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     Georgie Hardy’s summer intern-
ship with the Georgia Bureau of 
InvesƟgaƟon (GBI) sounds as if it 
were custom made. A senior major-
ing in criminal jusƟce, Hardy 
searched for the internship by 
checking the GBI website for jobs. 
She landed the internship for Re-
gion 11, which includes Athens, GA. 
     Hardy’s experience from May to 
July 2024 is a classic story of a stu-
dent finding confirmaƟon in her 
career choice by working for a sum-
mer in the intended vocaƟonal 
path. “I knew I wanted to work for 

them, but the internship helped me make sure that is what I 
want to do!” she confirmed. 
     Hardy discovered that some of the skills she learned were 
ones that must be experienced and cannot always be taught: for 
example, compartmentalizaƟon. “I saw things that most people 
do not see,” she observed. “The agents advised us to not let it get 
personal and to talk with someone at the office, if needed.” 
     Hardy also learned that criminal invesƟgaƟons require persis-
tence. “I knew that a lot of Ɵme and hard work went into figuring 
out what happened, but you have to be focused and paƟent,” 
she observed. 
    The internship also taught skills Hardy already knew while sim-
ultaneously reinforcing their importance. “The Crime Scene Spe-
cialists have to locate all of the evidence and mark it, but they 
have to make sure they get it all,” she explained. “Since I want to 
be a crime scene specialist, I learned how important it is to pho-
tograph everything thoroughly.” 
     Hardy also lived the life of crime scene specialists. Among oth-
er things, this meant working cold cases and visiƟng the sites 
where those crimes occurred, watching interviews with suspects, 

going to the morgue while a detecƟve took photos 
of a body for invesƟgaƟve purposes, and helping 
with crime scene invesƟgaƟons. 
     Four types of experience were parƟcularly 
poignant. First, she said, “Working on elderly and 
child abuse cases was extremely tough.” Second, 
watching families of murder vicƟms break down 
upon learning of the loss of a loved one was hard. 

Georgie Hardy trying on her 
gear on the first day of her 
summer internship with the 
GBI. 

Hardy at a crime scene simulaƟon at a nearby 
elementary school. She played the vicƟm who 
had been poisoned while other students took 
notes, made photographs, and interviewed    
suspects. 

Third, autopsies were difficult: “I watched them, 
but it was challenging because I had never seen 
one before.” Finally, Hardy discovered the de-
mands of always being on the clock as a crime sce-
ne specialist. “One Ɵme I was called out at 8 p.m. 
that night and did not arrive back home unƟl 4 
a.m. the next morning.” 
     Living the pluses and minuses of the job led 
Hardy to affirm, “I loved every minute with the 
GBI, and I know this is what I want to do.”      
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