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On October 14, 2025, the Environmental Club and Grizzlies Vote Coalition hosted the event “Politics in
the Eye of a Storm”, which sparked an important conversation about extreme weather, climate change,
and the policies that shape our future.

Environmental Club’s Sarah Calabrese and Grizzlies Vote Coalition’s Avanti Moore led the event to raise
awareness and jumpstart dialogue on this urgent issue.

While hurricanes grow fiercer and wildfires rage with frightening intensity, the true storm we face may
be more political than you think. Climate resilience hinges not only on scientific advances but also on
the choices made at the ballot box.

What is Global Warming?

Global warming isn't new, but understanding it is crucial. It refers to the long-term rise in the Earth's
average temperature caused by greenhouse gases released from burning fossil fuels, deforestation,
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and agriculture. According_to NASA's Earth Observatory, the Earth's temperature has increased by
about 2°F since the year 1880, and the trend is only accelerating.

How Does Global Warming Affect Our Weather?

Warmer air holds more moisture, which leads to heavier rainfall. For every 1°F increase in temperature,

the atmosphere can hold roughly 7% more water vapor, fueling_more intense storms, flash floods, and
even heavier snowfall in colder regions. Warmer oceans supercharge hurricanes and cyclones.

Hurricanes draw energy from warm water, so as sea surface temperatures rise, storms grow stronger,
with fiercer winds and heavier rain. Take Hurricane Harvey in 2017, for example,_its record-breaking

rainfall was largely driven by unusually warm waters in the Gulf of Mexico.

The Impacts

The effects are felt everywhere. Heatwaves cause stress and health issues; wildfires worsen respiratory
conditions like asthma; diseases spread more easily in changing climates. Environmentally, coral

reefs suffer from bleaching and acidification, threatening marine life. Economically, communities
face rising insurance claims, infrastructure damage, and higher costs for essentials like food, energy,
and healthcare.

Why Does Policy Matter?

Understanding science empowers us to act, but lasting change requires political will. Climate solutions
depend on laws, regulations, and incentives that shape energy use, disaster preparedness, and
environmental protection. Unfortunately, climate advocacy has recently lost momentum.

For example, the U.S. Department of Energy recently cancelled 321 financial awards supporting_clean
energy projects, saving_about $7.56 billion, citing_concerns over project justification and taxpayer
return. Additionally, the current administration announced the cancellation of $8 billion in climate-
related projects across 16 states, rolling_back key elements of the national climate agenda. These
decisions underscore how political leadership directly influences environmental funding_and policies.

How Can You Help?

During the event, the question of “What can we do?"” sparked practical answers. Here's how you can
get involved:

e Vote! If you're registered, research upcoming elections and candidates’ climate policies. Voting is
the most powerful way to influence change.

e Contact your local representatives. Let them know climate issues matter to you.

¢ Volunteer. Join environmental projects like the Environmental Club’s Microfarms here at GGC or
other local initiatives.

For those interested in learning more or getting involved with the Grizzlies Vote Coalition and/or the
Environmental Club, here's how you can reach out:

* Grizzlies Vote Coalition
Email: grizzliesvote@ggc.edu

Instagram: @grizzliesvote
¢ Environmental Club at GGC
Email: environmentalclub@ggc.edu

Instagram: @ggc_enviroclub
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Join upcoming events, volunteer opportunities, and/or discussions here at GGC as we work together
toward a healthier planet and a stronger community.

https://theglobeggc.net’/home/f/politics-in-the-eye-of-the-storm-why-climate-resilience-depends 3/3



