Historiography of the Black Panther Party

Takita A. Farley



J

o0

L)

&

o0

L)

o0

&

o0

Brief History

Formed 1n 1966, dismantled by
1982.

First original scholarship done by
former party members in the form
of memoirs or autobiographies.

Newspapers, Police reports, and
FBI COINTELPRO are also
sources.

Two competing views of the BPP:
Militant Group V. Heroic
Organization
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Major Works

< Paul Alkebulan — Survival
Pending Revolution: The
History of the Black Panther
Party (2012)

< Waldo E. Martin Jr. and
Joshua Bloom- Black Against
the Empire: The History and
Politics of the Black Panther
Party (2013)

< Curtis Austin - Up Against the
Wall: Violence in the Making
and Unmaking of the Black
Panther Party. (2008)




Major Themes

A/

< Leadership woes contributed to the fall.

< FBI's COINTELPRO destroyed the BPP.

/7

<+ The BPP was never a nationalized
organization but a collection of local chapters.

R/

% Duality of the Party’s image.

A/

< Debates on Gender and Sexuality.



Conclusion

<+ The History of the Black
Panther Party is
experiencing a new wave of
scholarship.

<

<+ More emphasis is being
placed on the inner
workings of the

BOWER TO organization
THE PEOPLE...
THEN AND NOwW <+ The main objective for

historians is uncovering
honest histories of actual
events.
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