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Letter from the Editor 

Hello Grizzlies, 

By Julie Thompson 
Editor-in-Chief 

I can already hear some readers say, "What's happened to the newspaper?" For those who have 
read The Globe's past issues, what you're holding may come as a surprise. For others, the reaction 
would be better phrased as, "GGC has a newspaper?!" My answer to everyone is, "Yes, two years 

· after it was founded, The Globe is revamping its-look." 

As social media and news apps become the primary news sources for many people, some wonde~ 
if a print newspaper is even necessary, if it is a frivolous tax on human and natural resources. Are 
newspapers a thing of the past, or do they serve a purpose, even in the age of Snapchat, Twitter, and 
Instagram? 

I believe that this campus needs a print newspaper. It is· a physical reminder of the past and pres
ent for each of us. It offers a feeling of nostalgia and community at Georgia Gwinnett College, one 
of the nation's most diverse and at times disconnected institutions of higher learning. The physical 
news calls readers to participate and contribute to this campus in a way that an app just doesn't, and 
if print newspapers disappear, society will be none the better. 

That doesn't mean that we should do things the same old way they've always been done. If print 
is to remain a modem medium, then it, too, should change and adapt to match the interests of the 
current generation. Hence, The Globe's new look. 

This issue is the beginning of The Globe's evolution to meet student interests. As you can see, we 
have implemented more graphics and pictures, because, let's face it, not everyone has time to read 
every article, but a picture can say 1,000 words. Students, this is your newspaper, and we want this 
newspaper to not only capture, but to create the culture that you want to see at GGC. If you like what 
we are doing, let us know! Shoot us a Tweet or post on our Facebook page. We want your feedback! 
This paper is about YOU! As always, I'll take your complaints and compliments with equal atten
tiveness. 

Here's to a New Year and a new paper! 

Yours truly, 

Julie Thompson 
The Globe, Editor-in-Chief 

Julie Thompson, Editor-in-Chiey 
Photo credit, Katelyn Lindsey 



FALL COMMENCEMENT 
CEREMONY 2016 
Fall graduates join 4,000 GGC alumni 

4 5 5 graduating students walked the stage to 
receive diplomas for their Bachelor of Science 
degrees from Georgia Gwinnett College at The 
Infinite Energy Arena in Duluth on December 
15th. 

In his opening speech, Dr. Stanley "Stas" Prec
zewski commended the candidates who now be
long to a body of 4,000 GGC alumni. 24 nurses, 
the second half of GGC 's charter nursing school, 
graduated as well. Two ROCT cadets also grad
uated and received their commissions in a sepa
rate ceremony earlier that morning. 

"Graduates, when you complete today's cer
emony, you will make 2016 the first year GGC 
has graduated more than 1,000 students," Presi
dent Preczewski said. 

President Preczewski introduced the keynote 
speaker Sanjay Parekh, a technology entrepre
neur and the associate director of Georgia Tech's 
entrepreneur program Create-X. Parekh has 
held many positions; he was named Technologi
cal Pioneer with the World Economic Forum and 
was one of MIT Technology Review's top Young 
innovators. He is also a senior Member of the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 
to name a few. 

Parekh's speech was simple and personable. 

· By Julie Thompson 
Editor-in-Chief 

Parekh refers to himself as a "serial technology 
entrepreneur" and shared the story of when he 
quit his job to start his first company. He spoke of 
the struggle that he and a few cofounders faced 
when they had to raise several million dollars in 
order to survive competing companies. 

"You really don't fail, until you decide you're 
going to quit," Parekh said. 

Parekh said that perseverance was one of the 
lessons he learned when starting his first com
pany. However,he advised the graduates that if 
they did not enjoy their job, they should find a 
new one. 

"If you're not having fun in what you're do
ing, then you need to move on, because every
one around you realizes that you're not enjoying 
what you do," Parekh said. "There's a place for 
all of you, and there's something you can do that 
no one else can do, but make sure you realize 
when it's time for you to move on. Go out and 
change the world. We are all relying on you. " 

President Preczewski introduced the student 
speaker, Crystal Serrato, as someone who "truly 
exemplifies" GGC's core values and displayed 
"the GGC spirit of perseverance." Serrato, an 
early childhood education major, is a Senator for 
the School of Education. 

Serrato told of her college journey and how 
she struggled to find her place as a first genera
tion college student. She expressed gratitude for 
her family and for the professors and friends she 
met at GGC. 

"I am a first-generation, Mexican-American 
young woman, but I am also a college gradu
ate and an educator, and the first in my family 
to take this journey," Serrato said. "I wanted to 
go to college, but I was not sure if it was for me. 
I questioned myself: what is my purpose? Am 
I fully prepared for my college journey? Can I 
succeed?" 

Although Serrato admitted to struggling in her 
first semesters, she is now graduating with hon
ors. She is a member of the education honors so
ciety, Kappa Pi Delta, a member of Origination 
of Latip. American Students, as well as a student 
ambassador. 

"It is not how you are labeled or what you look 
like, but who you are that matters," Sarrato said. 

Student soloist Jordan Sanders opened the cer
emony with the national anthem. Sanders closed 
with a school anthem composed by Mark Gilley 
called "GGC Alma Matter." 

Crystal Serrato giving her speech on commencement day 
Photo credit, Georgia Gwinnett College Facebook 



Lawsuit against college raises ques
tions about free speech 

GGC student sues GGC for violation· of free speech rights 

By John Preston Corbin 
Features Editor 

Chike Uzuegbunam, a Georgia Gwinnett Col
lege student, found himself at the center of a 
controversy regarding freedom of speech last 
summer. After U zuegbunam began handing out 
religious flyers and speaking to students about 
his faith, he was told he could not continue evan
gelizing in the area he was in at the time. 

According to campus officials, Uzuegbanum 
was not in a designated "free speech expres
sion area" and had not followed the appropriate 
guidelines to reserve a space to evangelize. Since 
then, U zuegbanum hired lawyers and is suing 
the school, arguing that his freedom of speech 
was violated. 

GGC has two designated "free speech expres
sion areas" on its campus. One is located along 
the concrete path between the ~forms and the Stu
dent Center (E Building). The other is located on 
the concrete area outside of the A Building food 
court. 

Reservation of these spaces requires prior ap
proval by Student Affairs. Any request to reserve 
these spaces must be made at least three business 
days prior to the speech or demonstration. This 
rule applies to all demonstratioris, from demon
strations about Christianity to Veganism. 

The school website states that GGC "recogniz
es its responsibility to provide a secure learning 
environment which allows members of the com
munity to express their views on ways which 
do not interrupt the operation of the College." . 
Those who wish to use either of the "free speech 
expression areas" are required to meet certain 
criteria. This criteria includes that they do not 
interrupt the flow of traffic, do not interrupt or
derly conduct, and refrain from intimidating or 
harassing passersby. 

Uzuegbunam was a member of Alpha Omega, 
a faith-based student organization, from 2013-
2106. He was acting on his own when he passed 
out the flyers in summer of 2016. 

" In regards to public preaching, I think q.efi
nitely you need a space," said Robert French, 
president of Alpha Omega. "You need to set it 
up, you need to go through that process. Because 
when you're projecting your voice you're going 
to be interrupting classes and you have those is
sues. 

"Now when it comes to me just walking up to 
that guy there and s~arting a casual conversation, 
and you tell me I need to reserve a space for that? 
Then I think you are crossing into another area 
that to me is crazy." 

French and Uzuegbunam have both preached 
outside of A Building before without complaint. 
"I know him," French told the Globe. "He's not 
just winging it. He reserves those spaces. And 
even after doing all that, someone complained." 

The Globe conducted interviews with students 
on campus. The majority seemed to have no 

problem with evangelizing or promoting religion 
on campus. 

"I think it's perfectly fine as long as they're 
doing it the right way," said Erick Vale, a junior 
majoring in IT. "As long as they're following the 
guidelines. The school is a very organized envi
ronment. You don't want people just yelling at 
other people." 

"Everyone has the freedom to say what they 
want on campus," said Angelique Shelton, a 
sophomore majoring in Digital Media. "I wish 
he wouldn't sue the school over something like 
this. It's not like they're saying he can't do it, 
it's he's not doing it in the right place. There's 
certain places they're supposed to do it. If they'd 
just follow the rules, there wouldn't be a prob
lem." 

Uzuegbunam is being represented in his case 
by Alliance Defending Freedom, a religious 
non-profit organization. Alliance has sued other 
USG schools over similar controversies in the 
past, including the University of Georgia and 
Georgia Tech. 

Both schools eventually made changes to their 
freedom of speech policies and the lawsuits were 
dropped. 

"I think free speech zones are just plain stu
pid," said Michelle Jones, a freshman majoring 
in Cyber Security. "As long as you're not ha
rassing somebody or putting them in danger, it 
shouldn't be a problem." 

The Globe reached out to Uzuegbunak via 
email but received no response. 

Students walk on GGC campus 
Photo credit, Bob Andres 

GGC's Daniel J. Kaufman Library 
Photo credit, Eric Stirgus 



A campaign for peace 
Dr. Rashid Malik takes 39.6 percent in Congressional Election 

By Julie Thompson 
Editor-in-Chief 

A political activist from Lawrenceville pro
poses that Georgia's seventh district negotiate 
mutually beneficial trade policies with Bangla
desh. Dr. Rashid Malik, who ran in the 2016 
Congressional Election, prompts incumbent 
Congressman Rob Woodall to help. 

Malik ran as the Democratic candidate. Ma
lik took 39.6 percent of the votes in the general 
election, while Congressman Woodall took the 
remaining 60. 4 percent. 

Increasing trade between the Muslim world 
and the United States would have been the fo
cus ofMalik's work had he made office. He now 
campaign in his community in order to influence 
the local government. 

The campaign proposes that international 
trade will promote . interdependence between 
America and the Muslim world. Peace is the 
purpose of this campaign, but it faces opposition 
from the U.S. government's Free Trade policies. 

"I am here to assist you in any fashion that 
is beneficial for America. I had a few goals in 
my mind," Malik wrote in a formal proposal ad
dressed to Congressman Woodall on November 
17, 2016. "I would like to promote Equal Pay, 
Peaceful Coexistence, and good relations be
tween the Muslim world and America." 

Malik uses Bangladesh as a case study to im
prove U.S.-Muslim relations. Bangladesh would 
benefit from buying American products like 
powder milk an~ cereal. The U.S.A. could buy 
garments from Bangladesh, one of the world's 
largest garment producers, The Asian Review 
reports. Malik reasons that if every Bangladeshi 
citizen bought $1 worth of American consumer 
goods every day, then Bangladesh would be in
vesting $160 million in the American economy 
each day. 

"At the end of the day, we are economic an
imals. Malik told The Globe in a formal inter
view. "If we can create economic interdepen
dency, then we will take care of each other, like 
a family." 

Malik began promoting the campaign in No
vember 2016. He addressed a letter to Congress
man Woodall in order to receive help in promot
ing the idea in the American government. 

Congressman Woodall ~esponded on January 
4, 2017, saying he supported Malik's campaign. 
The congressman did not address how he in
tends to support the campaign. 

Along with Trump's administration, Wood
all advocates Free Trade policies. The U.S. will 
leave the Trans-Pacific Partnership which places 
the U.S. in a trade deficit. These policies intend 
to decrease the trade deficit. 

GEORGIA 
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Dr. Rashid Malik 
Photo credit, Rashid Malik 

The U.S. exported a total of $803 .. 9 million 
worth of goods to Bangladesh and imported a 
total amount of $5,499.7 m1llion worth of goods 
from Bangladesh in 2016, according to the Unit
ed States Census Bureau's website. The U.S. 
deficit with Bangladesh was $4695.8 million in 
2016. 

If successful, Malik's trade plan would de
crease the U.S. trade deficit. It does not address 
how Bangladeshi citizens would afford to buy 
American goods. A report by the United States 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
listed Bangladesh as a "Least Developed Coun
try" (LCD) that receives subsidies and other aid 
from the United Nations. Other LCD's include 
Afghanistan, Yemen, Nepal--and in the Western 
hemisphere, Haiti. 

" From what I can understand, Trump has 
tried to demonstrate that he is fully supporting 
economic nationalism, including support for 
"bringing jobs back" to the USA and, of course 
"making America great again," Dr. Dovile 
Budryte, Professor of Political Science, said in 
an email. 

"It is difficult to hypothesize about the future 
of the US relations with the Muslim world, but 
his most recent announcement about the desire 
to limit immigration from Muslim countries 
does not appear to be promising. In the end, 
economic nationalism will hurt globalization 
and hurt USA," Budryte said. 

Malik argues that positivity can encourage 
growth. Malik has conferenced with Ameri
can-Bengali television stations to promote the 
campaign. Malik also plans to drive a truck that 
reads "Made in America" to Mosques to encour
age Bengali people to buy American products. 

Every campaign must start somewhere, but 
due to political opposition, Malik will need to 
implement a more direct strategy to be success
ful. 

Lawrenceville cracks down on gravel 
parking 

Local businesses parking in gravel lots without special use permit 

By Jacob Bennett 
News Editor 

The Lawrenceville City Council established a 
· precedent for enforcing gravel lot zoning ordi

nances within city limits. The city issued cita
tions after it determined that several businesses 
were parking on non-paved surfaces without a 
special use permit. 

Parking on a non-paved surface has been pro
hibited under the city's zoning ordinance for 
over 30 years, according to a new resolution 
approved at the council's regular meeting on 
January 4. This ordinance was previously unen-

forced. 
"We've had a rule since our zoning ordinance 

was adopted where pavement was the require
ment of all areas for parking -- period," Council 
Member Tony Powell said. "The problem was 
that the city didn't enforce that, and so we've 
got gravel parking places all over the place, and 
we've got to deal with them." 

The matter becomes more complicated when 
considering that gravel parking is allowed under 
certain circumstances. Previous council policy 
granted special use permits for gravel parking 
lots for those that provided evidence that the lot 
existed prior to January 1, 2010. 

"If you're throwing down gravel now, you're 

going to have to get it back up, because we 're 
not doing that anymore," Powell said, "and if 
you got an old one you need to get in here and 
get legal in a hurry." 

The new resolution states that any business 
within the city and parking on non-paved sur
faces may file for a special use permit to do so, 
and that any city fees associated with the filing 
will be waived through and including June 30, 
2017. 

"You can't throw refrigerators and old cars 
everywhere and parts," Powell said. "It's hap
pened, and it's not going to happen anymore, 
and everybody needs to get straight." 



GGC police seek to connect with students 
GGC offers first community police symposium 

By Taina Putureanu 
Student Submission 

The Georgia Gwinnett College Office of Pub
lic Safety offered the first community police 
symposium for the 201 7 spring semester on 
Jan. 19. Chief of GGC Police Terrance Schnei
der announced an agenda which consisted of 
open discussions of the principals of communi
ty policing, policies, procedures, and practices. 

"GGC Police is invested in enhancing its pos
itive relationship with the campus community 
and strive to build trust, mutual cooperation and 
understanding through open communication," 
Chief Terrance Schneider said in his opening 
statement. 

"It's all about building 
Community trust and 

confidence." 

Among participants were Chief of Staff with 
Gwinnett County Police Major Curtis Clemons, 
Captain Jeff Smith from Lawrenceville Police 
Department, and GGC representatives as the 

director of Student Integrity Dr. Aileen Dowell 
and Sergeant Rebecca Lawler with the Commu
nity Outreach & Crime Prevention program. 

Major Clemons introduced some of the pro:.. 
grams that Gwinnett County police has imple
mented to prevent crime. 

There have been more than 1,000 programs 
implemented by the Gwinnett County Police 
with more than 47,000 participants in 2016. 
These include Neighborhood Watch, Just say 
NO!, D.A.R.E., See Something Say Something, 
Coffee with a Cop, Crime Prevention Unit 
(Bike Rodeo), Books and Badges, and speeches 
offered during church services. 

"It's all about building community trust and 
confidence," Clemons said. 

Sergeant Lawler talked about the best work
ing method for crime prevention is being high
ly-visible and "humanizing officers who come 
out and serve the community." 

Captain Smith praised the long-term safety 
standards implemented throughout the years by 
the GGC police members and staff. 

"There is a culture here at campus, which I 
appreciate because not far from here is one of 
the hottest crime spots of the county," Smith 
said. 

Chief Schneider invited all members of the 
campus community to become involved with 
the police's efforts to to maintain safety and to 
stay connected. 

SPILL YO 
THOUGHTS 

TELL US WHA'T YOU THINK 
A'T THEGLOBE@GGC.EDU 

be <!9Iobe 

"We have more similarities than differences. 
We find that through communication. Don't be 
afraid to ask hard questions," Schneider said. 

GGC police officers on campus 
Photo credit, GGC Website 



SHOOLBUS GRAVEYARD 
Alto junk yard acts as art exhibit 

Artists from near and far gather at Wade's 
Junk Yard in Alto, GA, for an annual New Year's 
painting party. Their canvasses are run down 
school busses. 

Wade's garage, also known as "The School 
Bus Graveyard," is open from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 
P.M. daily for those interested in taking a tour 
of the numerous old and rusting vehicles. The 
graveyard is actually a junkyard where owner 
Walter Wade and his family make a living sell
ing used car parts. A long _row of painted school 
busses line the property and act as a makeshift 
fence for the family business. 

"Just cus it's old don't 
tnean it's ugly, and just 
because it's new don't 

mean it's better:' 

The New Year's tradition started with an act of 
vandalism. A teenager painted graffiti ghosts on 
one bus and "tagged' his gang territory, accord
ing to Wade. Wade thought the graffiti looked 
nice, so he left the bus as itwas. 

"The Ghost Bus was the first tag, and then peo
ple started doing inappropriate tags," Wade said. 
"So the artists starting painting over them. 

Nack Morris was one of the first artists to 

By Katelyn Lindsey 
Media Manager 

take interest in Walter's busses. His website 
Crispyprintz.com is sprayed in small leters on 
many of the colorful busses. Morris curates the 
school bus painting. 

"It started in 2012. My wife and I were here 
on vacation - we both grew up here - and I asked 
the Wades ifl could paint a bus," Nack said in a 
phone interview to an Access WDUN article. 

"Nack Morris got it started as far as painting," 
Wade said, "and if somebody comes by and does 
something inappropriate, there's an artist stand
ing by." 

The School Bus Graveyard officially started in 
2012, but the first painted bus happened several 
years before then. 

"Whenever all the artists can get together. 
Cause that's what it's really all about ... just 
hanging out and making a community of sorts," 
Morris told anAcessWDUN journalist. 

"I have to say [ it started in] '07, '09, around 
that time," Walter Wade said. "The busses ended 
up in a fence line because these were the back
side of our property. These were the busses that 
we had for sale. All these were running buses, 
operating and driving, and they stole the radia
tors off of them, so we just made a fence line out 
of them." 

Every year since then, CrispyPrintz contacts 
various artists to come and paint dozens of 
school busses during the winter. They spend sev
eral days in Alto, painting the busses along the 
fence line and adding to the allure of the bro
ken-down bus line. 

Wade estimates that the graveyard gets be-

tween 500 to 750 visitors along the outside of 
the yard within a six to eight month period. It 
was only recently that the Wade family began 
charging for people to visit the inside of the 
graveyard. According to Wade, 250 people have 
visited to explore the inside. 

Despite the appeal of the graveyard, Wade re
counts that some people seemed to take offense 
to the roadside view. According to Wade, the 
Northeast Georgian reported a petition to have 
the graveyard removed. 

"[They thought] it was junk 
an eyesore. I disagree. "" ,, f 
because this is the ' .-
way we mak 
our living. I 
think most --.- -···· 
people enjoy 
it. Just cause 
it's old don't 
mean it 
ugly, andju 
because it' 
new don' 
mean it' 
better. 

Wade 's Junk Yard in Alto, Georgia 
Photo credit, Katelyn Lindsey 
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Connectivity - what's in a name? 

The historical ties between Georgia Gwinnett College and Down Ha~herley, England 

By Ben Hines 
Enrollment Management Associate 

Connectivity- it's a hot topic in today's rapid
ly changing world, often used to describe how 
fast a location's internet speed or their overall 
accessibility to the greater World Wide Web. But 
even as we gradually become a more digitized 
planet, connectivity still has another meaning to 
it: history · 

Georgia Gwinnett College is located in one of 
the fastest growing counties in Georgia and one 
of the fastest growing states in the country. Its 
name has origins in a small viilage that Button 
Gwinnett, one of america's Founding Fathers, 
would still recognize today as the place where 
he grew up in the first half of the 18th century-
current sources indicate that Button may have 
been baptized in nearby Gloucester but raised in 
Down Hatherley. 

Down Hatherley itself is a small farming vil
lage located in the county of Gloucestershire, of 

southwestern England. This tiny hamlet is situ- years, a group of parishioners has worked to re
ated about two and a half hours west of London store the tomb of Button Gwinnett 's parents, the· 
and contains less than five hundred residents. Reverend Samuel Gwinnett and his wife Anne. 
But Down Hatherley was home to a young man 
that went on to sail across the Atlantic Ocean in 
1735, a time when the voyage took weeks versus 
hours. Button established a business practice in 
Savannah, bought his own island off the Georgia 
Coast (St. Catherine's Island), and served in the 
Georgia General Assembly. Button also served 
as the President (now governor) of Georgia, and 
ultimately, was a representative of Georgia to 
the Continental Congress. Significantly, Button 
placed his signature on one of history 's most im
·portant documents: the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. 

Button Gwinnett died in a duel with longtime 
rival Lachlan McIntosh and he missed the chance 
to see the end of the Revolutionary War, his lega
cy lives on, both here in Georgia, and back home 
in England. 

Down Hatherley continues to honor its place 
in United States history. Over the past couple of 

Samuel Gwinnett was the Rector of Down Ha
therley church from 1727 until his death in 1775 
and he and his wife are buried in the churchyard 
of St Mary and Corpus Christi in the village. 

Decades of direct exposure to the elements 
had taken their toll on the stone tomb, resulting 
in multiple cracks appearing in the masonry and 
plants taking root. However, as the restoration 
project nears completion, the tomb just about re
sembles how it looked back in the late eighteenth 
century, thanks to many hours of careful disman
tling and refurbishing of the tombs by local stone 
masons. 

Many thanks go out to Bill Welsh, Down Ha
therley village historian, who was kind enough 
to provide continuous updates and pictures from 
the restoration effort, as well as invaluable infor
mation about the life of Button Gwinnett. 

Tomb pre-restoration process 
Photo credit, Bill Welsh 

Tomb post-restoration process 
Photo credit, Bill Welsh 
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Farmer's market versus supermarket 

Shopping locally aids local community 

By Jenn Palmer 
Student Submission 

As the New Year begins, just about everyone 
tries a fad; whether it is a diet, exercise, or or
ganizational strategy. This year choose one that 
will stick from now on, and onto the rest of your 
life. 

Shopping locally is a practice we can do for 
ourselves and carry on to our future generations 
so that we can live in a locally fueled economy 
and create healthier, organic diets. 

Social Interaction 
Nowadays, people want to just make quick 

stops at supermarkets, but they are missing out 
on the face-to-face interactions with people, by 
doing this you can support your local business 
(which by the way are becoming more and more 
rare) and getting a healthy dose of social inter
action. 

Most of the towns in Gwinnett County hold 
farmers' markets (Lilburn, Lawrenceville, Snell-

got to see people in their own community and 
talk about their busy lives." 

Georgia Department of Agriculture holds all 
the times of location dependent on counties for 
more information. Unfortunately, during the 
winter months' farmers' markets are less fre
quent but when summertime comes around there 
are plenty of chances to hit up your local farm
ers' market. 

Eat healthy. 
Buying local is also healthier for you as well. 

Locally grown foods usually contain a much 
smaller amount of GMO's (Genetically Modi
fied Organism - mmm) and other corporate fla
vor enhancing chemicals than buying your food 
from competitive supermarkets. 

Farmers spray their crops to keep insects and 
other organisms from eating/ growing on the 
crop, but it could still affect our health in ways 
that we don't recognize, and even the health of 
other living creatures where it was originally 
sprayed. 

Eat fresh. 
ville, Dacula, Norcross, Grayson, Suwanee). In Aside from potential harm from chemical 
the warmer months they're held at least once ev- treatment, there are a lot of factors that come 
ery week, during the week or weekends; and in into play when shopping at supermarkets such 
the winter they're held at least one to two times a as; collecting, cleaning, processing, preserving, 
month - depending on the locations and weather. handling/packaging, shipping and shelving. 
At the Suwanee market, until April they are held The vendors that sell produce at Suwanee's 
each Saturday from 9 am to 11 am. market report that they harvested their crop the 

When I last visited the Suwanee farmers mar- day before the market and do not add any special 
ket, many shoppers and vendors said they "en- ingredients/pesticides/enhancers in their prod
joyed the farmers market so much because they uct. 

Local farms provide crops that are very much 
organic because they don't need to put in all the 
chemicals arid hormones that grocers do (Farm
ers' Market Coalition). 

Sustainability 
By buying locally, you're helping sustain local 

_economy--people in your neighborhood actually 
live off of what you buy. 

Economically, commercial farmers are getting 
the upper hand. Big farms receive subsidies and 
commodities if they haven't reached their com
modities from the government (Foundation for 
Economic Education). Considering most of it is 
wasted if it isn't bought, there isn't any sustain
ability in mass crop growth. 

Additionally, the growth and demand for com
mercialized farming for supermarkets are caus
ing natural nutrients to be lost while genetically 
formed ones are put in place, and resources are 
excessively wasted. In contrast, local farmers put 
more thought into their farm practice and qual
ity rather than the price, which is part of why it 
tastes better and is healthier. 

***** 
By buying local we increase our interaction 

with in the community, support sustainability 
economically and environmentally, and keeping 
our mind and body healthy. 

Healthy living isn't a fad to simply kick aside. 
This New Year, make. healthy living a life-long 
the tradition. 

Reyes y Mariachi at the Aurora Theater 
The culture of Epiphany day comes to Lawrenceville 

By Elena Johnson 
Student Submission 

The Aurora Theatre in Lawrenceville held 
Reyes y Mariachi on January 19 to help cele
brate Epiphany, a holiday much of the Christian 
community celebrates to commemorate the end 
of the Three Wise Men's journey to Bethlehem. 

The holiday falls on the first Sunday after Jan
uary 6th -- twelve days after Christmas -- bring
ing the Christmas season to a close. 

Aurora postponed the original date sched
uled for the 8th of January due to the inclem
ent weather conditions that hit Georgia the first 
week of 2017. 

Teatro Aurora, the branch of Aurora. Theatre 
that focuses on Latin American events, hosted 
the event. 

"We started the Christmas season with Noche 
de Velas which, is actually a Colombian tradi
tion," Juan Unzueta, director of cross-cultural 
programs for the Aurora Theatre, said, "and end
ed the season with Reyes y Mariachi as a sort of 
bookend. These celebrations are Christian based, 
which so much of Latin America is." 

In many Latin American countries, it is the 
Three Wise Men who bring the children gifts as 
opposed to Santa Claus, but in a similar practice, 
the children write letters to their favorite king 
asking for specific gifts. 

At the event, theater employees dressed as 

Balthazar, Melchior, and Gaspar each toted a 
basket of candy symbolizing the gift each king 
offered Baby Jesus and greeted guests. 

Theater attendees were also able to take pho
tos with Los Reyes. 

The performance was two hours of music by 
"Mariachis Jaliciense," a local Atlanta group. 

"Especially for Mexico, Mariachi are used as 
the celebratory musicians," Unzueta said. He 
went on to say that Mariachi music offered a nos
talgic reminder of home for many people, and 
that is why they were the choice performance for 
the night. 

The Mariachi took the stage and performed for 
an audience of about 60 men, women, and chil
dren. 

Unlike the usual set list of songs one might 
experience at a concert, the Mariachi Jaliciense 
played songs as they were requested by audience 
members, creating an intimate and engaging per
formance. 

Audience members sang along, clapped, and 
got up to dance along to their beloved songs. · 

During intermission one hour after the begin
ning of the performance, guests were invited out 
into the lobby for a slice of "Rosca de Reyes," 
the traditional Mexican pastry for a holiday. 

The "rosca" is made of sweetened dough and 
baked in the shape of a wreath before being cov
ered with candied fruit and powdered sugar. A 
plastic baby representing Jesus is hidden inside. 

Whoever finds the baby is said to be blessed, 
and in the case of those participating at the the
ater event, the person who found the figurine was 
gifted a pair of tickets to another Aurora event. 

"Events that speak directly to different parts 
of our culture and focus on a specific country of 
origin, help to bring out the different members 
of the community to the theater," Unzueta said. 

Although many audience members were of 
Mexican background, many other nationalities 
of the Latin, as well as North-American commu
nity, also attended the event. 

Reyes y Mariachi the Aurora 
Photo credit, Elena Johnson 



FAILING GLORIOUSLY 
A word on failure and success 

By Becca Twiggs 
Student Submission 

Hi, my name is Becca Twiggs. I'm twenty years old, and I take great 
pride in my failures. In fact, I fail gloriously on a daily basis. 

Let me explain. The term 'failing gloriously' comes from an old the
ate~ teacher of mine. He said encouraged his students to take risks, to 
make mistakes, to do something wrong, but to always do it with grace 
and confidence, to make it look like it was intentional. I certainly took 
that to heart. 

Personally, I think failures measure how much you've lived, how ma~y 
things you've tried, how committed you are, and how many risks you're 
willing to take. Too often people are so afraid of failure or rejection that 
they don't properly go after what they want. What if they embarrass 

. themselves? What if it's a waste of time? What if they, God forbid, hit 
rock bottom? 

Well, all of those things might very well happen. And that's okay! It 
took me a bit of time to learn that. Growing up, I was nervous and clum
sy, and very scared of taking risks. It wasn't until I was in my late teens 
that I finally learned to fail gloriously. Unfortunately, I had to get to my 
lowest point to learn. 

When I was seventeen, I was a senior in high school and doing dual en
rollment classes at a technical college. I tried to manage a full schedule 
in a new environment while working at Stone Mountain Park's Enter
tainment and Special Events, where I still work. I seemed to be handling 
things well until I failed an important test very close to finals. 

I fell apart. Most of my identity up to that point had been formed 
around getting good grades and being a good student. My anxiety that I 
had been ignoring for the past five months was not letting me sleep, or 
letting me leave the house without having a panic attack or two. On the 
way home from work one day, I had a panic attack while driving. As I 
tried to pull over, I got rear ended. The impact was so severe I passed out 
and suffered a concussion. 

Unable to complete my finals along with many other complications, 
I had to apply for a medical withdrawal from many of my courses that 
spring semester. 

It felt as though life was telling me to give up. That I would never 
amount to anything, since I couldn't even survive the smallest amount 
of pressure. It was looking unlikely for me to start college full time at 
any point in the near future. I couldn't think of anything that would have 
made me feel more defeated. 

But if life was trying to defeat someone, it should have picked a less 
stubborn person. Instead of giving up, I thought "Well, if my life has 
already fallen apart, there's really nothing I can do to make it worse. 
So screw you, life. I'm going to make this better." I tried to pick up the 
pieces. Some of my credits would still transfer. I had a mom who loved 
me and was able to support me. I had a network of caring friends . I still 
had things to be thankful for, and despite the circumstances, I consider 
myself lucky for that. 

It took getting to my lowest point to finally get rid of my fears. I'm 
thankful that I had such a supportive network of friends and family, be
cause the next year of my life was filled to the brim with glorious fail
ures, weird experiences, and some mild success. 

I decided to take a year off from school, mostly for financial reasons, 
but partly so I would learn not to value myself based on grades. I took 
care of my mental health and slowly learned how to manage my panic 
attacks. I applied for countless job opportunities and got turned down for 
a lot of them. I cut off all my hair, learned how to juggle, got promoted at 

work, got a job at the Renaissance Festival (which has provided me with 
many stories), and became a puppeteer. Eventually I ended up at GGC 
summer of 2016, and I think I can say that I'm happy. Ifl were afraid of 
failing, I would not have experienced all of these amazing things. 

In this new year, try your hardest to accomplish every one of your 
goals. Apply for that job. Learn that skill. Don't be afraid of being bad 
at something. Because let me tell you, I'm bad at so many things. I have 
zero rhythm, trip on my own feet daily, and fall down the stairs at least 
once a week, but does that stop me from dancing? Definitely not. On 
my first week of classes last fall, I had a terrible nosebleed that resulted 
in blood on my sleeves, face, and notes. Did that stop me from going 
to class? You can ask the guy who sat next to me in my eight AM An
thropology class for that answer. I have been rejected by Disney World 
three times now, but will that stop me from trying to work at that park? 
Considering I'm looking at the fall college program applications at the 
moment, probably not. 

Don't be afraid of failure, because it really is the first step to success. 
Trust me, I would know. So go out and fail gloriously, Grizzlies! 

www.fa ·. . · EnglishCJub 

Conteld kli , ,u fpr more infor otio 



GRIZZLIES SOFTBALL 2017 
SEASON PREVIEW 

The NAIA No.13 ranked team aims for another successful season 

The Georgia Gwinnett Grizzlies will begin 
the 2017 softball season with eyes on a third 
straight trip to the Association of Independent 
Institutions (A.I.I.) championship tournament. 
They also plan on going all the way in the Na
tional Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA) Softball Championship. 

The Grizzlies had a stellar 2016 campaign, . 
setting a new record for single-season wins 
by going 44-19, being ranked as high as No. 9 
during the season according to the NAIA 
Coaches' Poll before :finishing the season at 
No.15, and :finished the runner-up at the A.I.I. 
championship. 

"It's awesome to get two program records," 
head coach Kat Ihlenburg said, "but it's more 
exciting to see the progress throughout the sea
son. We've not won the elusive region champi
onship, so that's our ultimate goal this year. But 
why stop there?" 

Six players reached the 2016 All-A.I.I. First 
Team, a team comprised of 30 of the softball 
best players in the A.I.I. from around the coun
try. Ashley Beyke (2016 A.I.I. Pitcher of the 
Year), Alycia Fields, Hailey Burnham (2016 
A.I.I. Newcomer of the Year), Alyssa Hathcoat, 
Tori Heinemann, and Brashante Dareus rep
resented the Green and Gray, the most of any 
school in the league. 

While the team did lose key players to grad
uation, they were able to keep the majority of 
their core together while strengthening the team 
with transfer students and freshmen. Burnham, 
Dareus, Mary Burk, Katie Jo Goodwin, and 
Chelsi Palazzo are all returning as. seniors. 

The Grizzlies have already set a program 
record in 2017. The NAIA ranked the softball 
team the No. 13 program in the country per 
their 2017 preseason rankings. This marks the 
highest preseason spot for the Grizzlies in team 
history. 

By Ty Merrow 
Copy Editor/Sports Writer 

In the circle, the Grizzlies will rely on more 
stellar work from Palazzo and sophomore Han
sis. Palazzo recorded a 2 .11 ERA over 5 3. 0 in
nings of work while allowing a team-low 16 
earned runs (min. 50 IP). She also struck out 56 
opposing players who could only muster up a 
.211 BA against her. Hansis went 7 5 .2 innings 
during her freshman campaign, recording a 
2.78 ERA. If Hansis repeats her 2015 success 
while cutting down on her walks (42 walks in 
2016 while hitting 5 batters), she can easily be 
in the talk for A.I.I. Pitcher of the Year. 

Seniors Dareus and Burk head a strong Griz
zlies offense. Dareus led the Grizzlies in 2016 
with an insane .540 slugging percentage and 
seven home runs (min. 150 AB), :finishing the 
season with a slash line of .301/.348/.540. Burk 
increased her plate discipline between the 2015 
and 2016 season, seeing her batting average 
and her on-base percentage both increase from 
.302 to .325 and .348 to .393 respectively. Her 
:fielding percentage (FLO%) also went up from 
.950 in 2015 to .976 in 2016. 

Joining the team as transfer students are ju
niors Nicole Cook and Ashley Neal. Cook, the 
Gulf South Conference (GSCF) Freshman of 
the Year in 2015, was a part of Shorter Univer
sity's 2016 GSC Championship team, and Neal 
comes from Jackson State University where she 
was named Freshman of the Year in 2015 for 
the SouthwesternAthletic Conference (SWAC). 

Cook left Shorter after an insane 2016 sea
son, going .435/.492/.459. Neal :finished her 
2016 campaign at JSU with a slash line of 
.240/.319/.308. 

GGC added a wealth of local and out-of-state 
talent to the roster. Local freshmen RaeQuinn 
Rossetti, Kaitlyn Howell, Sydney Willhite, and 
Quentin Staton are joining the Grizzlies along 
with Anya Vandersip and Alexis Eisenberg, 
both from out-of-state to join this potent Griz-

Assistant Coach Tonya Medders works with hitters during practice. 
Photo credit, Ty Merrow 

·zlies team. Ihlenburg expects them to compete 
for starter jobs, keeping the upperclassmen on 
their toes. 

"Every year, anything's up for grabs," Ihlen
burg said. "The rookies should be pushing a 
senior to take her spot, and the transfers, they 
come in with experience. So the experience that 
they have should only elevate the returners and 
their experience, (what they) are able to bring 
to the program." 

Ihlenburg will also be relying on her veterans 
to impart the team's drive and expectations for 
the season unto the new students, transfers and 
rookies alike. 

"As returners, it's our job to translate it to the 
new people," Hansis said, "and let them know 
what we 're about and how much it all means to 
us, especially winning the conference tourna
ment on our field and getting the opportunity to 
play in the regional tournament at home, how 
big of a deal that is for us." 

The Grizzlies softball program is 12 wins 
away from reaching the 150-win plateau. 
During the program's four season history un
der Coach Ihlenburg, the Grizzlies are 13 8-71-
1 (.657), champions of the 2015 A.I.I. tourna
ment, and have made two straight appearances 
in the NAIA Softball National Championship 
Opening Round. 

The 2017 season kicks off on Feb. 10 at the 
Grizzly Softball Complex with two games 
against USC Beaufort (S.C). Game times are 
set for 2: 00 PM and 4: 00 PM. The Grizzlies 
will also face Rio Grande (Ohio) and (No.24) 
Brewton-Parker (Ga.) on Feb. 11 and 12. 

Tickets are $5 for adults, $3 for youth, se
niors, arid military, and free for children under 
five. All members of the GGC community re
ceive free admission with their Claw Card. Free 
game day parking is available in the deck at the 
entrance to the GGC campus. 

24 Aubree Cox takes some swings at practice. 
Photo credit, Ty Merrow 
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