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Statistics for Psychology Research to Help Their Students

An Interview with Drs. Kristina Groce Brown and Adam Hutcheson

Editor: Congratulations on your book, Drs. Kristina Groce
Brown and Adam Hutcheson. What were the origins of
the book? Or, to put
it another way, why
did you write it?

Kristina Groce
Brown: It started as
Adam's idea. Several
years ago, we dis-
cussed how the cur-
rently-available textbooks weren't meeting our students'
needs (they were dense and difficult even for graduate
students). He asked if | would be interested in writing a
book with him, and | said, “absolutely.” But... we both
had little kids and there just never was time until every-
thing shut down in 2020! The pandemic gave us time at
home to write. The fact that our students were learning
remotely also made it necessary for us to incorporate
Microsoft Excel into the analyses we teach. Prior to the
pandemic, students used the statistical software SPSS on
campus, so we had to switch to software that is more
readily available for students.

Kristina Brown and Adam Hutcheson

Editor: What do you hope the book accomplishes?

Kristina Groce Brown: | hope it makes statistics more ac-
cessible for students; | hope it breaks down the percep-
tion that statistics are scary and difficult and helps stu-
dents to realize that even if they haven't always loved
math, they can be successful in a statistics class and they
might even enjoy it!

Editor: Can you describe the process of writing the book?

Adam Hutcheson: | wrote the first draft of each chapter
to maintain consistency of structure and tone. Kristina
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them. We found a rhythm of
passing our work back and forth
to remain productive.

Editor: How did you arrange the
publisher?

We researched online and found
Palgrave Macmillan's website, which included an online
submission link for proposals and a link to the email ad-
dress for the Commissioning Editor for Psychology and
Disability Studies. When we reached out, the editor

was very excited about the book. The publication process
at Palgrave Macmillan included peer review, which was
important to us.

Editor: What feedback have your received?

Kristina Groce Brown: We taught our Statistics course
(PSYC 3020) here at GGC using drafts of our book for sev-
eral years before we even started the publication pro-
cess, and students consistently gave us positive feedback.
Four out of the five reviewers liked it and indicated that
they would adopt it for their classes.

Editor: What did you learn from doing this publication?

Adam Hutcheson: | discovered that my students' ques-
tions in the classroom prepared me to tackle any problem
in writing the material. Over the years, Kristina and |
have accumulated so many improvised examples that our
first drafts were written without difficulty. Our classroom
experience was essential in writing this book. By R. Rawls
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