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Governor Brian Kemp Delivers Environmental Address 
at Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful 

BY MARIUM ZAFAR 

STAFF REPORTER 

On Oct. 10, Gwinnett Clean 
and Beautiful held its 13th annual 
Environmental Address, which 
featured Governor Brian Kemp, 
who said that Gwinnett is "on 
the front lines" in dealing with 
environmental issues. 

The luncheon celebrated the 
environmental preservation efforts 
of Gwinnett-based companies, 
organizations, and schools. 

Executive Director of Gwinnett 
Cl_ean and Beautiful, Schelly 
Marlatt, said the organization 
strives to cultivate leadership, 
stewardship, and recognize "those 
who take ownership of their 
community to leave this place 
better than founded." 

Among those recognized were two 
GGC students, each of whom won 
he Gwinne Clean and Beautiful 
scholarship worth $2,500. 

"This is my third year of winning 
it," said environmental science 
major Candi Abbey. "I'm excited 
that I received this honor." 

The second winner, chemistry 
major Louis Iddrisu said much the 
same. He is set to graduate in May 
2020 and wants to volunteer with 
Doctors Without Borders. 

President Jann Joseph thanked 
Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful for 
their longtime support of GGC 
students. 

"Thank you for creating this 
opportunity. [The students] enjoy 
the experience of networking with 
community and business leaders 

from across the state and have the 
honor of hearing the governor's 
environmental address," she 
said. "I'm very proud. I'm happy 
this award will recognize two [ of 
the students]. In my mind, it's 
recognizing all of them." 

Governor Brian Kemp also 
recognized GGC. 

"Last week we had a teacher 
listening tour at GGC with a bunch 
of K-12 teachers. Some of our local 
legislatures were there. We're 
committed to continue to listen and 
learn from our educators," he said. 

"I've seen a lot of great things 
done to help make sure our 
students and our folks working 
in the schools are safer than they 
were a year ago. A big problem in 
our schools is school violence tied 
with mental health issues. That's 
why we've doubled funding to the 
existing aid program to put more 

Photo credit: Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful Facebook 

counselors in our schools to take 
the workload off our nurses and 
teachers," he said. 

Addressing the environment, 
Governor Kemp said the Peach 
State ha~ a lot to be proud of. 

"Our parks and recreation 
areas offer visitors and Georgians 
opportunity alike to visit 
outdoors and also understand 
the importance of environmental 
stewardship. It's our job to be 
forward thinking and empower 
groups like this and people like you 
to continue to protect our precious 
environment and invest in our local 
communities and preserve our 
unique ecosystems for generations 
to come," he said. 

Governor Kemp said the State 
Properties Commission is working 
to secure access to environmentally 
sensitive properties and natural 
resources. 

Information technology major 
Greatzel U nabia is seeking a career 
in sustainability. "I'm so glad to 
see that there are so many people 
in Gwinnett who are dedicated to 
an environmental cause. Although 
I did wish Governor Kemp talked 
more about environmental 
responsibility and sustainability, 
which was the theme of the event, 
instead of other things, which were 
equally important but not very 
relevant to the original theme." 

Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful also 
announced other rewards. 

The Connie Wiggins 
Environmental Legacy Award 
was given to Gwinnett Clean and 
Beautiful' s Chairman Bartow 
Morgan Jr. for being a "pioneer for 
change," said Marlatt. 

Gwinnett district commissioners 
and Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful' s 
biggest sponsor and winner of 
the Green Community Partner o 
the Year Award, Primerica, were 
applauded for their contributions. 
Gwinnett County's Department of 
Transportation was awarded as the 
Green Government of the Year for 
their road clean-up services. 

Mason Elementary School, a 
national Green Ribbon and Georgia 
STEM certified school, earned the 
Jim Steele Educator Award for 
making sustainability a common 
thread in their school curriculum. 

"All students participate in 
environmentally based learning 
projects throughout the year. This 
year's project included the Food 
Waste Warriors," said Marlatt. 

The Green Business Leader of 
the Year award was presented 
to Charity Recycling Services as 
one of the local businesses to take 
"significant or innovative strides to 
reduce their carbon footprint and 
adopt environmentally friendly 
practices, waste prevention, 
recycling, and water conservation." 

The luncheon adjourned after 
Director Marlatt's final speech, 
thanking the attendees for their 
support and appreciation. 

For Peachtree Ridge high 
schooler Sivani Desai, the event 
"felt like a great opportunity to 
meet elected officials across the 
county and hear from Governor 
Kemp." She was excited to have the 
opportunity to attend. 
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LETTER FROM AN EDITOR 

Dear reader, 

In the past couple of months, on at least two ocassions, I've 
been asked some form of the following question: Why don't 
you mind your own business and leave things alone? 

In answering that question, I could invoke the journalistic 
ethos-of speaking truth to power, as they say-but that would 
be pretentious. I don't claim to be a journalist, and I don't 
claim to be serving some higher good. 

My motive is far more self-serving, and my answer far more 
simple: 

It's fµn. 
i 

I starting working for The Globe as a way to bolster my resume. 
Like:many soon-to-be graduates, I realized that my resume had 
far tbo much white space. I decided that I would write a couple 
of stories and soon discovered that I actually enjoyed it. 

In dther words, I don't mind my own business because there is 
more fun to be had minding the business of others. 

Mo~t of that business is good: highlighting the 
accpmplishments of our professors, introducing readers to our 
new president, reminiscing on the bygone days of our celebrity 
cat 

But, of course, some of that business is bad. 

We don't have to mind our own business. We don't have to 
leave things alone. So why would we? 

Sincerely, 
Ben Anderson 
Managing Editor 
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No PLANS TO EXPAND STUDENT PARKING SAYS DEPUTY 

CHIEF OF POLICE 

BY MATIHEW RODRIGUEZ 

STAFF REPORTER 

There are no plans to expand 
student parking. Infrastructure 
planning will instead focus on 
improving the gravel lots. 

Campus Police said 
improvements would increase 
pedestrian safety and that parking 
is consistently available in the 3000 

Lot. 
The surge of new students this fall 

has congested parking lots closer to 
campus buildings. 

"This is the worst parking has 
been in my four semesters here," 
said senior Tien Duong, who 
sometimes spends as much as 30 

minutes looking for parking after 
ga.m. 

Deputy Chief of Police Carlos 
Llorens spoke about how GGC 

plans to expand its infrastructure 
According to Officer Lloreps, 

infrastructure planning is based 
on percentages of campus usage. 
Reports show that peak usage 
occurs from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, with 
around two-thirds of classrooms in 
use. 

Parking is still available in the 
3000 Lot during these same peak 
hours so, there is no need for · 
expansion. 

For now, infrastructure planning 
is focused on improving the gravel 
lots. Students may notice generator 
lights in these lots being replaced 
with light poles and the installment 
of security cameras. 

The goal is to pave the gravel lots, 
which would create more space and 
make walking safer. 

Of greater concern for Llorens 
is the sharp increase in available 

parking from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
following a rush of vehicle and 
pedestrian traffic. 

"It's all about the safety of the 
students," he said. 

Campus infrastructure planning 
prioritizes safety over convenience. 
· Llorens emphasized that campus 

planning centralizes classroom 
spaces and pushes parking to the 
edges of campus to lower risk for 
pedestrians. "Sometimes you're 
going to have to walk more than 
you want," he said. 

As for getting a spot closer to 
class, Llorens said students should 
"plan appropriately." An earlier 
arrival on campus means a better 
chance of finding closer parking, · 
diminishes traffic rushes, and 
makes lots safer for pedestrians. 

"I park closer to my last class of 
the day," said student Ryan Vales. 
"I usually park over at the 3000 

Lot." 
Infrastructure planning goes 

beyond parking to include 
resources like water and even 
internet. While the numbers 
the police department track are 
considered in planning, the USG 
Board of Regents uses statistics 
from all of GGC's departments to 
determine budgeting. 

Llorens said that ideal efficiency 
for his department would cause 
imbalance elsewhere on campus. 
Improvements must be made 
incrementally to avoid a rise in 
tuition. 

GGC's student body continues to 
grow. With roughly 13,000 parking 
stickers registered this year and 
just over 5,000 available spaces, 
expansion may be inevitable. 

President Joseph Hosts Breakfastfor Gwinnett Mayors 

BY BENJAMIN ANDERSON 

MANAGING EDITOR 

On Sept. 17, GGC President 
Jann Joseph hosted a breakfast 
for Gwinnett mayors to strengthen 
partnerships between the college 
and surrounding communities. 

"At GGC the 'G' stands for 
'Georgia,' and the next 'G' stands 
for 'Gwinnett,"' President Joseph 
said. 

"This is just an opportunity to 
give the mayors a chance to meet 
and greet [and] a chance for them 
to talk about how they serve our 
community and how they serve our 
students and a chance for me to let 
them know that we appreciate what 
they do." 

The mayors included Judy 
Johnson of Lawrenceville, Barbara 
Bender of Snellville, and Mike 
Mason of Peachtree Corners, who 
is also a professor of economics at 
GGC, among others. 

One of the major developments 

will include satellite classes. 
"We can't necessarily ... have 

everybody drive to campus. 
The next piece is looking at the 
feasibility of offering classes in 
some of these cities, primarily 
in these new downtown 

Judy Johnson, mayor of Lawrenceville. Photo credit: GGC 

President .Joseph and the mayors of Gwinnett County. Photo credit: c.,.c;c 

environments," President Joseph 
said. 

Barbara Bender, mayor of 
Snellville, talked about bringing 
GGC classes to the downtown area. 

"We're hoping to partner more 
with Georgia Gwinnett College to 
bring classes to out downtown," she 
said. "We just signed a development 
agreement that will bring about an 
$85 million dollar investment to 
the city of Snellville for our town 
center," which will include "about 
250 apartments," with plans to 
break ground next summer. 

There were also talks of creating a 
dual enrollment program. 

"We are considering things 
like starting our dual enrollment 
program because we have so many 
high schoolers that have come to 
campus to take their dual enrolled 
classes," President Joseph said. "So 
the idea behind it is how do we take 
it into the community and all the 
high schools." 

Judy Johnson, mayor of 
Lawrenceville, said that a new road 
will be built connecting downtown 
Lawrenceville to the college. 

"That's the one thing we wanted 
to do is be able to connect and have 
the students have better access, and 
the faculty, to come downtown," 
she said. 

It was the first time GGC hosted 
the mayors of Gwinnett, and the 
college plans to make it an annual 
event, with more detailed plans to 
follow. 

"We can eventually have an 
agenda, have something specific, 
but for now, it was just a chance 
to connect, see what we have in 
common, and set the stage for how 
we can work together," President 
Joseph said. "I want my presidency 
to be about full collaboration." 
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SUMM ERGRADUATIONNOMORE 

BY SHEYDA HOVANLOO 
STAFF REPORTER 

GGc will no longer hold sum
mer graduation ceremonies. 

"To streamline processes and 
more efficiently use state resourc
es, Georgia Gwinnett College will 

shift summer graduates to the 
larger spring and fall commence
ment ceremonies," said Ms. Sally 
Ramey, Assistant Director of Me
dia and Publications. 

"Students who have 12 or few-
er hours left for completing their 
degrees and who are enrolled for 
summer school will participate in 
the spring ceremony," she said. 
"Students with more than 12 hours 
remaining would participate in the 
fall ceremony." 

The change has upended some 
students' graduation plans. 

BY BENJAMIN ANDERSON 

MANAGING EDITOR 

On Sept. 18, GGC hosted the 
second annual Faculty Scholarship 
and Creativity Celebration in the 
Kaufman Library, and attendant 
faculty were hopeful that the new 
administration will do more to 
support their scholarship. 

While the previous 
administration paid "lip service" 
to supporting faculty scholarship, 
said Dr. Robert Raining, Associate 
Professor of Chemistry, the new 
administration appears to be 
pointed more squarely "in the 
right direction," in large part 
due to President Jann Joseph's 
background as a scientist and 
researcher. 

Although the event was 
modest, faculty appreciated the 
recognition. 

"It is one way the college can 
affirm the scholarship that is being 
done," said Dr. Frank Smith, 
Lecturer of History. "It's a nice 
thing to have that affirmation." 

Faculty expect the 
administration to express its 
support in dollars, as well. 

SGA WELCOMES NEW 

MEMBERS AT GREEN 

JACKET CEREMONY 

LINA SAID 
NEWS EDITOR 

On Sept. 26, the Student 
Government Association (SGA) 
held their annual Green Jacket 
Ceremony in the L VIS to 
inaugurate its new members. 

Following an opening speech 
by former SGA president Eliman 
Marena, the Director of Student 
Involvement and the Student 
Center, Dr. Lakiesa Rawlinson, 
ushered the new members to the 

"I was set to graduate in the 
summer with a couple of my 
friends, but since they canceled, I 
had to go from a part-time student 
to full time and add more classes," 
said Cindy Mejia, a business major. 
"I'm trying to make it work with 
my work schedule, and it's rough." 

Emails were sent to faculty, 
but some professors were still 
unaware. 

"I was not aware of this," said Dr. 
Jason Edwards, Professor of En
glish. "[Summer graduation hasn't 
affected me at all or my classes." 

"I'll say this. I coach little league 
for my boys, and just as important 
as the trophy is the team picture," 
he said. 

GGC graduates. Photo credit: GGC 

Even though summer graduation 
is gone, both the fall and spring 
graduations will commence as 
scheduled. 

Students set to graduate in the 
summer will need to apply by Dec. 
1 and have 12 hours or fewer to 
complete. 

New Administration Poised 
to Boost Faculty Scholarship 

The Kaufman Library. Photo credit: GOC 

"One-hundred percent, I believe 
that," said Dr. Umar Khokhar, 
Assistant Professor of Information 
Technology, when asked if he 
expects more funding under the 
leadership of President Joseph. He 
noted her fundraising credentials, 
which weighed heavily in her 
appointment as president. 

President Joseph took the 
podium at the opening of the 
event and commended faculty for 
their scholarly excellence, before 
introducing the Provost, Dr. T .J. 
Arant, who made similar remarks. 

stage, all of whom were wearing 
their green jackets. 

The entirety of SGA stood 
together and recited their oath, 
affirming that they "will act in the 
best interest of the student body 
[and] uphold the honor, integrity, 
and reputation of Georgia 
Gwinnett College." 

The Provost, Dr. T.J. Arant, 
took the stage and spoke about 
the legacy that SGA will leave for 
generations to come. "You are the 

"It is so important that we take a 
moment to reflect on the fact that 

\. 

while our priority is excellence 
in teaching-and mentoring our 
students, of course-our faculty 
and staff also work very hard to 
expand the body of knowledge 
in their respective disciplines," 
President Joseph said. 

"You bring distinction to your 
careers and to Georgia Gwinnett 
College." 

GGC may not be an elite 
institution, but its faculty are doing 
important work. 

ones that are making a legacy for 
years and building this tradition 
that in 200 years SGA will look to." 

Vice President Harriet 
Amofah spoke shortly thereafter 
about some of the goals of the 
organization. 

"This year, I look forward to 
accomplishing many of this 
administration's initiatives, 
including bringing a food pantry 
to campus, providing free sanitary 
pads in all female bathrooms, 
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Students are advised to speak 
with their mentors if they have 
further questions. 

"It's very impressive if you look 
at what faculty are publishing," 
said Ms. Barbara Mann, Dean 
of Library Services and leading 
coordinator of the event. "This is 
an institution that in the past has 
focused on teaching, but faculty 
are doing more than just teaching. 
They're contributing to the body 
of knowledge that people are then 
using to learn from, and that's an 
important thing to recognize." 

"There has been research 
that has contributed to medical 
breakthroughs," she said. 

The Kaufman Library and the 
Center for Teaching Excellence 
compiled a bibliography of 77 
peer-reviewed works from Aug. 
2018 to 2019, which can be found 
on GGC's General Space webpage 
at generalspace.ggc.edu. 

"Typically, people think of 
academics as primarily teachers," 
said Dr. Laurel Holland, Interim 
Dean of the School of Liberal Arts. 
"But when they go home, they 
don't stop working. They're sort of 
·on the clock all the time." 

enhancing awareness of SGA and 
other RSOs, and many more." 

"We are a resource for students 
to use to see change and progress 
at Georgia Gwinnett College," she 
said. 

Following the ceremony, 
students mingled with their 
representatives and c·ongratulated 
them. 

SGA hosts town hall meetings 
throughout the semester where 
students can voice their concerns. 
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PROFESSOR OF THE MONTH 

DR. JASON MOSSER 
BY BENJAMIN ANDERSON 

MANAGING EDITOR 

Dr. Jason Mosser, Professor of English, is one of the senior most 
faculty members at GGC. He has been here since the beginning, when 
the college admitted its first freshmen in 2007, and he helped build the 
English program from the ground up. 

I've had the pleasure of taking three of his classes, and there is a 
reason I kept coming back. 

He is at once an everyman and an intellectual, someone who can 
hold forth without talking down, who can wax poetic without affecting 
a wane in student interest. 

I sat down with him recently to learn more about his life and his 
poetry. Our chat was occasioned by a poetry reading he performed 
in the Cisco Auditorium a few days prior. He published a poetry 
chapbook in the summer of 2018, titled Salvage, and for this event, 
he read some of his unpublished poems. I want to share some of them 
with you. 

You will quickly realize that the man is the poetry and the poetry 

NOVEMBER 20l9 

is the man. Much of Dr. Mosser's poetry is autobiographical. He was 
born and raised in Charleston, West Virginia, and had a middle-class 
upbringing. He laments the fact that many take "middle class" and 
"West Virginia" to be like oil and water. 

Dr. Jason Mosser, Professor of English. Photo credit: GGC 

"Most people that I meet have never met anybody from West Virginia, 
but they have these stereotypes-coal miners, toothless old rednecks, big 
overalls. You wouldn't think there's a middle class in West Virginia, but I'm 
from the middle class .... As I was driving home yesterday, I was listening 
to an interview with some woman who had written yet another novel 
about poor people in Appalachia living out in the hollers. It's always the 
same damn story. I grew up around some of that, the sort of hillbilly stuff, 
for sure. But, again, I had a middle-class upbringing like any other baby 
boomer, with a TV and indoor plumbing and air conditioning." 

Two of Dr. Mosser's favorite poets are Charles Bukowski and T.S. 
Elliot, and I suspect that this is not a coincidence. These poets sit on 
opposite ends of a spectrum-the dirty realist in Bukowski and the 
erudite modernist in Elliot. Like the everyman and the intellectual, like 
the dirty realist and erudite modernist, like the middle class and West 
Virginia, Dr. Mosser shows in his poetry-and perhaps in his life-that 
oil and water do in fact mix. 

Quarter Draft Night at the College Inn (Morgantown, WV, 1975) 

Tuesday night, two bucks bought eight beers. 
To the left, a long bar lined with thirsty students 
guzzling suds, practicing pick-up techniques, 
and nerds like us replaying Python routines. 
To the right, a row of pinball machines, 
flashing and beeping and buzzing, 
seductive as prostitutes, guys juking, 
thrusting, careful not to tilt, burning lit 
cigarettes on the tables' glass surfaces. 

The owner, a chubby, curly-headed satyr, 
lumpenprole slumlord slob named Biff, 
knew how to cajole students out of their 
mommy's and daddy's savings on a school night. 
Biff had us all by the steely balls: 
one broomcloset-sized men's room, 
with unflushable, black-stained toilet-
toxic urine reek. Some guys doubled up, 
one pissing in the toilet, another the sink. 
Bladder-shy, sometimes I snuck outside 
to the alley to find a private place to pee. 

Angelina Bellebuono 

Your name is like a poem, I said 
She said I was dead in the head. 
No, seriously, I said, You're a writer: 
four iambs, a fragment in tetrameter: 
Angel/ina/ Belle/buono 
Little Angel of Beauty and Goodness 
It's almost impossible to pronounce 
without accent of Venice or Florence: 
Angelina Bellebuono, 
multo bene Italiano, 
and when I turned on the radio 
the morning after we said hello, 
the first sound I heard 
was the word "Angelina," 
a song about a girl, 
whose name is a song. 

In some bars you could throw darts, shoot pool, play Foosball. 
In others who could drink Perrier, play backgammon, 
you could marinate in Margaritaville mellowness. 
At the College Inn we just drank and talked and smoked cigarettes, 
but that now defunct dive formed the vortex o( the Sunnyside Strip 
because in the back room, filled with red and yellow plastic booths, 

Salvagcz and 
Othczr Poems 

TheNewOnes 

For years, my next door neighbors 
isolated themselves, ancient and invisible. 
The new ones are a yuppie couple
fixer-uppers, they labor like ants. 
They cut down the wall of kudzu 
the ancients cultivated to protect their privacy. 
The new ones' calico sits inscrutably 
in an opposite window, scrutinizing me. 
Their backyard is cluttered with tarp, tools, 
traffic cones, rusty dumpsters, drippy paint cans, 
a camper big as the Quarrier Diner, 
and a giant white refrigeration unit. 

Such crafty people baffle me, 
caulking and grouting and puttering. 
If I owned that house, that big backyard, 
I'd hire Charlie to build me a gazebo, 
and I'd sit outside this springy day, 
drinking Chardonnay and singing, 
every single song I've ever sung. 

a wall-sized window exposed the view/ up and down College Avenue, 
with vinyl chairs to sit and watch, so the best place to sit on a Tuesday night, 
or on any other wasted, Weltschmerz night of our late-adolescent lives, 
was right there, watching our showbiz selves stroll in and out of view, 
cameoing in the mise en scene like some Warholian cinema verite. 

It don't mean a thing if 
it ain't got that swing. 
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GGC AWARDS PROFESSORS AND STAFF 

AT ANNUAL FALL RECOGNITION 
BY MAR.ENDA SCALES 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

GGC held its annual Fall 
Recognition ceremony to 
award faculty and staff for 
their "outstanding scholarship, 
leadership, service and creativity," 
the event pamphlet stated. The 
ceremony was held on Sept. 19 in 
LVIS. 

Among the 93 faculty members 
nominated, six won awards. There 
was one staff award. 

GGC also celebrated the hiring of 
25 faculty members and recognized 
the promotions of 31 others. Sixteen 
faculty members were promoted 
from the School of Science and 
Technology, nine from the School 
of Liberal Arts, and six from the 
School of Education. 

The ceremony began with the 
Star-Spangled Banner, sung by 
student Janae Gray. Attendees 
stood with their hands over their 
hearts while facing the flags in the 
L VIS auditorium. 

The Provost, Dr. T.J. Arant, took 
the stage, thanked everyone for 
coming, and congratulated each 
of the award recipients. He then 
introduced President Jann L. 
Joseph to the stage where she made 
similar remarks. 

Toward the end of the ceremony, 
President Joseph took the stage 
again to introduce the final 

Dr. Mai Tin Tsoi, Professor of Chemistry and recipient of the Outstanding Teaching Awdrd. 
Photo Credit: GGC 

award recipient, Dr. Mai Yin 
Tsoi, Professor of Chemistry 
and recipient of the Outstanding 
Teaching Award. 

"We are proud to provide [Dr. 
Tsoi] with this award," President 
Joseph said. 

Dr. Tsoi has been a professor at 
GGC for 12 years. The California 
native holds a doctorate in science 
education from the University of 
Georgia as well as a master's in 

organic chemistry from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology and a 
bachelor of science in chemistry 
from Vassar College. 

At GGC, Dr. Tsoi led an initiative 
to implement specifications 
grading across all disciplines and 
course levels, though currently it is 
administered only in math, science, 
and nursing courses, 

Specification grading requires 
students to demonstrate mastery 

Zombie Prom Comes to GGC 
With Guest Director 

BY REBECCA 'fwIGGS 

STUDENT REPORTER 

Aurora Theatre showcased 
Zombie Prom from Oct. 23-27 
at the Aurora Studio Black Box 
Theatre. 

For the first time, GGC's fall 
musical was not be directed by 
theatre professor Jaclyn Faircloth, 
but instead Renita James, 
Education Coordinator at Aurora 
Theatre. 

Zombie Prom is a lesser-known 

musical comedy that premiered him to hurl himself into the local 
off-Broadway in the mid-199os. nuclear plant. Jonny dies, returns 
The musical is set in a fictional to school as a zombie, and finds 
1950s high school and follows the himself not only struggling to be 
love story of Jonny, an outcast · with Toffee but fighting for his right 
rebel, and Toffee, a popular good to stay in school and be accepted. 
girl. Jonny was played by Daniel "The humor is pretty dark, and 
Lee, a sophomore majoring in I love dark comedy," said James 
Cinema and Media Arts Production when asked why she chose Zombie 
(CMAP), and Toffee was played by Prom. "It's about a kid who comes 
junior CMAP major Robyn Rogers. 

The couple are going steady 
until Toffee's parents pressure her 
to break up with Jonny, leading 
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of specific skills. A student's grade 
is not dependent on attendance or 
partial points. Instead, students are 
given many chances to demonstrate 
that they have acquired the 
appropriate skills. 

She spoke about the importance 
of second chances, both in life and 
in the classroom. 

She invited her children-Kate, 
12, and Lucy, 8-to the stage and 
handed each a ball to toss into a 
basket. "The winner gets $10," she 
said to the crowd. "Who are you all 
cheering for?" 

Her daughter, Lucy, made it on 
her third attempt. "It's not about 
making it on the first try," Dr. Tsoi 
said. 

"Here at GGC, we do what's 
right for the students," she said. 
"Anything can happen when given a 
second chance." 

Below is a list of the awards and 
recipients. 

Outstanding Teaching: Dr. Mai 
Yin Tsoi 

Outstanding Faculty Service: Dr 
Cengiz Gunay 

Outstanding Student 
Engagement: Dr. Christopher G. 
Brown 

Outstanding Scholarship and 
Creative Activities: Dr. Ajay mallia 

Outstanding Faculty Mentor: Dr. 
Kimberly Swartzentruber 

Outstanding Part-Time Faculty 
Teaching: Dr. Karen C. Benson 

Outstanding Staff: Christina 
Hildebrand 

to school already an outsider,just 
wanting to be accepted," she said. 
"When he comes back as a zombie 
and more of an outcast ... seeing 
everyone rally for his acceptance 
[is] really such a beautiful thing." 

"It's a feel-good, funny show," she 
said. "Who doesn't love to feel good 
when they leave the theater?" 

The cast was very excited for 
their fellow GGC students to see 
the show. "The choreography is 
great, the songs are great, and it's 
really great to have a guest director 
involved to kind of shake things 
up," said Rogers. 

"There's a lot of romance, and 
zombies of course," said Lee. 
"Everyone can relate to something 
on stage." 
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Chest beating, table pounding, 
grunting and bellowing and 
growling-the verbiage used to 
describe the tantrum of a raging 
gorilla is equally appropriate 
in describing the spectacle of 
professional armwrestling. 

On Sept. 25, the World 
Armwrestling League came to 
Turner Arena in Atlanta to host the 
biggest event in its history (WAL 
506), and it ended in an uproar. 

There were five matches in total 
including two championships, 
the winners of which claimed one 
of the most prestigious prizes in 
professional armwrestling-the 
WAL hammer, a giant metal 
hammer weighing nearly 20 

pounds. 
In the main event of the evening, 

"Monster" Michael Todd, the 
reigning heavyweight champion, 
brandished his hammer, stormed 
off stage, and refused to continue 
what had been a "career-ending 
deathmatch," as commentator Neil 
Pickup described it. 

"Give me my [expletive] 
hammer," Todd snarled. "I won this 
[ expletive J." 

"I have to interview this guy," 
said a wide-eyed and trepid Jason 
Fisher, the post-match interviewer. 

At 6 feet 3 inches tall, and 
weighing 268 pounds, Todd's 
"Monster" moniker needs little 
explanation. He has a bald head, 
a colossal beard, and his arms 
are such that Popeye looks like a 
weakling by comparison. 

It was the second time that 
Todd and his opponent, Jerry "Big 
Daddy" Cadorette, had pulled one 
another. (The word "pull" is used as 
a synonym for "armwrestle.") Their 
first match is widely regarded as 
one of the greatest in the history of 
professional armwrestling, with one 
of the rounds lasting an astonishing 
seven minutes and 20 seconds-the 
longest in WAL history. Cadorette 
narrowly secured the victory, 
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Rob Vig~ant Jr. roars after retaining his middle\-\•eight hammer. Photo credit: World..Armw,-estling League 

winning 3 .. 2. 

Their second match was much 
like their first, except it was for the 
heavyweight hammer and "far more 
brutal," Pickup said. Many times it 
looked as:though Todd might break 
his arm. He is notorious for pulling 
in what is called a "broken arm 
position," a gamble for which he 
once paid the ultimate price. 

Armwrestling is a combat sport, 
and armwrestlers often refer to 
"matches" as "fights." Professional 
armwrestlers subject themselves to 
permanent damage of their joints, 
tendons, and ligaments and are 
often unable to straighten their 
arms. 

By the final round, both men 
were the worse for wear-red-fac~d, 
pouring sweat, their right arms 
pulsing and inflated. 

Todd complained between rounds 
that his hand was injured, and 
Cadorette had his arm submerged 
in an ice chest. "This is a battle 
of wills like we have never seen 
before," Pickup said. 
· And, once again, the score 

was tied at 2-2. The winner of 
this round would secure the 
heavyweight hammer and solidify 

himself as the baddest armwrestler 
on this side of the ocean. 

To win a match, a competitor 
must win 3 of 5 rounds. If a 
competitor has their arm pinned 
or fouls three times, he or she loses 
the round. ~f the hands slip apart 
or the competitors fail to secure a 
fair grip within 30 seconds, referee 
Bart Wood declares, "Going to the 
strap," whereupon their hands 
are tightly bound with a red nylon 
strap. 

And it was the strap-or failure 
thereof-that precipitated Todd's 
tantrum. 

In the final round their hands 
slipped, and the strap was applied. 
With the strap secured, the referee 
shouted, "Ready. Go!" 

Cadorette went for the press, 
"driving down with every fiber of 
his soul," Pickup said, and nearly 
got the pin. Then Todd transitioned 
to a press of his own, which 
loosened the strap. The strap was 

· keeping their hands together-but 
just barely. 

Cadorette' s hand was bent 
backward, and the only points of 
contact were the tips of his fingers 
on Todd's palm. They were pulling 

"from the ugliest of positions," 
Pickup said. 

Cadorette' s elbow slid off the 
front of the pad, and a running 
foul was called, meaning he 
would have to "win" the round 
just to get a restart. Then 
Cadorette deliberately lifted his 
elbow. Bart Wood stopped the 
action, and Todd declared victory, 
claiming that Cadorette had 
fouled three times and thus lost 
the match. 

"We're not ending it like that," 
Wood said as the crowd began 
to boo. He told the men to go to 
their comers while he reviewed 
the video. 

But Todd was having none of it. 
He shouted and stomped around 
the arena as officials tried to calm 
him down. 

"Be professional about this," 
Wood said. "Calm down." 

After deliberating for nearly five 
minutes, Wood had his verdict. 
"Here's what we have. We already 
had Jerry on one foul. He lifted 
his arm again, two fouls, did not 
put it back on, so you would get a 
third foul." 

Cadorette protested to no avail 
that he did put his elbow back on 
the pad and that moreover the 
strap had failed. 

"To see it end on fouls is bitterly 
disappointing," Pickup said. 
"Both of these men left it all on 
the table. There was nothing left 
from either one." 

"I don't care if you hate 
me. That match was a war," 
Todd said in his post-match 
interview. "I was hated before. 
I'm really gonna be hated now. 
But I'm gonna embrace all that 
[expletive]. Whoo!" 

On Oct. 11, Steve Kaplan, 
President and Commissioner 
of the WAL, said on Instagram 
that rule changes will take 
effect next year during the 2020 

season, most of which "center 
around equipment failures or 
malfunctions," including a larger
strap for heavyweights. 

Rob Vigeant. Jr, roar& after retaining his middleweight hammer. Photo cnulit: World Armwre$tlint1 League 
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Ihe men's tennis team celebrates with a 100-straigbt victory banner foUo"-.mg the Grizzlies' triumph ilga.inst the University of Northwestern Ohio this past spring. 
Photo <:red.it: G('~ Engage Magazine 
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Winning and championships have become synonymous with 
GGC athletic teams since their launch in 2013. However, the 
2018-19 athletic year brought new levels of success, with all six 
teams advancing to compete at their National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) national championship sites - a 
first for the athletic program. 

The men's and women's tennis teams once again reigned supreme, 
capturing NAIA national championships. Five teams were ranked 
in the top 10 nationally and four won Association of Independent 
Institutions (A.I.I.) tournament titles. 

The men's tennis team's 109-match winning streak is the longest 
head-to-head winning streak in the nation for any collegiate sport 
or division. The men captured the program's sixth straight national 
title and didn't lose a point in winning four matches at the NAIA 
championships. 

The women's tennis team won its fifth national championship, its 
fourth consecutive title. The team lost just one match during the 
season. 

The men's soccer program made its second final championship 
site appearance in fall 2018. The team posted a 12-6-1 record and 
won the A.I.I. title for the fourth time in program history. Senior 
defender Andrew White, '19, criminal justice/criminology, became 
the program's inaugural NAIA All-American team choice. 

Meanwhile, the women's soccer and softball teams both advanced 
the farthest in postseason play in their programs' seven-year 
history. 

In fall 2018, the Grizzlies won its first national tournament 
women's soccer match and advanced to the Sweet 16. The team also 
won a school-record 17 matches and was No. 8 in its final national 
ranking. 

Lauren Moss, '19, exercise science, serves a ball from midfield 
to create a scoring chance in GGC's 7-0 victory against Thomas 
University in Thomasville, Georgia. Gregory Loukinen, '19, exercise 
science, throws a pitch during the baseball team's 2019 season 
opener. The softball team advanced to the semifinal round of the 
NAIA World Series. Senior pitcher Taylor Hansis, '19, biology, won 
a school-record 28 games in 2019 and set the career program record 
with 77 wins and 583 strikeouts. GGC defeated No. 2-ranked Marian 
University of Indianapolis, Indiana, at the World Series. This was 
the highest-ranked opponent the program has ever defeated. 

This spring also brought more success on the baseball diamond. 
The Grizzlies reached the semifinal round of the Avista NAIA World 
Series for the second consecutive season and finished with a 48-13 
record. 

Two players were selected in this year's Major League Baseball 
draft: second baseman Cam Coursey, '20, psychology and pitcher 
Matthew Swain, 19, criminal justice/ criminology. 

GGC scholar-athletes also had achievements away from their 
athletic fields, with five earning Google Cloud Academic All
American honors. Hansis, soccer player Ellinor Bertilsson, '19, 
business, and softball designated player Sydney Willhite, '20, 
biology, were first-team selections . Soccer player Stina Andersson, 
'19, psychology, and women's tennis player Madeline Bosnjak, '20, 
business, received second-team accolades. 

·-----------------------------------------------· 
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