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     Four Georgia GwinneƩ College 
poliƟcal science majors aƩended the 
oldest and one of the most presƟg-
ious student organized conferences 
in the United States. Anzules Gomez, 
Myah Dixon, Nicole Alvarez, and 
Peyton McGuire represented GGC as 
delegates at the Student Conference 
on U.S. Affairs 74 (SCUSA 74) hosted 
at the U.S. Military Academy (USMA) 
known as “West Point,” in New 
York state. The conference oc-
curred November 1-4, 2023. 
     Each year, the GGC School of 
Liberal Arts selects at least one stu-
dent to aƩend SCUSA. This is only 
the second instance when GGC sent 
three or more delegates.  
     SCUSA is a four-day conference in 
which students work with scholars 
and pracƟƟoners to develop pro-
posals that address important topics 
in U.S. foreign policy. SCUSA is one 
of the largest conferences of its type 
and is aƩended by approximately 
200 undergraduate students from 
over100 insƟtuƟons around the 
U.S., abroad, and across academic 
disciplines.  
     All parƟcipants were given a 
breakout group with a topic relevant 
to U.S. foreign affairs. “The confer-
ence culminated with the presenta-
Ɵons of memos on issues from each 
group,” Gomez explained. CreaƟng 
and arriving at agreement was not 
easy. “It gave me a taste of policy-
making,” he observed. 

     Groups were created so that 
students from different colleges 
and universiƟes had to work to-
gether. Gomez and Dixon parƟci-
pated in the group on insƟtuƟons 
and the global order. Alvarez 
worked in the group on LaƟn 
America. McGuire’s group fo-
cused on China and the Pacific. 
     Gomez and Dixon especially 

valued meeƟng and exchanging 
views with students from 
throughout the U.S. 
     GGC’s student experiences 
met the SCUSA’s intended out-
comes. In addiƟon to offering 
an opportunity to discuss com-
plex issues of foreign policy, 
SCUSA provided a foundaƟon 
for developing lasƟng civil-
military relaƟonships among 
future leaders. “Aside from 
meeƟng people from across the 
country and the world, I en-
joyed the opportunity to forge 
some real friendships I would 
otherwise never have made,” 
Gomez observed. “The experi-
ence enhanced my poliƟcal sci-
ence educaƟon,” he said. Dixon 
agreed, “The conference helped 
me understand that everyone 
has a valuable perspecƟve to 
help solve problems, and that 
everyone is mostly trying their 
best to do what they think is 
right.” 
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Above, L-R, Anzules Gomez,, Peyton McGuire, Myah 
Dixon, and Nicole Alvarez in the USMA Class Crest 
Room. Below, GGC’s Gomez and Dixon with their 
breakout group 'InternaƟonal InsƟtuƟons and the 
Global Order' escorted by four West Point cadets on 
the steps in front of the dining hall.  

 Anzules Gomez, Nicole Alvarez, Myah Dixon, and 
Peyton McGuire at the United States Military Acad-
emy Riverside Cafe overlooking the Hudson River. 


