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Carey Shellman, History. The Bee 
SƟng, by Paul Murray. Although it takes 
place in Ireland, it made me realize that 
ALL families have secrets. The narraƟve is 
divided between voices of various family 
members, thereby revealing the complexi-
Ɵes of familial relaƟonships. I parƟcularly idenƟfied 
with Cass, the daughter. We all have secrets.  

Stephanie Denny, English. I've been read-
ing books that I know I should have read by 
now but haven't for whatever reason. One 
of those is Mary Shelley's Frankenstein. It's 
completely different from what I expected 
because of pop culture and the film—I 
highly recommend it! 

Michael Stoltzfus, Religion. I just fin-
ished Steig Larsson's The Girl Who Played 
With Fire, book two in a series. It's an 
engaging thriller that combines an un-
derdog heroine narraƟve of resilience 
with social commentary, criminal in-
trigue, and internaƟonal espionage.  I'll 
read book three.  I haven't seen the movie. 

Gaynell M. Simpson (HUSECS): I'm in a 
book club with my best friends and we 
read Colleen Hoover’s Verity, an eroƟc 
sexy thriller! This book was two books 
within one book and reads very differ-
ently. It leaves you with an unexpected 
ending and readers will want to know 
more about what really happened.   

Kolton DeFoor, English/INTS, Piranesi, 
a beauƟfully wriƩen fantasy novel. 
Clarke masterfully balances references 
to history, philosophy, mythology, and 
mysƟcism in a labyrinthine narraƟve, 
wriƩen in first-person journal entries 
by the charming, innocent Ɵtle charac-
ter. Piranesi was unputdownable, and 
it is a story that will sƟck with me for a 
very long Ɵme. 

Laurel Holland, Sociology. Barbara Kingsolver, Demon Cop-
perhead, is a story about beaƟng the odds even when life 
throws you curve balls. Demon delicately 
negoƟates his young life in the midst of 
crushing poverty, a culture of substance 
abuse, foster care, and even his first love. A 
coming-of-age story, Demon is reminiscent 
of David Copperfield and it’s great fun to 
travel along with the red-haired protagonist 
unƟl the very last stop! 

A. Keith Kelly, English. I finished reading The 
Three-Body Problem by Liu Cixin, in advance 
of the new Neƞlix series. It is a bit of a chal-
lenge to get into because of its nonlinear plot, 
and what I am certain is significant arƟstry 
lost in translaƟon. It does, however, present a 
unique science ficƟon concept that is worth 

the effort for those who enjoy something different  
Stephanie Wright, Psychology: The Push by 
Ashley Audrain. I think I liked it. The narra-
Ɵve was Ɵght and tense from beginning to 
end, and this was really one of the best of 
gaslighƟng stories I've ever read. However, I 
was leŌ emoƟonally stunned for days aŌer 
finishing. I definitely recommend but note 
that The Push includes frequent references to child death if 
that's past your boundaries. 

Richard Rawls, History, Religion. Penguin 
Book of Dutch Short Stories, ed. Joost 
Zwagerman. The Dutch are tolerant, direct, 
and expecƟng an open dialogue without 
name calling. They are also introspecƟve 
and not quick to “reveal their souls.” This 
book of excellently translated stories fortu-
nately gives us an inner window into the 

Dutch soul through literature. Their souls are someƟmes 
playful, but oŌen struggling to understand and make their 
way in the world. The stories are Ɵnged with irony and wit, 
and are slightly melancholic. They portray the types of is-
sues we humans face, but from a Dutch perspecƟve. These 
stories will definitely reward you! 


