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Sunday Sports Recap: Grizzlies Bring Spirit
During Spring Break
March 10, 2024 | Sports

Nathan Smith
GGC Weekly Recap – 3/03 – 3/09:
Georgia Gwinnett College’s athletes traveled, swept, and celebrated during spring break. During the
week, the softball team went to Kentucky to play a series against Cumberlands. The baseball team
recorded a season-high score and won all of their games, and the women’s and men’s tennis teams
saw several sweeps in the Grizzly Spring Break Invitational.
SOFTBALL
March 5 – Vs. Saint Xavier was a 4-3 win. The Grizzlies started their doubleheader against Saint
Xavier with a competitive game. After going 3-1 down at the top of the 5th inning, the team rallied
together to win. Jane Hoover led the offensive charge, converting all of her chances at bat with 3 hits
and scoring 2 runs. Kloey Goins added to the score by hitting 2 out of 4 pitches, one of them being
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an RBI. Angelica Gallegos helped the team hold onto their narrow lead by making 8 putouts. The
Grizzlies broke the deadlock in the extra 8th inning through an RBI single from Haley Robinson and a
run from Kendall Parks.
March 5 – Vs. Saint Xavier was a 1-0 shutout. The Grizzlies completed the doubleheader sweep
against the Fighting Saints with a hardfought, narrow victory. Goins hit an RBI, and Lindzie Owen
scored the only run. Annalise Jarvis played an important role by defending the Grizzlies’ narrow lead,
tossing 8 strikeouts in the game.
March 7 – At Cumberlands was a 0-2 loss. A tough loss marked the beginning of the Grizzlies’ time
in Kentucky. Gallegos made 5 putouts, and Jarvis tossed 4 strikeouts to keep the team in the game
throughout the early innings. Despite the team’s defensive efforts, the opposition scored a two-run
home run in the 6th inning.
March 8 – At Cumberlands was a 0-8 loss. The Grizzlies had a tough, no-hitter game against the
Patriots. The opposition racked up runs and kept the Grizzlies from getting any points on the board.
Hoover made 5 putouts to lead the team’s defense. Robinson made an assist and 3 putouts to help
keep the team in the game.
March 8 – At Cumberlands was a 0-4 loss. The series in Kentucky ended with another loss against
Cumberlands. The Grizzlies made great offensive efforts despite the lack of scored runs against the
home team. Goins hit 2 out of 3 pitches while Hoover rendered a hit out of 2 at-bats. Jarvis tossed 2
strikeouts to keep the game competitive.
Season Record: 16-5. Ranked #3.
BASEBALL
March 3  – Vs. Saint Francis was an 11-1 win. The Grizzlies began their Spring Break with a solid
win over the Fighting Saints. The team started strong by scoring 3 runs in each of the opening 3
innings. Jackson Cobb took all of his chances, hitting all 3 of his attempts and gaining 2 RBIs in the
process. Paul Winland Jr. also made an offensive impact on the game, hitting a two-run home run
and scoring 2 runs. Ben Harris led the Grizzlies in defending their strong lead, allowing only 1 scored
run and tossing 7 strikeouts. Hunter Polly and Chandler Wood helped the team cross the line with
strong pitches in the 7th inning to deny Saint Francis any runs.
March 6 – Vs. Saint Francis was a 25-5 win. Despite facing the challenge of a slippery field on a
rainy afternoon, the Grizzlies scored 25 runs against the Fighting Saints. After going 4-1 down in the
top of the 3rd inning, the team came back to win and achieve a season-high score. Blaze O’Saben,
Ajay Sczepkowski and Henry Daniels each contributed a home run to lead the team to an incredible
victory. Daniels led the offense by hitting 4 out of 5 attempts, gaining 4 RBIs and scoring 3 runs.
O’Saben also left an impact on the scoreline by gaining 3 RBIs and scoring 5 runs.
March 8 – Vs. Fisher was a 12-1 win. The Grizzlies gave a well-rounded performance against
Fisher, continuing to show off their offensive abilities and disciplined defending. O’Saben hit 3 of 4 at-
bats, scored 2 runs and gained 5 RBIs to stand out and give the team a solid lead. O’Saben, Joe
Quelch and Sczepkowski each scored a home run in different innings. Quelch’s home run earned 3
runs for the Grizzlies. Gage Williams tossed 9 strikeouts to deny the Falcons’ batters. Cohen
Wilbanks made 9 putouts to further strengthen the team’s defense.
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March 8 – Vs. Fisher was a 9-3 win. The Grizzlies put on yet another offensive showing against the
Falcons to dominate in the doubleheader. O’Saben hit all 3 of his at-bats, scored 2 runs and recorded
4 RBIs to rack up runs for the team. One of O'Saben’s hits resulted in a two-run home run.
Sczepkowski also helped to build the Grizzlies’ lead, scoring 2 runs. Kaleb Hill pitched 6 innings,
tossing 6 strikeouts. Caden Smith made 8 putouts and 2 assists to deny the Falcons many chances
of coming back into the game.
Season Record: 19-2. Ranked #2.
WOMEN’S TENNIS
March 7 – Vs. William Carey was a 5-0 win. The women’s tennis team began the Grizzly Spring
Break Invitational with a strong sweep against William Carey. The Grizzlies set the scene, dominating
the doubles section of the competition. Stephanie Fernandez and Iryna Lysykh won their set 6-1.
Justine Lespes and Carol Mora replicated that score to secure the advantage for the Grizzlies
heading into singles. Lysykh increased the advantage by winning her singles match 6-1, 6-1. Versace
Gatti stretched the lead with a 6-3, 6-2 win, giving the Grizzlies a 3-0 lead. Mora won her sets 6-4, 6-
1 to make it 4-0 before Lespes secured the sweep with a hardfought tiebreaker win in her first set
and a 6-0 win in her second. 
March 8 – Vs. Indiana Wesleyan was a 7-0 win. The Grizzlies completed a full sweep during the
Grizzly Spring Break Invitational, shutting down Indiana Wesleyan in all matches on the final day. The
women’s team earned the doubles point in strong fashion by winning all 3 matches. Lysykh, Gatti,
Teodora Jovic, Lespes, Fernandez and Mora put on dominant performances to secure the sweep for
the team. Lysykh notably won her sets 6-0, 6-0, denying her opponent any points in the match.
Season Record: 11-0. Ranked #1.
MEN’S TENNIS
March 7 – Vs. William Carey was a 4-2 win. The men’s tennis team saw a competitive opening
during doubles. Aleksa Ciric and Luis Francisco Sampedro recorded a 6-2 win in the first match to
give the Grizzlies a lead before the opposition drew it level in the following game. Alex Gurmendi and
Santiago Villarruel paired together to secure the double advantage in the final set of the section with
a 6-3 win. Francisco Sampedro went on to extend the Grizzlies advantage in his singles match with
the scores 6-2, 6-1 to make it 2-0 for GGC. Gurmendi duplicated Francisco Sampedro’s impressive
set scores to make it 3-0. William Carey fought back to make the overall score 3-2 before Villarruel
secured the 4-2 victory for the Grizzlies with the scores 6-3, 6-4 in his hardfought singles match.
March 8 – Vs. Indiana Wesleyan was a 7-0 win. The Grizzlies wrapped up the Grizzly Spring Break
Invitational with a sweep over Indiana Wesleyan. The men’s team earned the doubles point by
winning 2 of the 3 sets. Ciric and Francisco Sampedro won their set 6-1 before Julius Kaufmann and
Mihailo Radosavljevic paired up, winning their set 6-2 to secure the early advantage. Ciric, Aleksandr
Kalinin, Charly Zick, Francisco Sampedro and Radosavljevic all won their singles matches to make it
6-0 for GGC. Gurmendi played a tough final game with the scores of 7-5, 6-6 to force his opponent to
retire from the match and secure the full 7-0 sweep for the Grizzlies.
Season Record: 10-0. Ranked #1.


