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The GGC Honors Program celebrated its 10th anniversary on campus by planning for future growth of
the program.

Dr. Jason Edwards, Director of the Honors Program, said marketing the Honors Program is “the
number one thing that | want us to do for the 10-year anniversary. It’s really to get out there and be
seen.”

“Our goal is to have 200 members by fall of 2023,” said Edwards. “Right now, we're at about 170-ish.”
Students who spoke to the Globe seemed on board with this approach. “Right now, we are investing in
our marketing facilities,” said freshman Kyla Mesa. “We're trying our best to capture the moments that
the Honors Program is able to establish and broadcast out across the campus.”

Mesa further stated that it is an investment of “time and our talents within this community.”

“I keep hearing more people have been deterred from the Honors Program,” said junior Nick Divila.
“Because for some reason, | guess the Honors Program is associated with more work.”

The Honors Program is using marketing to change the stigma. According to the Honors students,
stigma prevents many students from applying to the program.

“| feel like the Honors Program would be much bigger than what it is right now on GGC campus if that
stigma was erased from the program,” Divila added.

Other students agree. “It's a place where we can have more access to experience more things, but
also get to know people in a more safe environment where we can all, like. team up and learn new
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things both academically and in life experiences,” said Isabella Roland, a junior.
Edwards said the Honors Program is, “students making connections with each other, with faculty, with
people from outside the program, outside of GGC.”
“It kept me at GGC,” Roland said when asked how the Honors Program affected her academic career.
“It's the only reason why | stayed.”
“[W]hat the honors program means to GGC is that we're, like | said, the shining example of what
learning community means, what engaged learning is,” said Edwards. “You know, how to have fun
with your education and not get so stressed out, that you can still enjoy it.”
“It's a really strong learning community in an environment that | feel like anyone can really thrive in,”
said Trent Prince, a sophomore.
“That's ten years of lives that have been affected and changed for the better,” said Prince. “People will
probably have friends and better, stronger communities that they didn't have at home or outside of the
Honors Program.”
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