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TALENT ·AND WORK •' 

MIDSEASON RECAPS 

BY TY MERROW 

The Globe's autonomy and 
professional standards 

Hello, 

Letter from an Editor 

By Ty Merrow 
Copy Editor 

For those who don't know me, I'm the Copy Editor for The Globe. When my schedule allows, I cover sports for the 
paper. Off campus, I'm the beat writer for the Georgia Swarm, a professional indoor lacrosse team which plays in the 
Infinite Energy Arena (next home game April 15 at 7:05 p.m., shameless plug). 

Normally Julie Thompson, Editor-in-Chief, does these "Letter from the Editor" bits, but given the article she and I 
worked extensively on for the past two weeks and her figuring you guys are tired of her written voice, she volunteered 
me to write the LftE this month. · 

I originally joined the organization with the goal of just covering Grizzly Athletics. While I do try and get out to the 
Grizzly Baseball and Softball Complexes as often as I can, I have found myself doing larger stories concerning happen
ings at GGC at the end of every semester. 

The past two weeks, Thompson and I have been super busy trying to discern the truth behind allegations that SGA 
President Tammy Lu violated certain Georgia laws regarding open meetings. This was first brought to The Globe's at
tention on March 22 from a Grizzly News Network article. 

I'll be blunt: GNN 's article, while important, was not up to the professional standards to which any news organisation 
should hold itself. 

Given the large amount of time and effort I've devoted _to this story alongside Thompson trying to discern the truth 
of the matter along with my experiences as a journalist outside of college, I can confidently say the subject was handled 
haphazardly. 

The Globe is an autonomous organization. We do not have an institutional partnership with any other student news 
sources. With professional guidance from our advisers and training from our more experienced writers, we have a spe
cific and thorough way of covering stories. Part of the reason for this edition's tardiness is because there was so much 
work to be done to ensure accuracy and because we think the story is too important to not print, especially considering 
the SGA elections have been pushed back to April 10. 

Oh, you didn't know the SGA elections were April 10? Or that April 12 was the date to submit complaints of elections 
violations? That's part of the problem, and it is covered in the article on pg. 3. 

But I digress. As part of our reporting, we spoke to many people who were directly involved with the allegations, we 
spent hours upon hours combing through the SGA Executive Board and Senate meetings for the past year, and we're 
confident the facts we are presenting to you, dear reader, are what happened, the unbiased facts from journalists who 
spoke to all parties involved. 

I encourage you to read this edition of The Globe, not just mine and Thompson's article which is on pg. 3. A lot of 
students worked hard to bring you this coverage, and we greatly appreciate their time and effort and hope our readers 
are pleased with the outcome. 

If you're interested in potentially being a writer and covering what's important to you, please contact us. I would love 
to hear from you. Our office is on the third floor of the Student Center, 3151, and we try and have someone in there if 
you wish to drop by and visit. If you'd rather email, then shoot me one. My email is tmerrow@ggc.edu. Let's talk about 
what's important to you at GGC. 

Respectfully, 

Ty Merrow 
The Globe, Copy Editor 

Ty Merrow's feet as a monument to his unwillingness to have his photo taken 
Photo credit, Katelyn Lindsey 

Last issue, The Globe incorrectly printed that Volunteer GGC organized the volunteer trip to Albany in the 
article entitled, "GGC Students provide needed aid in Albany, GA." 

Although members of VGGC were involved in the trip, Erin Lucier, intern for the Office of Student Involve
ment, organized the trip independently. 

"Volunteer GGC is an innovative program that aids students with the opportunity to perform community 
service on campus and in neighboring communities throughout Metro Atlanta, " the organization s Getln
volved page reads. To read a full article about VGGC s Presidential service award go to theglobeatggc. 
tumblr. com. 
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GGC student experiences backlash 
for political activism 

Senior Alyssa McNerney's activism featured on conservative talk show 

By Julie Thompson 
Editor-in-Chief 

Approximately 200 people gathered in downtown At
lanta for the "Not My President's Day" rally on Febru
ary 21. Alyssa McNemey, a senior majoring in English at 
Georgia Gwinnett College, marched with them, holding a 
sign with a controversial message. 

McN erney has already attended three protests this year, 
including the Women's March in Washington D.C. She be
longs to a group that tries to influence government through 
public demonstrations, but pending national and state leg
islation could limit protester's rights. 

McNerney and the other protesters of the "Not My Pres
ident's Day" protest met at the Arts Center Marta Station 
and then continued through downtown Atlanta. Accompa
nied by her boyfriend and dogs, McNerney held her sign 
high. "For I was hungry and-you said, 'drug test those who 
would ask for food,"' McNerney's neon poster read. It is 
an adapted version of a verse from the Book of Matthew 
in the New Testament. 

Journalists joined the procession, and when Nick Valen
cia -- a reporter from CNN -- asked to take a picture for 
his Instagram, McN emey complied. The post went viral. A 
few days later, her sister called and said she had seen Mc
N emey's picture on a Texas-based show called The Blaze. 
Conservative show host Tomi Lahren had featured Mc
N emey 's sign on her show in the segment Final Thoughts 
and ridiculed the message. 

During the segment, Lahren referred to protesters as 
"ticked-off snowflakes" whose political resistance was 
aimed at "altering reality." She showed the picture ofMc
Nerney and spoke directly to her and tried to discredit ev
ery line on McNerney's sign. 

Lahren released an earlier video about protesters where 
she said that the public reactions to Trump's election were 
not protests. She defined a protest as "a peaceful objection 
to a grievance" and referred to the protesters as "a bunch 
of sore losers occupying a space." 

But according to a Bloomberg Politics article, groups 
have begun to protest "in waves not seen since the Viet
nam War." Studies support the claim. The Initiative for 
Policy Dialogue and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung New York 

Working Paper conducted research that shows that pro
tests have steadily increased in the past decade. The study 
analyzed 849 protests from 2006-2013 and shows that the 
numbers have increased by approximately 200%. 

State governments across the country have prepared 
bills to regulate protests. In the state of Georgia,the "Back 
to the Badge Act of 2017" will increase penalties for those 
who block "any highway, street, sidewalk or other public 
passage." Six Republican Senators sponsored the Act and 
Bert Reeves, who is The House Speaker and a represen
tative of GA's District 34 (Marietta), was also a sponsor, 
according to the Georgia General Assembly's website. 

Minnesota's State government introduced HFF03 on 
January 23 , 2017 as a response to a "Black Llves Matter" 
protest that shut down a freeway. The bill will penalize 
protesters who block highways or airports with a fines up 
to $3,000 or up to a year in jail. 

"If you block a freeway, you should go to jail," Rep 
Nick Zerwas, one of the bill 's authors, told CBS Minne
sota. 

The House Journal shows the bill was adopted on Feb
ruary 23, and two authors, both Republicans, were added 
on March 3. 

So why do people protest? According to the study, pro
tests condemn political systems for not representing a need 
of "real democracy" and for policy making that prioritizes 
everyone. 

McNerney protested because it creates a platform for 
citizens to voice their concerns. The meaning of her sign 
was simple, she told The Globe. 

"It goes back to the whole teachings of Christ, it really 
goes back to, if Jesus was here, would he not help those 
people? He would," McNemey said. 

But do protests work? It's hard to tell. The world
wide report showed that 63% of protests in 2013 did not 
achieve what they were intended to or address immedi
ate grievances. The remaining 3 7% resulted in some kind 
of achievement. Results often take time, the Initiative for 
Policy Dialogue and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung New York 
Working Paper concludes. 

Dr. Laura Young, an assistant professor of political sci
ence at GGC, believes that protests can be vital in public 
policy-shaping, like the Civil Rights Act of 1968. She re
ferred to an incident in 2008 where attempts to gut the Eth
ics Office were cancelled due to "massive protests" and 

phone calls. "So, protests definitely create change," Young 
told The Globe. 

"Placing restrictions on individuals that protest can 
threaten democracy," Young said. "That is not to say there 
should not be penalties for people breaking the law while 
participating in protests, but we must be very careful with 
the restrictions we place on this fundamental right." 

McNerney wrote The Blaze requesting a chance for a 
rebuttal to Lahren's comments on her sign. She has made 
several response videos and hopes to make a larger one 
that would share stories from citizens who have been im
pacted by Trump's presidency. However, Lahren's show 
was suspended in March after the shows host announced 
she was ro-life. __ _ 
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The photo of Alyssa McNemey received close to 25,000 
likes on CNN's lnstagram. 

Photo credit, Nick Valencia, CNN 

The AEC wins with TIC-TAC-TOE 
Program recognized for helpful services to students 

By Jacob Bennett 
News Editor 

The Academic Enhancement Center (AEC) received a 
Chancellor's Service Excellence Student Improvement Ini
tiative Team Award for its TIC-TAC-TOE programs. The 
award recognizes excellence in service to students within the 
University System of Georgia. 

"They won the silver level award," Dr. Justin Jernigan, 
Dean of the School of Transitional Studies, said. "It means 
out of all the programs in the system that got nominated, they 

felt that we were right there as one of the top three programs." 
The AEC offers students additional assistance via their 

tutoring services, and each component of TIC-TAC-TOE 
focuses on extending those services beyond the walls of the 
ABC's headquarters in the new wing of Building C. 

Current statistics show over 3500 unique GGC students 
visiting the AEC per academic year. Jernigan expects the 
number to increase due to AEC 's high attendance. 

Tutors in the Classroom (TIC) provides assistance directly 
to students in class, Tutors Around Campus (TAC) organizes 
tutoring events in popular locations on school grounds, and 
Tutoring Online Everywhere (TOE) partners with Pearson's 
Smarthinking to give students 24-hour access to online tu-

toring. 
During the 2015-16 academic year, TIC assigned tutors to 

51 classrooms. 
Of those 51 classrooms, there were 19 sections of English 

courses, 16 sections of math courses, 12 sections of ITEC 
courses, and four sections of English for academic pmposes. 

"I've seen specific students actually make progress that I 
don't think they would've made ifthere wasn't a tutor in the 
classroom," Dr. John Unger, associate professor of English 
for academic purposes, said. 

Sarah Schleuter, part-time tutor, has worked with Un
ger in his classroom for three years. Schlueter's presence 
changed the dynamic of the class. Continued on Page 4 



Office of Student Integrity investigates SGA 
President Lu's alleged violations 

By Julie Thompson and Ty Merrow 
Editor-in-Chief/Copy Editor 

Student Government Association President Tammy 
Lu repeatedly violated the SGA Constitution's rules that 
govern the 201 7 SGA elections and caused the election 
dates to be postponed by two weeks. The violations have 
prompted an ongoing review from the GGC Office of Stu
dent Integrity. 

Lu violated State guidelines and the SGA Constitution 
'Yith an unannounced and undocumented phone meeting 
with the SGA Executive Board advancing Lu's second 
nomination for the Chair of Elections Commission, ac
cording to first-hand accounts and documents obtained by 
The Globe. 

Lu's delay in establishing an Elections Commission has 
resulted in the SGA Elections being pushed back to mid-; 
April. 

The-story was initially reported by Grizzly News Net
work on March 22. GNN is not affiliated with The Globe. 

At the request of SGA advisor Rontai Walker and the 
Senior Associate Vice Provost, Dr. Aileen Dowell is lead
ing the independent review of SGA's Pandect and the Con
stitution as well as the GA Sunshine Laws to "ensure no 
violations occurred." 

Dowell will meet with SGA Executive Council Mem
bers and GGC's legal staff. Dowell did not disclose to The 
Globe if there will be any penalizing actions as this is the 
first independent review of an allegation towards any SGA 
member. 

The Executive Board phone meeting began after 9 p.m. 
on March 1 and confirmed the Executive Board's nomi
nation ofFethi Basha as Chair of Elections Commission. 

The GGC student body was not informed of the meet
ing, which was undocumented. This is a violation of SGA 
policies and may be a violation of the GA Sunshine Laws 
that require government bodies to record minutes for ev
ery meeting. It is unclear if the Sunshine Laws apply to 
student government. 

The Office of the GA Attorney General released "A Cit
izen's Guide to Open Government" in 2014 detailing the 
laws. GAAttomey General Sam Olens prefaced the docu
ment stating the laws are "critical to our citizens' ability to 
observe the workings of their government." 

Ti 
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Globe finds in ·records of SGA meetings -
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The document lists government bodies that abide by the 
Open Meetings Law but does not directly mention student 
governments. 

A Record of Violations 
The violations of the 201 7 election process began in fall 

2016, SGA records reveal. 
The SGA Constitution requires that the Elections Com

mission be established by the end of the fall semester for 
elections held that spring. If one is not established by the 
last day of the fall semester, then SGA would not be in 
session the following academic year, starting in the fall. 

Lu had also neglected to follow the Constitution's elec
tion procedures which state that the Elections Commission 
should be assembled by the last day of the fall semester, 
per the SGA Constitution Article IX. I Sec. IA . 

Lu had been advised to recommend nominees for the 
Elections Commission two weeks before the phone call. 
On Feb. 20, Walker expressed disappointment that a Chair 
of Elections Commissions or an Election Committee had 
not been selected. 

"Without this committee, it will not be possible for SGA 
to be active for the 2017-2018 school year," reads Walk
er's advisory report from the minutes of the Executive 
Board's meeting on Feb. 20. 

The Elections Commission is responsible for setting 
the dates of an election, reviewing applicants, ensuring 
all applicants are in good academic and conduct standing 
according to the standards of the SGA Constitution and 
the GGC Student Handbook, and handle the finances of 
campaigners, according the SGA Constitution. 

Vice President Usama Lahkani announced his resigna
tion from his position to the SGA Senate on Feb. 23. The 
reasons recorded in the minutes state that he did not have 
the time necessary for the demands of his position because 
he had obtained a new job. 

At the meeting, Lu wished to have the Senate nominate 
Lahkani as the Chair of Elections Commission. The Sen
ate strongly advised against her choice due to the conflict 
of interest and the violation of the part of the constitution 
which states a Chair of Elections Commission cannot have 
held office in SGA for a year. 

With spring break the following week, the already-late 
establishment of a committee could not wait any longer 
if SGA was to continue operating the following academic 
year. Lu held a private conference call with the Executive 
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March 2, 2017 -- Iri the March 2 minutes, 
the Senate voted on Basha as Election Com-
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missioner. Senators Chris Brown and Mark 
Guevara and Senate Secretary Karina Eins
mann voted ''nay," but the Senate ultimate
ly confirmed Basha, 11-3. India Dillard and 
Asha El-Amin were also confiqned as Elec
tion Co-Commissioners. 

Board on March 1 with the intent to nominate her second 
choice for the position, Fethi Basha. 

The meeting violated two sections of SGA's constitu
tion as well as the GA Sunshine Laws. Notably, Lu vio
lated Article VIII, part IV of the Sunshine Laws. Again, it 
is unclear if the laws apply to SGA or if the organization 
follows them as guidelines. 

"The day and times of Senate, Executive Council, and 
Judicial Council meetings cannot be changed during the 
current academic year," Article VIII, part IV reads. 

The Executive Board's approval of Basha was brought 
to the Senate for its approval the next day. The original 
March 2 minutes - posted online on March 14 -- show 
that Basha was the only nominated candidate for the Chair 
position. 

Basha was confirmed by majority vote, 11-3. Senators 
Chris Brown and Mark Guevara and Senate Secretary Ka
rina Einsmann voted nay. 

The updated minutes from the Senate meeting show that 
India Dillard and Aisha El-Amin were selected to be the 
Election Co-Commissioners. 

Another violation is documented in the Senate minutes 
from March 23 and the Executive Board minutes from 
March 27. Both show that the election dates were changed. 

The Senate minutes show the election pushed back to 
March 29-31, and the Executive Board minutes reveal the 
election dates were pushed further back to April 10-12. 

Basha was not at either of the meetings. 
At the time this report was written, GGC's student body 

had not been notified of the changes-to the election dates. 
"We followed the process, as outlined in our Consti

tution, to the best of our ability through the nomination 
of Fethi Basha through a vote with the Executive Board, 
which was then moved to Senate for approval," Lu re
sponded to The Globe when asked if she was confident in 
her decisions. "The Senate meeting was advised by Rontai 
Walker, and Fethi Basha was approved by majority vote in 
Senate" Lu said. 

Walker was notified about the late night conference 
call after the meeting took place, SGA's advisor told The 
Globe through email. 

SGA Elections are still set for April 10-12 with the re
sults announced on April 13. The deadline for elections 
violations/complaints is April 12 at 5 p.m. 

,;Marcli ,9:,7, 2017 ..... During the March 2:n 
meeting, the Executive Board pushed th 
e!~ction back from,March 29-31 to April 1 o .... 
"1;2. Bas as not noted in the mmute,s. 

Student Government Association 
Photo credit, SGA Facebook 



OLAS members learn how to lobby 
legislators 

Students attend workshop due to fears of certain bills targeting immigrants 

By Tracy Martin 
Staff Reporter 

Members and friends of Organization of Latin Ameri

can Students (OLAS) attended a lobby training workshop 

in Atlanta on March 9. The Georgia Association of Latin 

American Elected Officials (GALBO) hosted the event so 

that citizens could learn how to influence Georgia's legal 

system. 
The workshop was held at the Coverdell Legislative 

Building across the street from the Georgia State Capitol. 

"I went to the capitol to understand the process of lob

bying and how to approach legislative members," Ibeth 

Gutierrez, a political science major and member of OLAS, 

said. "I had questions, like, how do I tell them my opin

ion about certain legislation without off ending anyone or 

coming across as rude?" 
17 GGC students participated in the day-long workshop 

that included training in the mechanics oflobbying and the 

law-making process. 
Students also dropped by the office of Gwinnett County 

Representative Sam Park. He encouraged then to get ac

tive and stay active at the local level. 
"The local level is where we demonstrate care for our 

neighbors," Park said. 
Park said that citizens should contact their legislators 

in order to counterbalance influential lobbyists whose out

side money might skew how a district is represented. 

"Writing a simple email, calling your legislator, doing 

those simple tasks in of itself, I think helps to counterbal

ance the distorting influences of money in politics," Park 

said. 
"Going to the capitol has greatly changed my point of 

view on how our government works and how important it 

is to get involved," Luis Montanez, a digital media major, 

said. 

Many students said they attended the workshop because 

of certain bills that specifically target immigrants in neg

ative ways. 

"I was motivated by the current state of the perception 

of all immigrants, especially Latinos and Muslims," Mark 

Guevara-Galeano, an information technology: systems 

and security major, said. 
The bill that drew the most discussion during the work

shop was HB 452, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation 

(GBI) Immigrant Registry bill. 
"HB 452, GBI Immigrant Registry, is being portrayed 

as a public safety measure that.targets criminals," GALBO 

executive director Jerry Gonzalez said. "GALBO is not 

supportive of criminals, either. But what this legislation 

will do is create ·a system of vigilantism against immigrant 

communities in a volatile anti-immigrant environment. 

We have seen recently the hate crimes against immigrants. 

This legislation would create a process to allow people 

who hate immigrants to take matters into their own hands. 

That is dangerous, and we strongly oppose that." 

The bill reads "to the extent permitted by federal law, 

the bureau shall post on its public website the names of 

persons who are aliens; who have been arrested, booked, 

detained, incarcerated, or convicted during immigration 

and criminal law enforcement investigations; and who 

have been released from federal custody within the bound

aries of this state ... " 
As of March 28, HB 452 was sent back to the Senate 

Rules Committee after passing through the House. 

After the workshop, the students were given the oppor

tunity to practice their new lobbying skills on their legis

lators and were surprised to learn how common it is for 

legislatures to vote on bills that they had neither read nor 

had prior knowledge of. 
"It's very absurd to me that legislators will vote based 

on their party or wherever money has influenced them," 

Guevara-Galeano said. "Legislators vote on bills that they 

have never heard of yet have the power and influence to 

impact entire communities." 
"What surprised me the most about lobbying was the 

civil engagement," Alejandra Garcia, a psychology major, 

said. "We had to wait for our representatives and write 

down a message for them to come speak with us. At first, 

it was a little intimidating because some senators were not 

happy seeing many of us there, but then remembering why 

you were there gave me confidence." 
Students such as William Dunn, a political science ma

jor, said the experience gave him a new outlook on the 

law-making process. 
"I feel more hopeful after my trip, because I felt like my 

legislator listened to me and took my concerns seriously," 

Dunn said. 

Top, Left, Right: OLAS members attending the lobbying and lawmaking workshop 
Photo credit, Ernesto Castillo 

The AEC wins with TIC-TAC-TOE, con't. 
"More can happen with the tutor in the class," Unger 

said. "[Ms. Schlueter has] been in the class so long, she 

really understands how this works. She's really a kind of 

co-teacher in class." 
For the tutor, being in the classroom offers a chance to 

interact with students in ways that can be more productive 

than the usual tutoring session. 
"I know exactly what he expects from the students be

cause I was there when he gave the instructions," Schleu

ter said. "When a student comes here [to theAEC], they'll 

often say, I just want you to proofread it." 
"(I)n our class, we've got people from eight to ten coun

tries and literacy levels and religions," Unger said. "Some

times I'll be able to focus on students that are stronger, and 

then Sarah will focus on students that really need a little bit 

more assistance." 
Marc DeslHommes, an ITEC major from Haiti, ex

pressed appreciation for tutor Julia Sweatt after working 

with her in his math class. 
"That's why I'm glad I'm at this college. You know in 

my country man, we didn't get all they have like that," 

DeslHommes said. "You have to figure out how to do ev

erything yourself. 
Sweatt works with the TAC program. Last semester she 

met with groups of students in the library and the student 

center. 
"I was also doing the TAC program on Tuesday and 

Thursday between 2 to 3 :30, and I would walk in and there 

would be probably six to ten people waiting on me," Swe

att said. 
According to Jernigan, the TAC program is looking to 

take tutoring to the dorms and elsewhere. 
"We're going to be looking to increase that even more," 

Jernigan said. "The latest I've heard on that is workshops 

in res-life and workshops in some other places around 

campus will be an initiative that we're looking at building 

on." 
TOE can be accessed online at any time, and students 

receive tutoring from actual tutors in real time. 

Students can make appointments for AEC tutoring 

sessions, but drop-ins are welcomed, and their hours are 

available on the GGC website. 



GGC's first human genetics project 
Nine student research team aiming to examine 500 different genotypes 

By Rachel Kembel 
Comunications Editor 

Thanks to a research team lead by Dr. Matthew 
Schmolesky, Dr. Jennelle Tally, and Dr. Jill Penn, GGC 
is conducting its first human genetics research project. 
Currently, nine students are on the research team, which 
is trying to determine connections between DNA and per
sonality types. 

The project team conducted 75 data collection sessions 
since the beginning of spring ' 16, but volunteer attendance 
has been an issue. The team's goal is to collect 500 differ
ent genotypes, observe the DNA sequences, and compare 
them to volunteers' personalities. 

Genes create the proteins that determine brain activity. 
Dr. Schrnolesky said that serotonin and dopamine are the 
two major neurotransmitters important in this case. This 
project currently focuses on serotonin. 

To achieve the team's goals, Dr. Schmolesky, associate 
professor of psychology, suggested 10-20 students per ses
sion. 

After their saliva is collected via cheek swabs, the stu
dents are asked to take a set of online surveys that ask 
questions about 29 activities. They are asked about how 
much alcohol they consume, if they experiment with 
drugs, engage in risky sexual behavior, and/or whether 
they play extreme sports. There are also a few questions 
about diet. 

"We ask about personality traits, we ask about physical 
risk behaviors, and then we ask how they assess their be
haviors," Dr. Schmolesky said. 

"Cognitive assessment of risk tends to be lower the 
more you engage in something," he said. "People who en
gage in drinking and driving amazingly think it's not that 

Photo credit, Zahra Ali 
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risky, whereas if they don't engage in it, you would look 
and think that it's extremely risky. And it is, right?" 

"All the evidence tells us it is. Other things like skydiv
ing you may think are really risky, and it's not. It's not that 
much as a physical risk," Dr. Schmolesky said. 

An assessment is not the same as doing. The behavior 
itself and the viewpoint of the risk are different. This re
search is meant to measure both. 

"Turns out that a lot oftimes literature shows that if you 
engage in a -- what is objectively a risky behavior, you of
ten times begin to start underrating the actual risk value," 
Dr. Schmolesky said. 

The project received a seed grant as a start up fund for 
undergraduate research from the School of Science and 
Technology. Dr. Schmolesky credits Associate Dean Jo
seph Ametepe for finding suitable space and equipment for 
the research effort. 

The research project is scheduled to be completed in or 
around the summer of 2018. 

Student Researchers and Training 
Students pursuing this project longer than the required 

semester will present their findings at regional and nation
al meetings in the next few months. Two seniors -- Carmen 
Roland, a psychology/pre-med major, and Zahra Ali, a cell 
biology major -- were selected from this group to present 
the project's findings at this year's National Conference 
for Undergraduate Research in Memphis, TN. 

The regional meeting will be held by the Associate of 
Southeastern Biologists in Montgomery, AL. 

Students interested in the research project signed up for 
the STEC 4500 class. The first month of the class involved 
students immersing themselves in reading articles and en
gaging in lab discussions before being allowed to partici
pate in the more hands-on aspects of the project. This way, 
they are embedded in literature to familiarize themselves 
with the terminology. 

Photo credit, Zahra Ali 

This is because psychology students may not know the 
difference between heterozygous or homozygous. Similar
ly, biology students may not know anything about person
ality or what is exactly meant by risk-taking or statistics. 

These students must also become certified in different 
areas before beginning the research. Anytime researchers 
want to gather data from human subjects, they have to take 
a National Institute Health certification online. And then 
GGC, like most other campuses, requires online and in
house training for working in biology and chemistry labs. 

The reading, certifications, and the training take the first 
month. The second step is just hosting sessions, gathering 
data, and figuring out how to analyze survey data. Last
ly, analyzing the DNA takes special training provided by 
more experienced students and professors. 

How to Participate 
The main challenge has been to recruit participants. 

It lies in the issue that participation is entirely voluntary 
and that information and details about the study would 
have the potential to influence the participant's responses. 
Therefore, getting the number of participants needed has 
been tough. 

When ready to collect data, the team visits classes and 
email specific dates and timeslots to course instructors. 
Volunteers are accepted only at the time advertised be
cause dedicated spaces and student researchers must be 
able to lead the sessions. 

When asked, the student researchers expressed appre
ciation in understanding correlations between genes and 
personalities. 

"It has definitely made me question the source of a lot of 
my personality traits and decisions more," Ali said. 

"I would say it made me more aware of gene-interac
tions in my life . . . It was neat to see how genes really do 
interact with our environment," Roland said. 

Photo credit, Zahra Ali 



Feminism and Masculinity Panel for 
Gender Diversity Week 

Different aspects of feminism hig_hlighted during diverse panel 

By Elena Johnson 
Staff Reporter 

March is Woman's History Month and the "f' word was 
discussed at length at the Feminism and Masculinity Pan
el, an event that was held on Tuesday, March 21 as part of 
Gender Diversity Week at GGC. 

A group of about 20 students, faculty, and staff sat in a 
circle and had an intimate discussion about the different 
aspects of feminism, including the negative connotations 
that have recently been attached to the movement, during 
the Greenlight sponsored event. 

Erin Lucier, student orientation coordinator at GGC, 
lead the open floor style discussion starting with why the 
word "feminism" has recently fallen out of favor. 

The attendees agreed that the media often influenced 
those who disliked the idea of or the word feminism be
cause it sensationalises the extremists of the movement. 

Ian Rodgers, assistant director of GGC's Outdoor Ad
ventures program, spoke about social media dehumanizing 
conversations about women's topics when they happen. 

"We don't have a troll here," Rodgers said, "but if we 
were having this conversation online, someone would say 
something just to get a rise." 

Photo credit, Elena Johnson 
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"We have media defining what feminism is now," 
Amanda Fischer, coordinator of student involvement and 
the Student Center, said, "and that's a problem." 

Dr. Rebecca Flynn, associate professor of English, talk
ed about the importance of promoting and protecting femi
nism and the role she plays in educating people, particular
ly her male students, to understand what feminism means 
when they are getting so many mixed messages. 

"I tell them that they are feminists. The women in their 
lives depend on them, and they them," Flynn said. "Why 
would men want the women in their lives to be in a dimin
ished state? They wouldn't. It would only hurt them." 

When the discussion moved on to talk about intersec
tional feminism, Dr. Antiwan Walker, associate professor 
of English, explained the movement's roots. 

"Intersectionality developed out of the need to consider 
and understand the needs of women of color and women 
of the LGBTQ community because feminism isn't just for 
whites," Walker said. "It's for all women." 

"Initially, especially during the second wave of femi
nism, there was no depth, there was no dimensionalization 
to what feminism meant. From then, we have Black fem
inism come out of that and Chicana feminism," Walker 
said. "Just about every different race felt that they had to 
have their own movement because they felt excluded from 
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the mainstream concept of feminism." 
Lucier talked about the lack of diversity as a hot top

ic concerning the 2017 Woman's March in which women 
of color and diversity did not feel represented, and that 
prompted a change. 

"Diversity has been a huge problem with feminism as 
along as it's existed," Lucier said. 

The group also talked about other topics such as the 
sexualization of women and how that plays a role in the 
discomfort that society seems to have with women's issues 
such as pregnancy. 

Fischer said face-to-face conversations such as the pan
el help to bring an element of empathy to the conversa
tions regarding the differences between men and women 
and can help to create better communication as opposed to 
having them on social media. 

Dr. Ryan Gaston, associate professor of history, reiter
ated the importance of the discussions that need to happen 
regardless of the awkwardness or discomfort they may 
cause in order to continue to see positive changes. 

"[W.E.B.] Du Bois said in The Souls of Black Folk, 
'If you don't know about the topic, it's not an excuse. If 
you're not comfortable with the topic, it's not an excuse,"' 
Gaston said. "You have to talk." 
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Please pass the garum 
Food class creates an ancient Roman condiment 

By Elena Johnson 
Staff Reporter 

An extinct condiment that may have been ancient 
Rome's equivalent of table salt is being recreated at GGC. 

Dr. Axel Corlu's spring semester 2017 Food History 
class is conducting a semester-long experiment to make 
a few batches of the ancient Greco-Roman condiment 
"garum." 

The Oxford Companion to Food defines garum as "a 
condiment whose use was fundamental to cookery in clas
sical times," comparable to South Eastern Asian fish sauc
es. 

The sauce was so popular and versatile that its use is 
compared to that of table salt - you can put that stuff on 
everything. 

"Garum enhances the umami of a dish," Dr. Corlu said 
as the reason for the sauce's popularity. 

Umami is a japanese word for the fifth taste sense and is 
closely associated with savory or salty. 

Garum is the amber liquid extracted from fish fermented 
in salt over the course of several months. Because of the 
strong smell the sauce can emit while fermenting, the Ro
mans did not usually make it at home. 

Instead, factories produced and sold it commercially in 
bottles painted with the quality of the product and the year 

Spoof mosaic reading "Beware of Gamm" 
Photo credit, Taccuinistorici 

Flor de Gamm 
Photo credit, El Majuelo 

it was made. 
Spring 2017 is the first semester that Dr. Corlu and his 

students are conducting the garum experiment on the GGC 
campus, as it is the first semester that Food History has 
been offered. 

"People don't have a connection to how their food is 
made, and they rarely experience the gratification that 
comes with the involvement of making their food," Dr. 
Corlu said. "Reducing the distance between people and 
where their food comes from is a crucial part of helping 
people appreciate food. Students will see that with very 
little research, they can reduce the distance between them
selves and food." 

Dr. Corlu provided all the necessary components for the 
project: a whole fresh Spanish mackerel, a pint of salt, and 
a liter mason jar. The class is following a recipe by Api
cius, an Ancient Roman gourmet. 

The professor instructed the students to discard the tail 
and head of the mackerel. Next, they cut the mackerel 
body, including entrails and bones, into one-inch pieces. 
Then the students alternated layers of mackerel and salt in 
the mason jar. 

Once the fish and salt composition were in the jar, the 
jar was tightly sealed and placed in a sunny, warm place. 
In ancient times, the sauce fermented under the hot sun of 
the summer months. 

After about a month, the students would stir the mix
ture every couple of days until the contents of the jar were 

.... " "from the workshop of [garum importer] Scaurus 
Photo credit, NPR 

ready to be strained and the sauce ready for consumption. 
The participating students documented the change in 

the mason jar's content by keeping a journal and taking 
photos in exchange for extra credit and the opportunity to 
be part of a successful recreation of the ancient sauce. 

Besides giving his students a chance to take part and 
contribute to historical research by making what is now 
an extinct sauce, there is also a deeper significance to Dr. 
Corlu's experiment. 

Dr. Corlu's experiment is an example of how with a lit
tle research and basic resources, people can become more 
involved when it comes to the food they consume. 

Colin Thom, a senior history major, says he is taking 
part in the experiment out of curiosity. Thom says he was 
surprised at the simplicity of the method and is willing to 
try the finished product, but he does not expect to like it. 

"It's fun to learn about how things were made before we 
could just get them off a shelf," Thom said. "I like Asian 
food, but I'll be surprised ifl like the sauce. 

Because of the success of the experiments in the past, 
a fellow food historian at BirkBeck University of London 
has adopted Dr. Corlu's recipe as well. 

Garum's popularity waned after the fall of the Byzan
tine Empire, but a version of the ancient condiment and its 
use remains presently in a small town on the Amalfi Coast 
ofltaly for anyone who wishes to try the umami enhancing 
sauce. 

Photo credit, Elena Johnson 
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·The beef with St. Patrick's Day being 
on a Friday 

By Elena Johnson 
Staff Reporter 

Saint Patrick's Day 2017 is on a Friday, and while many 
see this as an opportunity to celebrate a little more enthu
siastically than if it was on a Monday, the holiday rooted 
in Catholicism actually presents a problem for practicing 
Catholics. 

During the Lent season, practicing Catholics abstain 
from eating meat on Fridays. Consequently, the beloved 
dish of corned beef is, by default, not permitted. 

Luckily for those who wish to honor the tradition of eat
ing the salty beef, they can do so free of guilt: 

"The bishops of Georgia have granted a dispensation 
for abstinence on St. Patrick's Day, which falls on Friday, 

Lent interfer~s with Irish Holiday 
March 17," said the Lenten Regulations for 2017 printed 
on the Georgia Bulletin website. 

Ironically, corned beef is not generally eaten in Ireland 
on Saint Patrick's Day. 

The observance of St. Patrick dates back to the 17th 
century as a religious date commemorating Patrick, who is 
believed to have brought Christianity to Ireland in the 5th 
Century. In time, Patrick became recognized as the Irish 
nation's patron saint. St. Patrick's Day officially became 
a national holiday in 1903 in Ireland, where traditional 
meals includes lamb or bacon. 

Although corned beef is not an Irish dish, it is uniquely 
an Irish-American dish. According to an article by Shay
lyn Esposito in the Smithsonian Magazine, marginalized 
Irish, Jewish, and Italian immigrants in New York City 
lived in the same areas where they found relief from the 

discrimination they faced from Americans. 
The Irish ended up buying their meats from the local 

kosher butchers where the butchers prepared the beef bris
ket much like Irish bacon. On St. Patrick's Day, the Irish 
immigrants would splurge on the corned beef to celebrate 
their religion and remember their home country. 

The combination of the humble ingredients - corned 
beef, potatoes and cabbage - became known as the meal 
of the holiday in the United States as a result of Irish immi
grants adapting to their new home while trying to preserve 
their traditions. 

The Dining Hall at GGC offered a traditional St. Pat
rick's Day feast including corned beef in spirit of the hol
iday. For those who chose not to eat meat, ~he dining hall 
also had fish available along with its usual variety of veg
etables. 

Mandala stress relief coloring 
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Talent is no substitute for hard-work 
A performer's commentary on dedication 

By John Preston Corbin 
Features Editor 

Within the last few years, music has slowly become a 
bigger and bigger part of my life. I can be found at various 
times playing the piano and taking requests in the Student 
Center. People often stop to talk to me or tell me they've 
seen me playing at events or on their :friend's Snapchat. It's 
always surreal when they ask how long I've been playing. 

I first began teaching myself piano five years ago. Start
ing out, I couldn't play "Chopsticks." Now I write my own 
.songs. 

There is often a misconception that it takes talent to play 
a musical instrument. This is partially true. Some people 
find it very easy to pick up an instrument and start playing. 

But no matter how much talent you have, if you aren't 
willing to work hard at it, you will never be good at any
thing. I've known some incredibly talented musicians who 
have bombed shows because they didn't practice. Mean
while, I've known people who worked hard at learning an 
instrument and within a few weeks were rocking out on 
stage. 

I myself had no prior experience before I decided to 

dust off my keyboard and learn some of my favorite songs. 
Other than the two piano lessons I took as a child before 
quitting, there was little to draw from. Before I started 
playing piano, I didn't have any friends who played instru
ments or sang. When it came to music, I was about as far 
from talented as you can be. 

It took hours of practice a day and many, many mistakes 
before I got to where I am. There were times I felt like 
giving up. But in the end, I didn't. 

I've recently taken to playing by ear and improvising. 
Where once I looked up to pianists like Billy Joel and Os
car Peterson, now I can try to emulate them. That didn't 
seem possible five years ago. 

Hard-work will always trump talent. This doesn't just 
apply to music. For example, some people are very good at 
learning languages but without enough time spent reading 
or speaking that language, they have no chance of retain
ing it. 

So if there's something you feel you aren't very good at, 
whether it be music, writing, or work, don't write yourself 
off as not being talented. Talent has nothing to do with 
being good at something. 

No matter what you want to do, how good you are at 
anything is based on how much effort you're willing to 
put into your craft. 

Kristy Soto (left) and John Preston Corbin (right) 
Photo credit, William Williams 
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Grizzlies softball midseason recap 
Strong contributions from every player reason for team's 2017 excellence 

By Ty Merrow 
Copy Editor 

The Grizzlies softball team has been dominant in 2017 
with its 25-5-1 record, as of March 24, 2017. GGC was 
recently ranked No. 5 in the NAIA Coaches' Poll released 
on March 20, a program high in rankings . The team al
ready set a record before the season started with its highest 
preseason ranking of No. 13. 

GGC's offense has outscored opponents an astounding 
217-83 while the pitching staff has recorded 2.40 ERA. 
At the pace the team is operating, it could easily surpass 
several single season records, including the program best 
39-10-1 record set in the 2014 season. 

"The thing that we want to do every year is get one game 
better," head coach Kat Ihlenburg said. "It takes a whole 
season to get there, but you want to be one game better 
than you were the year before. So in the 2016 season, we 
made it one round further than we did by going 1-2 in the 
opening round. Well this year, we went 2-2. Now I want 
to win it; I can't lose two games in the opening round. 
That's one game better. Now do I want to stop at that? No, 
absolutely not. If we really keep those goals in mind, we 
progress at a positive pace." 

Carrying over a strong core of players while bringing in 
fresh faces through transfers and incoming freshman has 
helped keep the softball team going. Since the week of 

Feb. 13, GGC players have dominated the Association of 
Independent Institutions (A.I.I.) Weekly Softball Honors. 
Returning players are frequently listed, with Brashante 
Dareus and pitcher Taylor Hansis having been nominat
ed three times, pitcher Chelsi Palazzo being nominated 
twice, and pitcher Katie Jo Goodwin earning a nomina
tion. Transfer Niki Cook and freshman Anya Vandersip 
round out the remainder of the honorees. 

Georgia Gwinnett dominates the team and individual 
stat leaderboards in almost every positive category for the 
Gulf Coast Athletic Conference/Independent division. In 
NAIA standings, Georgia's best stat is its team batting av
erage, good for a tie at seventh with .371. 

Backing up the team's incredible+ 134 run differential 
is how nine different players have batting averages over 
.300, 10 with on-base percentages over .350, and nine with 
slugging percentages over .400. 

Cook and Dareus lead this offensive juggernaut. Usual
ly batting leadoff, Cook has a slash line of .586/.647/.677, 
complimented by 34 stolen bases and 44 runs - both team 
highs. Cook also leads the team in batting average and on
base percentage. Dareus's slash line is .449/.500/.833. She 
leads the team in slugging percentage by a signi:ficantmar
gin, bolstered by her five home runs. 

"I just think consistency in our coaching and practice 
approach," Ihlenburg said about the team's successes at 
the plate. "However you can manipulate what you just 
saw, each person goes through the hitting circuits that we 

put together to create a consistent hitting philosophy so 
that if any one player isn't doing her job, another player is 
ready and can pick up where she's left off." 

The pitching trio consists of Hansis, Palazzo, and Good
win. Their respective ERA's are 1.89, 2.36, and 2.94. Han
sis leads the trio with 11 wins, 81.1 IP, 82 strikeouts, and 
three shutout games. Goodwin remains the only undefeat
ed pitcher with her 7-0 record. 

"Really veteran approaches. They've played in big 
games," Ihlenburg said. "Each of them had monster oppor
tunities last season, but early in the year, they've proven 
that they're ready and that they want the ball and they want 
to be the one in the circle, but they do operate as a staff, 
and they do understand that at any given time, any of them 
can do the job." 

The Grizzlies started the season off with a four-game 
winning streak at the Grizzly Softball Complex, finishing 
February with a 13-3 record. The month was highlighted 
by a 22-0 decimation of West Virginia Univ. Institute of 
Tech on Feb. 19. In March, GGC split the first four games 
of the month before going on a 10-game winning streak 
halted by a tie on Feb. 21 against Reinhardt. 

Ihlenburg- and her squad start April with a Senior Day 
doubleheader against Bryan (Tenn.) before a road dou
bleheader against NCAA Div. III Birmingham Southern 
(Ala.) on Feb. 4. The team has 18 games in the month- 10 
at home - before the A.I.I. Tournament starting on May 5. 

Grizzlies baseball midseason recap 
High-powered Grizzlies baseball offense gem of 2017 team 

By Ty Merrow 
Copy Editor 

GGC baseball's offense has been red hot this season. As 
of March 23, 2017, the No. 6 NAIA-ranked baseball team 
is 23-8 and has outscored opponents 300-166. The Griz
zlies are 20-7 when playing home at the Grizzlies Baseball 
Complex and 3-1 away. 

Originally ranked No. 5 in the NAIA Coaches' Poll 
when the season started, the team was moved up three 
spots to No. 2 before falling to No. 6 in the most recent 
rankings on March 20. GGC has had four different po
sition players named the A.I.I. Player of the Week since 
Feb. 13: Jean Figueroa, Marcus Mccorkle, Jean Paul Ro
driguez, and Austin Alexander. Three pitchers have been 
named the A.I.I. Pitcher of the Week: Trevor Bradley, Ty
ler Souris, and Nikolay Uherek. 

"We're 9-7 versus top 25 teams," head coach Brad 
Stromdahl said. "Seven of the eight losses have come to 
teams that are ranked in the top 25. That's what we try 
and do, put together a really, really difficult schedule to 
get us prepared for the postseason ... There are really no 
complaints. I'm happy with where we're at. We just keep 
growing every day." 

During the 2016 season, the NAIA No. I-ranked Griz
zlies finished its regular season with a record of 57-6, go
ing 41-3 at home and 16-3 on the road. Last year's team 
scored 564 runs over the 63 games with a slash line of 
.337/.479/.447. The team finished with 26 home runs and 
365 strikeouts - 119 of them looking. 

The 2017 Grizzlies' offense has been better than last 
year's No. I-ranked team. Halfway through the season, 
the Grizzlies have scored 300 runs in 31 games, an av
erage of 9.677 runs per game - the 2016 Grizzlies aver
aged 8.952 per game. Collectively, players have posted 

· a .335/.512/.458 slash line. When the team scores 10 or 
more runs, it is undefeated, 15-0. 

The offense is led by second baseman Mccorkle, out
fielder Figueroa, first baseman Brady Hamilton, outfielder 
Rodney Tennie, outfielder Chris Jones, and second base
man Deion Sellers. Of the team's 331 hits, they are collec
tively responsible for 200 of them in addition to scoring 
195 of the team's 300 runs. 

"We've really stuck to our philosophy of trying to get 
on base, trying to work pitch counts," Stromdahl said. "We 
have some really good, talented college baseball players. 
They're some of the best kids in the country, and I think 
they're buying into the system and the philosophy of what 
we're doing. They kind of make us roll." 

Last season's pitching staff held opponents to a .236 BA 
while pitchers collectively posted a 3.16 ERA. The team 
allowed only 189 ER over 538.1 IP, striking out 543 op
posing batters and walking 176 of them. 

However, this year 's pitching staff has not performed 
as well as the offense has. With 270.0 IP so far, the team's 
pitchers have recorded a 4.13 ERA, allowing 124 ER. Op
posing batters have recorded a .24 7 BA while striking out 
271 times and walking 124 times. 

Senior Uherek (3-2) has been the Grizzlies' most con
sistent starter. He has a 3 .60 ERA, holding opponents to a 
.233 BA over 55.0 IP and not allowing a home run all sea-

son. Senior Bradley has started six games and totaled 38.2 
IP all season. He has the second lowest ERA on the team 
(min. 20 IP) with 3.72. Currently, halfofthe Grizzlies' 10 
pitchers - starters and relievers - with more than 10 IP 
have ERAs over 4.50. 

"We just went younger," Stromdahl said. " ... You got to 
take your bumps a little bit, and it's a great thing that we 
have a tremendous offense going to counterbalance that a 
little bit. There are no real issues. We return everybody and 
we're getting them prepared for next year." 

Grizzlies baseball started the season on the road with 
a visit to Keiser (Fl.). After splitting the series (the third 
game was rained out), the Grizzlies returned to take on 
Freed-Hardeman (Tenn.) but were only able to take two 
of the three games. Off to a 2-3 start, the team went on an 
eight-game winning streak, outscoring opponents 90-20 
during the span. The team has since gone 13-5, defeating 
the likes of NAIA-ranked No. 4 Tennessee Wesleyan, No. 
19 Northwestern Ohio, and No. 14 Bryan (Tenn.). 

The Grizzlies start April off with a doubleheader against 
Shawnee State (OH) on April 1 before going on the road 
for a week. The team will spend most of the month on the 
road. Stromdahl stated the plan is to fine tune the lineup, 
figuring out the final pieces of the rotation and lineups that 
work well in the batter's box and on the field as the team 
prepares for the postseason. 

"We have some tough games in there," Stromdahl said, 
"but I think the rest ofth~ year is preparing ourselves to set 
us up to get everybody the experience they need to get us 
to win the conference championship and then basically get 
us into that regional and figure out what happens." 
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