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Grizzly-centered collections

• Modeled after initiatives at Arizona State University and Southeast 
Missouri State University

• Small, browsable collections selected by faculty and student groups
• Goals:

• New models of physical collection ordering and marketing to revitalize use of 
library resources and improve equity in education

• Increase relevance of print collection for faculty and students
• Increase inclusivity in collections
• Higher usage and engagement with collection
• Ownership and buy-in with the library and its services



Selection criteria/prompts via email and 
handouts
• Faculty/liaisons: What 10 books/DVDs do you want your students to 

see when they walk out of your classrooms and into the library? 
(Particularly with respect to engaging marginalized and at-risk 
students?)

• Students: What 2-3 books/DVDs does your club or organization want 
the library to purchase and make available? What activities might you 
design around the collection you’ve selected? [And the library will 
help with activities, create displays around the purchases]



Space and cataloging

• Space plan and shelving: 
• 1st Floor – across from vending machines at end of Popular Books section. 
• Branded signage over the collections, e.g. “Grizzly Shelves: School of X” ; 

“Grizzly Shelves: Student Groups”
• Shelve at eye-level or lower, with face outs, to encourage interaction

• Cataloging: 
• Temporary location label above regular call number label for easier removal 

later for integration into stacks
• Item circ policy: same as “Popular Books” (2 weeks, no ILL or GIL Express)



Selections rolled in

• Number of new items added: 185 (115 print, 66 eBooks, 4 
DVDs)

• Number of items “highlighted” from existing collection: 138 
(81 print, 50 eBooks, 7 streaming films)

• Participation: 14/22 college departments, only one student 
group

• Promotion via https://libguides.ggc.edu/GrizzlyShelves

https://libguides.ggc.edu/GrizzlyShelves






Usage analysis
20% of physical items circulated

12% of eBooks saw use (1+ total item requests) 

Total Number of Items 196

Total Number of Loans (7/22-5/23) 62

Number of Items that Circulated (7/22-5/23) 41
Percentage of Items that Circulated (7/22/-5/23) 20.9%
Loans/Items Ratio 0.32

Total Number of Items 116

Total Item Requests (10/22-5/23) 266

Number of Items Used (10/22-5/23) 14
Percentage of Items Used (10/22/-5/23) 12.1%
Total Item Requests/Items Ratio 2.29



Resources

Grizzly Shelves LibGuide: https://libguides.ggc.edu/GrizzlyShelves

Heisserer-Miller, Randyn. A community curated collection in an academic 
library: empowering students through collection development. Presentation at 
NASIG, 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ascgk433aWo

Transforming print : collection development and management for our 
connected future / edited by Lorrie McAllister and Shari Laster ; in 
collaboration with Core Publishing. Chicago: ALA Editions, 2021.

https://libguides.ggc.edu/GrizzlyShelves
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ascgk433aWo


Thank you!

Contact me:
aeklund@ggc.edu
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