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Hello reader, 

This is not goodbye 
Letter from the Editor 

By Julie Thompson 
Editor-in-Chief 

My cordial salutations to you. This is my last letter as the Editor-in-Chief of our school newspaper. I am graduating 
this De~ember and will pass the torch into the capable of hands of another student at GGC. 

I won't be camping out in E3 l 5 l every week day like I have been for the past year, but I' 11 still be around. You' 11 see 
PHOTO CREDIT, JULIE THOMPSON my name on articles I submit to the paper, and I' 11 help out with other editing processes. I'll just be taking a step back. 

GGC,S COMPOST PROJECT 

BY TRACY MARTIN PAGE4 
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ISLAM AND IMMIGRATION 

When I agreed to be editor-in-chief, I didn't realize that I would have to change my life, too. Seeing students read 
the newspaper and write graffiti makes me realize that we have made an impact and that makes it well worth my effort. 

They say when you want something done, you should ask a busy person. That's certainly true in my experience as 
editor-in-chief. 

Some of the most productive members have been Katelyn Lindsey and Ty Merrow. Last semester, Katelyn and I 
would go to a local hookah bar and receive strange looks from the people who wondered what we were doing as we 
typed furiously on our computers to blaring EDM music. Keeping up with tradition, we reconvened for old times once 
more, working late in the night to get this edition right for our loyal readers. This semester. Ty has become one of the 
number one contributors. His input in The Globe has yielded some of the best reporting that we have done so far. 

Our advisors and the rest of the staff have been invaluable. If you read all the articles, you will see that Jacob Bennet 
is our News Editor. As the fact-checker, he has strived to make sure that our information is accurate and valid. Rachel 
Kemble is the Communications Editor and responds to student inquiries. Last semester and over the summer, she spent 
hours planning our issues and business strategies. She was also part of the decision to change the layout this semester. 
John Preston Corbin, the Features Editor, has brought his experiences from The Buford Illustrated Weekly and has writ
ten articles that any editor would be proud of. 

Advice from Dr. Vollaro and Dr. Sepulveda has helped us through the more stressful moments of the semester. Thank
ing them seems self-evident, but I'll do it anyway. They have given me instruction that I will take with me for the rest 
of my life. For that, I cannot thank them enough. 

BY TRACY MARTIN 
This semester's writers have been the most skilled bunch we have had since the newspaper was founded. Great work 

PAGE 5 everyone! 
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STUDENT SUBMISSIONS 

BY GGC STUDENTS PAGE9 

Thanks to everyone at Student Involvement for opening the door for us this year. Hopefully, you won't have to keep 
doing that. 

To everyone, keep reading the newspaper and try not to miss my letters from the editor. 

Julie Thompson 
Editor-In-Chief 

Editor-in-Chief Julie Thompson pretends she knows how to read 
Photo credit, Julian Harrison 

Corrections 

SGA President Lu violated both State laws and the SGA Constitution--Aileen Dowel's title was misprinted. She is 
the Director of Student Integrity. 

We misprinted that the Elections commissioner should have been included in the Judicial Council's choice to 
decide the elections dates. The Judicial Council was required to set the elections dates without the elections commis
sioner because the elections were already delayed excessively. 

"Not My President's Day protester experiences backlash"--Representative Reeves" is not the House Speaker, but 
irather a representative f9r Georgia's 34th district. 

This months cover photo is "Glass in my Way," taken by Mashia Haque 
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SGA 2017 elections-invalidated by 
Preczewski's actions 

Unprecedented cancelling by GGC President rocks campus 

By Ty Merrow 
Copy Editor 

Dean of Students Tomas Jimenez sent out a memo from 
President Preczewski to GGC's student body at 4:45 p.m. 
Friday, April 28 to notify students that Preczewski invali
dated the recent SGA elections. 

In part to avoid distracting students during finals week, 
a new election will take place in Fall 2017. According to 
the memo, no recently elected offices will be in place for 
SGA until the new elections. 

Preczewski's memo referenced "a number of serious 
allegations regarding the student government elections." 

Concerns expressed by members of the GGC student 
body about whether certain positions had been compro
mised and the recommendations made by the Elections 
Board also factored into his decision to invalidate the en
tire elections. 

"It's something that we advised to Dean Jimenez and 
Mr. Rontai Walker, the adviser of SGA, that's something 
we told them that is one of the options that can be taken or 
the re-election on Monday," Chair of Elections Commis
sion Fethi Basha said. "They had their concerns as well, 
but to be honest with you, it was a shock to me, too." 

The Globe reported on April 27 that a record number 
of elections complaints caused the campaigns of presiden
tial candidates Tammy Lu and Joshua Sims to come under 
scrutiny, causing a delay in the results of the SGA presi
dential election being announced. 

A special election for SGA president, which was to take 

place on Monday, May 1 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., was an
nounced on Thursday, April 27. As a result of Preczews
ki 's action, the special election was cancelled. 

"One thing I was previously concerned about the spe
cial election was the fact that it was during finals week, 
and so it would have possibly affected the student level of 
engagement available," Lu said. "This does open up possi
ble more engagement for the upcoming fall. But it is con
cerning just for operational purposes that we won't have a 
full executive board to govern and plan for the upcoming 
year. That does influence whoever does take up that term." 

According to Preczewski 's memo, an interim student 
government will be elected by the SGA Senate from be
fore the election. The interim SGA will handle the RSO's 
normal duties during the summer until the new election in 
the fall. 

The GGC Student handbook does detail that student 
organizations can have sanctions imposed against them if 
the organization violates a college conduct regulation (pg. 
34 of the 2016-2017 Student Handbook). 

Lu and Basha were not aware of Preczewski's decision 
to invalidate the entire SGA election before Jimenez's 
email. 

The Globe asked for copies of the complaints from 
Open Records, but one of the complaints is being used in 
an investigation of student conduct. None of the elections 
violations allegations can be accessed until the investiga
tion is completed. 

Preczewski communicated through text that he was un
able to comment further than what was in his memo. 

Both Walker and Sims declined to comment on Precze
wski 's decision. 

Sims protesting at SGA Pass the Gavel event 
Photo credit, Julie Thompson 

School of Education graduates 601 st 
student this May 
GGC alumni named Teacher of the Year 

By Jacob Bennett 
News Editor 

The School of Education celebrated its 5th anniversary 
in graduating students this academic year, with the total 
number of graduates reaching 601. To mark the occasion, 
the school held its first ever induction ceremony for edu
cation graduates on May 11. 

State Teacher of the Year (TotY) for 2017, Casey Beth
el, attended the event as guest speaker. Bethel is a science 
teacher at New Manchester High in Douglasville. 

GGC has produced three Teachers of the Year at the 
school level since graduating its first 48 students in the 
2011-12 academic year. One of the requirements for 
Teacher of the Year is to have at least three years teaching 
experience. 

"Those people who graduated in the fall and spring of 
'11 and '12 would have gotten jobs in the fall of '12," 
Cathy Moore, dean of the school of education, said. "So 
in our first year of eligibility, we had two Teachers of the 
Year." 

Alumni Mary Cortellino Eich of Corely Elementary 
School and Katherine Nunn of Mason Elementary School, 
both of whom concentrated in special education and grad
uated in 2012, earned the title of TotY for the 2015-16 
academic year. 

Alumni La Toya Denbow of Beaver Ridge Elementary 
School, who concentrated in early childhood education 
and graduated in 2013, was TotY for 2016-17. 

"This is something that I definitely did not foresee hap
pening so early in my teaching career," Denbow said, "so I 
am extremely honored to be recognized among the terrific 
teachers in Gwinnett County." 

The School of Education has a unique relationship with 
Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS). According to 
Moore, about 70 percent of students come from Gwinnett 
County and about 70 percent of graduates are hired by the 
school district. 

"What happens is they spend two years out in Gwin
nett County schools, their last two years," Moore said. "So 
principals really have a chance to get to know them and to 
see what kind of work they can do." 

The county's relationship with GGC is unique in that 

while many school programs across the country partner 
intensely with one school, GGC partners with the entire 
district. 

This represents the human-capital pipeline that GGC 
has developed with GCPS. The human-capital pipeline is 
a system which encourages diversification of the teaching 
population by growing up teachers in their own schools. 

"That's what growing it is all about, and that is a hall
mark of what we've done with the school district," Moore 
said. "From day one, they have been at the table for every
thing that we've done." 

This effort is being bolstered by GCPS 's first ever sign
ing night for graduating high schoolers who have chosen 
to pursue education as a major. The ~ounty-wide event is 
planned for May 17. 

The Globe asked Denbow what advice she had for cur
rent education majors here at GGC. 

"Make each experience that you have with a student, the 
best experience," Denbow said. "Make each interaction, 
your best interaction. Make each lesson your very best les
son. Our kids deserve only the best, so bring that to the 
table every day and you'll go far." 



GGC goes atomic 
Atomic force microscope enables student/faculty research 

By Jacob Bennett 
News Editor 

The School of Science and Technology (SST) added an 
atomic force microscope (AFM) to its growing stock of 
scientific instruments . This specialized tool enables facul
ty and students to conduct research at the nano-level. 

The school purchased the AFM using money from 
a grant awarded b the National Science Foundation 

_ ___ i!i_~~~1~;1 .. ;/, 
The unassuming microscope in H building 
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(NSF). The awarded amount as of September 1, 2016 was 
$148,443.00. 

Associate professor of physics Neelam Khan acted as 
the principal investigator for the grant. Along with co-prin
cipal investigator Simon Mwongela, associate professor of 
chemistry, they prepared the proposal for acceptance into 
NSF's Major Research Instrumentation Program. 

This program enables a higher education institution to 
acquire research instruments at a cost of up to $4 million. 

"The process started in 2015 summer," Khan said, "and 
that fall we were busy with how we would write the pro
posal and all that, and we submitted it in early January of 
2016." 

One ?f the initial motivations behind pursuing this grant 
was Khan's desire to conduct her research at GGC. 

"So I was going to [the University of Georgia] to use 
this AFM for my research," Khan said, "which is not easy 
to go back and forth, so that's when the idea came to me to 
get an AFM here." 

SST is looking to expand its own research capabilities 
even further. 

"Two more grant requests are with NSF," Khan said, "so 
we might hear sometime in maybe May." 

Those requests are for a scanning electron microscope 
and a nuclear magnetic resonance spectrometer. These in
struments will allow the school to conduct an even wider 
array of research than before. 

"Last year, we submitted one and got funded for that," 
dean of SST Tom Mundie said. "Now we feel like we have 
the right formula, so we 're going to ask every year for ma
jor equipment." 

After purchasing the AFM, the school had to consider 
the microscope's sensitivity to noise and vibration when 
deciding where to install the equipment. 

"We were originally going to put it in the A building," 
Mundie said, "but the A building shakes too much." 

The AFM is currently housed within the Allied Health 
and Sciences Building, and students are already collab
orating with faculty to conduct research for their STEC 
2500 and 4500 courses. 

Joseph Mondeaux, a senior majoring in biology, is one 
of these students. He works with Khan to conduct research 
on semiconductors, specifically hexagonal boron nitride 
(h-BN). 

"Dr. Khan had pitched the idea for the project to my An
alytical Chemistry class in Fall of 2016," Mondeaux said. 
" [I] previously had Dr. Khan as a professor for physics one 
and enjoyed working with her, so I approached her about 
the research." 

The h-BN crystals that l(han and Mondeaux study us
ing the AFM are supplied through a partnership with Ken
nesaw State University. 

"They provide us with the sample," Khan said, "and me 
and my student work on analysing the surface, trying to 
find defects of the structure of that crystal." 

The material h-BN has a variety of applications ranging 
from the development of deep ultraviolet light-emitting di
odes to the construction of nanotubes for use in the medi
cal field. This material is even used in creating neutron de
tectors, which can detect the presence of a nuclear device. 

STaRS makes science fun 
Symposium showcases GGC research 

By Jacob Bennett 
News Editor 

Students and faculty presented at the ninth annual Sci
ence Technology and Research Symposium (STaRS) to 
showcase their findings and promote interest in science. 
The event was held in the Allied Health and Sciences 
Building (Building H) and featured a variety of activities, 
ranging from scientific demonstrations to contests and 
games. 

"I've had the pleasure of watching this event evolve 
since 2008," Julia Paredes, associate professor of chemis-

"Leaving Space for Dreaming" by Erin McIntosh in GGC's H Building 
Photo credit, Julian Harrison 

try, said. "I tell my students that STaRS is the most fun that 
they could ever have in one day." 

One of the main goals of STaRS is to highlight the play
ful nature of the scientific experiments on display. Paredes 
worked a table which showed students how to make min
iature electric trains out of common household materials. 

"Sometimes with the focus on studies at this time of 
year, it is easy to lose sight of the fun in a particular field 
or course," Paredes said. "This event is a way for us to 
engage in science and explore its vast questions through 
research. Science is not only applicable to the real world, 
but it's exciting." 

Not every booth is strictly fun and games. STaRS also 
offers a venue for students and faculty to publicly report 

on the findings of their research. 
Representatives from graduate and professional schools 

were present at the symposium, too, as well as potential 
employers. Thanks to all these networking opportunities, 
students participating in STaRS can also enjoy an exercise 
in professional development. 

"I just came early so I could hang out and see other cool 
things," Sam Reynolds, a senior majoring in exercise sci
ence, said. "It's really cool to see how the teachers are in
teracting with students to push research forward." 

The STaRS event is a longstanding tradition in the 
School of Science and Technology. The first symposium 
was in 2008. 



An ace in AEC 
Rachel Bowser nominated for ACE Fellows Program for 2017-18 academic year 

By Ty Merrow 
Copy Editor 

The ACE Fellows Program is an exclusive, nation-wide 
program designed to help college or university faculty 
prepare to serve the many needs of their campuses with 
an extensive one-year training program. Georgia Gwinnett 
College (GGC) has a few faculty who have already joined 
the near 2,000 participants of the ACE Fellows Program 
and will now have one more professor join their ranks. 

Rachel Bowser-associate professor of English, assis
tant dean, and GGC faculty senate president for the past 
two years-was nominated by GGC President Stanley 
"Stas" Preczewski for this program for the 2017-18 aca
demic year. Bowser is hoping to use the knowledge she 
acquires from the program to help students and faculty at 
GGC. 

"I want to learn more wherever I can about different 
kinds of ways to innovate in undergraduate curriculum, 
different ways to improve retention and graduation," 
Bowser said. "Student success on an :undergraduate levd 
is always really important to me, and faculty development 
is also really important to me, finding ways to motivate 
and reward faculty to develop in the way that they want to 
over the course of their career." 

Bowser will be the first GGC faculty to have participat
ed in the program since Jennifer Stephens, associate vice 
president of Public Affairs at GGC, went through the pro
gram in the 2015-16 academic year. Dr. Lois Richardson, 
Dr. Adolfo Santos, and President Preczewski himself have 
all gone through the ACE Fellows program. 

Participants in the ACE Fellows Program spend a year 
shadowing a dean at a different college or university, fo
cusing on a wide range of faculty and administrative ar-

eas of concentration. After-their year of tutelage is up, the 
newest Fellows return to their original campus, hopefully 
the wiser to aid their college or university. 

Bowser, with her mostly faculty experience, is looking 
forward to this learning opportunity. 

"My work has been largely on the faculty side, with 
minimal administrative work," Bowser said. "So this will 
be, for me, in a lot of ways, my first time being exposed 
to a lot of the administrative work of being in a leadership 

"I've known Rachel since we joined 
GGC in 2010. Since that time we have 
worked on many projects together, 
so I know first hand her abilities and 
strengths. I cannot imagine a more 
suitable candidate for this opportunity. 
I will miss seeing her around campus 
next year, but I am also beyond excited 
for her. " - Dr. Flynn 

position in higher ed. It 's kind of a really broad focus. I 
just want to learn everything that I can about everything." 

ACE Fellows typically end up using their distinction to 
help them on the path to becoming a dean in academia. 
Both Dr. Richardson and Dr. Santos currently serve as 
deans here at GGC, Dr. Richardson as the Charter Dean 
of the School of Liberal Arts and Dr. Santos as the Dean 
of the School of Liberal Arts. Bowser is unsure if she will 
pursue a similar position. 

"Historically, this kind of program has been thought of 
as a pathway to the presidency kind of program," Bows-

er said. "A lot of people do it in that trajectory because 
that's often who you spend a lot of your time with is the 
senior leadership on campuses, so provosts and p_residents. 
I think that for a lot of people-and maybe for me-the 
experience and credential througih the year is the sort of 
thing that you use to point you in a more administrative 
direction. Maybe that will be the way it goes for me, may
be not." 

Bowser earned her master's degree in English at West 
Virginia University before moving down to Georgia to 
earn a doctorate at Emory University. She has spent the 
past seven years teaching at GGC, the last two as the GGC 
faculty senate president. 

Dr. Rachel Ann Bowser 
Photo credit, Georgie Gwinnett College 

The Campus Composting Project is 
hooked on coffee 

The GGC Community Garden is taking a lead on innovative composting 

By Tracy Martin 
Staff Reporter 

The Community Garden has started a collaborative 
composting project and already uses coffee grounds for 
fertilizer. 

In honor of the project, guest speaker Tim Daly, UGA's 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension Agent for 
Gwinnett County, spoke to students at the garden's com
posting event on Tuesday, April 25. 

After Daly discussed the benefits of composting and the 
proper ways to construct composting biJ?.S, student volun
teers went to work to construct one. The community com
post bin will play a key role in a larger comprehensive 
project that will allow multiple vendors, the GGC com
munity, and others to reduce waste and provide valuable 
organic material for the community garden at GGC. 

The Campus Composting Project (CCP) sponsored the 
event. CCP has a mission to facilitate individual and insti
tutional composting on the GGC campus. 

Most Outstanding Grizzly Brandon Seay-an envi
ronmental science major, president of the Environmental 
Club, and garden representative for Volunteer GGC
spearheaded the collaborative effort. 

"After many years of discussion and brainstorming, this 
year I, on behalf of the community garden, coordinated 
with Grizzly Dining to begin a composting 'pilot pro
gram,"' Seay said. "This composting pilot program is an 
effort contributing towards a more comprehensive com
posting program on the GGC campus." 

Seay developed the pilot program in part from a student 

research project based on composting in Todd Lindley's 
Cultural Geography class. He proposed the project late last 
semester but was not able to get it off the ground until this 
semester. 

During this semester, other students were simultane
ously designing a project on the topic of composting, and 
Seay's professor of biology, Melissa Caspary, established 
the first contact with the Starbucks manager who provided 

"Artificial fertilizers lead to artificial 
nutrition, artificial animals and finally 
to artificial men and women. " - Sir Al
bert Howard 

the coffee grounds donation. 
Two vendors participated in the program, including the 

Starbucks at the Kaufman Library and the POD in Build
ing A. From Feb. 8 thru April 28, 1,245 lbs. of coffee 
grounds were collected to make compost. 

Compost is a mix of organic matter that includes nitro
gen-rich (green) items. Coffee grounds are nitrogen-rich, 
as are banana peels, apple cores, and chopped com cobs. 
Weeds that have not gone to seed can be used as weil. 

Dried leaves or grass, newspaper, and peanut hulls are 
just some of the carbon-rich (brown) items that go into the 
one-part green and three-part brown compost recipe. 

"You don't want to use meat scraps that attract ani
mals," Daly said. "Don't use anything like pet litter either. 
You want to use a good mixture of green and brown items 
when you make compost." 

Seay said the project will provide service and academic 
opportunities for students, faculty, and staff to participate 

in a collaborative program between representatives of the 
community garden and other campus institutions, organi
zations or entities. 

Ellen Rowland, a biology major, said she really enjoyed 
Daly's presentation because he answered a lot of questions 
that she had about composting and whether store-bought 
plastic bins were as good as bins made from traditional 
materials. 

"I actually asked my family to give me a tumbler com
post bin for my birthday, so that it was interesting to hear 
that discussed," Rowland said. "I'm really interested in 
some of Daly's other classes like on turf grass or stuff to 
improve our lawn because it's full of weeds." 

Zachary Pruitt, an accounting major, said he was re
quired to volunteer with a campus organization for a 
course he's taking on the 4 Fundamentals of Management. 
He and his fellow classmates chose the compost bin con
struction event because they wanted to be outside. 

"We chose this event because we like doing stuff out
doors," Pruitt said. "Some of us have gardens at home, and 
so we would like to know more about composting, too." 

The Campus Composting Project contributes to each of 
the Four Pillars of GGC and will ultimately provide and 
promote a culture of environmental sustainability on cam
pus. 

Seay's long-term goal is to help facilitate and witness 
100% participation from all campus vendors and food pro
viders. 

"In the short-term, my current involvement/agreement 
(verbal) with Starbucks will be a 'pilot' effort towards 
establishing a more full, comprehensive program across 
campus," Seay said. 



GGC Student panel d-iscussed Islam, 
U.S. culture, and immigration 

Students celebrate Muslim culture for Global Awareness week 

By Tracy Martin 
Staff Reporter 

A panel of Muslim students discussed the joys and dif

ficulties of being Muslim in American Culture as part of 

Global Awareness week in Cisco Auditorium on Thursday, 

April 6. 
Roshni Khan, a senior English major, was first invited 

by Michael Stoltzfus, professor of religion, to be part of 

the panel. She later took on the role of organizer by invit

ing others to participate and working with them to help 

prepare for the panel. 
"I wanted to be a part of this panel because I wanted to 

open up a conversation with the audience about our expe

riences," Khan said. "I hoped it would be an opportunity 

for everyone to learn about each other." 
Khan's fellow panel members shared similar reasons 

for wanting to participate. Carlos Chaves, a sophomore 

majoring in information systems and recent convert to Is

lam, was eager to dispel many misconceptions about his 

religion. 
"I thought it would be a good opportunity to have di

alogue with students and have them hear from real Mus

lims," Chaves said. "It was an opportunity for any ques

tions, concerns, and misconceptions about Islam to be 

addressed and talked about." 
The joys 
Students on the panel expressed how they love playing a 

part inAmerica's diversity, and they share in the belief that 

America's positives outweigh its negatives. 
"I love the diversity, meeting people from so many dif

ferent backgrounds, and sharing experiences with people 

from every comer of the globe," Khan said. "I wouldn't 

give that up for anything." 
"What does any American like about America? We all 

have the same answers," Chaves said. "There are pros and 

cons. The good outweighs the bad, and if it didn't, we 

wouldn't be here, but since we are, it is because we like 

being here. This is our home." 
Aizaz S. Shaikh, a senior majoring in business admin

istration, said he likes the freedoms and protections that 

America provides its citizens, such as the ability to speak 

freely and "without being shut out because of one's race, 

religion or skin color." 
"What I like most about living in America is that I have 

freedom to do as I please. The freedom to help others and 

provide them with the same opportunities that I was for

tunate enough to have," Shaikh said. "Most im ortantly, I 

Proud members of the Golden Key International Honors
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have the freedom to choose to serve in the Armed Forces." 

Sanah Hassan, a student majoring in early education, 

shared a common yet endearing American ideal. She said 

she values the "safety and security" of middle-class life. 

In many parts of the developing world like Pakistan, 

where Khan is from, the educational system is still gross

ly underfunded. Khan said she always returns back to the 

U.S. after visiting Pakistan more grateful and appreciative 

for the American educational system. 
"The private schools were decent, but families had to 

have a much higher income to be able to afford that," Khan 

said. "Whenever I would come back from those trips, I'd 

be even more grateful than before to be able to have an 

education and the privileges that I enjoy on a day to day 

basis, like a hot shower and electricity." 
The difficulties 
The panel spoke openly about misconceptions that 

many Americans have about Islam. Aizaz said that "com

mon misconceptions, like men rule over women and that 

Islam promotes the oppression of women," contradict re

ality. 
"The truth is actually quite the opposite. From the day 

we are born, we are taught that heaven lies at our mother's 

feet and that we should give all women the same respect 

that we give our mother," Aizaz said. 
Chaves said that "not one misconception about Islam 

triumphs above the others," but he holds the media par

tially responsible for portraying "Islam in a very bad light 

without giving the Muslim community a chance to re
spond to such allegations." 

"But what I believe is that these misconceptions are 

based on ill-placed trust," Chaves continued. "People trust 

the media to inform them about the world and everything 

in it, except that they do not." 
Views toward immigration, more specifically on 

Trump's travel ban, varied and differed along personal 

beliefs and values. Shaikh said he thinks "the ban was in 

Allah's plan so that the media would promote a broad dis

cussion on Islam." 
"I mean, think about it. If Trump did not ban all Mus

lims, would we be having this discussion? No," Shaikh 

said. "I believe, as a Muslim, I need to keep my faith in 

Allah and trust that He has a reason for everything we see 

and go through." 
Others expressed views that were constitutionally and 

morally based, calling it disheartening. Hassan said she 

"thinks it is completely against the foundation of the coun

try." 
Chaves said he thought "the travel ban was problemat-

ic because the ban was not extended to all majority Mus

lim populated countries for political reasons rather than a 

move to increase national security." 
"If this ban is intended to increase our national security, 

why is not Saudi Arabia part of the ban whence most of 

the 9/11 hijackers were from?" Chaves said. "Like I said, 

this ban is a power play and will not increase or decrease 

national security, but will only increase fear and create and 

immense conclave within the American fabric." 

"Immigrants study here, pay taxes here, give back to 

their community and volunteer. For someone to then turn 

around and say 'You're not an American' is heartbreak

ing," Khan said. "I always dealt with that since I was little, 

but I assumed it was just because they were immature mid

dle schoolers pulling off my headscarf for the fun of it." 

Audience response 
The hour-long panel was over before the audience could 

ask many questions. However, Geri Harmon, assistant 

professor of English, asked if any of the panel members 

felt it was a burden to speak up for others in Islam and if 

having to ask that of Muslims was unfair. 
While some said they did not think it was unfair and felt 

it was their duty, Edil Nour said later that she thought it 

was an unfair and exhausting burden to expect Muslims to 

answer for the actions of all Muslims, especially since she 

"believes that she lives a life as close to being an upstand

ing citizen as possible." 
"I, and others like me, do not deserve looks or any re

sentment because of the actions of others. I am not a ter

rorist, I have never met a terrorist, nor do I even believe 
in the same things as one," Nour said. "It's unfair to all 

Muslims to have to constantly denounce terrorism and de

nounce terror acts committed by extremists. It's unfair for 

us to have to prove we're not evil or have ill-intentions 

when we are just trying to live our normal, daily lives." 

Audience member Devin Huey, a student majoring in 

environmental science, said that although he was alive 

when 9/11 happened, he was too young to remember it. 

"I was able to see how immediately post-9/11 hatred 

began to spread as well as what things were like at that 

time," Huey said. 
And on the subject of Trump's travel ban, Huey said that 

"I can see why it happened, but I do believe it was execut

ed far too recklessly. 
In closing, Khan said that she knows she cannot take on 

the world's burdens, but that she finds comfort in a quote 

by the 13th-century Persian Sunni Muslim poet Rumi: 

"Yesterday I was clever, so I wanted to change the world. 

Today I am wise, so I am changing myself." 

Students celebrate Travel Through culture Week in ethnic apparrell 
Photo provided by Aizaz Shaikh 



Get to know those who serve and 
keep you safe 

By Taina Putureanu 
Staff Reporter 

Georgia Gwinnett College's police department mem
bers are a much more experienced and thoroughly trained 
group than students might expect. 

The Georgia Peace Officer Training Council sets the ba
sic requirements: police officers must be at least 21 years 
old, have a high school diploma, and meet the annual cer
tification requirements. But the people in GGC's police 
department have a lot more going for them. 

Here is a chance to get to know those who work hard to 
keep the campus safe. 

Back from Nigeria and Afghanistan 
Officer Craig Adair is badder than you are. He cut his 

teeth on a tour with the US Anny that took him to Europe 
and Asia, followed by a career with Gwinnett County Po
lice, and then three years with the United Nations Office 
of Drugs and Crimes that took him to Nigeria and Afghan
istan. 

In Nigeria, Adair was part of a UN team that helped train 
that country's National Drug Law Enforcement Agency. A 
year later in Afghanistan, he spent time embedded with 
British, Canadian, and American troops. 

On all assignments, his position was the same: that of a 
police mentor. 

"I would try to break corruption and conduct business 
while holding to poppy and marijuana fields as high as a 
person," Adair said. "They have eradication programs, but 
work still needs to be done." 

For the duration of the assignments, he had to live in 
war zones and was expected to lead a normal life, as far as 
normalcy goes in such places. 

"PTSD is real. This job takes its toll on police officers," 
he said. "It is highly influenced by bad hours, going from 
zero to one hundred and back to zero in a very short time, 
bad food, stressors, suicide, and heart disease." 

This may explain why Adair is happy to be back near 
Tucker, GA, where he grew up. He emphasized the serious 
nature of his work at GGC-"Within any group of people, 
there are wrong-doers"-, but he also relished the relative 
simplicity of policing this campus. 

"This is easy here," he said, "only safety worries with 
pedestrians. Other than, a lot more things are being turned 
in than reported lost on a daily basis. There were a few 
arrests on possession of drugs, and the rest were traffic 
violation tickets." 

That's a far cry from opium in Afghanistan, but Adair 
takes pride in helping to keep GGC a low-crime campus. 
"That's encouraging," he said. "The school should be 
proud of itself." 

Eighteen years in law enforcement 
A well-known member of the police department is Re

becca Lawler, the community outreach and crime pre
vention coordinator for GGC. Lawler has been in law en
forcement for 18 years. She joined the military and the US 
Anny for five years and worked for Gwinnett Police for 
ten years. She served as a detective for special victims
child and sex crimes and abuse of the elderly. 

She left Gwinnett Police when she became a mother but 
returned to policing in 2013 at GGC, where she started 
as a patrol officer until her current position opened in the 
summer of 2016. 

While she served as a training officer and instructor, 
she boosted her own minimum training requirements of 
20 hours per year to an impressive number of 196 hours. 

Lawler is passionate about reaching out and sharing the 
knowledge gained over the years. She describes her po
licing style as "community oriented, respectful, and try
ing anything to de-escalate situations before having to use 
force." 

Because of Reagan, her seven year-old daughter, Law
ler works mostly day shifts and as needed. Her favorite 
family activity is pizza-and-a-movie night each week, a 
tradition passed down from her parents. 

What she finds most annoying are "thieves and people 

Campus police get personal 
who are straight out mean, rude, and disrespectful." 

Lawler wants people to remember her as "engaging the 
public while making a difference." 

"I want to empower people with the knowledge of how 
to keep their family safe," Lawler said. 

Brainy cop 
Buck Buchanan is the director of emergency manage

ment, but he has an academic background that stacks up 
nicely next to any professor's. In addition to his BA in 
General Engineering from the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point, Buchanan also holds Master's degrees in Ap
plied Mathematics from UC Santa Barbara and in Strate
gic Studies from the Army War College. 

Buck worked for 30 years in the Infantry and Operations 
Research fields. He has been at GGC for almost 6 years. 

"It really is a great life and full of opportunity. I highly 
recommend military service to anyone who has the de
sire," Buchanan said. "I traveled to many countries during 
that time-including some war-tom areas-but mostly coun
tries at peace for many years. If you get the chance to trav
el, jump on it. You will appreciate how fortunate you are 
to live in the USA. 

"Most of my days are filled planning and training for 
things we hope will never happen. But when an incident 
does occur, your GGC leadership will be prepared to 
dampen the chaos, take control of the situation, and begin 
the recovery process." 

Buck has been married for 24 years and has three grand
children. Outside the home, he played competitive rugby 
for 20 years, including All Anny and Combined Services 
sides and old boys' rugby for another 10 years. "Old boys 
seemed like we were running just as fast and hitting just as 
hard, but that was really just in our heads." 

To close, Buck offered The Globe readers a bit of his 
personal philosophy on how important it is to be a team 
player as the basis for any organization, to treat others with 
respect and dignity, to maintain a great work ethic, and 
have some fun in whatever you do for a living. 

Career and personal life come together 
Ashley Still 's career is very closely intertwined with her 

personal life. The death of her twenty years old sister and 
best friend, followed by the passing of her father, prompt
ed Still to apply to the GGC Police Department. 

"Most of my strength and love of others come from my 
family," Still said. 

Still started at GGC as a student in 2007, when GGC 

started offering a Criminal Justice Degree, Still initiated 
The Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) program, 
a college-based officer training program for training com
missioned officers of the United States Armed Forces. 

After graduation, Still worked security for Brenau 
University and volunteered for the Gwinnett Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) and the Georgia State 
Defense Force (GSDF). 

"For me, policing is protecting others while loving them 
in the process" Still said. "I want everyone to be safe and 
know that the world is so much bigger outside of the cam
pus walls. Make smart decisions now and they will set you 
up for the future. You're worth it!" 

A people's fellow 
Alan Blake has worked as officer and detective for Law

renceville Police since 2000 and has been serving on GGC 
patrol for three years. 

"I am one of those who answers calls, unlocks doors, 
deals with car accidents and traffic violations, and recov
ers lost property," Blake said. "Nothing too big. Things are 
pretty laid back here." 

Blake explained briefly the process of becoming a de
tective. One must be 21 years old, have a high school di
ploma, have completed the Basic Law Enforcement Certi
fication Course, and get detective-specialized training. He 
was a police officer for 3 years before he went into investi
gations. "Nothing can replace the on-the-job experience," 
Blake said. 

At GGC, on top of experience, one of the qualities 
sought in the hiring process is "a temperament that would 
fit with the college campus environment," Blake said. 
"Mostly, I like the people." 

Off-duty, Blake appreciates the time he has with his 
family. "I've got a wonderful family, and I am proud of 
all of them. I share in their activities every time I have a 
chance." 

He is also passionate about gardening and sports. 
"I really enjoy following the sports here at GGC, espe

cially tennis, baseball, and softball. I get to know all the 
players. I think they are glad when I am around. I wish 
more students would go to the games." 

GGC's police officers are in the Public Safety Depart
ment in D Building. They offer car escorts, personal de
fence training courses to students and faculty groups, and 
a number of miscellaneous services. Call 678.407.5333 to 
learn more. 

The campus police positioned outside ofD Building 
Photo credit, Rebecca Lawler 



Huge turnout for Honors Program's 
"Much Ado About Nothing" 

Students perform classic Shakespeare play 

By Elena Johnson 
Staff Reporter 

There was much to love about Honors 3000 theatre 
course's production of "Much Ado About Nothing." 

More than 700 students, friends and family attended the 
play over the course of the four performances from Thurs
day, March 30 to Saturday, April 1. 

Directed by theatre instructor Jaclyn Hofmann, this was 
the second Shakespearean play put on by GGC students 
and the first to premiere on campus. Hofmann also serves 
as the director of education and casting at the Aurora The
atre. 

The play was produced by the GGC Honors Program, 
led by its director Jennifer Wunder, in conjunction with 
the Aurora Theatre. 

"We had apprentices from Aurora come and mentor the 
students," Brieanna Haberling, a junior English major and 
member of the Honors Program, said. 

Students worked on all aspects of professional theatre 
production ranging from set design to wardrobe with help 
from Cody Russell and Suzanne HoltKamp of the Aurora. 

"We were really lucky to have these professionals come 
and show us their trade," Haberling said. "They were the 
ones who put [the show] on its feet." 

"Much Ado About Nothing" is filled with drama, gos
sip, love, love-denial, and a happy ending with multiple 
weddings. The play is also unique for Shakespeare in that 
the only death is a symbolic one brought on by humilia
tion. 

GGC's adaptation was set in a 1940's garden party 
which mimicked Shakespeare's original springtime, vic
torious return from war. 

"With the modernization of the setting comes a visual 
understanding about what is going on," Haberling said. 

Shakespeare's plays continue to charm. modem-day 
audiences because they are filled with social issues that 
remain relevant. 

Haberling spoke about the character Beatrice, a strong-. , 

willed woman who was light-years ahead of what was 
considered the norm for women of her time. 

"Beatrice standing out as a primarily feminist character 
is an important aspect of the show," Haberling said. "See
ing a woman think in her own way and speak her mind as 
opposed to doing what is expected of her on stage is an 
important thing for young women of today to see." 

Brieanna played the part of Don Jane, adapted from 
Don Jon, a character who is originally male in the play 
"Together with Borachio," played by first year student 
Brandon Elam, the duo brought mischief to the story. 

The love story of Hero and Claudio was portrayed by 
Casey Coyle, an English major senior, and Jared Noble, a 
GGC Honors freshman. 

Jonathan Taylor, an environmental science and film 
junior, and Sophie Cardot, a biology sophomore, recreat-

GGC students perform "Much Ado About Nothing" 
Photo credit, Elena Johnson 

GGC students perform "Much Ado About Nothing" 
Photo credit, Elena Johnson 

ed the grand battle-of-the-wits arguments of the adamant 
bachelor Benedick and the feisty Beatrice. 

The actors drew laughter from the audience with lines 
such as "When I said I would die a bachelor, I did not think 
I should live till I were married," by Benedick. 

"The students were extremely hands-on for every part 
of the show, from sewing the costumes to making the pro
grams," Hasana Pollard, an English senior, said. "I was so 
nervous, but Corey [Phelps] gave me so much direction 
and coached my acting." 

This was a Shakespeare first for many of the actors, in
cluding Haberling and Pollard. 

Haberling quoted the sound design and music director, 
Daniel Hilton, on words about Shakespeare that resonated 
with her. "He told us, 'These words are timeless and beau
tiful and you get to say them.'" 

GGC students perform "Much Ado About Nothing" 
Photo credit, Elena Johnson 



Rafi's walk for heart disease 
Community shows support for congenital heart disease 

By Ty Merrow 
Copy Editor 

Raphael "Rafi" Gratch toddled around the parking lot of 
Coolray Field in the 4th Annual Greater Atlanta Congeni
tal Heart Walk for the first time on Sunday, April 29. Lynd
say Gratch, assistant professor of film at GGC, and her 
husband Ariel "Ari" formed Rafi's Rockstars and marched 
with their son and friends. 

Rafi was diagnosed with truncus arteriosus at birth as 
well as a double aortic arch. He was born six weeks early 
on December 19, 2015, stressful and fearful enough for 
the first-time parents. But the congenital heart disease he 
was diagnosed with ratcheted the scariness of the situation 
up even higher after the first-time parents had been told 
throughout the pregnancy that Rafi would be fine. 

"It was world-shattering in a way, and we just had to 
figure out how to reimagine our life," Lyndsay said at the 
walk. "You have to do it quickly. You think you're go
ing to have a normal, healthy baby because that's what 
you're told, and then suddenly you don't. There was a 15% 
chance he wouldn't even survive the first surgery, and so 
you just start realizing you can't plan the way that you 
used to think you could." 

Truncus arteriosus is a very rare heart disease diagnosed 
at birth. A cyanotic congenital heart defect, Rafi had only 
one vessel leaving the right and left ventricles of the heart 
instead of the normal two and causes oxygen problems in 
the body. 

His double aortic arch is a more common birth defect, 
an aorta made up of two vessels instead of the one like 
normal. Symptoms are relatively mild, and the surgery for 
it is simple. Truncus arteriosus, however, requires multiple 
surgeries as the child grows since the stent used to create 
two arteries does not grow with the child. 

"We knew nothing about heart disease or children with 
cardiac problems prior to him being born," Lyndsay said, 
"and you have to learn a lot really fast. It's a steep learning 
curve, and we had to become experts in his condition in 
like a month. Now I know all about the heart and human 
anatomy in ways I totally didn't before as a person who's 
always been into the arts and film and theatre. I wasn't into 
biology, but now I am." 

Rafi had his first surgery when he was three days-old 
and weighed only four pounds. There was an 85% success 
rate, but any parent will tell you that that 15% failure rate 
is too high and terrifying. More surgeries will be needed 
as he grows, but hopefully medicinal and technological 
advancements can change this. 

"Raising funds for research is important just because we 
know that more surgeries are in our future and for a lot of 
these kids," Lyndsay said. She looked around at some of 
the children with various congenital heart diseases, some 
still confined to strollers, almost all assuredly bearing long 

Dr. Lindsay Gratch and Raphael Gratch 
Photo credit, Julie Thompson 

vertical scars on their chests like Rafi. "Some of these kids 
are waiting on heart transplants. There are some kids at 
Egleston (Children's Hospital) right now that are waiting 
on heart transplants." 

The Gratch's only son recently had a cardiac catheter
ization iil January of this year. The surgery widened a con
duit, hopefully extending the time necessary u,ntil his next 
major surgery. 

Rafi's Rockstars raised $1,250 to give back to the com
munity and donate to research. 

The walk began around 9:30 in the morning and fol
lowed a three quarter of a mile loop around the parking 
lot. Ari stayed by Rafi for the walk, pulling his energetic 
son back as Rafi started heading towards the nearest car he 
saw. His parents would laugh and comment on how much 
he loved cars. 

About halfway through the walk, Ari held Rafi for a 
bit. Rafi immediately grabbed Ari's hat and placed it awk
wardly backwards on Ari's head. The father laughed hard, 
a big smile on his face as he asked others if he looked cool. 

Rafi's Rockstars finished the loop and headed into Cool
ray Field to rest up a bit and watch a baseball game that 
was taking place. As Ari fed Rafi, Lyndsay took some time 
out to talk with The Globe, showcasing a large bead neck
lace representing Rafi's medical journey. 

"He's fantastic, and we love him so much," Lyndsay 
said when asked if all the hardships were worth it. "Defi
nitely worth it. It's changed our world." 

The doves they released 
Photo credit, Julie Thompson 

Batman, Cinderella, the Prince, and Kylo Ren in the crowd 
Photo credit, Julie Thompson 

The crowd at Coolray Field 
Photo credit, Julie Thompson 



Student Submissions 
WORDS 

By Ricardo Echeveria 

A flayed verse triggers an idea's elephantitis. This tumor 
aches for All-space. Sensing the danger, I merely speak the 
idea. In fast forward the malignant growth contorts into its 
proper letters, once again just pretty noise. 

"Rainbow of Buckles" 
Photo credit, Mashia Haque 

ALIEN ENCOUNTER 
By Ricardo Echeveria 

Hollow me, so I may experience your existence's 
loss. And Being-addicted, reinforce my love a-thou
sand-fold-origamis-strong. I am a dead junk satellite orbit
ing and preparing to comet into my nightress. Once I enter 
your memory-sphere, and begin to phoenix in your low
ermost-IMPACT. Name the resulting crater, "Perhaps." 

"Illuminati" 
Photo credit, Mashia Haque 

TRAUMA 
By Ricardo Echeveria 

The needle to your forearm extracts a fist-mass that 
steadily fills the syringe and the fist-mass within the cylin
drical tube, begins to scratch, pound, scrawl, punch and, 
most heartbreaking, attempts by sign language to scream 
and yet you smile. 

"Prisoner" 
Photo credit, Mashia Haque 

TO THE WICKED 
By Ricardo Echeveria 

A world of hate is still a 50 cent rubber ball at Hope's 
feet. So bounce hate and collect your jacks with speedy 
hands, relishing your turn but already seeing the ball fall
shrink your existence .. . 

Photo credit, 

VIOLENCE 
By Ricardo Echeveria 

A red stone begs flight. Next to it lies the dead deer that 
stares into the forest labyrinth in which it can no longer 
hide. Minotaur in lumberjack coat holds the flaming rifle 
to block this Eden's entrance. There's a ghost to all this 
but it hasn't been cast. Silence laminates the scene. Day 
switches off. A pair of phantasmaulgoric jaws float in the 
dark and speak gibberish wisps of bloodmoon prophecy 
while a crown of hands descends u on the chained egg. . ·:"f . . 

"Puzzle" 
Photo credit, Mashia Haque 

SPRING 
By Ricardo Echeveria 

The dove-slowtus flower flow-wings- on the stream 
that is the glass flute of Pan. 

Dripping dove shivers water off like a snapped pearl 
necklace whose crystal balls seep into the cool soil to 
prophecy Spring's green curls, w-asp lunge-sting, moon
buds and sunflowers, stars cricket-twinkling over the 
breezeplantmusk meadows where an owl stretches .his 
wings and demands his cult. 

Photo credit, 

SPRING 2 
By Ricardo Echeveria 

Breeze of yellow-pink submarined by a copper drag
onfly who lands and straddles a grass blade, green horse 
that lowers its head to drink out of the clear air stream. 
Leaves shakes to reveal the blue buds of the sky. Chlo
rine-nose-hazy, shirtless boys emerge empearled from 
out of the pool. The cool-shadow they drip-pave across 
the concrete is nuzzled by the heel and kissed by the toe. 
Bees patrol watermelon slices. The blubbered corpse of 
some atmosfinic whale drifts across the sky and defies the 
warmth, a cloudy last stand that the sun blows off like lint. 

"In Tandem" 
Photo credit, Mashia Haque 

A PLANE PASSED BY 
By Ricardo Echeveria 

Parachute-red mushroom from the sky. Fungus come 
to root iri our land and fill the fields with alien carnations 
for all the lonely girls to place behind their ears so they can 
hear the silence of their sweethearts gone to war. 

"Acrophobia" 
Photo credit, Mashia Haque 



Students take yoga to relax and stay 
focused 

Wellness Recreation Center hosts Mindful Mondays 

By Tracy Martin 
Staff Reporter 

Instead of lip-biting through stress-inducing exams and 
the rigors of everyday student life, some GGC students 
practice yoga to reduce stress so they can relax more eas
ily. 

Last semester, the yoga class "Mindful Mondays" grew 
in such popularity the Wellness and Recreation Center 
(WRC) hired a new teacher so more classes could be add
ed this semester. 

"Our yoga class has gotten really popular over the last 
past year and a half, so we brought in Laura Miller, our 
new instructor," Jessica Ascenzo, the WRC's recreation 
coordinator of operations. "She's really good with engag
ing the students and getting them to try new things. 

Students overwhelmingly say they like yoga because 
they like how it relaxes them, but Miller also emphasizes 
yoga's flexibility and strength-building benefits. 

"Yoga increases flexibility but also helps to build 
strength in the muscles so really it 's great for everyone," 
Miller said. "But you must be patient and kind with your
self and know that it's not going to happen overnight, but 
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time and hard work will pay off in the end." 
Ashley Chastine, a business management major, said 

she started feeling more relaxed in a matter of weeks after 
she first started taking yoga. 

"I've only been taking it a couple weeks, and I actually 
really like it because it helps me relax and just mellows me 
out," she said. "It just relieves all that stress, and that helps 
me with all my classes." 

"Yoga's flexibility helps to prevent injury, protect your 
joints, and can help with aches and pains," Miller said. 
"A long hold in an asana or position can help get deeper 
into the connective tissue and the fascia, which helps to in
crease circulation in the area and can help with the healing 
process. Flexibility also helps with general mobility and 
can help us all age gracefully." 

Brandon Nguyen, a business management major, said 
he likes to practice yoga after he works out because it 
helps him to relax after lifting heavy weights. 

"Usually before this, I work out in the weight room 
so by the time yoga class starts, I'm just already tense," 
Nguyen said. 

Yoga emphasis on breathing with each movement pro
motes mindfulness, which is the ability to stay centered 
and present in the moment. 

"Yoga not only helps the body but also helps the mind by 
quieting the chitchat that continuously is running through 
our thoughts," Miller said. "Ensuring that your breathing 
with each movement also helps to make sure that you are 
not holding your breath and therefore getting the most out 
of each position." 

In addition to traditional yoga, a stream of regulars 
keeps turning out for paddleboard yoga since it was first 
introduced last summer. 

Instead of doing yoga on a still floor, you sit on a big 
paddleboard in the water and do yoga. If it sounds chal
lenging, it is according to chemistry major Kiana Treaster. 

"I usually go on Tuesdays to regular yoga, but today I 
went to the one that's on the pool," Treaster said laughing. 
"There 's a big paddle, and you sit on there and do yoga 
floating on the water. It definitely takes more balancing 
and more mental focus because you're not able to stretch 
as much you can, so it's more of a balancing workout rath
er than stretching your body." 

Classes at the WRC are free for students, faculty and 
staff. and family members. 

In the future, gym memberships may be extended to 
GGC alumni. 

A woman going through yoga poses beside a lake 
Photo credit, Mamalina 

Prelude Music Club performs for 
adults with disabilities 

Volunteers entertain members of Hi-Hope 

By Jacob Carroll 
Staff Reporter 

On March 31, Volunteer GGC (VGGC) hosted an event 
for the members of Hi-Hope Service Center in the sec
ond-floor lounge of the Student Center. A 57-year-old non
profit, Hi-Hope connects adults with developmental dis
abilities with integrated opportunities for learning, work, 
and leisure. 

Volunteers came together with the patrons of Hi-Hope 
during lunch to talk, play games, and listen to the Prelude 
Music Club perform. 

VGGC member Tyler Commodore, a sophomore IT 
major, said that the event did well because it was some
thing both GGC and Hi-Hope wanted. 

"The idea came from a mutual friend of the volunteers 
who works at Hi-Hope," Commodore said. "We hosted 
our first event last spring, and we hope to continue on into 
the future." 

Commodore said that since VGGC is run by students, it 
was up to them to get everything together. They reached 
out to Prelude to perform at the event in the hopes of get
ting more of the school to participate. 

Prelude Music Club, lead by club president Andy Yang, 
is the only music club on campus. They say in order to gain 
more notoriety and express their passions to bring music 
to people, they perform at every event they are invited to. 

"It's really great to get RSOs involved because you get 
the interaction of the students and the community," Janie 
Durham, a senior majoring in psychology and VGGC vol
unteer, said. "Events like these are a nice way for students 
to get involved with the community and give local ser-

vice." 
"It's an opportunity for the members of Hi-Hope to real

ly get out and experience things they don't usually get the 
opportunity to," Charlisa Powell-Hall, a volunteer from 
the Student Integrity Center, said. "Last year, we were all 
painting upstairs, so it's good we're doing different things 
this year to mix things up for them." 

The Hi-Hope employees also expressed their satisfac
tion with the event, from parking to the kindliness of the 
volunteers. Shanerra Wysinger, a Hi-Hope employee, said 
that the way GGC took on the individuals was incredibly 
caring and welcoming. 

"It's really great that the students at GGC are taking 
time out of their lives to make a difference," Brhea Phoe
nix, another Hi-Hope employee, said. "Our individuals re
ally did enjoy themselves. One even asked ifwe can come 
back every Friday." 



The buzz in B bu_ilding 
An inside perspective on a regular student gathering in B-Atrium 

By Julie Thompson 
Editor-in-Chief 

While most social groups on campus draw from Regis
tered Student Organizations and classrooms, the B-build
ing gamers might be the most organic of those at Georgia 
Gwinnett College. 

Anywhere from 5-30 people might be in the atrium at 
a given time, playing an assortment of video and board 
games. more still swing by between classes to practice in
struments and talk about anime. 

"Everybody knows this group right here," Dre Fogle, a 
sophomore majoring in information technology, said. "We 
are known to be the loudest people, and we are also known 
to be the funnest people. We make a lot of funjokes about 
those who are related to us basically. Anime nerds are very 
cocky people. We are comedians over here." 

Najah Robinson, a junior majoring in business adminis
tration chemistry, said that she began going to the atrium a 
year ago. It all started when she was studying for a chem
istry exam and saw a group of students playing a board 
game. She decided to see what was going on and take a 
break from studying and has been going to the atrium fre
quently ever since. 

"We play a lot of games in B building," Robinson said. 
Magic the Gathering is a popular game in the B atrium. 

Chelsie Stein and her litter of plushies 
Photo credit, Julie Thompson 

The games can last anywhere from 15 minutes to 2 hours, 
according to Duncan Brown, a senior majoring in digital 
media. Most students buy cards to build their own deck. 
Card prices range, A single are valued anywhere as low as 
$1 or up to five :figures like the Lotus Beta card, priced at 
$29,976.0 on an online vendor called Hobby Chimp. 

Although some Magic players earn money trading 
cards, Brown attests that "no one ever plays for money 
and no one ever plays for cards." Student Integrity Regu
lation 12 prohibits gambling on campus. 

The group often receives noise complaints. Andy Yang, 
a senior majoring in business manag~ment, said that he 
has had the police called on him several times during the 
four years he has hung out in B-Building. 

During the interview with The Globe, several students 
joined Yang as he chanted "All the squares make a circle." 
They soon dropped the chant to sing a Disney song. 

Haaff admits that people who belongs to the B-building 
crowd, "have a certain look to them." Most people in the 
atrium will sport a graphic-T depicting their favorite char
acter from either a video game or an anime comic book. 

For finals week, Chelsie Stein, a junior majoring in 
computer programming, brought in cat plushies, one she 
calls Anxiety Buddy. She brings a whole litter to pile on 
the heads tof her friends who seem to be having a stressful 
day. When squeezed, they have the same effect as a stress 
ball, she claims. 

"It's definite! 

The exterioir view of B building 
Photo credit, Julian Harrison 

Gamers and test crammers in the B-atrium 
Photo credit, Mashia Haque 

A round of Magic:The Gathering 
Photo credit, Julie Thompson 

majoring in biology, said." I feel safer here than I do any
where else on campus with these people." 

"We pretty much live here," Haaf continued. "B Build
ing is a lifestyle. I never hung out at GGC before, but I 
come here on days I don't have class." 

Abdinasir Hussein, a student majoring in information 
technology, enjoys messing with his friends. He and other 
friends enjoy throwing clever insults at his friends. They 
all have a crude sense of humor. 

When asked if the friendly fire of insults ever gets out of 
hand, Hussein said that they try to draw a line. 

"We like each other, like jokes and what not, I like 
messing with people, but they always know I'm not a bad 
person. I'm a Muslim, and I'm very strict about what I do 
and boundaries, but I love messing with people." 

While some students in the atrium refer to themselves 
as the "Nerdherd," Haaf considers the social group a 
"mini-society." She admits that it has its problems, but 
those do not last long. While the students come and go at 
leisure, the core group does not vary often. 

"You come into here and you don't expect to make new 
friends but like if you needed someone, you could mes
sage anyone and the would be there for you in a heart
beat," Haaf said. 

Many of the students who socialize in B-building be
long to either History club or GGC's music club, Prelude 
but others are what Haaf calls "Path Finders,"students in 
need of new friends and something to do. 

Plushie Deadpool brings comfort during Finals Week 
Photo credit, Julie Thompson 

High Power creature card 
Photo credit, Fandom.com 



Friends that draw together stay 
_ together 

Students from the School of Science and ·Techno_logy win a $200 cash prize 

By Julie Thompson 
Editor-in-Chief 

Best friends Molly Lizotte and Chelsei Stein, both stu
dents from Georgia Gwinnett College, decided to partici
pated in the Chalk art competition for the Gwinnett Arts 
Fest on April 29, 2017 to spend quality time together. They 
never expected to win. · 

The friends split the $200 cash prize and two tickets to 
the Aurora Theatre, but that was not the only thing they 
shared. 

"It felt special," Lizotte,a junior majoring in digital me
dia said. "We colored together. We got covered in chalk 
together. We got sunburned together." 

Sponsored by United Bank, the third annual Arts Fest 
began at 9 a.m. and ended at 1 p.m. in the Lawrenceville 

Lawn. According to Lizotte, it took the full time to com
plete the 100 square ft. mural of a 1960's cityscape. 

The event's theme was the 1960's and concluded with a 
live performance of"HairSpray" from the Aurora Theatre. 

The competition has three levels: children, adults, and 
professionals. Lizotte and Stein competed against one art
ist for the adults category. 

Katie Bush, a resident artist at local artist co-op The 
Dizzy Gypsy, was the winner of the professional category. 

Zach Herndon, a participant in the professional cate
gory, gave the girls a tip to use pool noodles to blend the 
colors. 

Although this was their first chalk competition, Lizotte 
has been an artist she was young. She submitted clay stat
ues and drawings into county arts fairs. She stopped draw
ing as much when she joined chorus in middle school. 

Both girls sing and play guitar and became fast friends 

after joining GGC's Prelude Music club in November, 
2015. 

"I love making things with my hands," Lizotte said. 
She did most of the drawing and Stein, a junior major

ing in computer programming, helped her friend by color
ing in with a 64-pack and 12-pack of Crayola chalk they 
had bought for the event. 

McCray's Tavern was one of the vendors to set up 
booths at the event. Musicians from the Gwinnett School 
of Music volunteered at the event, as well as those from 
Gwinnett High School, and The Dizzy Gypsy, Central. 

---- ,....~---,:"""1;;,f'.<" .. ------
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Photo credit, Molly Lizotte 



An unaccepted loss 
The pervasiveness of heroin 

By Hector Rollins 
Student Submission 

There's not really a better way to start this than by saying this is a quick story about 
heroin and how it affects people you think are above it. All names in this story have 
been changed for privacy reasons. 

A little history first. I went to four different high schools, my first one for two 
years. It was on the edges of the Atlanta suburbs, practically a hick town. Even over 
a decade after moving from that county, it's good ol' boy culture has remained in re
gressive stubbornness. I'm glad I left. I hate when I have to go back. It's why I never 
go back if I can avoid it. 

The last day of April, I went to an old friend 's wedding, Mandy. Her and I have 
known each other since middle school and share best friend status with one of the 
best people on the planet, Layla. Mandy's wedding was just west of our former coun
ty (thank God) but still out of Atlanta's suburban influences. 

It was a very country wedding, set at an historic plantation building converted for 
such receptions. The ceremony took place outside where old trees hung low and se
rene, framing a typical humid Georgia day appropriately. 

The wedding went well. I had taken a date with me_, elated for my friends to meet 
her and enjoy her company at this special occasion. We joked around at the reception, 
laughing freely and imbibing simultaneously. 

During the time, I met one of the bridesmaids. Name Mona, we apparently had 
gone to school together, hung out in the same circles but never interacted. We sat for a 
while throwing old names at each other, seeing who we remembered. Mona gave me 
one name, an Eric Grace, telling me he had overdosed on heroin, left for dead behind 
a fast food dumpster so the suburban home's owners wouldn't have it found out their 
son and his friends did drugs there. 

"I'm not surprised," I shrugged. "Dude always seemed like someone who'd delve 
into drugs." 

"Me neither," Mona replied. "I've lost a lot of friends, and all but one didn't shock 
me." I nodded in agreement before she asked me, "Did you know Eva?" 

Of course I knew Eva. She meant the world to me at one point. I think she was the 
first woman whom I could speak to on the same intellectual level. We had never been 
romantic due to timing, but she was one of the most intelligent and beautiful people 
I knew, and our relationship was effortless. I had moved around a lot and lost contact 
with her since she attended KSU for psychology. Rejoining Facebook earlier this 
year, I found out she had passed away a year ago. I was sad, but figured she had taken 
her life. Artistic like that. Never thought much about it after that, what's done is done 
and I had no desire to reconnect with anyone from that region anymore. 

"Did you know how she died?" Mona followed up. Told her I didn't, jadedly didn't 
care. Or thought I didn't. Mona continued, "She OD'd, too. Some guy she was with 
from Florida . .. " I quit paying attention. 

Eva? Heroin? Eva? 
I mumbled some words, trying unsuccessfully to seem unaffected. Stumbled over 

to the bar muttering that I needed a drink, grabbed a Yuengling and absentmindedly 
dropped money from my wallet into the tip jar. Think I had grabbed the wrong bill 
to the bartender's benefit. My date waved for me to come over and talk with her and 
some people we had met at the wedding, but I said not now before walking to the 
property's fence, as far away from the wedding as I could get without walking into 
the woods. I just leaned on the fence, staring at one fallen tree and drank deep of my 
lager. 

My date walked up, placing her arm around me, politely not asking me what was 
wrong. I had done a good job of not shedding a tear, but I was clearly in another place 
and ignorant of my surroundings. After a few minutes, I walked over to where Mona 
and Layla were. Mona apologized, but said she could tell from my facial expression 
that I knew how much Eva meant. I thanked her for telling me, figuring that would 
be it. Nah. Mona said Eva, wishing to be a psychologist, was awarded her degree by 
KSU post-mortem and had inspired her to become a child psychologist, try and help 
the world the way Eva would have. · 

"I'll come back in a bit," I assured them both. "Just need ten minutes." I walked 
back to the fence but couldn't · keep it together. That inspiration bit from Mona. It 
killed something in me. I broke down for the first time in years, soul wrenched. 

Heroin usage and its numerous consequences have been in the news quite a bit this 
year. CNN did a report at the beginning of the year showing a video with two users' 
faces blurred out, rag doll in the front of their suburban with their children in the back 
when the cops found them. Go to drugabuse.gov and you can find the presentation Dr. 

Nora Volkow delivered to the Senate Caucus on International Narcotics Control back 
in 2014. She estimated 467,000 people were addicted to heroin in 2012, and detailed 
how the number of heroin users in the US practically doubled from 2005 to 2012. 

Even with all of this, it felt like a problem for other people, never affecting me or 
anyone I knew. I couldn't care less about Eric, be more surprised ifhe was still alive. 
He was awful when I knew him. 

But Eva? Eva was above that. Was supposed to be ... 
Man, it hurt. Still does. The Eva I knew was better than that. The Eva I knew made 

me relax and think and challenged me every time we were together. The Eva I knew 
beat the cancer that plagued her the first 14 years of her life. The Eva I knew lived ev
ery day like it was her last because she had stared her last days in the face and dodged 
them. The Eva I knew never would have let some trash take her down that horrible 
heroin undercurrent pervading American culture. 

I didn't expect it to hit at all, but the megaton dropped on me wiped me away from 
that wedding for a good half an hour. Eventually, I went back collected and ready to 
celebrate Mandy's nuptials. 

It's a damned lesson I never wanted or expected to learn, but I did and my eyes 
can't shut anymore on it. Heroin affects everyone, and it's stupid to pretend other
wise. If you know someone who needs help, please contact any of the numerous 
addiction programs, like the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Adminis
tration (SAMHSA) at 1800-662-HELP or the Faces & Voices of Recovery program 
at their site facesandvoicesofrecovery.org, before it's too late. If you yourself need 
help, contact the same people. Get help, get better. Don't leave people wrecked from 
your sudden absence. It's .. .it's too much. 

Thanks. 

Negative and adverse effects of heroin on the brain (INFOGRAPHIC) 
Photo credit, Addiction Blog 



14 

2017 

GGC selected to host Lawrenceville 
bracket of NAIA Baseball National 

Championship Opening Round 
By Jason Hendrix 

GGC Director of Sports Information 

LAWRENCEVILLE, Ga. - The National Associa
tion of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) released the list 
of nine host sites for the 2017 NAIA Baseball National 
Championship Opening Round on Monday, naming Geor
gia Gwinnett as the host of the Lawrenceville Bracket. The 
45-team event is scheduled for May 15-18 and features 
nine, five-team double-elimination tournaments. Opening 
Round qualifiers and brackets will be announced May 11. 
The Lawrenceville Bracket will take place at the Grizzly 

Baseball Complex on the GGC campus. 
The other eight hosts include Bellevue (Neb.), Faulkner 

(Ala.), Kingsport (Tenn.) Convention and Visitors Bureau 
and the Appalachian Athletic Conference (AAC), North
western Ohio, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Wesleyan, Tabor 
(Kan.), and William Carey (Miss.). 

Georgia Gwinnett is serving as an Opening Round host 
for the fourth year in-a-row. 

In 2016, only three of the nine hosts won their respec
tive Opening Round. Overall, hosts have won 33-of-72 
all-time Opening Rounds. Among active NAIA members, 
Faulkner boasts the most Opening Round titles with five, 
four of which came at the Eagles' home stadium. 

The Opening Round site selection process takes into 
account geography, facilities, student-athlete experience, 
and host qualification. In the event that a selected bid is 
tied directly to an institution, that school is guaranteed at 
least an at-large host berth. The application deadline for 
bids was April 1. 

Each Opening Round host site will include a five-team 
double elimination tournament. The champion of each 
Opening Round and World Series host Lewis-Clark State 
(Idaho) make up the field at the 61stAnnual Avista-NAIA 
Baseball World Series. The World Series, which is taking 
place at Harris Field for the 18th-consecutive season and 
26th time overall, is scheduled to run from May 26-June 2. 

GGC's baseball field 
Photo credit, Rod Reilly 

GGC's Cook headlines winners at 
A.I.I. softball tournament banquet 
By Jason Hendrix 

GGC Director of Sports Information 

LAWRENCEVILLE, Ga. - After putting together an 
impressive junior season together with the No. 5 Geor
gia Gwinnett softball team, Niki Cook took home the top 
honors in the Association of Independent Institutions on 
Wednesday night as she was named the A.I.I. 's Player of 
the Year at the annual pre-tournament banquet on the cam
pus of Georgia Gwinnett College in Lawrenceville, Ga. 

Cook, who led the NAIA and A.I.I. with 104 hits, 80 
runs scored, and 65 stolen bases and carried a .598 bat
ting average in 17 4 at-bats, is one of four honorees to take 
home a special award from the league. Georgia Gwinnett's 
Taylor Hansis was named the league's Pitcher of the Year, 

and she was joined by teammate RaeQuinn Rossetti as the 
A.I.I. 's Freshman of the Year. Rayne Wright of Central 
Christian (Kan.) was also named the league's Newcomer 
of the Year. 

GGC's Kat Ihlenburg, who led the fifth-ranked Griz
zlies to a 45-7-1 record on the season, claimed the A.I.I. 's 
Softball Coach of the Year honors. This is Ihlenburg's 
third A.I.I. Coach of the Year selection as she shared the 
award with Kentucky Christian's Dave Miller in 2016 and 
California State-San Marcos' Laurie Nevarez in 2015. 

A league-best nine GGC players were named to the AH
A.I.I. First Team, including infielders Hailey Burnham, 
Brashante Dareus, and Elyssa Melton, catcher Sydney 
Willhite, designated player Anya Vandersip, and pitcher 
Chelsi Palazzo as well as Cook, Hansis, and Rossetti. 

Fisher (Mass.) earned two spots on the first team with 
pitcher Morgan Selmi and outfielder Corrie Edstrom. In-

fielder Taylor Espinoza of Talladega (Ala.), outfielder 
Brashella Keys of Edward Waters (Fla.), and utility player 
Kasi Kraus of Central Christian rounded out first-team se
lections. 

Both Edward Waters and Kentucky Christian led the 
way on the second team with three honorees. Represent
ing EWC was pitcher Yessenia Moreno, outfielder Kail
eigh Kirton, and designated player Bryttani Ellis-Vance. 
Kentucky Christian's Cassandra Adkins, McKenzie Va
nover, and Kailey Rigdon represented the Knights. Has
kell (Kan.) and Fisher each claimed two second-team se
lections apiece, while GGC, Talladega, Rochester (Mich.), 
and Central Christian rounded out the squad with one hon
oree apiece. 

The three-day A.I.I. Softball Championship tournament 
will begin on Thursday, May 4 at the Grizzly Softball 
Complex on the campus of Georgia Gwinnett. 
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