


Board of Regents of the University System of 
Georgia Sued for $1 million 

Lawsuit holds the Board of Regents of negligent 

By Julie Thompson 
Managing Editor 

The Champion Law Firm is 
suing the Board of Regents of the 
University System of Georgia for 
$1 million to compensate for inju
ries a former Aramark employee 
incurred during an industrial acci
dent that took place in a restroom 
at Georgia Gwinnett College. 

The lawsuit was filed in 
July and holds the defendants 
responsible for an accident that 
occurred on March 21, 2016. The 
accident rendered the plaintiff un
able to work after she was scalded 
by water that erupted from a toilet 
in the women's restroom in Build
ing A. 

The accident occurred 
shortly before 8:oo a.m. and be
fore the plaintiffs work shift would 
have begun. 

The lawsuit accuses the 
Board of Regents along with seven 
other parties of "negligence [that] 
proximately caused damages to the 
Plaintiff." 

The victim's injuries in
clude second degree burns her on 
her arms, hands, abdomen, thighs, 

right knee, and mid back, These 
burns cover 24 percent of her 
body, the Champion's Ante-Litem 
notification states. Other injuries 
include nerve damage caused when 
glass shards penetrated the vic
tim's hands as well as scarring and 
discoloration from the burns. 

While the cause of the acci
dent is still unknown, the Board of 
Regents is being held responsible 
for the governance and m~inte
nance of the building and its facili
ties. 

"The Board of Regents is 
the state government entity that is 
vested with the governance, con
trol, and management of Georgia's 
Public colleges including Georgia 
Gwinnett College," the lawsuit 
reads. 

The Board owns A Building 
and leases it to Georgia Gwinnett 
College. The agreement was estab
lished by The University Financing 
Foundation (TUFF LLC), contract
ed in the College's starting years. 

The lawsuit names TUFF 
among the defendants. Another 
notable defendant is Sodexo, the 
company formerly responsible for 
maintenance services on campus. 

The case is still in its 
discovery period to determine 

the remaining parties at fault for 
the toilet's dysfunction. Highly 
speculated over when it occurred, 
the cause of the accident remains 
unknown. 

"When you have something 
like this that's tied back to a prod
uct, you have to ask yourself, is it 
something related to the product 
itself, the way it was made, the 
way it was designed, the way it was 
manufactured, something related 
to the installation of the product, 
something related to the way the 
product maintained?" Darl Cham
pion, the chief prosecutor, said. 

According to Champion, 
the amount the dependents are 
being sued for would cover her 
physical injuries, emotional and 
psychological distress, loss of wag
es, and medical expenses. 

"If you have some alter
native source of payment for your 
lost wages, whether it's a disability 
plan or whatever, it may be other 
source that doesn't reduce what 
the negligent parties are responsi
ble for," Champion said. 

The victim, who spent 
months recovering, was also pre
scribed anti-anxiety medication 
after the accident. According to 
her lawyer, the full amount of her 

damages and pain suffering are 
more than one million dollars. 

"I think the question is who 
is going to pay it?" Champion said. 
"Nobody is going to take 100% 

responsibility." 
The discovery period could 

take up to six months and the case 
will take even longer, Champi-
on told The Globe. Complicated 
with numerous teams of lawyers, 
it could be another year or more 
before the parties meet in court. 

PHOTO CREDIT, Julie Thompson 



New Maintenance and Custodial Contract 
By Amber King 

Staff Reporter 

C&W Services, a national 
leading facilities services and man
agement company, was awarded 
the contracts for maintenance 
and custodial services for GGC' s 
campus maintenance on Sept. 1, 

2017. Russell Landscaping won the 
separate contract bid for grounds 
maintenance. 

The contract, formerly held 
by Sodexo, covered all services, 
but these services were split into 
three different areas: facilities 
operations, custodial, and grounds 
maintenance. All three were bid for 

individually. 
Different facilities services 

companies bid in order to take 
over the new contracts. These com
panies had to meet certain stan
dards and go through a grading 
process in order to even be consid
ered for these contracts. 

Associate vice president 
of facilities at GGC Frank Coving
ton was one of five people who 
participated in a panel to judge 
these companies and their offers. 
The process he and his four peers 
examined potential companies 
through ensured the new mainte
nance services would meet indus
try standards as well as provide 
additional, much-needed services, 
such as mechanical and electrical 

services. 
"GGC used an industry 

standard to define the level of 
service we wanted in the contract 
instead of using means and meth
ods, such as how to clean a floor," 
Covington said. "The scope of 
work within the contract language 
defines the standard level that is 
expected for the vendor to meet or 
exceed." 

Covington also assured 
that the majority of the staff would 
not be leaving but would have to 
go through C&W's employment 
standards, such as renewed back
ground checks. Not much would 
visually change, except employees 
would now wear the C&W blue 
uniforms as well as use vehicles 

with the C&W logo on them. 
Current staff went through 

an onboarding process in order 
to meet the new standards in the 
contract. Staff was trained to pro
vide new services, such as Green 
Cleaning, an initiative by C&W to 
use only Green Certified cleaning 
products on campus. 

With the detailed grading 
system for firms, C&W came a cut 
above the rest with their provided 
services, willingness to onboard 
current staff employees, and 
industry standards. GGC has high 
hopes that these changes will lead 
to a beneficial partnership between 
the college and the firm. 

West Hall Building to Debut August '18 

The crane that lifted W's first frames into 
place. 
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By Marium Zafar 
Staff Reporter 

GGC will boast a brand 
new building within the next 10 

months. The West Hall building, 
nicknamed the W building, is 
scheduled to open in Aug. 2018 

and is beside building C. 
The West Hall building will 

consist of a gathering area similar 
to the one in building B's atrium. 
It will also include large tiered 
classrooms, a dean suite, faculty 
offices, and a diverse collection of 
classrooms. 

The entire building will be 
52,000 square feet, similar to the 
size of Building C. W building also 
hopes to sport a student gathering 

space, house the honors program, 
and facility offices. 

Associate Vice President 
of Facilities Frank Covington is 
overseeing the project and working 
alongside architects and the winter 
construction team to make sure 
construction progresses smoothly. 

"It's a nice, new structure 
that will be added to the cam
pus," Freshman Medina Custic 
said, "and I'm excited about the 
nursing classrooms because I'm a 

.pre-nursing major." 
The structure inside the 

hall will be modeled after "Har
vard-like" lecture halls, featuring 
wood panels and other design 
elements not typical of GGC build
ings. It will be similar to building 
C3's exterior design. This decision 

was made by the President's office. 
"What worries me is that 

by adding more classrooms, that 
means that they're planning on 
admitting more students," Alma 
Maldonado, a junior business ma
jor, says. "GGC will be even bigger, 
which can be a problem due to 
larger professor-student ratios and 
less parking, which is already a 
problem." 

Additional parking space 
surrounding W Building has been 
discussed. 

This addition does depend 
on the funding source according 

-to Covington, so there is no time 
frame for the creation of another 
parking lot. 



Gilman International Scholarship Awarded to 
GGC Students 

By Juan Carlos Sierra Barbosa 
Staff Reporter 

The Benjamin A. Gilman 
International Scholarship offers 
financial support of up to $5,000 
to undergraduate U.S. citizen 
students who plan to study a min
imum of four weeks in a foreign 
country. Students are able to study 
in countries like Thailand, Viet
nam, Japan, France, United King
dom, and Jordan over a five-year 
period. 

"The word needs to get out 
to these kids and even to non-tra
ditional students," Carol Smith 
said. "The best to me is to get the 
teachers informed, and then they 
can get the information down to 
the students." 

Smith is a non-traditional 
GGC student who was awarded 
$4,000 through the scholarship 
to study abroad in Thailand. She 
learned about the study abroad in 
Thailand and the Gilman scholar
ship from Dr. Mark Schlueter in a 
zoology class. 

"He was very encouraging 
from the beginning," Smith said. 

"Yo se que hay estudiantes 
que han recibido esa beca antes 
de mi aqui en GGC [I knew there 
are students who have received 
that scholarship before me here in 
GGC]," Mark Guevara, a Gilman 
scholarship awarded student who 
studied calculus in Vietnam, said. 

It was through associate 
professor of mathematics Boyko 
Gyurov that Guevara found guid
ance to apply for the Gilman Inter-

national Scholarship. 
"Por interes del viaje que 

estaban promoviendolo. Yo y 
Cristal siempre habiamos tenido 
el deseo de ir a Asia. Fuimos a la 
reunion y nos gusto. El precio no 
estaba tan alto [We were interested 
in the trip they were promoting. 
Cristal and I had always had the 
desire to go to Asia. We went to the 
meeting and we liked it. The price 
was not so high]," Guevara said. 

One of the benefits of trav
eling is students get to experience 
other cultures, demystifying any 
wrong perceptions and stereotypes 
one has about the others. 

"I have always been told 
'everybody hates Americans,' so 
I was very hesitant about this 
whole thing," Smith said about 
her perception of the world before 
her study abroad trip. "9/11 sticks 
out. I remember that day like it 
was yesterday. Every time it comes 
around, it hurts. And now I am 
going to be kind of in their territo
ry; that was really worrisome for 
me. It couldn't be farther from the 
truth. I felt safe." 

"Yo nunca he salido fuera 
del pais, solamente a Honduras. 
Me ayudo a madurar. Saliendo a 
Honduras uno esta con familia. 
Alla fui solo, por un mes entero, 
dos paises [I have never been out 
of the country, only to Honduras. 
It helped me to grow up. Going 
to Honduras one is with family. 
I went there alone, for a whole 

Mark Guevara in Ha Long Bay, Vietnam. 

month, two countries]," Guevara 
said. "Definitivamente me trans
formo. Uno no sabe lo que hay 
hasta que lo haga [It definitely 
transformed me. You do not know 
what there is until you do it]." 

As part of their trip, Smith 
and Guevara visited two countries: 
Smith went to Korea and Thailand, 
and Guevara went to Japan and 
Vietnam. 

"Do not wait until the last 
minute to do the application," 
Smith said. "I thought that the 
application was going to be simpler 
than what it was." 
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GGC's Technology Ambassador's Program 
By Katie Choy 

Staff Reporter 

had at that point was TAP. I talked 
about how I made this amazing 
project, and they loved it! I've done 
quite a few things with TAP, and · 
I'm very grateful for ._it," Jessica 

GGC's Tecnnology Ambas- Sok, President of GGC's Women 
sadors Program (TAP) is an oppor- in Technology and information 
tunity for IT majors and minors to technology major, said during the 
work hands-on with technology, panel session at this semester's 
learn valuable teamwork and lead- TAP Expo on Oct. ·.19. 
ership skills, and earn three elec- Students ~lso discussed 
tive credits. With a maximum of 12 how beneficial tJ:ie·program is for 
students per semester, TAP allows i ntroverted studeht~ by helping 
students interested in technology ~to improve teami~rk, communi- :( 
to work with a teain of peers to cation, and publie:~§peaking skills:'tJ 
plan, design, and build a project The professors e~j8y facilitating :'}~:; 
that can be listed on a resume or ~,, the stq.q(tnts' paJsi9n for technol~";p•! 
portfoli~. =;~/·: , .-!:;:?~-~~t~.~~fY ~ji~those valua~lej, 

Even after TAP you can ~, skill~~ """"· · ·. . .. •_ .. •... " ... ,~., 
' ' '·, ,Sc • ,':', ;,, ' '· , . ·i '.'1i ,- ''. if~. 

bring your technology really far~ ., .: , -:: . ,,, · . . "The greaf~st benefits of .. : 1, 
. ~ ' . ' 

During my internship, all they ·~ TAP are,Jhat it allows students to 
wanted to know about was my ex- t. enter a network of peers and to 
perience, and the only experience I · 

By Jacob Bennett 
Editor-in-Chief 

This semester marks the 
debut of the school's first learning 
communities. These new programs 
are set to bring students together 
by structuring courses around a 
common interest or goal. 

The concept behind these 
communities is that multiple 
courses are integrated into a cohe
sive unit focused around a theme. 
This allows groups of students to 
stay together across the different 
classes within the community. 

The instructors collaborate 
as well, and some learning com-

munities also benefit from tutors 
assigned to their specific commu
nity. 

"You might have a math 
course and an English course, and 
the two instructors are actually 
communicating with each other so 
that the assignments are lined up 
in some way," Dr. Justin Jernigan, 
Dean of the School of Transitional 
Studies, said. "It's designed to be 
a tool that helps students feel like 
more a part of the cohesive group, 
so that they don't feel like they're 
just struggling through the classes 
on their own." 

Currently there are six 
learning communities on campus. 

work together to achieve a goal. It 
offers an opportunity to develop 
professionally, and it shows that 
they took the initiative to be a part 
of something greater," Dr. Cen
giz Gunay, Assistant Professor of 
Information Technology, said. 

At this semester's TAP 
Expo on Oct. 19, student projects 
included a "Flappy Bird" inspired 
video game called "Save the Nar
whal" - created by Sagar Hansalia, 
Tiffany Touch, and Jessica Walk
er - which combined Processing 
software, a device called a Makey 
Makey, and a playdough "con
troller" through which the player 
makes the narwhal jump through 
levels. 

Students Eric Jenkins, 
Anjan Panchatcharam, and Jessica 
Wheeler used Processing software 

The School of Liberal Arts has a 
community for sports/athletics, 
film, and geography and justice. 

The School of Transitional 
Studies has two communities that 
focus on corequisite education 
courses and another for first gener
ation students called Grizzly First 
Scholars. 

Students can expect to see 
even more and a greater diversity 
of communities in future. These 
LC' s are factoring into the school's 
current strategic planning. 

"I think that across campus 
we'll begin to see more efforts to 
provide learning communities in 
different major areas," Jernigan 

and the Makey Makey device con
nected to a handmade cardboard 
guitar to create "Cardboard Hero," 
a video game inspired by "Guitar 
Hero." 

"Air Piano," created by 
students Margaret Muse, Will Niz
ario, and Edwin White, was built 
using Scratch software and a Leap 
Motion Controller and allows the 
player to play piano simply by hov
ering a hand over the controller. 

said. "In the spring we're going to 
have double the number of learn
ing communities in STS." 

GGC has incorporated 
these features into its strategy 
based on evidence of success at 
other institutions. Both the Uni
versity of Georgia and Kennesaw 
State University offer learning 
communities to their students. 

"There are just many forms 
that it can take. I think what's 
exciting right now is that we're on 
that initial edge," Jernigan said, 
"so we can see learning commu
nities take the shape that fits best 
with our students, our culture on 
campus, and what their needs are." 



Great Days of Service Microfarm Volunteers 
Break Ground for Winter- Harvest 

By Lisa 8=usso Leigh 
Staff Reporter 

GGC's Microfarm was 
packed with volunteers on Satur
day, October 21, 2017 at 9 am for 
Gwinnett County Great Days of 
Service. The goal for the day was 
to make the soil behind Building I 
suitable for planting winter vegeta
tion, like collard greens, cabbage, 
broccoli, and cauliflower. 

The Microfarm at GGC 
holds Blue Ribbon winning veg
etables (peppers and sunflowers) 
from the Gwinnett County Fair 
and works with the Lawrenceville 
Cooperative Mission in donating 
the goods grown by the dedicated 
environmental team. 

"If you've ever grown pro
duce in a garden and eaten it fresh, 
it's hard to go to back to the gro
cery store," Dr. Paul Grant, Assis
tant Professor of Political Science 
said. 

Great Days of Service 
started 18 years ago to help create 
and support awareness for the 
Gwinnett Coalition for Health and 
Human Services. Collection, clean
ing and sorting, carpentry, and 
landscaping projects were sprin
kled throughout Gwinnett County 
for the duration of the event. 

"When I came out to the 
ground breaking I was really 
inspired and I saw the potential to 
become a student leader through 
this project," Brandon Seay, GGC 
Environmental Club President 
Senior and one of the leaders said 

about why he chose the Microfarm 
project. 

"First year [2013] we were 
only forty by forty feet, now we're 
one hundred feet by forty feet," 
Seay said. 

Now they have enough 
space for over 30 volunteers to 
grab shovels, rakes and hoes and 
work as a united community. 

Saturday morning was 
active with groups of eager help
ers. Volunteers claimed all of the 
shovels and rakes within minutes 
and the community set to work 
on clearing grass, roots and rocks 
from the land plot. 

After two laborious hours, 
Dr. Paul Grant, Brandon Seay, 
Allen Clarke, and Matthew Coker 
(the leaders of GGC's Microfarm 
project) explained how important 
compost is to the growing process 
and showed the team how to place 
an even layer of the fertilizer on 
the freshly tilled ground. 

"Last night we held a pri
vate event in Starbucks, and we 
taught people how we are starting 
sustainable business practices with 
vendors on campus," Seay said. 
"And we also taught them about 
composting." 

The group has been work
ing with Starbucks on campus by 
adding used coffee grounds to their 
compost pile. 

Collaboration with the 
coffee magnate has helped raise 
awareness of the importance of 
composting reusable waste for stu
dents and how they can compost 
on campus as a resident. 

Saturday's volunteers 

Volunteers working in the garden. 

were made up of students, faculty, 
alumni, and community members. 
Return of volunteers helps get the 
word out about what the Micro
farm is doing for the community. 

"As long as they don't mind 
me coming back, I would be really 
happy coming back especially with 
people I knew when I was a stu
dent here," Camille, GGC alumni 
said. 

Camille graduated from 
GGC last year and was a mem
ber of the Gardening Club. She 
returned for Great Days of Ser
vice because she sees the positive 
impact the Microfarm has on the 
community. 

"I'm still planning on 
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coming back and giving back and 
trying to get more people to get 
involved with other community 
partners," Seay said about plans 
after graduation. 

Community involvement 
is key to the continued Microfarm 
success, the staff said. Spreading 
the word about one of GGC's best 
kept secrets is in the hands of 
those involved with the project. 

"The main thing is volun
teers. You can see what we've been 
able to do today," Grant said. "It's 
a great space, and we have done a 
lot to improve the soil. If we get a 
good core of about 10 people, you 
know, the sky is the limit." 



By Amber King 
Staff Reporter 

On the last weekend of 
Sept., the city of Duluth hosts its 
biggest event of the year, the Fall 
Festival. Hosting over 250 arts 
and crafts booths, local food, and 
entertainment, the festival is one 
of the county's biggest attractions, 
With free entry and shuttles, this 
family-friendly event reports that 
it gets at least 100,000 attendees '. 
in recent years. · 

"We made the decision · ,, 
back in 1962 that all the funds we 
raised would go back into Duluth," 
Kathryn Willis, one of the festival's 
founders, said. 

The founders of the festi
val have always been dedicated to 
hosting an event that gives back to 
their community. 

· The festival organization 
also donates to local organizations, 
such as the Methodist Children's 
Home and Duluth Cluster Schools 
Foundation. The organization re
ceived nonprofit 501 status in 1990 
as a result of its charity work for 
the community. 

"Last year, we were chosen 
best large festival in the Southeast, 
not just in Georgia," Willis said, 
referring to the award given to the 
festival by the Southern Festival 
Event Association (SFEA) in 2016. 

The Duluth Fall Festival 
More than a just a festival 

What sets the festival apart 
is that it is entirely staffed by 
volunteers. This year alone, over 
400 people donated their time to 
ensure the event's success. 

Willis noted that the festi
val's large amount of eager volun
teers was due in part-to the events 
hosted exclusively for volunteers. 
She said that there are month-
ly meetings with activities and 
refreshments, as well as special 
events such as Festival Night Out. 

There are also over 165 

sponsors who donate time and 
money to the festival. For 2017, 

over $170,000 was donated by 
sponsors. Local lawyers and insur
ance firms off e~ed their services for 
the festival's needs, free of charge. 
Jaemor Farms from North Georgia 
donated mums, corn stalks, and 
pumpkins to decorate the public 
areas around Duluth this year. 

The Fall Festival has do
nated over $2.5 million to the city 
since its inception. Yet it was not 
until the purchase and develop
ment of Taylor Park that the local 
government had any real ties with 
the festival. The festival organiza
tion saved up $50,000 to purchase 
the park, but needed the govern
ment to match the donation. 

'!We went to the city coun
cil to see if they would consider 
paying for the other half, and we 
would donate the whole thing to 

the city," Willis said. "That was the 
first time we worked with them, 
and they were thrilled, so we've 
been working with them ever 
since." 

With the city council now 
offering their support, the Festival 
Center and Parson's Alley were the 
next big projects. These changes 
to the public areas beyond Main 
Street remodeled the very layout of 
the downtown district. 

Duluth's growth has not 
just been a benefit monetarily, but 
has helped its residents as well. 
With so many community mem-

hers participating in the festival, 
there is a closeness and sense of 

, neighborliness unique to Duluth. 
By having a clear mission dedicat
ed to the community, the founders 
brought together a small town and 
its people. 

"It has really made a dif
ference in Duluth, because all of 
us, 400 people that work on that, 
became real good friends, and we 
all love Duluth," Willis said. "It's 
made a lot of difference in the way 
people feel about Duluth because 
we do so many different things. It's 
made this a place that everyone 
wants to call home." 



The Making of a 
Proud Black Bully 

By Marenda Scales 
Staff Reporter 

Morgan McCay, a 26-year
old Gwinnett native, always had 
a gift with words. When she dons 
her moniker Bully to perform poet
ry, that gift becomes a force where 
she addresses the power melanin 
holds and its impact. 

Her signature poem "I'm 
Black" made its debut at Apache 
Cafe. Designed to be about uplift
ing and allowing others to reflect 
on themselves and their culture, it 
was an instant hit that night. 

"'I'm Black' was not a 
stereotypical piece," Jocelyn Lee, 
an attendee during McCay' s per
formance at Apache Cafe, said. "It 
br..oke down exactly who we are, 
and she forcefully told us to be 
proud." 

McCay's currently untitled 
book, set to be released on Nov. 
26, 2017, will include "I'm Black" 
and other pieces she wrote. 

Hardships within her life 
shaped her words from journal 
entries to poetry. 

McCay lost her broth-
er during her freshman year of 
college. He died trying to save a 
friend drowning in a lake. They 
ultimately both lost their lives, and 
this unfortunately was not the only 
tragedy to impact McCay. 

"The loss of my unborn 
son was what really pushed and 
allowed for me to put it into poetry 
form," McCay said. 

Respecting the process of 
life and grief has shaped McCay' s 
path. She believes in the idea of 
"speaking things into existence." 

Anything that she has writ
ten, even if it was sad, was then 
used to be a lesson and uplift. 

"I'm Black" has become her 
staple piece, and those who have 
inspired her are proud of their 
blackness. 

Mccay said that Issa Rae 
and Donald Glover are her inspira
tions, and "I'm Black" reflects their 
influence on the piece. 

"We are one of the most re
silient groups of people, and while 
all the cards have consistently been 
stacked against us, we somehow 
always shuffle out on top," McCay 
said. 

While interviewing McCay, 
she used her words to uplift oth
ers, bullying them into accepting 
who they were and being proud of 
themselves. McCay may be not be 
a traditional Bully, but she is a bul
ly of giving, offering thought-pro
voking prose designed to induce 
self-reflection. 

"If I'm more focused on 
the insertions of metaphors, then 
they won't be able to reflect upon 
themselves and understand that 
African culture is not black cul
ture," McCay said. 

Crossword Puzzle 

1 

Horizontal 

1. Do this to choose your classes for next semester. 
4. Thomas Jefferson was the ______ to France. 
6. Flag football is an ____ _ 
7. Awarded to C&W Services. 
8 We're part of a ____ _ 
9. When you tend to your crops. 

Vertical 

2. Where did students study abroad? 
3. Next to C3. 
5.Go ___ _ 



Letter from the Editor 
By Jacob Bennett 

Editor-in-Chief 

This semester has been good for The Globe. Last month we had a record num
ber of attendees at one of our weekly meetings, which must mean that interest in the 
newspaper is growing. You might have also noticed our new newsstands around cam
pus. As we continue to develop our distribution strategies you can expect to see more 
stands and in more locations. The easier it is for students to find a copy of the paper 
the better. 

And once again, we have another great edition on our hands. Huge thanks go to 
everyone for working so hard on this one of course. The October issue featured articles 
from seven different authors, and this one features nine authors! Our group is growing 
and I'm incredibly thankful for all the help; this is a team effort for sure! 

Looking at this issue you'll see a few minor improvements to the design. Last 
month we had a three-column format, but this time we're going with four columns ·and 
a smaller font size. Let us know what you think! This highlights page should be in its 
correct location now too, and hopefully the colors will be better as well. 

Remember that this publication is meant for all grizzlies. Do you have any sug
gestions or ideas for how to improve the paper? We would love to hear them, so please 
reach out and contact us at thegJm,e:~ :.edu . 



The First Flag Football Championionship Tournament 

By Amalisty Johnson 
Staff Reporter 

The first flag football 
championship tournament of the 
2 n-17-18 academic year was held 
on Oct. 12. The tournament was 
played on the intramural fields 
where GGC students participated 
to get mor-e involved with campus 
activities and build connections 
with their fellow peers. 

Wellness Recreation Center 
(WRC) and assistant director 
Michael Gurley hopes to reach out 
to more students and gain higher 
participation in recreation and 

intramural sports. He would like to 
see over 1,500 students engaging 
with the WRC and their activities. 

GGC Intramural Sports 
have been running flag football 
games for six years now. This 
year's flag football season started 
on Aug. 29 with 10 teams, culmi
nating in a three-team champion
ship tournament on Oct. 12. 

Teams Power.Outage and 
Money played each other in the 
first game of the series with Pow
er .Outage emerging victorious. It 
then clashed with team Blackout 
in the championship game. Pow
er.Outage decided the game in a 
thrilling overtime victory, finishing 

Power.Outage strikes a pose for this picture out on the turf. 

l 
! J 

the season undefeated at 6-0-1. 

Activities like this help 
students get more involved, get 
active and help them communicate 
in order to build connections with 
their peers on campus. 

"I found out about flag 
football from the women in the 
WRC," Wayne Bruce, a junior 
criminal justice major and player 
on the runner-up Blackout team, 
said. "My coach Markenz Reyn
olds, a referee, also put our team 
together. Playing flag football 
keeps me and my team in shape." 

"I found out about flag 
football through email," Keon 
Browner, a junior accounting 

PHOTO CREDIT, AmalistyJohnson 

major and teammate of Bruce's, 
said. "My team joined with another 
team because we didn't have a lot 
of players." 

As the champions, Power. 
Outage will be going to compete at 
the Peach Classic· held in Athens, 
Ga. on the weekend of Oct. 20-22. 

"The majority of the team 
is going," Gurley said. "Some were 
not able to make it, and others 
have been added from other teams 
to represent GGC." 



Grizzlies' Men's Soccer Midseason Update 
· Usual high performance bolstered by strong rookie effort 

By Drew Lewis 
Staff Reporter 

The Georgia Gwinnett 
men's soccer program has had 
an impressive season in 2017 by 
recording a 10-2-1 record, as of 
Oct. 27, 2017. The Grizzlies' out
standing form has them currently 
ranked No. 9 in the NAIA Top 25 
poll. 

The previous week saw the 
Grizzly men ranked No. 5, match
ing the highest achievement in 
program history. The Grizzlies' 
have consistently ranked in the 
poll each week since the season 
began. 

"The bar has been set 
pretty high in this athletics depart
ment, and we feel we have a group 
that could potentially go far," head 
coach Steve DeCou said. "We got to 
push ourselves and be the best that 
we can be and continue to improve 
and be consistent in our perfor
mances." 

GGC's dominant .808 win 
rate has been achieved by an im
pressive offense that has outscored 
opponents 31-10. The team has 
outshot opponents 212-95 with an 
incredible average of 8 shots on 
goal per game. 

The strong offense has 

been led by senior forward Samuel 
Sampaio Gomes who has contrib
uted five goals and four assists. 
Freshman forward Krishna Clarke 
has also been an important pres
ence in attack, with four goals and 
two assists. 

The Grizzlies' midfield have 
been just as strong this campaign, 
led by freshman Michael Weber 
and veteran Jack Gurr. Both have 
started in each game of the sea
son so far. Weber has contributed 
a team high six goals while also 
adding four assists. Gurr has also 
tallied four assists and produced 
four goals from a team high 21 
shots on goal. 

The men have been stal
warts defensively as well, keeping 
five clean sheets with an incredible 
80.8 save percentage. With fresh
man goalkeeper Matija Gligorovic, 
who has started 12 of the 13 games 
played, GGC has only allowed 
0.740 goals per game. 

Sophomore defender Sagi 
Hirsch has been a stand-out this 
season, proving to be a pivotal part 
of both the offense and defense. 
Hirsch has contributed a team high 
five assists and added two goals · 
from defense. 

"Development of the re
turning players and recruiting," 
DeCou said were the keys to ·the 
squad's successful season. "The 

returners put in long hours in the 
off season, and we did a great job of 
supplementing that with new guys 
who have come in and been impact 
players since day one." 

Despite the great form the 
team has been in, the Grizzlies' 
suffered a recent setback after 
losing 1-0 to Bryan College (13-
5), the team's second loss of the 
season and first at home. The men 
were quick to recover in their most 
recent match, defeating Bob Jones 
University (4-11-1) in a comfort
able 3-0 away victory. 

GGC's game against 
Oglethorpe University (13-2-1) has 
been cancelled, so the men will 
finish their regular season away to 
No. 22 Cumberland University (11-
2-1) in its next fixture on Oct. 28. 

"The big thing is managing 
expectations and enjoying the mo
ment," DeCou said on closing out 
the season. "Don't get caught up 
that we have to win today. If you 
focus on the result, then you miss 
the moment, and for us, the mo
ment is right now, what do I need 
to do in this moment to help my 
team. If we focus on that and we 
continue to focus on the process, 
then we will get to the destination 
wewant." . 

, The Grizzlies' will look to 
· finish the season strong ahead of 

the Association of Independent 
Institutions (A.I.I.) Tournament 
which.GGC will host Nov. 10-11. 
Coach DeCou will be in search of 
his fourth A.I.I. title in six seasons 
with the Grizzlies. 
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