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On Tuesday Sept. 19, the Hispanic Achievers Committed to Excellence in Results (HAGER) and 

Organization of Latin American Students (OLAS) held a celebration event for Hispanic Heritage Month 

in front of the Kaufman Library. Students, faculty and staff participated in the celebration which 

featured an art exhibition, Latin music and traditional foods. 
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During the celebration, students from the Art Club displayed their artwork, and music played from 

contemporary Latino artists over the festivities. Aladdin catered traditional Latin foods including 

empanadas, arepas and tajadas. Additionally, HACER faculty performed modern and traditional Latin 

dances. 

The HACER Art Exhibition: HACER Colores saw 16 artists submit their artwork for display. The art 

showcase ranged from detailed paintings inspired by folklore to photography of people in their 

communities doing everyday tasks. Artists stood near their work and explained the inspiration behind 

their pieces. 
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Some attendees say the event increased their appreciation of other cultures, "I feel like it's important 

because it helps everyone to understand what is going on outside of their personal bubble," says 

Alayzia Robinson, Vice President of the Art Club and psychology major, "Other cultures and other 

hobbies even. It's very good to let people know what's out there." 
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While art was the centerpiece of the festival, there was also celebration of Latin American culture. 

Students and faculty, dressed in traditional clothing from their country, stood at booths and welcomed 

attendees ready to share interesting facts about the country they were representing. Intricate poster 

boards designed with flags, pictures and descriptions introduced the country being shared. 
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This sharing of information was also part of a treasure hunt activity that event-goers were encouraged 

to participate in. It was a game that doubled as a source of cultural knowledge. Attendees were given 

a small sheet of paper that held questions asking them to identify things such as capital names, 

popular sports and cultural dishes. 

In general, the event featured a taste of Latin America with Hispanic and Latino art as the focal point. 
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