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GGC SLA News: Dean’s Greetings Postcard

Deaw Colleaguies:

As the summer draws to a close, | wish to take this opportunity to welcome you back to GGC and the
School of Liberal Arts. The start of an academic year always feels like a special time on a college campus,
but this year it seems especially so here in SLA. This year we are welcoming four new faculty members,
hundreds of new students, launching a new department structure, inaugurating new program and de-
gree plans, preparing Nexus and AA degrees for final approval, and resuming our ongoing conversations
with one another as the dog days finally cede to autumn.

This year, we are fortunate to welcome Drs. Lekeisha Gantt (Psychology), Gaynell Simpson (Human
Services/Social Work), Andrea Campell (Film), and Shelia Cooper (English [visiting]) whose diverse areas
of expertise will build upon the remarkable dedication to excellence in teaching and research that char-
acterizes our School of Liberal Arts community. Look for their photos in our weekly SLA events notices
and be sure to let them know how happy we are to have them among our ranks.

| also want to share some other important SLA updates: each of our new departments now has its
own Chair (and in some cases an Assistant Chair); I'll be asking the entire SLA Leadership Team to stand
up and take their bows at our Semester Welcome meeting on 9/13, so please put that meeting on your
calendars: that way you’ll know who to turn to for what, or who’s holding the reigns, the steering
wheels, the rudders (items in a series when one metaphor just isn’t enough). Also, our Digital Humanities
Lab is slated for a grand opening in early September, so please keep your eyes peeled (as in Sir Robert
Peel) for more information on that. And it’s worthy of note that we are making substantial progress in
establishing the first-ever SLA Board of Visitors, and hope soon to have a dedication ceremony for the
collection of prints Dr. Chad Wilkes’s family has bequeathed to SLA.

Without pause, our vision for SLA continues to take shape, but with a clearer infrastructure in place, |
am hopeful that our strategic planning will become even more intentional and inclusive, allowing us to
continue expanding and enriching our academic classrooms, our research opportunities, and our re-
sources for the visual and performing arts.

This is an exciting time in The School of Liberal Arts. As | am preparing to enter my third year as your
dean, | am floored by the great work that goes on in our classrooms and beyond. | am deeply grateful to
each of you for your contributions to SLA and your extraordinary dedication to our students. | am hon-
ored to be entrusted, yet again, with the job of serving you, and | look forward to the future we will im-
agine and make real together. You have my very best wishes. Teresa Winterhalter
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