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Grizzlies Vote Coalition (GVC) looks to demystify the political process by making information about
voting and civic engagement accessible. The group seeks to inform students on how to get involved
in their community in a fun and easy manner. GVC provides opportunities for Georgia Gwinnett
College (GGC) students to impact the community by becoming civically engaged. 
Alexis Vanderhoof, the Executive Director of GVC, connects the community and student
organizations to create events for students. By facilitating communication between different groups,
Vanderhoof creates an inclusive environment for students to get involved in their community.
“We’re very careful to be extremely inclusive. If we’re reaching out to one, we’re reaching out to all,”
Vanderhoof says, explaining the group’s approach to ensuring all students can get involved.
Vanderhoof and GVC organized a voter registration drive in February. The group handed out hot
chocolate, food, and decorative goodies to encourage students to register for March’s Presidential
Preference Primary. The drive had about 20 students register to vote.

Abby Serrano, GVC’s Curricular Director, finds
the group's new approach as critical to the
success of their events, such as the voter
registration drive. 
“We’re not pushing it down your throat…I think
that’s really important for us to say…because
before, we had a bunch of organizations come
on campus and badger the students to the
point where they’re like, ‘I don’t want to talk to
anybody talking about voting on campus.’” 
Aggressive approaches deterred students from
getting involved and worried Serrano. Now,
GVC motivates students to vote in a different
way. Rather than chasing down students, they
are encouraging students to come to them.
Although GVC’s less aggressive approach
successfully draws in students, many still feel
uninspired to vote or get involved in their
community.
“Sometimes they don’t see themselves in the
political candidates that are there. They’re just
kind of like, ‘Oh, why should I vote for them,’
when they don’t have the full educational part of it,” Serrano says. “Well you don’t necessarily have to
vote for that person, but here’s the information about them and the other candidates so you can
make the choice you have to make: we’re not pushing it down your throat.”
Referring to students who feel overwhelmed by the enormity of being civically engaged, Vanderhoof
says, “Voting seems like such a small little step that they’re like, ‘Oh, I have to do a lot more to
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actually make change, and it’s too much so I’m not going to do anything at all.’ You can just do that
little step. You don’t have to be this big advocate, rallying everyone. You can just get to your polling
location: let me help you find that!”
Vanderhoof believes that even if only one new student votes, there’s a chance that one other person
they know will do it as well, creating a ripple effect of inspiring hesitant students.
Supporting Vanderhoof’s idea, Serrano says, “There’s a saying in Spanish: ‘In numbers there are
forces.’ If it’s just one person bringing another person, that other person is going to bring another
person, and it’ll eventually grow.”
“It’s so essential because it’s not there,” Vanderhoof says. “[For] Our demographics on campus, the
least likely to vote are business majors, tech majors, and ages 18-25.”
Vanderhoof highlights both how college students tend to not vote and why that’s important. She says,
“Because it’s not there, you just know if it was there it’d create drastic changes to who’s being elected
into office.”

Although voting serves as the main focus for
GVC this year because of upcoming major
elections, the group also seeks to help students
voice their values and become involved in their
community.
“The policy topics themselves are going to be
ongoing whether there’s an election or not, so
learning how to advocate for yourself and the
topics that are important to you, we want to be
a part of that so people can do it safely and
with support,” Vanderhoof says, looking beyond
2024.
Alongside voter registration drives, GVC hosts
events that encourage students to learn and
act. The group has held gatherings to help
students learn about legislative sessions or
how to peacefully protest. 
GVC encourages all students to become
civically engaged to create a diverse collective
that represents GGC’s campus. The group
wants students to act, whether they do it with
GVC or with other organizations.

Since the group hosts all kinds of events, GVC wants a diverse collection of students. Any student
belonging from any major can join the group and gain experience they could add on a resume or use
for volunteer hours.
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“We’re looking for creatives: people who love to plan birthday parties. Maybe they’d want to plan a
voter registration drive instead!” Vanderhoof says.
Throughout 2024 and beyond, GVC plans to inspire GGC students to vote and become involved in
their community. Whether it's through registration drives or informative meetings, the group will
continue to offer opportunities for all students to learn and act.


