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     GGC Lecturer of Anthropology Dr. MaryBeth Chrostowsky was named 
a Fulbright Scholar for the academic year 2023-2024. Chrostowsky will 
teach and research in Uganda. 

     Chrostowsky’s appointment will be at the Uganda Martyrs University 
(UMU) in the Masters Refugee and MigraƟon Studies (RMS) program. 
The University is located in Kampala, near Lake Victoria in the south cen-
tral part of the country. 

     The UMU assigned Chrostowsky two courses for the instrucƟonal 
part of her fellowship: Theory and PracƟce of Humanitarian IntervenƟon 
and FoundaƟons of MigraƟon and Refugees Studies.  

     The research component of Chrostowsky’s Fulbright will examine 
how kinship funcƟons as a resource for South Sudanese forced mi-
grants. Chrostowsky wants to understand how South Sudanese 
“creaƟvely imagine a new life and to negoƟate their current precarious 
and unpredictable condiƟons during asylum.” 

     Chrostowsky’s topic is Ɵmely, especially considering the current po-
liƟcal crisis. Social and poliƟcal disrupƟon are nothing new for the Suda-
nese people. “South Sudan’s long history of conflict has led to a reality 
of prolonged displacement among its populaƟon,” Chrostowsky ob-
served. “Many South Sudanese fleeing to Uganda for asylum find them-
selves remaining for as long as a decade or more.” 

     The displacement that refugees feel raises quesƟons about how they 
survive. Chrostowsky’s research addresses coping mechanisms: “Broadly 
speaking this ethnographic project will explore the extent to which long-
standing kinship pracƟces and paƩerns can be renegoƟated to provide 
soluƟons to the complicated cultural disjuncƟons and unknown futures 
that accompanies their forced displacement.” 

     Chrostowsky’s aspiraƟons include generaƟng an empathy for refu-
gees that results in tangible benefits. “I hope my posiƟon at RMS pro-
gram will create an interest and recogniƟon among the students and 
faculty of the importance of the lived refugee experience and how 
anthropology can provide a unique perspecƟve criƟcal to improved 
refugee policy and law,” she said. 
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Dr. Marybeth Chrostowsky hopes that 
her teaching and research help people 
understand both the challenges refu-
gees face and the coping mechanisms 
they develop. Below, Ugandan flag. 
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geographical context. 


