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DISASTER RELIEF FROM GGC 
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TWOY-EARS 
RUNNING STRONG 

Hello! 

Letter from the Editor 
By Julie Thompson 

Editor-in-Chief 

Hot off the press, here is the second issue of 2017. Feel free to browse the pages of this issue for 
an insight into events on your campus and the surrounding area. Here at The Globe, we try to cover 
things that matter. The purpose of this paper is to provide an accurate picture of what's going on. 

There is one issue that needs clarification for anyone interested in our work. We are an autono
mous newspaper. What that means is that we will stick to our original mission-to seek truth fear
lessly but fairly. 

An underlying element to this mission is the belief that the truth is objective. Lately, the truth is 
harder than ever to find, and some no longer believe it is subjective. Kellyanne Conway is attributed 
for ~oining the term "alternative facts," which suggests that the truth is unknowable. Frankly, I don't 
agree. I believe that there is an objective truth, but uncovering that truth requires perseverance. It 
also requires a conscious distinction between sensationalism and facts. 

No publication can be entirely free of bias, and The Globe is no exception. In spite of this, we 
cannot forget our duty to seek the truth. This means we must constantly attempt to address our biases 
and examine all evidence that comes our way. It also means that we will address the biases of others 
and try to sidestep trends and patterns of group mentality. 

Diversity is key to maintaining fresh perspectives. We have received emails from students who 
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the same way, by all means, submit an article or join any of The Globe meetings. If you are willing 
to put in the time and effort to research relevant topics and write an article in a professional and 
respectful tone, we will consider it for publication. Just check your email for notifications about our 
meetings times. 

Meanwhile, we maintain our right to practice the First Amendment and will strive to uncover truth 
wherever we find it. If we aren't looking for truth in the right places, speak up. The Globe needs both 
active dialogue and engagement to cover the stories important to our readers. 

Until next time, 

Julie Thompson 

The Globe Executive Board working to produce the February edition 
Photo credit, Ty Merrow 
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QUIET REFLECTION SPACE 
OPENS FOR GGC STUDENTS 

Student Government Association's long-term project rea~hes completion 

The Student Government Association (SGA) 
hosted a soft opening for the Quiet Reflection 
Space on Feb. 15 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The space 
exists so students, faculty, and staff have a place to 
pray, worship, and meditate. 

Anyone with a Claw Card has access to the Qui
et Reflection Space, located in room 3107 of the 
3000 building near student housing. 

The space is not a lounge or study area. Accord
ing to Rontai Walker, associate director of Student 
Involvement and the Students Center, there has 
been a demand for a non-denominational space 
that can be used for prayer and meditative activ
ities. 

"I know that the Student Government Associa-

By Julie Thompson 
Editor-in-Chief 

tion conducted research and put a lot of thought 
and careful consideration into creating a space that 
would meet that demand," Walker said. 

"Although the initial thought was for prayer, 
we also wanted it as a quiet space for anyone if 
they wanted to meditate or reflect," SGA President 
Tammy Lu said. 

SGA sponsored the space during its develop
ment and approval. According to Lu, SGA spent 
many years planning the space. During her term as 
president, she was able to advance the project. 

SGA is waiting for the installation of a card 
swipe to monitor how many students enter the 
room and to enhance security. 

"Security is a concern pertaining to the space, so 
we be will implementing a card swipe very soon," 
Lu said. 

Lu told The Globe that there will be a grand 
opening in March after the card swipe is installed. 
Until then, Campus Police will open and lock the 
door for the room 's operating hours. 

"We want people to go ahead and access the 
room and get familiar with the space," Lu said. 

SGA emailed religious organizations on campus 
that the room was ready for use on the morning of 

' Feb. 15. 

A glimpse of the new Quiet Reflection Space 
Photo credit, Mashia Haque 

Other campuses in the University System of 

Georgia - including Kennesaw State University 
and University of Georgia - have similar rooms. 
Research into Kennesaw's Quiet Reflection Room 
influenced the plans for GGC's space. 

The room is lightly decorated with a fountain, 
electric candles, paintings, and a rug. Beanbag 
chairs line the walls, and visitors must remove 
their shoes and place them in a rack at the door 
before entering. 

"It's really great to see it all come together," Lu 
said. " It's something that students have wanted 
for a while and is a great contribution towards the 
GGC community." 

A glimpse of the new Quiet Reflection Space 
Photo credit, Mashia Haque 

Lawrenceville's updated charter 
awaits general assembly's approval 

City currently operates under charter from 1986 

By Jacob Bennett 
News Editor 

Mayor Judy Johnson and the Lawrenceville City 
Council requested the General Assembly adopt a new 
city charter to replace existing legislation. The pro
posed charter compiles thirty years' worth of amend
ments into a single document, and also authorizes 
the mayor to vote on all matters brought before the 
council. 

Currently the mayor votes only to break a tie be
tween the other four council members. If the General 
Assembly approves the new charter, the mayor will 
be able to voice her opinion on council matters di
rectly. 

"We have this resolution to consolidate some 
amendments and to incorporate other changes into 
our charter," Mayor Johnson said. "It does have to go 
through the legislative session." 

Lawrenceville operates under a charter that was 
established in March of 1986. Since then, the city 
council has approved and adopted amendments to 
that charter "on a number of occasions," according 
to the resolution. 

These amendments include limits on terms of of
fice for the mayor and council members, establish
ment of the position of city manager, provisions for 
special tax exemptions and revisions of corporate 
limits. 

"This is what I would consider to be a new and 
improved charter," City Manager Chuck Warbington 

said, "that incorporates all of the latest and greatest 
from the sample of the GMA [Georgia Municipal As
sociation] ... " 

The GMA is a non-profit state organization that 
provides support for municipal governments. The 
Georgia Model Municipal Charter published by the 
GMA was designed to assist city officials in modern
izing their own city charters. 

The General Assembly must adopt the revised 
charter by local act before it will be official. This re
quires members of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate who represent Gwinnett County and the 
City of Lawrenceville to support the new legislation 
in the 2017 session, which began on January 9. 

The revised charter is available online at the City 
of Lawrenceville's website. 



Volunteer GGC goes to the aid of 
Georgians affected by deadly storm 

Tornado damage in Albany prompts response from Organization 

By Tracy Martin 
Staff Reporter 

GGC students drove to Albany, GA, the last week
end of January to clear uprooted trees, remove storm 
debris, and bring donations to those affected by pow
erful storms that spawned deadly tornadoes across 
the South. 

The National Weather Service offices in Peachtree 
City, GA, and Tallahassee, FL, ranked the tornado 
in Albany an EF3, meaning its wind capacity would 
have reached 165 miles per hour, Weather.com re
ported. 

The EF3 tornado stayed on the ground for an 
hour and 12 minutes and cut an almost 71 mile path 
through parts of five counties on Jan. 22. The Jan. 21-
23 storms produced a record 70 tornados across the 
region, stretching from Mississippi to Georgia before 
the storms finally collapsed in Florida. 

Sunshine Acres, a rural trailer park in Adel, GA, 
felt the full brunt of the storm's wrath when it was 
hit around 4 a.m. According to CNN, tornado sirens 
pierced the air, while residents scrambled to protect 
themselves against flying debris as their homes buck
led beneath them. 

Of the 15 Georgians who lost their lives to the _ 
storms, seven lived m· Suns me cres. · 

The extensive damage prompted the Office of Gov
ernor Nathan Deal to declare a state of emergency for 
seven South Central Georgia counties. Deal praised 
utility crews for moving quickly to restore power so 
that families could get back into their homes. 

The mad dash to involve GGC in the massive re
covery effort began when business administration 
major Erin Lucier received a call from a friend whose 
fiance's family lives in Albany and was deeply af
fected by the storm. Lucier reached out to Wanesia 
Francisa, who serves on the Student Government As
sociation at Albany State University. 

"She told me what types of items were needed, so 
I created a flyer for our campus," Erin said. "They 

Volunteer student Omar Zuniga 
Photo credit, Ernesto Castillo 

asked for school supplies, underwear, clothes, blan
kets, towels, toothpaste, socks, paper towels, toilet 
paper, and ready-to-eat meals." 

Lucier showed the flyer to Allen Clarke, coordi
nator of Student Involvement and the Student Cen
ter, and Rontai Walker, associate director of Student 
Involvement and the Student Center. They suggest
ed the campus volunteer program, Volunteer GGC 
(VGGC), get involved to increase the awareness at 
the school. 

In a matter of days, students and staff collected and 
packed donated goods and 20 volunteers into multi
ple cars and headed to ASU where they were wel
comed with opens arms. 

"They let us stay in their dorm rooms and even 
showed us around town to different places to eat 
while we were there," Lucier said. 

In Albany, VGGC worked alongside government 
organizations and nonprofit groups. These included 
fraternities, sororities, and local charities, like BAPS 
Charities, a local Hindu charity. 

"We worked with Operation Blessing Internation
al, a disaster relief service," Quinn Mayes, an En
glish major, said. "We cleared debris, tree limbs and 
delivered food and clothes and sorted items at the 
Civic center.· I really enjoyed visiting ASU because 
I'd never been to a hi torically black c;oll ge before." 

The American Red Cross closed the shelter at the 
Albany Civic Center and ended its emergency re
sponse to the storm so that ARC can focus on the 
recovery process, which could take months because 
of the considerable damage, according to the Albany 
Herald. 

"There was a full street where everything fell but 
one house," Camilo Hernandez, a biology major, 
said. "Windows were bashed out, there was glass and 
toys on the ground, power lines and shingles were 
down all over the place." 

The residents in one neighborhood were so grate
ful, they cooked and shared food with the volunteers 
who arrived to help clear debris and toppled trees. 

Volunteer GGC members 
Photo credit, Ernesto Castillo 

"It was really nice, you know, having them feed us 
while we were clearing their yards," Omar Zuniga, a 
biochemistry major, said. "A lot of people who need
ed help clearing their yards were elderly." 

Students arrived late Friday night and returned 
home Saturday after a long 12 hour day. 

"It was a mess when we got there. Trees were bar
ren, completely stripped of branches, leaves, every
thing. It was literally sticks out of the ground," Zuni
ga said. "A bunch of trees had fallen on houses, trees 
were piled up in backyards. They just didn't know 
what to do." 

Many students who went to Albany expressed a 
desire to serve a community that needed help. One of 
those students was Kiley Lucier, a psychology major 
who described the storm's devastation that collapsed 
homes, condemned buildings, and left people home
less. 

"The devastation I saw was truly heartbreaking," 
Kiley said. "We often hear of natural disasters plagu
ing places outside of the United States or even just 
outside of Georgia, but it doesn't seem real until you 
see it with your own eyes, until it affects people you 
know, until it feels like it could have been you." 

VGGC's mission is to provide students with op
portunities to perform community service on campus 
and in neighboring .communities throughout M tro 
Atlanta. Student volunteers say they returned from 
Albany with a greater sense of community and com
passion for people who live beyond the metro area. 

Education major Alfredo Corona, Jr. noted how 
happy people were, despite the situation. 

"I saw people come together," Corona said. "Even 
kids were still playing outside, with all this destruc
tion a~ound them. I never experienced anything like 
that." 

VGGC resolved to go back to Albany because the 
need is so great. At the time of this report, a second 
trip was scheduled for the last weekend in Feb. As 
before, they plan to leave in multiple cars packed 
with donations and eager volunteers. 

Volunteer student Mark Guevara 
Photo credit, Ernesto Castillo 



GGC President attends Muslim Stu-
dent Association meeting 

Dr. Preczewski advises students on influencing local government 

By John Preson Corbin 
Features Editor 

President Stanley "Stas" Preczewski visited the 
Muslim Student Association's (MSA) meeting on 
Tuesday, Feb. 21. The President spoke to students 
about influencing local government and offered to 
support them in their efforts to be more politically 
involved. 

MSA officers discussed upcoming events during 
the meeting and welcomed the President. Other 
guests at the meeting included Dr. Thomas Jimenez, 
Dean of Students, and Dan Nolan, Chief of Staff. 

"We are real fortunate to have someone in such a 
high position to hear our problems, and give us ad
vice, and spend the time thinking about us the way 

we wish people would try to," Lina Said, Vice-Presi
dent ofMSA, told The Globe. 

During the meetings, MSA officers discussed plans 
for a trip to the State Capitol where Muslim students 
would have the chance to meet their representatives 
and protest a proposed bill. The bill, HB 324, would 
require "non-citizen" to be printed on the driver's li
censes of Georgia residents who have not acquired 
citizenship. 

The proposal of this bill has inspired a partnership 
between MSA and the Organization of Latin Amer
ican Students in order to address how to students 
should take political action. 

As part of his visit, President Preczewski advised 
the students to do work on scheduling appointments 
with the representatives as opposed to another protest 
at the Capitol. He recommended they get in touch 
with Merri Brantley, Director of Internal Affairs, in 
order to schedule the appointment. 

The President offered to accompany MSA on their 
trip once all the details had been worked out. Before 
leaving, he delivered a speech and gave out his per
sonal cellphone number. In a statement to the paper, 
he suggested that engaging in personal dialogue is 
the best way to influence local, state and federal gov
ernment. 

"[Georgia Gwinnett College] takes seriously the 
responsibility of facilitating student and community 
feedback which may lead to reflection and change" 
the President's office told The Globe. "While pro
tests and chants make for interesting sound bites, it 
is through meaningful and personal discussion that 
relationships and trust are developed. GGC stands 
ready to provide the necessary support to effect 
change that is in the best interest of the college and 
its community." 

Severe weather preparedness wee~ 

GGC joins statewide initiative to teach emergency response 

By Taina Putureanu 
Staff Reporter 

Georgia Gwinnett College recognized the national 
initiative called Severe Weather Preparedness Week 
after Governor Nathan Deal issued a proclamation 
that called on Georgians to educate themselves about 
the threats of severe weather. 

Severe Weather Preparedness Week was Feb. 6-10. 
Governor Deal collaborated with the Georgia Emer
gency Management and Homeland Security Agency 
(GEMA/HS) and the National Weather Service to is
sue the proclamation. 

Buck Buchanan, director of Emergency Manage
ment at GGC, sustained a week-long "education 
marathon" that included siren testing and emails 
with referrals to additional local and national infor
mation sources. 

The education marathon offered the campus com
munity an opportunity to learn practical strategies 
for avoiding emergencies and for responding to im
minent danger. 

"Weather in Georgia can be very unpredictable," 
Jim Butterworth, director of GEMA/HS, said in a 
press release. "Residents have to be ready for every
thing from tornadoes to ice storms." 

Each day of Severe Weather Preparedness Week 
addressed different emergency topics. 

Buchanan's emails addressed topics including 
Family Preparedness and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration Weather Radio Day, the 
difference between a tornado watch and a tornado 
warning, how and where to take shelter in case of a 
tornado warning, and lightning and flood safety ba
sics. 

A tornado watch signals that a tornado is possible 

due to weather conditions, but a tornado warning sig
nals that a tornado is imminent, has been sighted, or 
is indicated on radar. Following a tornado warning, 
everyone should take shelter immediately. 

Buchanan also explained the National Weather 
Service's 30/30 rule on Lightning Safety day, Feb. 9. 

"If, after seeing lightning, you cannot count to 30 
before hearing thunder, go indoors. Stay indoors for 
30 minutes after hearing the last clap of thunder." 

Sc,atterod 
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On behalf of the Office of Public Safety's Emer
gency Management department, Buchanan encour
aged all members and guests of the campus commu
nity to pay attention and learn not only how to save 
themselves but others too. 

"It is our goal and passion to keep all of you safe," 
Buchanan said. 

Categories of Thunderstorms 
Photo credit, www.spc.ncaa.gov 



Michaelangelo's "Pieta" Reimagined 
An art ~xhibit to honor Black History Month 

By Julie Thompson 
Editor-in-Chief 

The Office of Student Involvement displayed an 
art exhibit in the Third Floor Lounge of the Student 
Center in honor of Black History Month. The exhib
it' s centerpiece, Jason Whitley's "Pieta," is one of 
the many paintings on loan from The Dizzy Gypsy, 
an art gallery in Lawrenceville. 

African American culture inspired February's art 
exhibit. Erin Lucier, an Office of Student Involve
ment intern, and Torrez Wilson, the assistant direc
tor of Student Involvement and the Student Center, 
brainstormed ideas and decided to include The Diz
zy Gypsy 's collection of African American inspired 
art. 

"Pieta" reimagines Michelangelo's original paint
ing by the same title, which depicts Mary holding 
Jesus after the crucifixion. Instead, Whitley's ver
sion shows the Statue of Liberty holding an African 
American male with a fatal gunshot wound. 

The painting was inspired by the unrest that fol
lowed the Michael Brown case and the shootings 
of three African Americans during the summer of 
2016. 

Whitley is a volunteer and artist at the not-for
profit Dizzy Gypsy. He is enrolled in a Master's 
program studying the history of the American South 
at Clemson University but attended GGC for part of 
his undergraduate years. 

He told The Globe that he painted "Pieta" in order 
to give a voice to the population who felt targeted 
after the violent acts against African Americans in 
2016. Whitley, who is a Caucasian male, recognizes 
that the painting does not tell his story. 

"This represents what a large part of our nation is 
feeling," Whitley said of the painting. 

Whitley's art is often whimsical. His "Last Sup
per" painting features Dr. Who characters around 
the table using a cartoonish style. 

"Pieta" is different from Whitley's other works. It 
depicts the tragic relationship between Liberty and 
her son, according to Whitley. The police officers 

who look somewhat ominous in background do not 
represent a corrupt force. Instead they add a hidden 
wall of resistance. 

Whitley admits he had mixed feelings about por
traying the officers like stormtroopers, because he 
believes they offer an important service to society. 

"I think this is what I wanted to show with this 
pairiting - the African American is the bastard son 
of lib~rty. He helped build her, died in her wars, and 
has historically been forgotten." 

The young man's hand is one of the most symbol
ic visuals in the painting. A torch which represents 
liberty is slipping from his hands. 

"He's unable to grasp liberty. It keeps slipping out 
of his hands, " Whitley said. 

Student Involvement arranges exhibits every 
month to showcase student work from art classes 
on campus. 

Student Involvement collaborated with Black 
Student Union to plan and host events throughout 
February to honor Black History Month. 

«It's really the painting telling me what it wants to be painted as. 
The police officers were supposed to be weeping [over] the tragedy 

between Liberty and her son:' - Jason Whitley on «Pi eta" 

Exhibit contains: 7 Hours & 13 Days (by Bobby Hedges), Basquiat (by Danny Dussault), Defiance (by Leroy Banks), Eyes of The Conductor: Harriet Tubman (by TJ Haugh), Freedom: Frederick Douglas (by T J Haugh), 
Honest Abe (by Danny Raymond Dussault), Jazz (by Jodi Duke), Jimmy Hendrix (by Danny Dussault), Maya Angelou (by Danny Dussault), Nimrod Burke Union Soldier (by Ron Smith), Pieta (by Jason Whitley), Shattered 

(by Jacob Gibson), Slavery (by Danny Dussault), Thornton Dial (by Danny Dussault) 



AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE 
EAD-IN FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

GGC continues 18'th century tradition 

Georgia Gwinnett College's Black Student Union 
(BSU) hosted an African American Read-In on Feb
ruary 16, a nationwide event to celebrate African 
American literature during Black History Month. 

The Black Caucus of the National Councils of 
Teachers of English (TBCNCTE) started the Read
In tradition in 1989. TBCNCTE's goal is to get one 
million people to read literature about and by African 
Americans during the month of February. 

Participants selected a piece of literature and 
shared the work by reading it out aloud during the 
event. Many of the readings addressed social issues 
such as culture, social equality, and self-acceptance. 

Black Student Union (BSU) sponsored the event. 
BSU's co-advisors Allen Clarke, coordinator of Stu
dent Involvement and the Student Center, and Dr. 
Brandon Lewis, assistant professor of the School 

By Elena Johnson 
Staff Reporter 

of Education, hosted the event and also read several 
works. 

Ms. Erika Robinson, executive director of the Of
fice of Diversity, Institutional Equity and Title IX 
Program at GGC, drew chuckles from the crowd 
when she animated Lucille Clifton's "Homage to 
my Hips" and also shared "The Negro Mother" by 
Langston Hughes. 

"My mother was an orator and taught me the piece 
from memory when I was very young," Robinson 
said of the Hughes poem. "I've performed it since I 
was in middle school." 

Robinson brought Hughes 's poem to life with a 
rousing dramatic interpretation. The poem gives 
voice to black mothers through the ages, describes 
their struggles, and encourages their sons to fight for 
equality. 

Student and Faculty during the read-in 
Photo credit, Elena Johnson 

The performers select works that have personal 
significance, so the process of sharing can be an inti
mate experience for the participants as well. 

Quinn Mayes, a senior majoring in English, chose 
her readings because she felt they spoke to important 
parts of her identity. 

"The Audre Lorde quote I read was about woman
hood, being a black woman and taking confidence in 
that," Mayes said. 

Some other participants included Dr. Adam Fajar
do, assistant professor of English, read Claude McK
ay's "Tropics in New York." Kyra Brewer, a bio
technology and cell major, read Alain Locke's "The 
New Negro," and Dr. Ruth Caillouet, associate dean 
and professor of curriculum and instruction, read an 
excerpt from Jacqueline Woodson's "Brown Girl 
Dreaming." 

Dr. Brandon Lewis 
Photo credit, Elena Johnson 



2017 is the Year of the Rooster 
Chinese Calendar begins January 28 

By Elena Johnson 
Staff Reporter 

Cock-a-doodle-doo, happy New Year to you! 2017 
is the year of the Rooster according to the Chinese 
New Year tradition. The Chinese New Year celebra
tion, also known as the Spring Festival, began on Jan. 
28 and lasted until Feb. 15. 

The Chinese New Year centers around Sheng Xiao, 
a Chinese zodiac based on a twelve-year cycle. For 

each year, there is a designated animal. The belief is 
that the person inherits the traits of the animal that 
rules the year they were born. 

Dr. Rong Liu, an assistant professor of English for 
academic purposes, recalls the celebratory time and 
the importance of uniting. 

"Chinese New Year is the most important holiday 
in Chinese Culture," Dr. Liu said. "This is a time for 
family reunion, and family members try to get to
gether no matter how far away they are. 

Traveling home for the new year is called Chen 
Yun and is globally recognized as the largest human 

migration on earth. 
"All of China goes on vacation at the same time," 

Dr. Liu said. 
A reunion dinner is held on New Year's Eve, which 

is the most significant and elaborate meal for Chi
nese families. The food they serve varies by region. 
Dumplings are popular in northern China and nian 
gao, a sticky rice cake, is popular in the south. 

Dr. Liu emphasizes the importance of family com
ing together for the meal, whether it is physical or 

in spirit. 
"The family gathers, and if a family member is un-

able to attend, the family still sets a place for them at 
the table," Dr. Liu said. 

It is tradition that adults give their children small 
amounts of money in red packets for good luck and 

take special care to honor the family ancestors. 
The color red, fireworks, and the ceremonial beat

ing of drums are used to ward off the monster, Nian, 
which legend says appears at the end of the year. In 
the past, Nian was known to attack and kill villagers. 

The Lantern Festival _happens on the last day . 
Children take lanterns to temples and ·solve the rid
dles written on them for rewards. Releasing the lan
terns is a symbolic act. It can represent letting go of 
the past or making wishes for the future. 

"Chinese New Year is a celebration of welcoming 
the New Year and wishing for the best to come," Dr. 

Liu said. 

Photo credit (From left to right), CityNews, Ecophiles, Explore Brooklyn, Community Impact 



Greenlight Activities Board presents A 
Thousand and One Nights 

Students celebrate with persian food and Bollywood music in student c~nter 

By Jacob Carroll 
Staff Reporter 

The Greenlight Activities Board (GAB) hosted 
its first edition of Grizzly Nights of the semester 
on Thursday, Jan. 26. Grizzly Nights, which occur 
monthly, are late-night parties, dances, and other at
tractions housed on campus. This time, the theme 
was from "A Thousand and One Nights" from the 
Arabian legend by the same name. 

GAB President Erin Lucier, their advisor Torrez 
Wilson, the former Grizzly Nights Chair Atiya Sha
koor, the current Grizzly Nights Chair Natan Mallo
ry, and the Culture and Arts Chair Inaara Babwani 
organized the event. Planning for the event began in 
the Fall 2016 semester. It was housed in LVIS on the 
second floor of the Student Center. 

Babwani and Mallory hosted the event and pre
sented an opportunity for students to come out and 
enjoy different foods, music, and cultures. 

Babwani, whose parents are from Pakistan and 
Dubai, said she wanted to make this event happen 
because she wanted to give GGC students, faculty, 
and staff a glimpse into that aspect of her life and 
culture. 

"Georgia Gwinnett College is a beautifully di
verse school," Babwani said, "and there are mul
tiple organizations that bring their cultures and 
backgrounds out for everyone to get a feel and un
derstanding first hand, which is another reason I 
envisioned to bring attention to the Middle Eastern 
and Indian lifestyles." 

When asked if the event accurately represented 
the cultures, Babwani said she felt as though GAB 
did a great job in doing so .. 

"In my culture, we like to go all out with every
thing: bright colors, loud music, and the smells of 
henna and food," Babwani said. 

The GAB offered authentic Indian and Persian 
food, used Moroccan-styled decorations and furni
ture, and Bollywood dance music to create the at
mosphere. 

The food served was biryani (rice with chicken), 
samosas (fried peas and mashed potatoes), chicken 
65, chana masala (chickpea curry), naan bread, and 
gulab jamun (donut hole with syrup). 

"I didn't really know what any of the food was, 
but it was c:tll good," freshman Austin Harper said. 
"It was different than anything I was expecting, and 
I wasn't disappointed." 

Babwani said getting the food right proved diffi
cult. The GAB contacted numerous restaurants try
ing to find one that satisfied all its concerns with 
service, health score, and quality. 

The event featured a DJ who played popular 
dance music along with Bollywood music. About 
halfway through the event, a professional dancer -
Zaina Zahra - arrived to teach traditional Bolly
wood-style dance lessons. Students were also given 
the opportunity to get henna tattoos. 

Elizabeth Hernandez, a junior, said that she at
tained a greater appreciation for the culture and 
learned what it represents by being around her 
classmates in an entertaining atmosphere. 

Greenlight Activities Board 
Photo credit, Georgia Gwinnett Colleges Greenlight Activities Board Facebook 
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HE FIVE E E 
Add a personal touch to your Valentine's Day 

Anonymous Student Submission 

It's that time of the year again. The grocery stores are selling chocolates in 
heart-shaped boxes and flowers. Every place you look is decked out with pink 
and red· decor, and the smell of love is in the air. 

The 14th of February is one of two things for most people: A.) a day to cele
brate with a significant other and bathe in gushy romance, ORB.) a rude reminder 
of an undesired relationship status. Whether you classify as A or B, the concept 
of gift-giving is an essential ritual that is practiced throughout the world on Val
entine's Day. 

In the U.S., Valentine's Day has evolved into a commercial profit booster for 
companies to take advantage of these centuries-old traditions. Advertising cam
paigns pressure men to purchase gifts, but if you pay close attention, you will 
notice this marketing does not target women. The important thing to always re
member when giving a gift to someone special is this - keep it personal. 

A 2016 Shane Co. Jeweler's Valentine's Day advertising campaign banked on 
men's notoriously impersonal gift-giving skills. The humorous radio ad begins by 
calling an average Joe on the line and asking him what he's getting his wife this 
year. He tells Tom Shane that he's getting her a giant stuffed bear. The man's wife 
was secretly on the line the whole time, and Tom asks her what she thinks of her 
husband's ideas. She sighs in disappointment, and Tom Shane chimes in to help 
poor Joe pick the perfect diamond and save the day. 

If you don't want to be that average Joe (or Jane!), but also run on a budget 
then listen up for the perfect Valentine's Day gift-the Broke College Kid Edi
tion. And if you're single, you can always take notes for next year or however 
many years it takes for you to find "the one." 

This year, Valentines Day was an unconventional one for me. My boyfriend 
and I have been dating for nine months now and guess what day his birthday is? 

That's right, February 14th. In my opinion, a birthday overrules Valentine's Day. 
So, being the sweetheart that I am, I made him swear to me that he wasn't going 
to get me anything. Instead, I treated him for the day. My idea consisted of two 
parts, each part complementing a different celebration. Part One was aimed to

wards his birthday, and nothing is more personal and caring than an old fashioned 
gift basket. No one in the history of the world has ever disliked a gift basket. It 's 
true, look it up. I found everything I needed in a retailer and a Wal-Mart. You'll 
need: 

• A few of your significant other's favorite things/snacks/books/DVDs 
• Things that they need but wouldn't go and buy for themselves- this part 

takes a watchful eye, as it includes anything from common household 
items to groceries 
Cellophane paper 
A basket 

Moving on to Part Two, which is veered towards a Valentine's Day theme. I 
call it Stimulating The Five Senses. The goal is to create a romantic atmosphere 
for your lover. Each item signifies a different sense: 

• Smell- candles or incense 
• Sound- a playlist or CD, preferably a mix of all your couple songs 

Sight- lingerie/boxers 
Taste- cake, strawberries, chocolate 

• Touch- massage oil 
Add in a home cooked meal and their favorite movie, and there you have it 

folks! A recipe is for a sure fire way to get anyone to fall drunkenly in lo:ve with 
you. I am speaking from experience, although if you will be going through all this 
trouble, they should already love you. 

Photo credit, anonymous student submission 



GRIZZLY ATHLETICS TENNI 0-
GRAMS UNDEFEAT D IN 2017 

·The men and women ·continue their dominance in the NAIA 

The No. 1 NAIA ranked Grizzlies men's and 
women's tennis teams have started their respective 
2017 seasons off strong, both going undefeated. As 
of Feb. 22, 2017, the men are 10-0 and the women 
are 9-0. 

The men's team extended its winning streak to 42 
wins. The streak, which is a program record, dates 
to Dec. 2015. The men started the season aiming 
for a fourth-consecutive NAIA championship win, 
and the women look to earn their third t1tle in the 

past four seasons in addition to defending their title. 
Both are clearly on the right path. 

Both programs have outscored their opponents by 
a wide margin this season. The men's team has out
scored opponents 64-8, and the women's team has 

an impressive margin of 57-5. 
In addition to dominant wins, players have been 

scooping up the honors as well. For the past three 
weeks, the Grizzlies have won the Association of 
Independent Institutions (All) Men's and Women's 

Tennis Players of the Week. 
Junior Gilad Berman and senior Klara Dohnalova 

won ·the award for the week ending Feb. 6. Seniors 
Jordan Cox and Valeria Podda followed up with 
wins of their own the following week. Senior A}yo
na Vasiiyeva and junior Kevin Konfederak were the 
most recent recipients. 

The season opener for the men's team ended in a 

By Bobby Nguyen 
Sports Writer 

historic 7-2 home victory against Kennesaw State 
(GA), marking their first in-state win against a 
NCAA Division I opponent. 

"We're always confident," Konfederak said after 
his matches against Kennesaw on Jan. 28. "We have 

a good team. We always talk about it before match
es. We just know what we have to do, and we try 
and do it the best way that we can." 

The men have rolled over every team they face 
on the courts. Against NCAA Div. II opponents, the 
men have held USC Aiken (SC), West Alabama, and 
Tusculum (TN) point-less, with only Lander (SC) 
putting up any resistance to the tune of a 6-3 loss. 
The Citadel (SC), a NCAA Div. I team, was also 
held point-less during their matchup. The men start

ed the Grizzly Invitational weekend with a perfect 
victory against Cumberland (TN), then beat Keis
er (FL) 5-1 and Xavier (LA) 5-0 at the end of the 
weekend. 

"We are playing very, very confidently on the 
men 's side," head coach Chase Hodges said after 
the men swept West Alabama 6-0 on Feb. 11 and 
earned their 37th consecutive victory. . ., 

Another milestone in program history, the Griz

~lies men have been recognized as the top NAIA 
tennis program in the country for the 1,000th day in 
a row. The most recent 2017 regular season coach's 

poll released Feb. 14, saw the defending champions 

earn all 13 first-place votes per a press release from 
Grizzly Athletics. 

The women's team has been no less impressive, 
earning a perfect win in the season opener against 
USC Aiken and following up with another perfect 
win against NCAA Div. II Clayton State (GA). 
NCAA Div. II West Alabama and Tusculum both 
managed to scrape a point in their losses to the Griz
zlies. 

"(T)he women have a big match against (No. 1 

ranked NCAA Div. III) Emory," Hodges said af
ter the West Alabama match. "That will be a good 
test." In their most competitive match of the season 
thus far, the women claimed their highlight victory 
against Emory, 6-3. 

Grizzly women began the Grizzly Invitation
al strong by bageling Indiana Wesleyan 7-0, then 
Cumberland, Keiser, and Xavier 5-0 each. 

"I'm very confident in my teammates, for sure," 
Podda said after her matches on Feb. 11. "So espe
cially when I look down to court three or four, I' ll 
know they' re winning, and the pressure gets off my 
match:" ., 

Grizzlies tennis looks to continue their respec

tive dominance in March. The men's team has nine 
matches in the month, the first one on Mar. 5 at 9:30 
a.m. The women's team also has nine matches. Its 

first match will take place on Mar. 1 at 10 a.m. 

ox (left) and Valerie Podo.a (right) in action 
Photo credit, Rod Reily 
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Fulbright Visiting Scholar Peter Kreko 
from Hungary will be present ing the following lectures 

Laboratoire of illiberalism? Radical right wing populism in Central Eastern Europe 

March 24, 2017 
12-12:50 PM 
Georgia Gwinnett College, Cisco Auditorium 

Strange bedfellows: The Radical Right and Russia 
March 24, 2017 
1-1:50 PM 
Georgia Gwinnett College, Cisco Auditorium 

Dr. Kreke is a Hungarian Fulbright Visiting Professor and a Faculty Member at the Russian and East European 

Institute at Indiana University in Bloomington. He has published extensively on right wing politics in Eastern 

Europe. 

This pfesentation is conducted through the Fulbright Scholar Program's Outreach Lecturing Fund (OLF). 

OLF enables Visiting Scholars to share their research interests, speak about their home country, and 

exchange ideas with U.S. students, faculty, and community organizations. Through these lectures, 

universities forge relationships with the Fulbright Scholar Program, Visiting Scholars, and the Visiting 

Scholar's home and host institutions. 
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