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Summer Internships: One Student’s Story

On The Disney College Program

First Story in a Series on Summertime College Internships

Isabella Roland is a history major

(interdisciplinary concentration) and
business minor. She is a student in
the GGC honors program. She has
already accomplished many goals
that she hoped to achieve. She re-
il cently returned to campus having
completed another goal: an intern-
ship in Disney’s College Program
(DCP).

Roland’s summer 2024 experi-

Isabella Roland at the
“end of program” celebra-

ence in the DCP is an illuminating
story. In fact, during academic year
2024-2025, Liberating Arts will occa-
sionally explore all aspects of sum-

tion that Disney Programs
hosts for participants.

mer college internships. Roland skill-
fully navigated what she said were both the positive experiences
and the disappointments.

According to its website, the Disney College Program offers
students the chance to “expand your resume while building a
network of connections and friendships to last a lifetime.”

Roland found this fulfilling in various ways. First, there was the
routine work to be performed. She explained that students in the
DCP worked different jobs (e.g., Food, Merchandising, Custodial,
etc.) around the Walt Disney World property (resorts, theme
parks, and Disney Springs). Disney offered three other programs:
the International College Program (same as the DCP but for inter-
national students), Professional Internships (corporate-based),
and the Culinary Program. Her particular role in the parks in
Orlando was Food/Beverage in Star Wars’ Galaxy’s Edge in Holly-
wood Studios. It mainly consisted of host-stand activities at Oga’s
Cantina and selling soda but with a Star Wars flair.

In addition to the work, the DCP offered lectures and presen-
tations from employees of the Walt Disney Company. Talks
ranged over various topics, including resume writing, financial
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literacy, the entertainment and hospitality indus-
try, and the Disney parks. Roland wished that
more was offered for history majors. “Two visiting
Disney Archivists hosted three sessions that cov-
ered Walt Disney (the man), Disney (animation
and parks) history, and their careers as corporate
historians and archivists,” she said. “It's important
to become involved in these events while there.”

Roland at the Disneyland (Anaheim, CA) Casting
Door (L). Working onstage at Bubo's Milk Stand
in Galaxy's Edge in Hollywood Studios (R).

Roland admitted that the internship involved
hard work. It was also conducted in the full heat
and humidity of the central Florida summer. How-
ever, she also recognized the benefits. In addition
to gaining self knowledge, “I met valuable con-
nections in different industries that | might pur-
sue in the future,” she observed. She also made
friends from around the world. “Another cool
thing is that, with the exception of a few blackout
dates, one gets free admission into Disney’s parks
not just in Florida but also internationally, exclud-

ing the one in Japan.” By Richard Rawls
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