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Vejas Liulevicius (above), Professor at the University of

Tennessee, will present the keynote address to the World War 1
Conference. Above right, his most recent book on World War 1.

GGC Historians to Help Host Conference on
World War |

The School of Liberal Arts at Georgia
Gwinnett College—with the support of
the GGC Honors chapters of Phi Alpha
Theta and Sigma Iota Rho (SIR)-will co-
sponsor an upcoming conference, "The
Great War, a Hundred Years On:
Origins, Lessons and Legacies of the
First World War," to commemorate the
100-year anniversary of the outbreak
of war in 1914. GGC'’s historians have a

large role in the conference’s planning.

The conference is scheduled to take
place on campus at GGC November 6-8,
2014. The war’s centenary offers a
unique opportunity to reflect on the
experiences and sacrifices of
participants, both in America and
worldwide, and its continuing

significance in shaping our world.

Scholars from universities in the
Southeast, and from as far afield as
Philadelphia, New York, Washington,
D.C., Hawalii, Nevada, England, and
Pakistan will deliver papers. Several
GGC faculty will present research

papers. Joining the historians (Drs.

Nathan Orgill, Michael Gunther, Carey
Shellman, and Patrick Zander) on the
Conference Planning Committee are Drs.
Joshua Beall (English) and Dovile
Budryte (Political Science). The
conference’s keynote address, spon-
sored by the Lithuanian Foundation, will
be delivered by Dr. Vejas Liulevicius, an
acclaimed scholar of the Eastern Front
in the First World War. Liulevicius is a
Professor of History at the University of
Tennessee. Additional conference
activities include a presentation of the
documentary film, "German Enemy
Aliens in the Land of the Sky" (which
looks at a German POW camp in western
North Carolina), followed by a question
and answer session with the
documentary’s producers. “Panels on
teaching, propaganda, literature, and art
will help make this a dynamic and
exciting event for our college and
community,” observed Dr. Nathan Orgill.
“Some panels will also be available for
student papers,” said Orgill. SIR will
also sponsor a student panel discussing
Liulevicius’ work on Nov 7 (2-3:15 p.m.).
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Ex Libris: Dr. Ellen Rafshoon
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GGC Historians co-
sponsor SHA
Conference

In addition to helping sponsor a
WW I Conference, GGC’s historians
are co-sponsoring the upcoming
2014 annual meeting of the
Southern Historical Society, to be
hosted in Atlanta from November
13-16. In addition to GGC'’s
historians giving money to help
fund the Atlanta-based conference,

The Southern
Historical Association

Xxl

GGC'’s Dr. Carey Shellman will
present a paper.

Prior conferences have been
held in St. Louis (2013), Mobile
(2012), and Baltimore (2012).
Participants are coming from as far
as Scotland, California, and Canada.
“The conference prides itself on
being small enough for participants
to meet with scholars in a friendly
environment,” said Dr. Michael
Gagnon.



Dr. Rafshoon right, at the

US Embassy in Singapore,
earned her B. A. degree
from Dartmouth College,
a Master’s degree in
Journalism from North-
western University, a
Master’s in History from
Emory University, and

her Doctorate from
Emory University.
Contact information:
erafshoo@ggc.edu

Like most people who become college professors, | love to
read. One of my earliest memories is of crying when | got to the
end of Fred Gipson’s Old Yeller.

Although I'm an historian, history is not my favorite genre. |
read what is necessary in scholarly and popular history to convey
the newest information to my students and conduct my own
research. But when | turn on my Kindle that hour before bed,
you can be sure that the pages of a novel are on the screen. The
novels | like best for nighttime reading

Dr. Ellen Rafshoon has taught American History
at GGC since 2007. She teaches courses on US
post-war culture and politics. She recently wrote
an article on Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger,
and his strained friendship with the Cold War’s
leading political scientist and pundit, Hans
Morgenthau. A new project will investigate the
history of birth control and family planning in
Atlanta.

Richard Wright, Uncle Tom’s Children (1936). These short stories
take place in Mississippi where Wright grew up. After you read
these tales, you will understand why he and millions of other
African Americans fled to northern cities as part of the early 20th
century Great Migration. Like no other book I've read, it depicts
the terror felt by African Americans confronted with violence at the
hands of ordinary white people in what should have been ordinary
situations. John Updike, Rabbit Run (1960). This is Updike’s first
book in a series tracing the fictional life

are not entirely unrelated to my day job.
They tend to be in a genre known as
realist fiction. The authors use imaginary
characters to explain an historical event
or the workings of a society in a
particular era. The plot may be wholly
entertaining but not merely as important
to the writer as conveying the deeply felt rare.”

“Historians are also interested in

making their readers identify with past
actors. But they are limited in creating suburbanite with a good job, house,
a three-dimensional portrait because
factual evidence showing emotions is

of Harry Angstrom, a former high school
basketball star who went into sales. On
the surface, Harry is a model

wife, kids. But behind the scenes, he is
breaking every rule especially when it
comes to sex. No history book can come
close in revealing the zeitgeist of middle

experiences of individuals. We, the
readers, are drawn to empathize with the characters even if they
are very different from ourselves.

Historians are also interested in making their readers identify
with past actors. But they are limited in creating a three-
dimensional portrait because factual evidence showing
emotions is rare. Fiction writers have a huge advantage as they
can use their imaginations to speculate about what goes on in
people’s heads.

The rest of this essay will introduce you to some of the realist
fiction I've found useful for getting a sense of what it felt like to
be a participant or bystander to history. If you’ve taken one of
my courses, you may have read one of these, listed in order of
the date when it was published.

Anzia Yezierska, Bread Givers (1925). The setting for this
book is the squalid New York tenement where the author settled
with her family as one of the “huddled masses” from Eastern
Europe. The characters in the book, modeled after Yezierska’s
family members, act out the conflict that ensued when
immigrant girls defied Old World gender roles by becoming
“Bread Givers” in factories or attending college. Immigration
politics then and now focus on how the newcomers change
America; this book shows how America transformed the
immigrants.

class America in the Fifties.

Tom Wolfe, Bonfire of the Vanities (1987) This is the first novel
written by Wolfe, a journalist famous for chronicling the
outrageous behavior of 1960s hippies. If you’ve recently visited the
tourist paradise that is Manhattan, you will not recognize the urban
mayhem that Wolfe depicts during the “Me Decade.” On the other
hand, the racial and class conflict his characters act out on the
streets and in wild courtroom scenes, is ever present even though
there is now a Disney store in Times Square. Karl Marlantes,
Matterhorn (2009). It took Marlantes, a Vietnam Marine turned
successful business consultant, 30 years to write this account of
combat based on his wartime memories. In doing so, Marlantes
overcame Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome. After reading this
fictional rendition of a platoon’s agonizing attempt to secure a
strategic hilltop, readers learn how he and other soldiers were
damaged psychologically by the brutality, tedium and absurdity of
this conflict. This novel stands out among others for revealing the
animosity between white and black soldiers. Louise Erdrich, The
Roundhouse (2013). The author, a member of the Chippewa Tribe,
shows the difficulty in bringing justice to Native American crime
victims in this book recounting a rape investigation. Legal conflicts
stemming from the tangled history of white-Native relations
complicate the search for the perpetrator. Before | read this book,
I had no idea about how American and tribal laws intersected.



Standing Ovations! Faculty Accomplishments

Drs Richard Rawls and Seth Kendall: Promotions

At GGC’s annual Fall Convocation, held September 18, the Provost, Dr.
Lois Richardson, announced the promotions of GGC faculty. This
included two historians, Drs. Richard Rawls (left) and Seth Kendall
(right). Rawls was promoted to the rank of Professor of History. Kendall
was appointed to the rank of Associate Professor of History. Rawls
received the Ph.D. and M.A. from Emory University and the M.Div. from
Princeton Theological Seminary. Kendall earned both his Ph.D. in History
and his M.A. in Classics at the University of Kentucky. Both Rawls and
Kendall began their employment at GGC in 2008. Since that time, both ‘
have published journal articles, chapters in edited books, book reviews, i |
encyclopedia articles, and Kendall wrote a manuscript. Both have | |
further given papers at national and international conferences. GGC SLA Faculty and

Ellen Rafshoon presented “Hans J. Morgenthau Axel Corlu is organizing the first international Constitution Day!

and Henr'y Kissinger: Realist Fren'emies" as Part of Levantine confergnce, titled."Levantine's: Below (L-R) Drs. Patrick

a panel titled “The Cold War National Security Commerce and Diplomacy" in Istanbul in Zander, Richard Rawls,

Stz'a\t'e 1:1 the Vietnz.a\m Era: Henry Kissinger& His November 3-5. Marni Brown, and Michael

s e S o105 USSRt Rawisand i s Scholof A
’ Business) presented “Orality and Historical and the Constitution, Sep 16.

Michael Gagnon was asked to provide peer Literacy: On the Use of Oral Examinations in

review for the Melbourne Historical Review in Undergraduate History Survey Classes,” at the

May, 2014. Gagnon, David Mason, and Kathryn National Social Science Association on October 6,

Gray-White were invited to attend Emory in San Francisco.

University’s Institute for Pedagogy during May. Shane Tomashot, part-time faculty, presented

Michael Gunther invited renowned environmental “The ICC and the Political Economy of the Interwar
photojournalist Peter Essick, who has worked for Era,” at the Georgia Association of Historians
National Geographic, to give a guest lecture for his Conference in March 2014.

. . . Drs. David Prince, Meg
American Environmental History class.

Keiley-Listermann, and
Carey Shellman (below)

GGC Adds Three Historians to the History Faculty spoke on the Constitution

. . . Ly . . Bl and Marriage on Sep 17.
David Cason joined GGC’s History Discipline after already boasting a lengthy tenure in

education. This career spanned teaching at both the University and High School
levels. He taught at LaGrange College from 2008-2014. Prior to LaGrange, he taught
at Troup High School. Cason earned his doctorate at Georgia State University and his
W master’s degree at Troy State University. Cason will teach the History Content
Methods class for teacher certification students as well as courses in US History.

Axel Corlu arrived at GGC from a two-year stint as a Visiting Assistant Professor
at the University of Mary Washington in Virginia. He earned his doctorate at Drs. Scott Boykin, Paul Grant
SUNY Binghamton. He also earned master’s degrees from the American Military [GHSELCRECLIERTNIEEY
University and from Bilkent University in Ankara, Turkey, where he also earned  |RAEIUIEYS SUlEIEENSENTY
his B.A. Degree. Corlu can teach world as well as US History. the Constitution on Sep 18.

T
Zé Richard Cook was no stranger to GGC. He already taught here on a part-time

7 faculty basis since 2009. Cook transitions to full-time status for the year as an

- #g Instructor of History. He earned his Ph.D. at Emory University, where he wrote a
i dissertation on the second charter of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. The
Montana native has also taught at a private women’s high school.




Five Recent GGC H|story Students Admltted Into Graduate Schools

Recent GGC students admitted into graduate school included from left to right, Kenan Kurspahic, studying at Georgia
Southern University, Danielle Vosburgh, who is studying in a master’s degree history program at East Tennessee State
University, Monique Martinez recently admitted to Drexel University’s Masters in Library and Information Sciences, Victor
Ortiz, studying at John Marshall Law School, and Jennifer McKillop, studying at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology

GGC History Discipline Coordinator
Richard Rawls pointed to the success of
recent graduates in gaining admission to
graduate studies programs as a sign of the
History Discipline’s success for preparing
students for life beyond their collegiate
alma mater.

One alumnus to proceed to graduate
study is Kenan Kurspahic. Upon
graduating from GGC in 2012, he began
working for GGC in Admissions. While he
still works in Admissions, Kurspahic
enrolled in Georgia Southern University’s
Higher Education Administration graduate
studies program. Kurspahic credited
GGC’s faculty with helping him succeed:

“I believe that because of the wonderful
professors at Georgia Gwinnett College, |
am ready for any task ahead, whether
that is within graduate school or life.”

Danielle Vosburgh, who graduated May
2014, began studies toward the Master of
Arts degree in History at East Tennessee
State University. Sheis enrolled in full-
time studies, taking three graduate
seminars: World War |, History of the

Holocaust, and a research history
course. Vosburgh credited working
closely with GGC'’s professors as one
reason she has succeeded.

Monique Martinez, also a May 2014
graduate of GGC, recently enrolled in
Drexel University’s MLIS (Master’s in
Library and Information Science)
degree program. Within that degree,
she intends to take the concentration
in Competitive Intelligence and
Knowledge Management. This “is a
fancy way of saying that | will learn the
skills best suited for libraries in the
fields of corporate and government,”
she said.

Victor Ortiz, a May 2014 grad, is
enrolled at John Marshall Law School
in Atlanta. A former US Army soldier,
his legal interests include veteran’s
advocacy criminal law, and torts.

Jennifer McKillop, also a 2014
graduate, received admission into
Emory University’s Candler School
of Theology, where she is working
on the MTS degree. She also
expressed gratitude for the work
and encouragement of Georgia
Gwinnett College’s History faculty.

Grad Schools of GGC History Alums

Boston University

George Washington University
Georgia State University
Georgia Southern University
East Tennessee State University
Drexel University

John Marshall Law School
Emory University

Disciplines:

History, Political Management, Law,
Religion, Library Science, Finance,
Higher Education Administration

History Students Graduate in May and August

The May 2014 Commencement
Ceremony saw the following
historians graduate with their
B.A. degree in History: Iman
Abdi, Matthew Brown, Robert
Johnson, Kelley Kimball,
Monique Martinez, Jennifer
McKillop, Brittany Nation,
Victor Ortiz, Robert Page, Julian
Poole, Ryan Silva, Maria

Sukhareva, Joseph White, and
Garrett Williams. The Summer
Commencement of 2014 further
witnessed the graduation of three
additional history majors:
Andrew Paul Abernathy, Jillian
McGinty, and Sarah (Accardi)
Morgan. The historians of GGC
say “Congratulations” to all!



