GGC School of Liberal Arts News: Scholarship!

History Professor Publishes Book
On Mapuche People’s Struggle Agamst Slavery

| Dr. Eugene Berger, associate professor of history, celebrat-

; % ed the publication of a book with the University of Alabama

; Press. The culmination of many years of research and two dec-

| ades of curiosity, This Incurable Evil investigated the resistance
~ of the Mapuche people to Spanish enslavement in the late six-

teenth and seventeenth centuries. The Mapuche lived in southern Chile

and Argentina.

The “incurable evil” to which the book’s title referred related to Spain’s
insatiable appetite for human labor. “The Mapuche knew that the Spanish
were sending captured and enslaved members of their community to
work in Lima, La Serena and Santiago,” Berger explained. “They fought
and negotiated not just to resist ‘an outsider’ but also to prevent their
own enslavement for much of the 17th century.”

Some people are cognizant of Spain’s greed for gold but forget that
many of its citizens profited off enforced labor. Enslavement was not le-
gal, but the monarchy failed to protect people groups who were technical-
ly its citizens. “Spanish governors, judges and their families were all
profiting from the illegal capture and sale of Mapuches, no matter how
many times the Spanish Crown banned the practice nor how creative
these bans became,” Berger observed.

It can be difficult for any scholar who has studied a topic like this to
avoid the inevitable rabbit holes or demons of digression. Berger credited
both the ongoing shift in his own thinking and the encouragement of the
editors at the University of Alabama Press (UAP). “The UAP board helped
me refine the perspective to one of resistance, which matches current
historiographic trends.” For Berger, this focus helped him clarify the direc-
tion his scholarship was heading in any event. “The narrative on indige-
nous communities when | started was one of demographic devastation
and technological disadvantage, but we and | have been moving away
from that [interpretive perspective] more and more.”

Berger earned his doctorate and masters degree in history from Van-
derbilt University. He earned his bachelors degree in history from
Willamette University, in Oregon. Prior to teaching at GGC, he taught at a
Missouri Southern State University in Joplin. By Richard Rawls
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