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On Monday, November 6, 2023, GGC Prov-

ost George Low (right) presented Dr. Mahri-

ana Ro eart (le ) with the “Excellence in 

Interna onaliza on Award.” The award rec-

ognizes a faculty member who demon-

strates an outstanding commitment to pro-

mo ng cross-cultural learning and cross-cultural engage-

ment inside and outside the classroom.   

     Ro eart, an Associate Professor of English, submi ed 

a por olio that highlighted her many contribu ons in the 

area, including: service as a Fulbright Program Advisor, 

membership on the college-wide Interna onaliza on 

Commi ee, and work on the I-Course subcommi ee. She 

also organizes sessions during Interna onal Educa on 

Week and Global Awareness Week related to study 

abroad and global culture. 

In October 2023, Michael Gagnon 

(GGC) and Ma hew Hild (Georgia 

Tech) accepted an award from the 

Georgia Historic Records Advisory 

Council (part of the Georgia Archives)  

as editors of Gwinne  County, Geor-

gia, and the Transforma on of the 

American South, 1818-2018, as “a 

publica on that best documents 

Georgia history.” In December 2023, 

Gagnon accepted the Whitworth-

Flanagan Award from the Gwinne  

Historical Associa on as the best 

publica on in 2022 detailing the his-

tory of Gwinne  County.  

     GGC contributors to this award- 

winning collec on of essays include: 

Drs. Erica Metcalfe, Carey Shellman, 

Richard Cook, Jr., David Mason, and 

Michael Gagnon. Other contributors 

with GGC connec ons were history 

alumna Katheryn Nikolich. Gwinne  

County Georgia was published by the 

University of Georgia Press in July, 

2022. 

Le  to right: Drs. 

Ashwani Monga 

(Execu ve Vice Chan-

cellor, University Sys-

tem of Georgia), Mi-

chael Gagnon (GGC), 

Ma hew Hild 

(Georgia Tech), and 

Toby Graham 

(Director, UGA Librar-

ies and Chair GHRAC).  

The work of two SLA faculty was recog-

nized with Top Claw awards. Drs. Laura 

Young, poli cal science, and Stephanie 

Denny, English, counted among the nine 

GGC employees to receive the honor for 

Fall 2023. In fact, they were only two of 

five GGC faculty receiving the award.  

     “One is awarded the Top Claw Award 

for ‘going above and beyond’ one’s regu-

lar du es to contribute to the GGC com-

munity in some way,” explained Young.   Young, top, and 

Denny, below 


