Liberating Arts: GGC School of Liberal Arts

SLA Faculty Advise Student Clubs to “RSO’s of the Year” for a decade

GGC faculty performance reviews

evaluate student engagement as
well as teaching, scholarship, and
other duties. Judging by their suc-
cess in advising student clubs, some
School of Liberal Arts Faculty have
been excelling for over a decade.

According to data released by
Allen Clarke, Assistant Director of
Student Center Operations, every
Registered Student Organization
that has won the coveted “RSO of
the Year Award” since 2014 has
been advised by SLA Faculty. RSOs
are also referred to as ‘clubs.’

Ten years and counting is an im-
pressive record, but it raises a ques-
tion: to what do SLA’s faculty advi-

sors attribute the success? All of the 2014-15
advisors credit the clubs themselves 551617

for the success. “We have been
very fortunate to have groups of
officers who tend to work very well
together and who communicate
well,” said Dr. Kristina Groce
Brown, co-advisor of Psi-Chi.

Dr. Richard Rawls, advisor of
OLAS, similarly cited the club’s abil-
ity to encourage and mentor the
next generation of club leaders.

Another attribute that all the
advisors share is a sense that the
club belongs to the students. “I try
to set them up for success by mak-
ing sure they stay on top of dead-
lines and by encouraging them to
plan and advertise events ahead of
time, but ultimately this is their

club,” said Brown. Rawls agreed and
heves noted that micro managing clubs
was neither necessary nor helpful.
OLAS president Gaby Sifuentes
stressed dedication to the RSO mis-
sion: “The success of OLAS over the
years can be attributed to our unwa-
vering commitment to our mission,

= fostering a strong sense of commu-

nity, inclusivity, effective leadership,
Top, members of Psi Chi receiving the RSO of and collaboration.” Sifuentes
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Registered Organizations & Academic Recog-

stressed community outreach as
vital. “Building [off-campus] partner-

nition ceremony, at GGC’s LVIS Auditorium.  ships not only benefits the commu-

nity but also provides valuable

“RSO of the Year” learning experiences for our

members.”
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classroom learning experience.”

Past and present members of OLAS at an OLAS
Alumni Reunion Mixer in March 2023.

Allen Clarke has organized the
award ceremony for RSOs for the
{ last several years. “I think the
value of honoring these RSOs is
that the recognition provides the
leaders and members with a
sense that their hard work is im-
portant and that their voices,
their events, and their continued
involvement matter to the insti-
tution,” he observed.



