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Stacy Rusnak:  A Christmas Story. My sib-

lings and I watch this every year together, 

even when we’re not all in the same loca-

Ɵon.  We’ll call each other when it is on 

and go through our favorite parts of the dialogue. Also, it 

is set in Indiana, so it reminds me of home when I can’t 

be there for the holidays. 

 

Susan Bleyle: The 1994 version of Li le  

Women. The cast is fantasƟc--Susan Sarandon, 

Winona Ryder, Claire Danes, Kirsten Dunst—

and the story is a classic. The snowy back-

ground of Concord, MassachuseƩs steals the show for 

me: winter perfecƟon to my New-England-raised heart.     

     

Daniel Vollaro: I’m going with my gut and 

my heart in choosing Frank Capra’s 1946 

film It’s a Wonderful Life, starring Jimmy 

Stewart, Donna Reed, and Lionel Barry-

more. Even as Christmas movies go, it is a wildly implau-

sible, someƟmes downright silly story, but the ending is 

pure cinemaƟc magic.   

 

KrisƟna Brown:  For me, holiday movies are 

Ɵed with family memories and tradiƟons, 

both old and new. I always laughed at Home 

Alone when I was younger, and now I enjoy 

my son's belly-laugh as he watches. We have started a 

tradiƟon of watching it every year. 

 

David Mason: It's a Wonderful Life. George 

Bailey is granted his wish of not being born and 

through this he sees just how his presence 

affected the futures of others. As a teacher this 

is parƟcularly relevant to me because I know that 

through my interacƟons with students I may have an 

impact on what they might become and I need to be 

aware of that.  

Gaynell Simpson:  My all Ɵme favorite movie 

to watch with family and friends over the 

holiday is The Grinch.  I love this movie be-

cause it is filled with joy and laughter. 

 

Andres Hijar: Die Hard. You can't beat Bruce 

Willis at his best. The lines have endured for 

three decades now, and people sƟll quote 

them. Elf with Will Ferrell is a close second, 

one of his best movies, to me. 

 

Sharon Frapwell: The original White Christ-

mas with Bing Crosby. I like the colorized 

version – lots of memories of snowy holidays 

spent in ConnecƟcut growing up, perennial 

favorite songs and a hint of military happy endings to 

honor my son-in-law’s service as a Navy Commander.  

 

Alice Stone Collins: Meet Me in St, Louis. 

Even though only about 25 minutes of this 

film takes place during Christmas, it is one I 

always remember watching with my dad 

over the holiday season. And I have, by default, conƟn-

ued this tradiƟon on my own. I can't hear, "Have Your-

self a Merry LiƩle Christmas,” without thinking of Judy 

Garland and this film. 

 

Paul Grant: The Sound of Music. I’m not a big 

fan of musicals, and watching a family fleeing 

Nazis doesn’t necessarily make for holiday 

cheer! Yet, I especially look forward to seeing 

Julie Andrews sing Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “My Fa-

vorite Things.” It reminds me of holidays with my sister 

in my youth, and now, I love watching the movie this 

Ɵme of year with my wife and daughter. I also enjoy 

hearing versions of “My Favorite Things” by arƟsts 

throughout the season. It seems to have become an un-

official holiday season song. John Coltrane’s is my fave! 


