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Chief of Police endorses LiveSafe

Board of Regents
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Georgia Gwinnett College’s new 
Public Safety web page went live on 
November 8, 2016. Chief of Police 
Terrance Schneider and Daniel Cas-
savaugh, the Director of Digital Com-
munications, addressed the recent en-
hancements to the website and spoke 
about the LiveSafe app now available 
for use on campus.

“Chief had been working with our 
team for the last several months,” Cas-
savaugh said, “trying to build this out, 
get more information on the website, 
more safety and emergency commu-
nication information out there on the 
website.”

The most prominent change is in the 
aesthetics of the page, although Cassa-
vaugh described the page as being re-
vamped and reorganized. These chang-
es follow the school’s new branding 
efforts that were implemented during 
the 2016 spring semester.

“The former Public Safety website 
was not very user-friendly. The user 
experience was not particularly great,” 
Cassavaugh said. “One of the main 
things that Public Safety wants to get 
across are these services they provide, 
what they do, how they go about doing 
their daily jobs in protecting the cam-
pus.”

The Public Safety website was tem-
porarily unavailable to students during 
the process of updating these pages. 
This prompted The Globe’s inquiry 
into the matter.

“What happened with that — these 
links are very manual,” Cassavaugh 
said in an interview following the up-
date. “We launched this site two days 
ago. We have to go through and update 
those links when it happens.”

The new Public Safety page is fully 
functional, and the technical aspects 
of development had no impact on the 
Office of Public Safety’s ability to re-
spond and serve the campus.

“What we wanted was more infor-
mation for the campus community on 
what is going on as far as safety issues 
are concerned. We wanted to make it 
easily accessible, to make it easier to 
navigate,” Chief Schneider said. “Peo-
ple have a right to know what’s hap-
pening on their campus in order to 
make appropriate decisions on person-
al safety.”

Chief Schneider welcomes students 
to contact the Office of Public Safety 
if they ever feel concerned, uncomfort-
able, or unsafe. Students can do this us-
ing the LiveSafe app that gives them a 
direct line to campus police.

The Office of Public Safety is cur-
rently performing trials of three differ-
ent safety and emergency communica-
tion applications to determine which 
will best suit the needs of GGC stu-
dents: LiveSafe, Rave Guardian, and 

In Case of Crisis.
These tools enable students to com-

municate their location and emergency 
to campus security and allows campus 
security to see and respond to these 
reports in real time. When a report is 
sent, it will appear on a digital map 
of the campus in the Office of Public 
Safety, and officers are standing by to 
immediately respond via chat and by 
other means.

“My personal preference is Live-
Safe,” Chief Schneider said, “because 
it combines the features of both Rave 
Guardian and In Case of Crisis.”

The app also features a buddy sys-
tem that will automatically alert cam-
pus security if the user fails to check 
back in after a certain amount of time. 
Students are able to take pictures of 
suspicious activities, individuals, and 
maintenance issues on their phones to 
send to security.

The Office of Public Safety will in-
tegrate the app that receives the most 
support into their official repertoire of 
tools after this trial period ends.
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Hawk flies into power lines, starts brush fire on campus
By John Preston CorBin
staff rePorter

A portion of Lonnie Harvel Bou-
levard was shut down on November 
7 following a brush fire in the woods 
north of B Building. The fire started af-
ter a hawk flew between some power 
lines, vaporized, and fell to the ground.

The Gwinnett County Department 
of Fire and Emergency Services and 
campus police responded immediate-
ly. They advised students and employ-
ees to avoid the area and find alternate 
routes to campus destinations until the 
situation was resolved. 

A small power surge affected the li-
brary and C Building when the hawk 
flew through the power lines.

“I was in class when the power 
went out a couple times,” Kate Hale, 
a freshman, said. “We all got distract-
ed because of all the sirens that were 
around.”

At 1:36 PM, a Rave Alert went out to 

all students informing them that the fire 
had been contained. No injuries were 
reported, and the fire did not pose a 
threat to campus buildings. Classes and 
daily operations went uninterrupted in 
spite of the events. 

When the hawk flew between the 
power lines, it became a living conduc-
tor that allowed the electricity to arc 
between the power lines. This is a com-
mon occurrence as squirrels, raccoons, 
birds, snakes, and other small animals 
are often the cause of power outages. 

“Frequently, when electricity of such 
power passes through a small creature, 
it is pretty much vaporized,” Sally Ra-
mey, Assistant Director of Media and 
Publications at GGC, said. “In this 
case, what was left of the hawk fell to 
the ground and apparently set the brush 
on fire.”

Recent dry conditions have made 
brush fires more likely. Much of the 
Smokey Mountains have been con-

sumed by fires throughout the month of 
November due to drought in the south-
east United States.

Fire Station 20
Photo credit, Gwinnettcounty.com

By JaCoB Bennett
news editor
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 News
City Council approves restrictions on overnight parking
By JaCoB Bennett
news editor

The Lawrenceville City Council ap-
proved an ordinance to amend city code 
to allow for a restriction on overnight 
parking at the city’s regular meeting 
on November 7, 2016. The agenda also 
included discussion of the construction 
of a gravel lot and a storage facility. 

Lawrenceville Chief of Police Ran-
dy Johnson proposed the ordinance to 
prohibit overnight parking from 10pm 
to 6am.

“It would be a complaint based en-
forcement or if it is a public safety is-
sue,” Johnson said. “Before we enforce 
this ordinance, we would educate first, 
then enforce, so everybody would be 
clear on this ordinance.”

The ordinance was approved by a 
vote of four to zero.

Statewide Wrecker Services pro-
posed construction of the gravel lot 
off West Pike Street as a place to tem-
porarily store wrecked vehicles. City 

Council Member Keith Roche ques-
tioned the suitability of the location 
for the proposed storage lot. He cited 
concerns over the noise, proximity to 
the city, and possible conflicts with a 
planned trailhead running through the 
area. The City Council tabled the issue 
until the December meeting.

Golden Eagle Partners, LLC pro-
posed the construction of the storage 
facility on Scenic Highway. The Plan-
ning and Zoning Department recom-
mended denial of the application based 
on the project’s incompatibility with 
their 2030 Master Plan’s view of the 
property as an important gateway node 
into the city. This hearing was also ta-
bled until the December agenda.

In addition, the City Council rec-
ognized four members of the City of 
Lawrenceville Electric Department for 
their charitable work in the Florida city 
of Starke following the aftermath of 
Hurricane Matthew. Gwinnett Historic Courthouse

Photo credit, Hans J E

Board of Regents invites GGC to submit Cinema and Media Arts Production major proposal
By JaCoB Bennett
news editor

The Board of Regents of the Univer-
sity System of Georgia invited Georgia 
Gwinnett College to submit a formal 
proposal for a Cinema and Media Arts 
Production major. This invitation grew 
out of an earlier media course that film 
faculty began planning in the spring of 
2014.

Dr. Danielle Williams and Dr. Stacy 
Rusnak, assistant and associate profes-
sors of film, planned the Entertainment 
and Emerging Media Studies (EEMS) 
major to provide an interdisciplinary 
approach to film and new media stud-
ies.

“The title has changed,” Dr. Wil-
liams said. “The new major is similar 
to EEMS in that it provides students 
with the knowledge and skills needed 
to be successful in the media indus-
tries.”

The Globe reported on the develop-
ing EEMS course in 2015. At the time, 
Dr. Williams and Dr. Rusnak were re-
searching and gathering data from a 
variety of sources to build a case for 
the inclusion of the potential major. 
This includes surveying student inter-
est and the projection of available job 
opportunities related to the course. 

“The program is in its final stages,” 
Dr. Williams said. “Once we receive 

the BOR’s approval, our plan is for the 
major to begin in fall 2017.”

Dr. Williams specified that achieving 
this goal is dependent on Board of Re-
gents approval. When she spoke to The 
Globe in 2015, Williams predicted that 
the EEMS degree could potentially be 
offered as early as this fall semester.

GGC received the invitation over the 
summer. Once Dr. Williams and Dr. 
Rusnak submit the final proposal, it 
may take several months for the Board 
of Regents to officially approve the 
major.

“We have not submitted the final pro-
posal to the BOR, but we will soon,” 
Dr. Williams said. “Submitting to the 

BOR is the final step.”
Considering the opening of Eagle 

Rock Studios Atlanta in Gwinnett last 
year, the CMAP major would provide 
students the skills and knowledge 
that studios need to support Georgia’s 
growing film industry. Eagle Rock 
Studios Atlanta is the nation’s largest 
television production studio housed in 
a single complex.

“We can’t discuss much about the 
specifics of the major,” Dr. Williams 
said. “However, we are very excited 
about CMAP and are looking forward 
to it being a major at GGC.”

Dean Mundie on interdisciplinary education
By Julie thomPson
editor-in-Chief

Dr. Thomas Mundie, Dean of the 
School of Science and Technology, 
believes that a broad education is im-
portant to all majors.

Mundie became Dean of GGC’s 
School of Science and Technology 
in 2006 and helped build the school 
from the ground up. The school now 
has 200 faculty — the largest school 
at GGC.

The School of Science and Technol-
ogy at GGC integrates with Liberal 
Arts subjects to educate students for 
American democracy, according to 
Dean Mundie.

Dean Mundie was raised in Ala-
bama with his sister and two brothers, 
but left home for college when he was 
selected for an ROTC scholarship. He 
flipped through different majors and 
settled on biochemistry. He complet-
ed graduate school while on the ar-
my’s educational delay. After doing 
research for the army for many years, 
Mundie went to West Point, where he 
taught for 13 years.

Q: In 2006 when GGC was found-
ed, it was established as a Liberal 

Arts school, but now the school of 
Science and Technology is the larg-
est department on campus. Has the 
school evolved? 

A: “No. There’s a sense some peo-
ple think of Lib Arts as sep-
arate from STEM and 
separate from busi-
ness and separate 
from HS, but if 
you look at the 
roots of Liber-
al Arts, it pro-
vides students 
with the broad 
education for 
democracy. 

“I think that 
in the U.S has 
changed so that it in-
fuses the Liberal Arts.  
When (students) finish their 
baccalaureate programs, they have a 
sense of the profession that they are 
going to go into. There has been a 
change, but I don’t think there’s been 
a change away from the Liberal Arts."

Q: Do you think part of that 
change involves interdisciplinary 
education?

A: “Yes. I think the need for inter-

disciplinary education is greater.
“Two of our programs in The School 

of Science and Technology, the digital 
media program and the Environmen-
tal Science program, intentionally 

have courses from the Liberal 
Arts in them.

"In Digital Media, 
we require students 

to take several art 
classes. If they 
are going to be 
[in] a digital 
media profes-
sion, they need 
to be creative.

"In the Envi-
ronmental Sci-

ence program, it 
is important for stu-

dents to not just know 
the science, but they also 

have to know public policy and eth-
ical issues."

Q: Of the School of Science and 
Technology’s core values, which 
value do you apply the most?

“I think that there’s a STEM cul-
ture in the nation at large, where a lot 
of times students coming out of high 
school, ‘I think I have to be an A stu-

dent.’
"We have produced a culture at 

GGC where students can do well in 
STEM, even if they are not in the top 
ten percent. It’s okay to stick with it 
even if you stumble with it in your 
first year or two, because if you stick 
with it, it’s going to benefit you."

Q: What are your passions?
A: “I like helping students and in-

terestingly, West Point really did that 
for me. It’s very similar to GGC in 
some ways and very different from 
GGC in some ways.  It’s a very stu-
dent engagement-oriented school, and 
there are small class sizes.

“I have lots of hobbies. I play golf, 
I was an athlete, and I really enjoy 
doing that. I have three kids and five 
grandkids.  At this stage in my life I 
like spending time with my grand-
kids."

Q: Do you have any plans for the 
holidays?

A: “Most of my holidays revolve 
around getting together with family, 
and I have a lot of family in the area, 
and I like to spend time with them.”

Photo Credit, GGC.edu
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 News
Music hard to find on GGC campus

By Paul nagy
student suBmission

Students who want a music educa-
tion at Georgia Gwinnett College will 
have to find extracurricular activities 
on campus, as GGC offers limited mu-
sic courses.

GGC will soon enter its eleventh 
year, and though most of its fifteen 
academic subjects are growing, the 
2016-2017 catalog lists only seven 
music courses with two offered in a 
“standard semester.” 

Musically-inclined GGC students 
and faculty would like to see more 

course offerings and practice spac-
es on campus, as new students are 
forced to either reconsider their music 
concentration or wait to transfer to a 
larger college to pursue that major or 
minor. 

“Having people come in and just 
leave to transfer, it hurts the college’s 
retention numbers and budgets,” Dr. 
Marc Gilley, an associate professor of 
music, said.

Hongjoon Yang, a business man-
agemet major, directs the Prelude 
Music club at GGC. Yang’s goal is to 
offer more student musicians a place 

to practice their craft and collaborate 
with other students.

“Limitations of the music curricu-
lum on campus sort of shot down my 
goal to get a music degree, so I used 
Prelude Music Club to fill that hole,” 
Yang said.

As previously reported in The 
Globe’s October 2015 edition, there 
are legislative limitations to GGC of-
fering a music major. Gilley encour-
ages the creation of a strong music 
minor rather than an upgraded major.

Music is still underrepresented in 
campus culture. Student musicians are 
forced to migrate around the grounds 
looking for a safe place to practice 
without causing a disturbance. 

“There was a professor who asked 
the percussion group outside of 
[Building B] to move because an 
exam was taking place,” Dr. Irina Es-
calante-Chernova, assistant professor 
of music, said.

Yang claims he has faced the same 
problem, with accounts of security 
even being called. 

“We need to implement a music 
program that will flesh out the campus 
culture even more,” Dr. Todd Muel-
ler, associate professor of music, said. 

“Plato wrote that music and gymnas-
tics [physical fitness] are important 
components of education.  We seem to 
be getting away from that. The arts are 
still important."

Dr. Adolfo Santos, Dean of the 
School of Liberal Arts, purchased a 
“baby” grand piano and an upright 
grand piano for student use in Cisco 
and the B Building. A third piano in-
herited from Georgia Perimeter Col-
lege is available in the Student Center.  

Gilley believes that carrying this 
movement forward will rely on stu-
dent voice and action.“The thing that 
will make the most impact will be for 
the students to, in some way, petition 
their deans in numbers, and then for 
that to move to the vice president’s 
and then the president’s level.”

The music courses currently offered 
include: Music Appreciation (MUSC 
1100), Survey of Latin Music (MUSC 
2020), Survey and Analysis of Eu-
ropean Art Music, Global Studies in 
Music (MSUC 2300), Vocal Ensem-
ble (MUSC 2500), Music Theory 
(MUSC 3050), and Music Production 
and Sound Design for Digital Media 
(MUSC 3550).

Enzo, A Member of Prelude Music Club
Photo credit, Molly Lizotte

Brian,  Kareem, and Khymani  
Photo credit, Molly Lizotte

Veterans Day Breakfast
By osCar revatta valenCia
student suBmission

Congressman Rob Woodall joined 
the Coalition of Veterans Engagement 
and other organizations for the Third 
Annual Veteran’s Day breakfast at 
Georgia Gwinnett College on the third 
floor lounge of the Student Center No-
vember 11th.

“Thank you for letting me come 
out,” Congressman Rob Woodall, who 
represents the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, said. 

Congressman Woodall expressed 
gratitude towards the organizations 
that participated in the breakfast. 
These include the Office of Veterans 
Success and the Coalition of Veterans 
Engagement (SVA), Readiness and 
Trust.

The recipient, John Maison, Veter-
ans Success Coordinator, initiated the 
program with the event’s slogan, “In 
honor of all who have served,” and 
GGC ROTC opened the breakfast 
with a presentation of the colors.

Maison introduced C.O.V.E.R.T. 

as a chapter of Students Veterans of 
America - a coalition of student-veter-
an groups located on colleges through-
out the U.S. and around the world.

SVA supports over 500,000 veter-
ans located at over 1,300 colleges and 
universities. SVA has awarded over 
$1 million in scholarships to veterans 
since 2011. SVA works with members 
of Congress to ensure protection of 
the G.I. Bill, that college is accessible 
and affordable, and that veterans are 
well represented on Capitol Hill.

The American Legion Post 232 
of Snellville, GA was invited as a 
guest of honor. Veterans from Coali-
tion of Veterans Engagement, Readi-
ness, and Trust accompanied Maison, 
who placed 250 miniature U.S. flags 
around campus prior to the event at 
six AM.

Veteran Chris Brown who is also a 
C.O.V.E.R.T. member presented give-
aways and prizes in a trivia game. 
Brown, who is a Software Develop-
ment Major and an SGA Senator, in-
troduced himself as “Chris Brown the 
original, not the singer.” He posed 

questions for the Trivia game. He 
asked questions like “in what branch 
in the armed forces did Elvis Presley 
serve?” Afterwards, Brown recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance facing the GGC 
flagpole.

Congressman Woodall closed the 
ceremony with thanks to everyone 
who participated. “Lend me your 
voice. Let me be your partner,” Con-

gressman Woodall said. “Let me serve 
you.”  

Veteran’s Day was called Armistice 
Day before the end of WWII. It be-
came a federal holiday after a tem-
porary cessation of hostilities was 
declared between Germany and the 
Allied Nations in WWI.

GGC Veterans gathered on the lawn
Photo credit, Georgia Gwinnett College Facebook

Prelude Music Club Meeting
Photo credit, Molly Lizotte
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 News
Gwinnett County faces allegations of voter suppression 

By traCy martin
student suBmission

Voter rights groups accused Georgia 
of voter suppression when it redrew 17  
House of Representative districts in the 
Atlanta area. 

The lawsuit claims Gwinnett Coun-
ty is in direct violation of Section 2 of 
the Voting Rights Act because its dis-
trict boundary maps favor the county’s 
white population. 

Section 2 of The Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 “prohibits voting practices or 
procedures that discriminate on the 
basis of race, color,” according to the 
Department of Justice website.

The Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law filed the lawsuit in 
the U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of Georgia on behalf of con-
cerned citizens, the state branch of the 
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP), 
and the Georgia Association of Latino 
Elected Officials (GALEO). 

“Despite together constituting 53.3% 
of the county’s population, Black, Lati-

no and Asian-American voters have 
been denied an equal opportunity to 
elect candidates of their choice,” the 
lawsuit reads. 

Emmet Bondurant, a prominent At-
lanta voting rights attorney, said that 
the allegations were worth looking 
into. “I would need to see the demo-
graphics of the district before and af-
ter (redistricting),” the Atlanta Journal 
Constitution reports. “But if the pre-
cincts moved were overwhelmingly 
minority precincts, the likelihood of a 
(voting rights) violation is very high.”

The voter's rights group argue that 
the Board of Commissioners drew its 

district lines to give white people a ma-
jority in every district. 

 “Gwinnett County likes to talk a lot 
about diversity, but their actions say 
another,” Jerry Gonzalez, GALEO’s 
executive director, said. “We want 
neighborhood voting, and we want our 
elected officials to reflect the commu-
nity.”  

Voter suppression is not to be con-
fused with voter fraud. According to 
The Brennan Center of Justice at New 
York University of Law, voter fraud 
“occurs when individuals cast a bal-
lot knowing that they are ineligible to 
vote, in an attempt to defraud the elec-

tion system.” 
“County commissioners redraw new 

district lines after every 10-year cen-
sus, but the state legislator approves 
the new districts before they’re im-
plemented,” a representative from the 
Legislative and Reapportionment of-
fice said. “They come into the office 
and we go over the maps together.” 

Critics of the current system want 
an independent citizen redistricting 
commission that uses nonpartisan stan-
dards to draw districts that follow the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. This com-
mission would demand adherence to 
the principle of “one person, one vote.”

 “Someone has to decide how to draw 
the lines, but we have gerrymandered 
ourselves into a noncompetitive situa-
tion where 80% of all general election 
seats go unchallenged,” Jeff Ploussard, 
head of Georgia Redistricting Coali-
tion, said. 

“We want the county school districts 
to be redrawn,” Jerry Gonzalez said 
when asked about what the claimants 
hope to achieve with the lawsuit.Georgia Voter Sticker

Photo credit, Katelyn Lindsey
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Campus Catholics 
Thursdays 7-9 pm Room C1220 

 

 
 
What we are about: 
Are you Catholic at Georgia Gwinnett College and have questions 
about your faith? Do you want a group of friends to support you as 
you continue on your faith journey? Campus Catholics is just for 
you. Just scan the code and click to join. We can’t wait to meet you 

When: 

Thursdays 
7:00 – 9:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Location: Room  C 1220 

 

Contact: Michelle Hamilton 

Mhamilton5@ggc.edu 

470-312-5940  

 
 
 

 
Get Involved 
If you are interested in joining us, use 
the QR code to get to Get-involved at 
GGC, use your login info and click the 
join button. 

Free Food! 
One Big Family 

Lots of Fun! 
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 News
Presidential election results wash over GGC
By ty merrow
dePuty CoPy editor

Republican Presidential candidate 
Donald Trump triumphed over Dem-
ocratic Presidential candidate Hillary 
Clinton on November 8th, an unex-
pected result which shocked the coun-
try.

According to Politico, Trump re-
ceived 306 electoral votes, and Clinton 
received 232. Clinton won the popu-
lar vote with 62,523,126 votes versus 
Trump’s 61,201,031.

An overall somber air pervaded the 
grounds of Georgia Gwinnett College 
on November 9th as students and fac-
ulty tried to go about their respective 
business following the end of the Unit-
ed States ugly Presidential election 
campaign.

President Stanley Preczewski sent 
out on email titled “Who We Are…” 
on November 11th. It was sent out due 
to concerns that GGC community’s 
members expressed about the election 
and national debate

“Let me assure you that the health 
and safety of our GGC campus com-
munity is my top priority,” Dr. Prec-
zewski’s statement read. “According-
ly, I will make sure that we provide 
the necessary resources to make ALL 
members of our GGC family feel safe 
and welcome.”

“Know too, that the genius of the 
American system is found in its unique 
ability to leverage the goodness, intel-
ligence, and compassion of all Ameri-
cans.”

While Dr. Preczewski’s statement 
did address concerns about campus 
safety given the recent uptick in hate 
crimes and rhetoric across the country, 
it did not mention either of the can-
didates and their policies nor address 
anything else about the election.

The Globe interviewed a diverse 
pool of GGC’s students and faculty to 
see how Trump’s win affected them.

The Globe reached out to Dr. Precze-
wski’s office for an interview and was 
denied. His office did emphasize that 
any opinions expressed by GGC facul-
ty do not represent GGC.

Most everyone spoken to – from 
Liberal to Conservative to indifferent 
– concerning the election was shocked 
at the results.

“I was 99% sure that Hillary Clinton 
would win,” Dr. Dovile Budryte, an 
associate professor of political science, 
said. “If you look at many predictions, 
with some exceptions, many people 
did believe that Hillary Clinton had a 
strong lead and would win, and I trust-
ed those predictions as well.”

“It’s crazy how someone with no real 
open door to become President can be-
come President,” Darrick Alvarez, an 
international financing major, said.

“I watched until three in the morn-
ing in utter shock,” Alexander Coff-
man, a junior English major, said, “…
it was pretty crazy. On one hand, I was 
concerned because this was a very re-
portedly right wing candidate, but at 
the same time, kind of just watching it 
blow up for the Democrats…was kind 
of, in a strange way, slightly satisfy-
ing.”

A few students who supported Trump 
were either surprised or expectant.

“I felt pretty positive about it,” Jake 
Bond, a senior biotechnology ma-
jor, said. “I wanted Trump to win…It 
wasn’t stressful, but it was suspense-
ful.”

The majority of students and faculty 
interviewed expressed concerns about 
Trump throughout the week following 
the election, lamenting what his win 
means for the country, climate, civil 
liberties, etc.

“I think the reason people are afraid 
in a different way than in previous 
election cycles is because the rhetoric 
he used to get elected makes it very 
hard to predict what he will actually 
do,” Dr. Matthew Paproth, an associate 
professor of English, said.

“I was working at Brenau here in 
Georgia [during the 2000 Presiden-
tial election], and so many of my col-
leagues and many of my students were 
divided,” Dr. Budryte said. “I do not 
remember this outward rejection of 
the winning candidate. Once again, we 
see the failure of the Electoral College, 
twice in 16 years already, so something 
is clearly wrong, but I do not remem-
ber such a toxic atmosphere.”

“Very few presidents have used such 
a hateful and fearful tactic to win the 
presidency,” Maicey Melville, a se-
nior English major, said. “He literally 
attacked and criticized every minority 
in the country, and people are fearful 
for their lives…It’s just a bad exam-
ple, and it’s not a representation of the 
country.”

Students happy about either Trump’s 
win or Clinton’s defeat were most ex-
cited about Trump’s recently released 
100-day plan.

“I really support the term limits that 
he’s going to try to impose on Con-
gress, the repeal of Obamacare, and 
how he wants greater freedom of ed-
ucation choice,” Bond said. “Through-
out the board, it seems like he’s very 
much for choice of education.”

“These first 100 days will be really 
interesting to see some of the policies 
he moves with, moves forward with,” 
Joshua Bryant, a sophomore structural 
engineering major, said.

Interviewers were also asked about 
the anti-Trump protests taking place 
across the United States. Some be-
lieved it was the protesters’ constitu-

tional right to voice their displeasure 
as long as the protests were not violent. 
Others felt that the protests were point-
less.

“I’m not really sure what they’re 
protesting against except, like, democ-
racy,” a student who wished to remain 
anonymous said.

“I think it’s a shame that they’re pro-
testing,” said Bryant. “I think that it’s 
very rebellious. I think that it’s very 
ridiculous because it doesn’t change 
anything…You’ve got to support the 
choice that the democracy made…You 
don’t disrespect your leaders.”

“I see it as a bastion of democracy to 
be able to protest, not the result, but the 
fact that you disagree with the ideas he 
espouses,” Ricardo Echeverria, an En-
glish major, said.

While most interviewees were not 
empathetic with others with differing 
political views, they almost universal-
ly pushed for peace and understanding 
in the future.

“I’m a Christian, and I believe in 
praying for our leaders,” Dr. Ernest 
Ricks, Jr., an assistant professor of bi-
ology, said. “I’m going to hope that the 
divisive nature of his campaign isn’t 
what I see throughout his presidency.”

“Everyone reacted to this election 
differently and is responding now at 
their own pace,” Dr. Paproth said. 
“One of the messages I’m trying to tell 
the people in my life is to let people 
deal with this in their own ways.”

“We are going to get through this,” 
Elizabeth Vance, a senior English ma-
jor, said. “I hope it doesn’t create that 
negative impression of us as people 
because I still believe we’re a beauti-
ful country. we need to stay together as 
a people instead of letting differences 
divide us.”

GGC welcomes Moe's Southwest Grill
By elena Jonson
student suBmission

Moe’s, a local Atlanta restaurant, 
made its debut on the Georgia Gwin-
nett College campus fall semester of 
2016 in answer to student demand for 
healthier, fresher food.

Victoria Hanson, Director of Auxil-
iary Services, said that GGC partnered 
up with Justin P. Solomon of Aramark 
to see how they could add value to the 
existing services offered. 

"There wasn't enough variety, and 
[the students] didn't like the food," 
Hanson said. "When GGC brought on 
Aramark, we brainstormed to come 
up with something based on what the 
students said they wanted to have."

Justin Solomon, former Senior Food 
Services Director, said that the chang-
es were a response to meet the needs 
of the students.  Based on results from 
Grizzly Dining’s Voice of the Con-
sumer surveys, the students wanted 
"healthier, fresh options and, time and 
time again, they wanted Mexican," 
Solomon said.  

Solomon said that Moe's is a fresh, 

healthier option. "The meat and veg-
gies are cut in-house every day," he 
said. Mr. Solomon stressed that Moe's 
could accommodate the dietary needs 
of most students beyond the freshness 
of the ingredients. Moe’s offers more 
than 20 freshly prepared ingredients 
including grass-fed steak and organic 
tofu. 

Well-balanced, healthy vegetarian 
options can be hard to come by in a 
fast-food service. Tracy Martin, a se-
nior English major, likes that she can 
find a “complete protein” by the com-
bination of black beans and rice she 
can get at Moe's. Healthy fats found 
in the guacamole are also a big plus.

"There are a variety of vegetarian 
protein choices and different foods 
loaded with vitamins," Sunny Gang-
wal, a senior English major, said. He 
added that he was happy with the ad-
dition of Moe's to the dining options 
and that the restaurant met his vege-
tarian needs well. 

The annual Harris Poll survey 
ranked Moe's Southwest Grill the 
most popular brand serving Mexi-
can-inspired food in 2016.  USA To-

day stated that Harris Poll surveyed 
over 97,000 consumers who voted 
Moe's as their favorite place to grab a 
quick bite to eat when they were crav-
ing Mexican. 

Founded in Atlanta in 2000, Moe’s 
makes the second Atlanta-based 
restaurant chain Grizzly Dining of-
fers, along with the Chick-Fil-A. The 

fact that it is a local restaurant "was 
certainly a draw" to adding the restau-
rant to the campus, Solomon said.  

Moe's serves their Southwestern 
fare "in a quirky, fun atmosphere," 
Monday-Thursday 10:30am-9:00 pm 
and Fridays from 10:30-4:00 pm, as 
listed on the Grizzly Dining website 
page.

Students lined up outside of Moe's
Photo credit, Julie Thopson
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Hijab Day raises awareness for Muslim culture 
By Julie thomPson
editor-in-Chief

The Muslims’ Student Association 
(MSA) at Georgia Gwinnett College 
hosted a Muslim awareness event on 
November 15, 2016 to break miscon-
ceptions about women who wear hi-
jabs. The event took place outside the 
Student’s Center from 2-4 P.M.

“A lot of people see a lot of Mus-
lim girls wearing a hijab, and they 
have this false narrative where they 
are forced or oppressed to wear the 
hijab,” Fethi Basha, MSA treasurer, 
said. “This is to show it is a choice.”

Because women who wear hi-
jabs are unmistakably Muslim, they 
are targets for Islamophobic bigot-
ry. Lina Said, an English major and 
MSA’s Treasurer, explains that she 
decided to start wearing the hijab 
when she was in middle school, even 
though her mother did not wear the 
scarf until after marriage. 

“I get to choose. It’s cultural,” Said 
explained. “Some people will have 
different customs. People from dif-
ferent countries."

Since Donald Trump was elected, 
reports of intimidation of Muslim 

Americans have increased and many 
live in fear. Muslim students at Geor-
gia Gwinnett College desire to in-
crease awareness about their culture. 

When asked how she responded 
to Trump’s election, Maryam Riaz, 
MSA’s student advisor, responded, 
“Knowing that those people support-
ing him for maybe the wrong reasons 
have won, and being from a family 
where most of the women wear hi-
jabs, it’s kind of scary. It’s like a 
spotlight on them for people to attack 
them.”

“I think it’s necessary because 
there is a lot of misinformation, there 
are a lot of misconceptions about 
Islam, and so we have to do events 
like this,” Basha said. “It’s not even 
that it’s good, it’s just that we have to 
keep pushing to invite others.”

A mosque in New York City Brook-
lyn’s campus was vandalized only 
hours after Mr. Trump’s election and 
someone wrote Trump on the build-
ing. The community was shocked, 
but no one was harmed, The Los An-
geles Times Reports.  

 MSA hosted events like hijab day 
so that non-Muslims can try on the 
scarf and learn more about the Mus-

lim culture.  
Laura Braden, junior nursing ma-

jor, was surprised that the hijab she 
tried on was actually from H&M, a 
store where she likes to shop.

“Christians can wear hijabs, too. 
It’s all about your views on what you 
want to show,” Braden said.

A Muslim woman who wears a hi-
jab is always in the public eye, ac-
cording to Said. Observers often 
translate her actions and make gen-
eral assumptions based on her behav-
ior.

“It’s like you have a label on you 
before they know you,” Mahrukh 
Riaz, a member of MSA, said.  “It’s a 
good thing sometimes. It affects ev-
ery part of your life. It’s not a chal-
lenge like everyone thinks it is. It’s 
just a blessing that no one knows 
about.”

When asked if she ever felt ostra-
cized at GGC, Said explained that 
people at GGC were more accepting 
than people at her high school. She 
explained that if more people asked 
questions and learned about Muslim 
culture, then people would not need 

to “be so safe.” She’s often met with 
strange looks from people, but she 
is determined to keep a positive at-
titude.

“We’re not all extremists, you can 
be a Muslim American, you can be 
an American Muslim, whichever you 
prefer first,” Riaz said.

Riaz explained that she now fears 
for her mother who wears a hijab 
and has difficulty communicating in 
English. She expressed that many 
Muslims felt betrayed after the out-
come of the election when they have 
worked so hard in the country. 

With 3.3 million in America, Mus-
lims make up 1% of the national 
population. This number is even 
smaller in Georgia and Gwinnett 
country, where Muslims have little 
to no voice. MSA hopes that in time, 
a practicing Muslim will succeed in 
being elected so that the country can 
benefit from more diversity.

“We have to open dialogue, but 
sometimes it’s hard. Some people are 
not interested, but others listen and 
ask questions," Basha said.

Students participate in Hijab Day
Photo credit, Julie Thompson

Students participate in Hijab Day
Photo credit, Julie Thompson

Smoke coming from North Georgia mountains
By alexander uriBe
staff rePorter

Pockets of smoke are settling in the 
Metropolitan Atlanta Area and north-
ern parts of Georgia. The smoke is 
a byproduct of a number of wildfires 
burning across North Georgia, which 
have consumed over 20,000 acres of 
land, according to the Fire Department.

Earlier this month, citizens of Metro 
Atlanta went to work witnessing a sub-
tle “smog.” This “smog” was actually 
smoke coming from the wildfires.  

The wildfires are continuing to burn 
throughout North Georgia. The biggest 
fire is the Rough Ridge fire. Fire offi-
cials claim that only 20% of the flames 
are contained so far. A few residents 
have had to evacuate the area because 
of the fires. This includes homes near 
Rock Mountain. Firefighters are con-
tinuing to contain the fires in North 
Georgia as this unfortunate event con-
tinues. 

A code red air quality alert was is-
sued by The Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources. The Environmental 
Protection Division issued a Code Red 
air quality alert in Atlanta on Monday, 
November 14.  According to the EPA, 

“A code red Air Quality Index means 
everyone may begin to experience 
some adverse health effects, and mem-
bers of the sensitive groups may expe-
rience more serious effects.”

Citizens are concerned of inhaling 
the fumes from the wildfires in North 
Georgia. “The smoke is affecting Ful-
ton County’s residents with breathing 
problems and small children with de-
veloping lungs,”  Deputy Chief Charles 
Wesley Stubbs said. “It is recommend-
ed that these people stay inside if at all 
possible.”

“Some doctors are reporting seeing 
more patients coming in for inhalers 
and other treatments because of the ir-
ritation,” Tiffany Clifford, Executive 
Director of Disability Resources Cen-
ter in Northeast Georgia, said.

Some schools like North View High 
School in Fulton County have a closed 
campus, in which students can travel 
from class to class while still staying 
inside, but most schools require stu-
dents to travel outside from building to 
building, much like Georgia Gwinnett 
College. This puts students at risk to 
inhale the smoke.

“The smoke is settling in Gwinnett,”  
Public Information Officer Captain 

Tommy Rutledge of the Gwinnett Fire 
Department said. According to Rut-
ledge, Gwinnett and multiple other 
counties are taking action in response 
to this event.

“The Gwinnett County Department 
of Fire and Emergency Services is 
supporting the current temporary sus-
pension on outdoor burning imposed 
by the Georgia Forestry Commission,” 
Captain Rutledge said.

Anyone can be affected by the 
smoke. “People are being encouraged 
to stay indoors, especially those who 
have breathing issues,” Clifford said.

Georgia winds have carried the 
smoke as far as Macon. The smoke was 
visible at Georgia Gwinnett College, 
and many students wondered where it 
was coming from.

“I thought it was coming from the 
woods nearby,” Devin Hamilton, a 
student majoring in marketing, said. “I 
had no idea of the scale of the situa-
tion.” 

Yanir Ramzi, a Dacula resident who 
attends GGC, did not think the smoke 
could affect human health like this. 

“I go outside my house and all I see 
is this gray smoke. Although it had a 
strong smell, I thought nothing of it,” 

Ramzi said. After he was informed 
about the potential hazards, he said, 
“I am considering getting a face mask 
now to avoid inhaling the smoke.”

Firefighter Cody Henderson 
Photo credit, Curtis Compton

Fire in Rabun County
Photo credit, Curtis Compton



November 2016 07

 Arts & Culture

Wildfire
By nathan doty

student suBmission

Informed of a wildfire, one that could
Cause serious damage, so I look, alone.

The night sky providing just enough
Light, guiding me to the forest. 

Walking into the wood blanketed by darkness
I do see a single ember twinkling, a dangerous sight.

But when I approach, the ember has faded, 
Faded quietly, smothered by the shadows

With no trace it ever existed. If it did exist.
Could it have been my imagination? Some sort of mirage?

I backtrack through the trees and hear the crunch,
Crunch of leaf corpses littering the ground, 

Turning brown and decaying.
Light offered by my lantern my only ally

Something, someone tells me to turn around.
The ember has returned, evolving before my eyes 
Into a small fire, sending me rushing into action.

Snuffing out the flames, I turn back
A wall of flame caging me, 

No escape, no way out,
Flames rage higher

Choking on the smoke, I look at the blaze
 I gaze at the flames

The orange performers continue to dance
Crackling loudly and cooking the ground

Their work causing shockwaves
Felt throughout the world.

And me left trapped in the center
Of the smoldering blaze  

Student and faculty recital brings mu-
sic and culture to campus
By John Preston CorBin
staff rePorter

Students and music faculty at Geor-
gia Gwinnett College performed for a 
recital on November 7. It took place 
in Cisco Auditorium and featured 
new music faculty member, Dr. Phil 
Snyder.

“We would like to see GGC as a 
cultural hub or a cultural center for 
the Lawrenceville or Greater Gwin-
nett community,” Dr. Todd Mueller, 
professor of music, said. “A place 
where people could come and experi-
ence culture through music. Basical-
ly, we would like the concert series to 
act as this.”

As part of the Excursions Concert 
Series that GGC’s music department 
hosts every semester, the recital 
served the department’s goal of mak-
ing the campus a hub for culture. 

The evening began with a rendition 
of Beethoven’s Sonata for Piano & 
Violin in F Major, Op. 24, “Spring” 
with Dr. Rachel Fischer on violin and 
Dr. Soojung Jeon on piano. Accord-
ing to Dr. Fischer, Beethoven bridges 
the gap between the Classical era and 
the Romantic era, which lead her to 
choose the piece. 

Immediately after was Dr. Phil 
Synder, performing three pieces on 
classical guitar. Among them was an 
arrangement of Duke Ellington’s “In 
the Mood.” Originally arranged by 
Arr. J. Vieux, it took Dr. Snyder an 
entire month to transcribe the guitar 
version of the song by ear. 

“I love performing,” said Dr. Syn-
der. “They are some of my favorite 
pieces.” 

Snyder is new to GGC this semes-
ter. He is renowned for his ability on 

classical guitar and is a member of 
The Georgia Guitar Quartet, an en-
semble that travels around the United 
States.

“I thought everyone’s performance 
was well-rounded and of a great vari-
ety,” Emily Rand, a sophomore biol-
ogy major, said. Rand was one of the 
student performers at the recital. Her 
set list included a rendition of Bee-
thoven’s Piano Sonata No. 8, “Peth-
étique” as well as an arrangement of 
Matthew Bellamy’s “Newborn” that 
she wrote herself. 

The Excursions Concert Series was 
started by Dr. Marc Gilley and Dr. 
Catherine Kilroe-Smith. 

“Marc Gilley was our first music 
appreciation faculty member here,” 
Dr. Mueller said. “He worked with 
Catherine Kilroe-Smith to build the 
first versions of this series.”

The first concert series took place 
during the 2013-2014 semester. The 
music department received a grant 
in 2013 that allowed to bring profes-
sional musicians to campus. 

“We have had traditional Chinese 
orchestras,” Dr. Mueller said. “We 
have had drumming groups that rep-
resent music from all over the world. 
We’ve had a lot of different groups 
come in. We had two years of that 
grant, and so we could pay artists to 
come in and it was great.”

Eventually the funding for the grant 
ran out, and the department has been 
supplementing the professionals with 
music faculty. 

“We were stuck with asking friends 
and colleagues to perform,” Dr. 
Mueller said. “That’s why it’s essen-
tial we have the faculty/student recit-
al and we give one every semester.”

Dr. Rachel Fischer's perfomance
Photo credit, John Preston Corbin

Christmas on Pike Street
anonymous student suBmission

It's Christmas time on Pike Street. Rain falls 
on my windshield--like watercolor drops 

of a surrealist painting. Red and green lights twinkle and I yield
to the traffic of thoughts I should repress.

Green hangs high like electric mistletoe. My thoughts flicker 
and I press the accelerator to join the throng 

of lonely people making their way along the street. It's not the 
Christmas I imagined, but the swirling drops 

on my window pane squiggle up when they should go down
 And I know that loving you from a distance is the only option.

Budweiser Clydesdales in Downtown Lawrenceville
Photo credit, Bruce Johnson

Quinn Mayes, Autumn Lockhart, and Ogechi Azubuike 
Photo credit, Julie Thompson
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Alicia Keys' Here tries to do too much in one album
By Katelyn lindsey
design editor

Here by Alicia Keys -  one of the 
most highly anticipated albums of 
2016 -  released November as Keys’ 
first album since Girl on Fire in 2012.  
Keys is  popular artist, defined by pi-
ano and velvety vocals, and in this al-
bum, the focus turns to percussion and 
ethnic grit common in other promi-
nent African American artists.

The album opens with spoken word 
about overcoming struggle and pres-
ents the ideas of the entire album. It 
sets an ominous tone emphasized by 
percussive beats. However, halfway 
through the album, these thematic ele-
ments seem to drop entirely.

“The Gospel,” track two, has that 
iconic blend of Keys’ gritty staccato 
vocals to create an energizing look 
into life in the ghetto propelled by a 
808 electronic drum. This bouncy beat 
carries over into “Pawn it All,” track 
three, but the song redefines the tone 
with melodic vocals that are enhanced 
by a choral accompaniment that sup-
ports the chorus.

Track five, “Kill Your Mama,” fol-
lows the trend of Hip-Hop going 
Country established by Beyonce’s 
“Daddy Lessons” earlier this year. 
The deconstructed delta blues paired 
with Keys’ emotional lyrics reinforce 
the somber mood and provide a cohe-
siveness of sound.

The star song off the album is track 

eight, “Illusion of Bliss.” All of the an-
ticipation established by the first sev-
en tracks culminates into this haunt-
ing narrative of the life of an addict. 
Keys’ vocals are desperate, angry, and 
culminate in a passionate scream that 
leaves you breathless.  “Illusion of 
Bliss” thrives on classic R&B patterns 
and sounds and feels like a huge tri-
umph for Key’s career.

Key’s released “Blended Family 
(What You Do For Love)” as a single 
promoting the album. The ninth track 
is actually one of the weakest songs 
on the album's and marks the thematic 
shift from grit to pop that dominates 
the rest of the album.

“Work On It” is a song that suffers 
from repetition. While Keys’ vocals 
continue to engage the audience, it’s 
the instrumentation that lets the song 
down. After the first minute of track 
ten, there’s nothing new to listen to. 
The last half offers nothing to revital-
ize otherwise decent ideas.

With track twelve, “Girl Can’t Be 
Herself,” Keys’ lyrics begin focusing 
on preaching for equality and love, 
and the song does a decent job of 
avoiding becoming too generic. The 
use of steel drums and strong Carib-
bean influences keeps the listener in-
terested as she confronts the issue of 
body image.

The final three tracks of the album 
continue down this theme. While it’s 
an admirable cause, Keys’ lyrics seem 
uninspired and expected. Keys is a 

presumably straight woman singing 
about queer struggles that she hasn’t 
personally experienced, which makes 
the songs feel insincere. On their own, 
the songs have the potential to be real-
ly good, but in unison they feel repet-
itive and preachy. 

The album ends on a flat note with 
“Holy War,” which takes up an admi-
ral mantle against hate, but is com-
posed in a way that intrinsically de-
nies the listener any satisfaction. Keys 
uses minor shifts during the bridge 
when the listener expects a major 
shift, and when the chorus hits her vo-

cals are diffused by an echoing effect 
that erases their impact. As the final 
song of an album, “Holy War” com-
pletely misses the mark and leaves the 
listener asking “Is this really it?”

A tonal shift in an album isn’t nec-
essarily a bad thing. Plenty of albums 
provide two different sounds and do 
not sacrifice the flow of the album as 
a whole. Unfortunately, Here doesn’t 
quite achieve that – but that isn’t to 
say that the music is bad. The album 
might have benefitted as either an 
A-side and a B-side release, or as two 
separate albums.

Cover of Alicia Keys' album Here
Photo credit, Paola Kudacki 

Black Student Union puts soul in cafe
By Julie thomPson
editor-in-Chief

Georgia Gwinnett College’s Black 
Student Union (BSU) hosted Soul 
Café, an event that featured live per-
formances, free wings, other appetiz-
ers on November 2, 2016. The event 
celebrated African American culture 
and focused on Black Lives Matter.

One hundred fifty students attend-
ed the politically charged event. BSU 
screened a short documentary around 
6:30 P.M. before the performances 
began in LVIS. Eleven students per-
formed.

The video contained questions 
about what students thought about 
Black Lives Matter. It featured a se-
ries of student interviews. Afterwards, 
the screening switched to questions.

“We’ve been formulating the kind of 
theme we would like, but what really 
brought this show together is the per-

formance,” BSU President Jazmine 
McDonald, a junior history education 
major, said. “And then we just come 
up with a theme to show the vision 
that we have as an executive board.”

The BSU dance troupe set the pace 
for the evening with an energetic rou-
tine. The three dancers performed a 
hip-hop number to a melody of songs 
including “Panda” by Designer and 
Beyoncé’s “Flawless.”

BSU’s Vice President, Damani 
Lewis, a sophomore, thanked BSU 
for their performance when it ended. 
He and Shaliya Hammond emceed the 
event. Lewis also performed an orig-
inal song called “Milo” with R-rated 
lyrics.

“They’re speaking from the heart 
about what’s going on in the world. 
I think it’s really beneficial for a lot 
of people, especially Black people,” 
Khoebie Gray, a pre-nursing freshman 
and one of the emcees, said.  

“Invaders” was a poem that ex-
plained how a Black woman feels be-
ing watched as she scans the shopping 
aisles. The rhythm carried words that 
claimed the institution of slavery had 
not yet ended.The performer, who in-
troduced herself only as Liz, calmly 
said, “The enslavers call the enslaved 
intruders.”

Aztec Speech, a.k.a. Alfredo Coro-
na Jr., a junior history education ma-
jor, performed two rap songs about his 
heritage and being a Chicano rapper. 
“If you from Atlanta, GA, make some 
noise,” Corona, Jr. said as he paced 
the floor.

John Preston Corbin, a junior En-
glish major who also writes for The 
Globe, performed an original song 
called ‘Broken Record.” His fingers 
touched a keyboard while he sang 
the lyrics “I’m almost faded. I’m al-
most--.”

“Thank you very much,” said 

Corbin, leaving as the song ended 
abruptly on staccato.

Dozens of students filed in line for 
a course of wings and veggies served 
during the intermission.

“You can’t really critique the cre-
ativity,” Alexis Williams, a fresh-
man psychology major, said. Her 
friends agreed as she spoke.  “I like 
the creativity and the bond everybody 
brought to the table. I thought every-
thing was amazing. Everything was 
clean and creative. “

According to BSU President Mc-
Donald, the RSO began preparing for 
the event during summer 2016.

Besides the spacious stage, tables 
with bowls of chips and dip filled the 
room. They continued to fill when the 
performances began.

“That’s what this event is about. 
This event is about Soul Café. It 
comes from the Soul,” Williams said.

STaRS contest celebrates STEM
By Katelyn lindsey
design manager

The School of Science and Technol-
ogy (SST) is hosting a t-shirt design 
contest to celebrate the third annual 
Science Technology and Research 
Symposium and bring awareness to 
STEM activities on campus.

“This event, abbreviated ‘STaRS,’ 
is an opportunity for students at GGC 

to showcase their academic activities 
that involve science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics,” Dr. Cin-
dy Achat-Mendes, assistant professor 
of biology,  said.

The contest is open to all currently 
enrolled GGC students. “Our goal is 
to promote campus-wide awareness of 
all STEM-related activities at GGC,” 
Achat-Mendes, said. “Also, we think 
this will encourage competitive de-

signs that reflect the innovative spirit 
of STaRS.”

The winner of the contest will be 
picked by GGC students and the 
STaRS committee during the Sympo-
sium on April 11th. The winner will 
be announced after the event, and 
the design will be used on the 2018 
STaRS t-shirts.

STaRS consists of student presenta-
tions of their scientific research from 

class projects in the School of Science 
and Technology and demonstrations 
of technology used in class, such as 
making ice cream with liquid nitro-
gen. There will be hands-on STEM 
activities, SST student club activities, 
and representatives from Graduate, 
Pharmacy, and Medical School Ad-
missions.

The contest opened on November 
1st and closes March 31st.
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Pre-election survey, post-election results
By JessiCa via
student suBmission

Dr. Jan Odom’s Honors “Rhetoric 
in Politics” class conducted a survey 
among students on GGC’s campus be-
ginning on November 1st and ending 
November 8th. The survey contained 
ten questions through Survey Monkey 
that were anonymously answered, and 
the results yielded some surprises.

As I observed the reports, one par-
ticular question and its results grabbed 
my attention – “Are you politically in-
formed?” To my amazement, approx-
imately 81% of the 205 students that 
participated in the survey answered 
“Yes.”

In an era of technology like never 
seen before, social media and its role 
in the public perception of news has 
provided a fast way for misinformation 
and opinions to be received by a large 
audience. A large concern lies in what 
is information and what is misinforma-
tion. 

While studying rhetoric in politics in 
Dr. Odom’s class, I observed outside of 
class just how much misinformation is 
spread via “memes” or Facebook posts: 
“The election of Donald J. Trump is 

perhaps the starkest illustration yet that 
across the planet, social networks are 
helping to fundamentally rewire hu-
man society. They have subsumed and 
gutted mainstream media. They have 
undone traditional political advantages 
like fund-raising and access to adver-
tising,” Farhad Manjoo in The New 
York Times said.

A recent example of misinforma-
tion circulating via Facebook is writ-
ten by Yochi Dreazen in the Vox, “FBI 
AGENT SUSPECTED IN HILLARY 
EMAIL LEAKS FOUND DEAD IN 
APPARENT MURDER-SUICIDE. 
The article ricocheted across Face-
book and gained tens of thousands of 
shares despite the fact that there is no 
such thing as the “Denver Guardian” 
and that the “story” in question is a 
complete fabrication,” which supports 
Manjoo’s assertion that social-net-
working is undoing traditional ways of 
sending and receiving news.

Decades ago, communication was 
best explained by “The Communi-
cation Triangle” which is no longer 
taught in classrooms. The triangle 
would begin with the sender who then 
selects the medium that will convey a 
clear message to the receiver. Typical-

ly, in an ideal world, the message sent 
would be accurate information that was 
understood by both the sender and re-
ceiver. However, the triangle’s direc-
tion has been reversed due to the new 
age of increased social media usage 
and the dependence to which the mass-
es rely on for information.

We are all reversing the role in which 
information is spread because of new 
mediums. With 81% of the participants 
surveyed believing that they are polit-
ically informed in this year’s election 
process, 37% answered that they get 
their news from social media and 40% 

answered that they get their news from 
TV. We are actively reversing the roles 
to which individuals on social media 
are sending the messages of “informa-
tion” and the rest of us are seeing it. 

In the scheme of things where vast 
amounts of misinformation is now 
spread through social media due to 
one’s own interpretation rather than 
watching the debate oneself, this re-
verse can endanger what is regarded as 
“the truth.” Messages spread like wild-
fire.

Graph credit, Dr. Jan Odom's Honors "Rhetoric in Politics" Class

Free food and new adventures: GGC’s study abroad fair
By amBer King
student suBmission

On a beautiful Thursday (November 
17th to be exact) right after my class 
of the day, I had a friend grab my arm 
and mention free food. She showed 
me a few brochures she’d picked up 
before class, all about traveling to far 
off, exotic places. The prices were of a 
concern to her but she, like many stu-
dents, had high hopes of broadening 
their horizons. 

The temptation of food alone had me 
nodding and going along with it, but I 
was more than pleasantly surprised by 
the fair held in the Student Center. It is 
my first semester here as a student, and 
with it being a busy first taste of the 
college, I haven’t had much time to ex-
plore. However, attending the fair held 
many nice surprises. 

Once inside the main doors of the 
building, there were several tables set 

up by different faculty members, each 
one holding something unique. One 
offered free t-shirts to anyone who 
had already attended one of the Study 
Abroad program GGC offers, while 
another had several fliers for destina-
tions. These destinations included sev-
eral countries in Asia, Africa, Europe, 
and South and Central America. Each 
both offered several different plac-
es students can go, along with handy 
brochures about each place. Brochures 
covered information such as where stu-
dents would be staying, tips on travel, 
and things to expect while experienc-
ing other cultures. 

After some exploring, my friend and 
I ventured back to the larger presenta-
tion rooms. There were more tables set 
up, but the main event was a very large 
and extensive buffet table. For a swipe 
of your Claw Card, and no charge at 
all, students were allowed access to 
this offering. International Thanksgiv-

ing was the name of the game, and oh 
man were there some interesting dish-
es offered! From Perogies to Plantains, 
Noodle salad and Swedish meatballs, 
there was something for everyone. The 
dining hall, who cooked and served up 
all these treats, even included turkey 
and mashed potatoes, as well as a few 
more traditional fixings. Dessert was 
not left out, with several small pastries, 
cheesecakes, and even pecan pie of-
fered at a separate table. 

With loaded plates, my friend and I 
found that it was standing room only in 
the main hall, so we ventured to an out-
side pavilion to enjoy our free lunch. 
The weather was beautiful, and one 
helpful lady was out there, passing out 
fliers that touted several destinations in 
Europe, including tours that explored 
several countries within a few weeks 
time. While we ate, we discussed 
which places we’d like to go study at, 
and pondered over the price and the 

scholarships offered to help with the 
cost. 

The fair was a huge success, with 
many students coming in and out 
throughout the day, loading up plates 
and listening to the stories from fellow 
students and professors who had expe-
rienced trips abroad. For many college 
students, traveling abroad is a highlight 
in their careers, and does more than let 
you learn in a new place. Being able to 
spend time earning college credit, all 
while getting to explore a brand new 
culture away from home and all it’s fa-
miliar comforts, is a challenge that is 
well worth the cost. 

Thank you to the dining hall’s 
chefs and most importantly, the Study 
Abroad programs here at GGC. If you 
would like more information on travel-
ing, and see how you can work it into 
your future semesters, contact The Of-
fice of Internationalization online. 

You can be everything you want to be
By amy gunn
student suBmission

Are you constantly changing your 
major, or changing your career path? 
You might be a scanner like I am. 
Scanners are people who enjoy do-
ing different things and never seem to 
land on one career path that they will 
do for the rest of their life. People that 
do want to stick to one career path are 
called divers – they dive deep into one 
particular field and do not feel the need 
to move on to something else.

I always thought there was some-
thing wrong with me because I could 
not land on a particular major. I went 
from biochemistry to forensic anthro-
pology, and then I became a hair styl-

ist, and now I am an English Major! I 
genuinely enjoyed each of these things, 
but I grew tired of doing the same thing 
and wanted to find what I was truly 
passionate about. 

Little did I know, that I was truly 
passionate about all of them. I am just 
not the type of person who wants to be 
only a doctor, architect, or dental hy-
gienist. I believe in learning as much 
as I can and do not want to limit myself 
to one field or another. Right now I am 
doing English, and I like it. 

I was not aware that there were other 
people like me out there. My mother 
calls me a “feather in the wind” be-
cause I never seem to land on anything 
before moving to something else. It 
was not until I took an internship class 

with Dr. Vollaro here at GGC that I 
finally understood that there are two 
types of people: scanners and divers.

Our society is a little old-fashioned 
when it comes to careers. For example, 
how many of us were asked, “What do 
you want to be when you grow up?” 
There is nothing wrong with that ques-
tion, and if you were fortunate like me 
you had parents or family who told you 
that you could be anything you wanted 
to be. The problem is with this state-
ment. I could be anything, any one 
thing, not everything I wanted to be.

Jobs are not the same as they used to 
be. People do not often stay with the 
same company for twenty plus years 
anymore. The Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics claims that on average a person 

will only stay at the same job for 4.4 
years. This means that a lot more of us 
are scanners than we thought. We need 
to stop feeling bad about not having a 
plan for the rest of our lives, because 
we are normal. 

If you are a diver, then do your thing! 
I have a lot of deep divers in my family 
that I have spent a long time being jeal-
ous of. I am no longer jealous, but there 
is nothing wrong with being a deep 
diver either. Both divers and scanners 
come with their own challenges and 
strengths. Do what makes you happy, 
and when it no longer makes you hap-
py, move on to something different!
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You versus finals: how to do your best on every test
By amBer King
student suBmission

College life is stressful for many of 
us. Long hours of studying, producing 
papers, and paying attention in class 
while juggling the rest of your life 
can take a toll on anyone. When final 
exams roll around, it can be difficult 
to keep your cool when deadlines and 
major tests lie in front of you. With 
these helpful tips and tricks, hopeful-
ly you can find your inner zen to ace 
those finals...or at least have a little 
less stress come next semester. 

1) Sleep it off
Yes, it may seem like something 

you’ve heard time and time again – 
getting ample sleep is helpful. In re-
ality, as nagging as this advice might 
seem, it does work. Even allowing a 
midnight bedtime will give you more 
than four hours of sleep. Many doc-
tors recommend adults get as much 
as nine hours of sleep per night. For 
college students who stay up late get-
ting something finished, or even find-
ing time to play a video game, it may 
seem impossible. It’s well worth it 
however – sleep is nature’s reboot but-
ton, and being well rested means be-
ing sharp and ready to take that exam 
come morning, instead of downing 
three cups of coffee and praying you 

make it. 
2) Eat often, and eat well 
Speaking of supplying your body, 

while it might not seem like you’re do-
ing a whole lot holed up in your room 
and cramming for exams, your brain 
and body still need fuel to get you 
through. While fast food and ramen 
seem the most convenient, they’re not 
always going to get the best nutrients 
into your system. 

There are a few simple ways to 
help this. Next time you need a quick 
meal, stir a raw egg into your near-
ly-finished ramen, and maybe add a 
few frozen veggies to the mix. This 
will give you some protein and fiber 
as well as vitamins, which are excel-
lent sources of fuel. Want a snack that 
won’t leave you feeling bloated? Try 
some flavored almonds, baked chips, 
or even a cup of yogurt. While it’s not 
exactly the most healthy choice, it’s 
definitely better than Cheetos. By sup-
plementing some cheap staples into 
your diet, not only will you feel better, 
but certain foods even help brain pow-
er – even the simple egg. 

“Those bright, round yolks are rich 
in choline, a B vitamin-like nutrient. 
When you eat eggs, your brain uses 
choline to make acetylcholine, a neu-
rotransmitter that may be important 
for maintaining memory and commu-
nication among brain cells” -Reader’s 

Digest, The Best Brain Foods You 
Should Be Eating

Hydration is important too. Energy 
drinks and coffee are staples among 
students, but they can be very dehy-
drating and can fill your body with 
chemicals that aren’t exactly the best. 
To combat this, make sure you drink 
twice as much water as these other 
beverages...your body will feel just as 
refreshed. 

3) Take time for yourself
While most stress stems from the 

workload college brings, most stu-
dents have a lot of other things go-
ing on in their lives. Family, social 
groups, and work can all take a toll on 
a daily routine, and leave little time to 
relax. But relaxation, or even just en-
joyment, is important. Time manage-
ment is the key to getting the best out 
of your days, and even leading up to 
finals this is also true. So after you’ve 
been studying for two hours, it’s okay 
to take an hour long break. Go outside 
and get some air, play a video game, 
read a favorite book, listen to some 
tunes. Whatever you enjoy, make sure 
you work it into your schedule. Stress 
often makes people feel like they’re 
deprived of fun – so don’t deprive 
yourself! Do what you love, even if 
it’s in small doses, and come back to 
the grind ready to work. Remember, 
holiday break is just around the cor-

ner! Make sure you use that time to 
recharge, catch up with friends and 
family, and even laze around. 

4) Breath Deep
While many yoga classes teach you 

how to “breath correctly,” the knowl-
edge of deep breathing exercises can 
be important in many aspects of life. 
Stress often makes the body tense up, 
and further anxiety can deprive your 
brain of oxygen. Take a moment, and 
follow these simple steps in order to 
feel better, even if just for a minute.

Inhale, counting to at least five, or 
if you can, seven. Fill your lungs and 
diaphragm with air, and sit/stand up 
taller. 

Exhale, counting out as you go, 
the same as before. Five-seven beats. 
Make sure you release all that air. 

Repeat as needed. 
This practice can be used even mo-

ments before a big exam, and works a 
kind of magic. By calming your body 
and focusing on something as simple 
as breathing, you can feel more ener-
getic, calm, and confident as you take 
that exam. 

These four steps are only the begin-
ning. However, through patience and 
perseverance, we’ll all get through. 
Good luck, and may the grades be 
with you!

When the ending appears, new beginnings arise
By shaniCe edwards
student suBmission

Well, it is that time again – students 
are getting ready to finish up their fall 
semester at Georgia Gwinnett College. 
Many students are about to finish their 
first semester of college, which brings 
happiness and accomplishment. 

However, some, like myself, are fin-
ishing up their second or third semes-
ter of college, which  produces a sense 
of excitement and anxiousness. 

On one hand, you’re slowly but 
surely approaching your expected 
graduation date. On the other hand, 
your stress level and workload in-
creases. 

Every student, no matter what year 
of college they are in, experiences el-
evated stress levels, but it seems the 
closer one gets to achieving their de-
gree, the more pressure one puts on 
oneself. For me, a junior in college, I 
felt as if my stress levels and laziness 
elevated to another level. 

I was stressed because I was put-
ting too much pressure on myself to 
exceed in school. I was lazy because 
even though I was putting pressure on 
myself, I was not giving it my all. I 
wanted exceptional grades, but I was 
still putting other things in front of it, 
like television and social media. 

When I reached out to my friends at 
other colleges and at GGC, they ex-

pressed the same feeling. My friend 
at Georgia State explained to me that 
though she knew she had important 
assignments to complete, she still 
found herself partying almost every 
other night. 

We both questioned why our work 
ethic was lacking. Was this because 
we are getting closer to finishing 
school, or that we were frustrated at 
school as a whole? 

When I finally expressed how I was 
feeling to my sister, a recent Ken-
nesaw State University graduate, she 
gave me some encouraging words. 
She reassured me that everything I 
was going through, I was not going 
through alone. She explained to me 

that she too went through a period in 
college where she felt burnt out and 
stressed from the amount of work she 
had. She reminded me that everyone 
goes through this period and it, too, 
shall pass. 

So as students get ready to take on 
finals next week, I just want to give 
some encouraging words to my fel-
low peers at GGC.  Be positive and 
stay focused on what is important. All 
anyone can do is their best. Do not 
let the stress of school interfere with 
your life. At the end of the tunnel, 
there will always be light. Good luck 
on your finals and enjoy our lengthy 
winter break. 

Letter from the Editor
Hi everyone,

I would like to share a recent per-
sonal discovery—finding a chairmate 
could be the answer to all your college 
dilemmas.

What is a chairmate you ask? A 
chairmate is the ideal chair. It’s the 
chair that brings out the best in you. 
It’s the chair that cheers you on when 
the candles burn low.

The problem I have found with most 
chairs is that they are either too stuffy 
or to comfortable for late night study-
ing.  Often I’ll do homework at my 
desk. Typically I will be able to work 
in that environment for several hours. 
I’ll ride that wave of productivity for 
as long as possible, but eventually, 
it will reach a trough.  That’s when I 

will seek the solace of my chairmate.
What the chairmate offers that a 

desk doesn’t is comfort. When I am 
at the crest of my work potential, the 
desk is the best workspace. It allows 
me to sit straight and work as effi-
ciently as possible. But when the at-
tention span begins to waiver, and the 
eyes grow heavy, it is hard to continue 
sitting still at a desk. 

The desk begins to feel like a sym-
bol of responsibility and a reminder 
that I haven't accomplished enough. 
At that point, I am tempted to crawl 
into bed, get under covers, and prop a 
pillow so I can keep working. But this 
space becomes problematic, because 
it’s just too easy to lie down and sleep. 

A chairmate is just right. My chair-
mate is a plush couch. It isn’t the most 

attractive piece of furniture, but it’s 
soft and comfy, and it’s low to the 
floor so I can wear a blanket and cov-
er my feet. And it has a firm back rest. 

I wouldn’t recommend heading 
to the chairmate before you’ve done 
work. When you are able, work at 
a desk, because it allows you to sit 
straight and work efficiently. But the 
chairmate is there for you after you 
pushed through the first few hours. 
It’s there for you when all you want to 
do is sleep. It tells you that it’s okay to 
be tired, but you are capable of more 
work.

Finding the chair that gives the right 
mix of posture and comfort is not 
easy. I was lucky to find mine. My sis-
ter had owned it for about a year and 
was about to give it to her dogs when I 

sat down. It was love at first sit, so my 
sister let me have the chair.

My point is that environment mat-
ters. When pushing through long 
study nights, it might help to relocate 
several times. While your determina-
tion might be at a crest, the body’s po-
tential does not always meet it. Some 
chairs tell you that need to suck it up, 
and others tell you to cave. A chair-
mate considers both your ability and 
your wellbeing. 

Choose the chair that meets your 
needs.

Best wishes,
Julie Thompson



Volunteer GGC hosts 2nd annual basketball tournament
By ty merrow
dePuty CoPy editor

Volunteer GGC hosted their 2nd 
annual basketball tournament in the 
fitness center gym. Seven student 
teams competed from 3-8:30 P.M. on 
Friday, November 4, 2016.

Participants donated canned goods 
as part of their sign-up for the tour-
nament instead of a cash sign-up. 
Proceeds were donated to the Law-
renceville Co-op.

Seven teams signed up. While par-
ticipants knew one or two players 
they wanted to play with, most teams 
were made up on the spot by gath-
ering free players practicing on the 
court.

“It was a way to give people some-
thing to have fun about when we went 
out there and played,” Ugochukwu 
Okebalama, a general biology senior, 
said. “It was really a way to get more 
involved with the school.” 

Okebalama was part of the Student 
Government Association team, which 

was eliminated in the first round.
Volunteer GGC organized the event 

along with Allen Clarke, the Volun-
teer Coordinator who works in the 
Office of Student Involvement.

“We were asking students what 
they would like to see happen with 
Volunteer [GGC],” Ethel Ngene, one 
of the members of Volunteer GGC, 
said. “We were looking for some-
thing different…I love this event. 
This is actually one of the events that 
we [Volunteer GGC] did from scratch 
as a team.”

The tournament started off with 
the seven teams competing for place-
ment in the final bracket. The seeding 
rounds were light-hearted. Match-
es became more competitive as the 
night wore on.

After hours of spirited play, team 
Bean and team Only a Few met in the 
finals. Following a contentious first 
half, team Only a Few put up enough 
of a lead in the second half to win the 
tournament.

Medals were given out to the win-

ners, and they posed for a photo with 
the tournament trophy. Players from 
other teams joined Only a Few for 
the winner’s photo in a show of good 
sportsmanship. Only a Few’s name 
will be engraved onto one of the 
plaques on the trophy.

Volunteer GGC treated everyone to 
food and beverages throughout the 
event.

All participants were required to 
sign a waiver before they could play 
in the tournament.

Mens soccer places three on Dakronics-NAIA Scholar-Athlete list

The National Association of In-
tercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) an-
nounced its 2016 Daktronics-NAIA 
Scholar-Athlete award winners on 
Friday afternoon, placing GGC men's 
soccer's Aedan Radvanyi, Samuel 
Sampaio Gomes, and Lewis Sharpe 
as a recipients of the prestigious hon-
or.

"It's remarkable to have three great 
examples of the true definition of 
a student-athlete," said GGC head 
coach Steve DeCou.  "These guys re-
ceiving this recognition is a perfect 
representation of what we are look-
ing for in a quality student-athlete in 
our program.  These men are quality 
players, great students, and, overall, 
great people.  I'm proud of their ac-
complishments and seeing their hard 
work pay off on and off the field."

In total, 423 men's soccer stu-
dent-athletes received recognition by 
the NAIA for their work in the class-
room.

In order to be nominated by an in-
stitution's head coach or sports in-
formation director, a student-athlete 
must maintain a minimum grade 

point average (GPA) of 3.5 on a 4.0 
scale and must have achieved a ju-
nior academic status to qualify for 
this honor. 

Sampaio Gomes turned in the 
highest GPA, posting a perfect 4.0.  
Sharpe, GGC's lone senior recipient 

of this honor, garnered a 3.88 while 
teammate Radvanyi, a general busi-
ness major focusing on economics, 
boasted a 3.66.

A complete list of this year's recipi-
ents can be accessed by clicking here.

For all the latest on Grizzly Ath-

letics, including news, scores, and 
features, visit GrizzlyAthletics.com.  
Check out all the latest Grizzly Men's 
Soccer content and join the conver-
sation by using @GGC_MSoccer on 
Twitter.

Lefevre named Daktronics-NAIA Scholar-Athlete
By Jason hendrix
direCtor of sPorts information

The National Association of In-
tercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) an-
nounced its 2016 Daktronics-NAIA 
Scholar-Athlete award winners on 
Friday, naming GGC women's soc-
cer's Nikki LeFevre as a recipient of 
the prestigious honor.

"I am so happy that the accolades 
for Nikki continue to roll in," stated 
GGC head coach Chris Kouns.  "She 

has been such a great representative 
of our program, and it is wonderful to 
see her be not just successful on the 
field, but in the classroom as well."

In total, 578 women's soccer stu-
dent-athletes received recognition by 
the NAIA for their work in the class-
room.

In order to be nominated by an in-
stitution's head coach or sports infor-
mation director, a student-athlete must 
maintain a minimum grade point av-
erage of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale and must 

have achieved a junior academic sta-
tus to qualify for this honor. 

A native of McDonough, Ga., LeFe-
vre ends her GGC career as the Griz-
zlies' all-time scorer, netting 34 career 
goals in four seasons.  She also has 
played in a program-best 70 matches, 
accumulating the most points, 80, by 
a Grizzly.  For her efforts on the field, 
LeFevre received First Team All-A.I.I. 
selection in 2016.

LeFevre, who was also named a 
Daktronics-NAIA Scholar-Athlete in 

2015, will graduate in the spring of 
2017 with a degree in early childhood 
education.

A complete list of this year's recipi-
ents can be accessed by clicking here.

For all the latest on Grizzly Ath-
letics, including news, scores, and 
features, visit GrizzlyAthletics.com.  
Check out all the latest Grizzly Wom-
en's Soccer content and join the con-
versation by using @GGC_WSoccer 
on Twitter.

Competing teams pose together after tournament ends
Photo credit, Ty Merrow

By Jason hendrix
direCtor of sPorts information

Aedan Radvanyi
Photo credit, Rod Reily

Samuel Sampaio Gomes
Photo credit, Rod Reily

Lewis Sharpe
Photo credit, Rod Reily
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