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Provost search: We choose you, Dr. T.J. Arant 
BY TYLER VINING 

MANAGING EDITOR 

Over the summer, GGC began the search 
forcandidatestotak:eontheinstrumental 
role of Senior Vice President for Academic 
and Student Affairs and Provost. Initial 
applications and nominations were due by 
Aug. 19, for consideration 

institution does vezy well." 
Wednesday's candidate was Dr. Murray 

Nabors ofMissouri W estem State University 
where he served as Dean of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences. Nabors stressed the importance of 
communication in much of his open forum. 

The final candidate - and our future 
provost-was Dr. T J. Arant ofY ork College 
of Pennsylvania where he was the Interim 
Dean of Academic Affuirs. 

Arant expressed a diverse background and 
quick wit during his open forum as he often 
made jokes about his experiences. 

who is also Vice-Chair elect for Staff Council 
and met with each of the candidates. 

"One of the candidates said that Student 
Affairs are just party planners," said Buell, 
who also mentioned that some of the 
candidates may have communicated too 
much. 

community, others thought it was quite 
'under wraps.' 
"I found out on the GGC homepage 

when they announced it. I was not notified 
[beforehand]," said Tammy Lu, SGA 
Senator and Asian Student Association 
President. ''It's slightly leaving us out, but it's 
also the responsibility of the student to know 
what's going on in the community." 

''Dr. Lois C. Richardson, interim senior vice 
president for Academic and Student Affilirs 
and provost will lead the transition process 
as Dr. T.J. Arant assumes the position," said 
Sloan Jones, Director of Public Relations. 
''Dr. Richardson will then continue to provide 
her expertise in our senior leadership within 
the institution as we move GGC forward." 

Dr. TJ. Arant, Photo Credit 
Misericordia University 

speak to the fuculty, staff, and students. 

''I was a straight A student in high school, 
but I was not prepared to succeed [in 
college]," said Arant who talked about the 
extra help he received from student affairs, 
fuculty, staff, and other students that allowed 
him to develop more fully. 

Many student leaders were critical of the 
selection of the four finalists being that they 
did not appear reflective of the demographics 
of GGC. All were white and only one was 
female while the college is majority female 
(54.7% of students) and a majority-minority 
community (61.3% of students are non
white). 

''We are the most ethnically diverse four
year public or private institution in the 
Southeast. The finalists we were given were 
not representative of GGC," said Chase 
Goodwin, President of SGA. ''I mentioned 
this issue to one of the members on the 
committee when I saw who the :finalists 
were, I was told that during the Skype 
interviews there were a lot of 'them.'" 

"As I listened to each candidate, I paid 
attention to whether each seemed to have 
done his or her homework enough to 'get' 
what really makes GGC distinctive," 
said Chris Robinson, who works in the 
Educational Technology office and attended 
all four open forums. "I wanted to hear, 
from each, specific reasons he or she felt 
particularly qualified to help us move 
forward." 

The finalists included Dr. Michael Austin 
of Newnan University where he served 
as Provost and Vice President of Student 
Affairs. Austin visited the campus on 
Monday, Sept 21 and was well received in 
his open forum. 

The search began on May 11, when a 
committee was charged with the selection 
process by the Office of the President. GGC 
contracted Myers McRae Executive Search 
and Consulting and worked directly with 
consultants. The position posting included 
information ranging from the mission 
of GGC to a description of Gwinnett 
County. The position was very popular as 
234 individuals applied and 25 had been 
nominated. 

The committee narrowed the strongest 
candidates down and only nine were chosen 
to be interviewed. The interviews were 
conducted via Skype on Sept. 2 and 3, and 
helpeo narrow the nine candidates to the 
lucky :finalists chosen to visit the campus and 

Dr. Caron St. John of the University 
of Alabama in Huntsville where she 
served as Dean of the College of Business 
Administration. St. John spoke at length 
about her experience working with student 
retention trends and patterns but didn't have 
experience with diverse populations. 

"At UAH I have a somewhat diverse 
student body," said St. John. "We did not 
have a student population that reflects the 
population, which is what I understand this 

The audience applauded Arant multiple 
times as he gave honest and unconventional 
answers that showed a deep understanding 
of the benefits and challenges of being a 
Grizzly. He effortles.sly fielded questions on 
diversity, fi.mdraising, student succes.s, and 
technology. 

Arant explained that it should be an ongoing 
effort to ''walk students through in a way that 
develops the 'whole student' and that the 
effort should be 'united intentionally."' 
"Communication is the most important 

quality in a new provost," said Katie Buell, 
Assistant Director ofWellness Programming 

"There was only one student on the 
committee, one student representing over 
11,000 students at GGC," said Goodwin He 
discussed his role as the SGA President as an 
elected representative of the student body and 
felt that he lost an opportunity to fulfill a duty 
to 'represent the students. 

Robinson also paid attention to the 
candidate's ability to think on their feet 
and answer questions clearly. Bemg able 
to understand the issues that prompt each 
question and having ideas ~ offer make a 
candidate stand out. 

"I'm grateful that GGC opened up this 
process for us all," said Robinson ''Dr. Arant 
seems to understand and share our ideals, 
and I look forward to his arrival as our new 
Provost" 

Dr. Arant is anticipated to start as early 
as January 1, 2016 but no later than July 1, 
2016. 

Though the college has portrayed this 
process as open and available to the whole 

Plan, prepare, and react to emergencies 
BY LAURA WALSH 

EDITOR-IN-CIDEF 

As school shootings continue to increase in 
frequency, GGC's Office of Public Safety is 
working to prepare students in the unlikely event 
th.at they are encountered with an active shooter on 
campus or in any other location. 

The active threat and active shooter preparation 
sessions kicked off on October 13 and will be 
hosted on various dates until the final session on 
November 18. Students and faculty are strongly 
encouraged to attend one of the sessions. 

"These are classes that we 've had before, but 
we're really pushing them and advertising them 
now," said Carlton "Buck'' Buchanan, Director of 
Emergency Management. 

Captain Michael A. Irizany was the officer on 
duty for the training session. Irizarry has been with 
GGC for about six years, has been a police officer 
for just over twenty years, and has spent the last ten 
years studying active shooting situations. Irizarry 

has gone through various trairungs and is an active 
threat instructor for the police department. 

Active Shooter Training dates: 
DATE TIME LOCATION 
21 Oct 1300 CISCO 
22 Oct 1000 CISCO 
27 Oct 1000 B-1600 
2Nov 1000 CISCO 
12Nov 1000 CISCO 
16Nov 1000 CISCO 
18Nov 1400 CISCO 
Jan TBD Res Life 

"Columbine was a big game changer for us. 
Used to be that we set up~ perimeter and didn't let 
anyone in, now it's the first officer that shows up 
goes in," said Irizarry. So many people were killed 
in the shooting before the assailants committed 
suicide that the police realized that they needed 
to update their protocol in order to protect more 
victims. 

"Virginia Tech was another learned lesson with 
the doors locked and chained," said Irizarry. He 
explained that it is best to focus on active threat 
because you have to plan, prepare, and react to 
whatever situation arises. 

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
defines active shooter as "an individual actively 
engaged in killing or attempting to kill people in a 
confined and populated area; in most cases, active 
shooters use firearm( s) and there is no pattern or 
method to their selection of victims." Although 
there is no clear pattern, Irizarry explained that 
there is generally a target but others along the way 
are just victims of opportunity. 

A comprehensive video was shown at the 
beginning of the session in order to introduce the 
audience to the need to plan, prepare, and react. 
The video included expert testimony from various 
officers and emergency personnel within the 
University System of Georgia. The video featured 
various student actors from the University of 
Georgia, recognizable from their UGA patrol cars. 

In an active shooter situation, the gunman kills 
quickly and doesn't slow down, so students must 
be prepared for the worst-case scenarios. The more 
students learn about handling emergencies, the 
more likely they are to respond appropriately to the 
circumstance. 

Javaughn Waller poses with police officers at the Pub/ice Safety Fair, Photo Credit Laura Walsh 

Tips like turning over furniture, developing 
attack plans and wearing a backpack full of books 
on your front were explained in the video. The 
various officers all reiterated the need to call the 
police at the first opportunity, and many stressed 
the importance of calling campus police before 
911. The phone number for campus police is 678-

407-5333 and students and staff are encouraged 
to program the number in th~ir phones for quick 
access. 

"Active shooter situations are generally over 
within ten to fifteen minutes," said Irizarry. While 
a 911 dispatcher will alert the campus police, 
response times will be quicker if the campus police 
are alerted first and can deploy immediately. They 
know the layout of the buildings and will be able to 
find the shooter and victims faster than an outside 
police officer. 

The officers urged the audience to know their 
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surroundings and pay attention to exits in every 
place they go. Knowing the exits and layout allows 
you to have a preliminary plan. Always be ready for 
the worst so that you will be prepared to react to the 
particular threat you are faced with. 

''Not a lot of people did things like this in 
highschool and I wanted to learn more about Public 
Safety and what to do in an emergency situation," 
said Robert Connor, 19. Connor is a freshman 
majoring in Digital Media who felt that he learned 
important information from the training. 

"Mentality of the prey has to go, you [ should] 
become the predator," said Irizarry, "don't let that 
person dictate whether you're going to die or not." 

''None of us really knows how we're going 
to react with a gun pointing right at us," said 
Buchanan, "but if you think about it and really 
prepare yourself then hopefully you'll act, that's 
what we're trying to preach here." 
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Hispanic Heritage Month celebrations 
BY MARK VILLALBA 

STUDENT CONTRIBUTOR 

Taste of Latin America was a spirited beginning 

to Hispanic Heriµtge Month. GGC graduate and 

Emmy-awarded Homero Gonz.alez marked the 

middle with a speech to encourage all students 

with his rags-to-riches history. 

"[W]hy does there have to be a specific month 

when a specific heritage is celebrated? Shouldn't 

we all be proud of our heritage all year round?" 

Gonzalez questioned the purpose of Hispanic 

Heritage Month during his speech. 

The Organization of Latin American Students 

Chief of Staff, Ana Bedon, and others from 

OLAS hosted the events along with authentic 

cuisine and prize-winning raffle. 

Bedon, 20, of Santiago de Cali, Colombia, and 

student of International Business began the raffle 

to give out free gift for Starbucks. She told The 

Globe how OLAS conducted the Taste of Latin 

America in which the trivia challenge was more 

informative and intriguing rather than trivial. 

Her favorite among many foods at the Hispanic 

Heritage Festival was the Puerto-Rican Arroz 

con Gandules that made her feel as though she is 

transported back to the beach. Color and vibrancy 

were central at the festival as Bedon described 

traditional clothes representing several coun-

tries like Dominican Republic, Costa Rica and 

Paraguay, whose clothes she favored most. The 

various music styles were also a highlight of the 

festival. 

''No matter what your day is going like, if you 

hear Salsa, it's like - let me get the beat going, 

and this is coming from a girl who doesn't party 

[ritualistically] ... but hearing this music makes 

me want to be with my friends in Columbia ... at 

New Year's Eve," she said. 

Bedon looks forward to hosting the Day-of

the-Dead mask-making contest on Oct. 5 but said 

that some of the masks made in previous years 

were so terrifyingly vivid that she didn't want 

to think about them. She also discussed the Oct. 

8 screening of McFarland, USA (2015) that is 

based on real Hispanic athletes who rose from 

rags to riches. 

Bedon also spoke about the bygone Sto

ries-for-the-Family event orchestrated by OLAS 

and hosted at the Collins Hill Library that pro

moted reading among early ages. 

"The way of learning for me was 'Ana, three 

hours of reading a book; read the book - give 

me the summary,' that's what my mom did to 

me." 

She talked passionately about the forthcoming 

study abroad program destined for the Dominican 

Republic and scheduled for Spring Break 2016. 

The overarching theme of the Hispanic 

Heritage Month is passionate enjoyment, and 

Gonz.alez said that his initial academic pursuit 

was Biology so that he could become a doctor but 

admitted that he pursued it for the wrong reason: 

money. He believes that the real wages in life 

come from doing what one enjoys most passion

ately. 

Students gather at the Taste of Latin America organized by the Organization of Latin American 
Students (Photo Credit: OLAS) 

Emmy Award winning alum returns to GGC 
BY QUINN MAYES 

STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

EighMime Emmy Award winner and GGC 

alum Romero Gonzalez returned to Georgia 

Gwinnett College as a guest speaker of an event 

held by the Organization of Latin American 

Student - an organization in which he once 

seryed as president. 

Gonzalez, in a navy blue blazer and coordi

nated with a pair of blue jeans, walked to the 

podium gazing cheerfully at the crowd as he 

began his speech. During this Hispanic Heritage 

Month event he spoke about the personal trials 

and tribulations he once faced navigating as a 

first generation college student. 

"My parents and my wife are a big inspiration 

for me the struggles they have been through is 

what pushes me," Gonz.alez said. 

Gonzalez was born in Mexico and moved to 

the United States at the age of 5. 

"When I came to this country, besides learn

ing English, I also encountered having to adapt 

to the education system in Georgia," he said. He 

discussed how he faced adversity transitioning 

to high school when he sat with his advisor to 

see what high school route he wanted to take. 

"At that time they had two types of high 

school diplomas: college prep, which allowed 

you to pursue a college degree and then the 

technical route, which pretty much limited you 

to technical colleges." 

The advisor insisted that because Gonzalez 

was still learning English he should conform 

to a technical diploma. She said that concen

trating on improving his English and learning 

a trade was probably a better option than a 

college degree. 

"That's the extent of the potential she saw in 

me - but I knew why I was in this country, I 

knew where I wanted to go, my folks had been 

fighting this fight for too long. I wish I could go 

back and tell her that the non-English speaking 

student she almost discouraged is now a bilin

gual eight-time Emmy award winner ... and if 

she needs proof, here's a magazine," he said. 

Gonzalez is a first generation college student 

as well as the oldest of three brothers who all 

attended GGC. He was the president of the 

Organization of Latin American Students for 

three years. He also was a part of GGC Student 

Government Association as a senator and SGA 

vice president, the Students for Christ Creative 

Homero Gonzalez and his wife visit with 

President Stanley C. "Stas" Preczewski 
(Photo Credit: Georgia Gwinnett College) 

Collective, Indian Cultural Exchange and Cre

ative Collective. 

Homero graduated in 2011 with Bachelor's 

in Marketing. Now 26, he holds a position as 

senior marketing coordinator for Telemundo 

Atlanta. 

Gonzalez was keynote speaker for Georgia 

Gwinnett College's 2013 winter commence

ment ceremony and has appeared as speaker for 

Georgia Southern University's Men of Color 

Empowerment Summit, the Marketing Club 

and many more. 

Gonzalez serves as director of internal affairs 

for the local GED program at Our Lady of the 

Americas Mission, member of the communica

tions committee of the Latin American Associ

ation, charter member of the Georgia Gwinnett 

College Alumni Association Board, Board 

member of the Aurora Theatre and member of 

the Southeast NATAS Board of Governors. 

"It's always great to come back to GGC, 

especially because it has done so much for me 

personally. It allowed me to grow as a leader, 

professionally and as an individual. GGC gave 

me the opportunities to be where I am," he said. 

Gonzale'.? believes that being involved is a 

great opportunity to develop leadership skill as 

·Homero Gonzalez shares his story with 

GGC students. (Photo Credit: OLAS) 

well as networking opportunities. He originally 

landed his job at Telemundo while he was still 

a student working as a student assistant in the 

Office of Student Affairs as a student assistant. 

He was paired by the Office of Student Affairs 

to be a translator assisting the Telemundo 

Broadcasting Company. 

"I think that for me I have been in a very 

unique situation I say I have always been very 

blessed in terms of where I have gotten so far 

in my career saying this in the humblest way of 

course," he said. 

Gonzalez was asked if he could go back 

would he change anything and said, "In re

flection, ifl could change anything, I honestly 

would do everything all over again I wouldn't 

change a thing, I am a firm believer in destiny." 

"We should always be proud of where we 

come from and who we are. You know why? 

Because who you are and where you come 

from." 

Gonzalez then went on to explain how one 

can not allow your adversities or differences to 

hinder you from any success. 

Emmy Awards 
J. Outstanding Achievement: 
TckYision Crafts Achincmcnt Excel
lence Category: 52 EDITOR - SHORT 
FORM (PROMOS, PSAS, COMMER
CIALS, OPENS, ETC.) 

2. Outstanding Achievement: 
Television Spot Announcements Ex
cellence Category: 41 F PROMOTION 
- PROGRAM - CAMPAIGN 
3. Outstanding Achievement: 
Television Crafts Achievement Excel
lence Category: 7 TEAM COVER
AGE 

4. Outstanding Achievement: 
Television News Gathering Excellence 
- News Special 

5. Television News and Program 
Specialty: 
Excellence in Cultural Programming: 
Todos Somos Heroes by Jorge Buzo, 
Andrea Diaz, Homero Gonzalez, Maria 
Duarte 

6. Television Special 
Achievement: 
Excellence in Interactivity: Telemundo 
Atlanta by Susan Sim Oh, Homero 
Gonzalez, Andrea Diaz and Maria 
Duarte 

7. Television Spot 
Announcements: 
Excellence in News Promotion 
Campaign : Caminamos Hacia Ti by 
Homero Gonzalez 

8. Television Spot Announce
ments: 
Excellence in Promotion News Image: 
Caminamos Hacia Ti by Homero 
Gonzalez 

"It helps you determine what future you 

want to have and it allows you to overcome the 

challenges that your people have been fighting 

to overcome for many, many years. In order 

to succeed, you need a real motivation ... most 

people will think money will be a motivation 

enough, but if you don't like what you are 

doing . .. money is not enough." 
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Katie Buell turns heads toward sexual health 
BY LAURA w ALSH 

EDITOR-IN-CIDEF 

Known at GGC for her sex 

education programs and free 

safer sex kits, Katie Buell, 

Assistant Director of Wellness 

Programming, grew up attend

ing Catholic school in Texas 

and Military Academy in North 

Carolina. Conservative Catho

lic values oppose premarital 

sex and contraceptive use, but 

Buell has found fulfillment in 

teaching the lessons that she 

didn't get as a young adult. 

"The sex talk I got was just 

no kissy touchy feely with 

boys" said Buell, "and most 

students are only taught absti

nence in school." 

Buell's world opened up 

when she made a few unex

pected decisions like traveling 

on a mission's trip to Costa 

Rica, working with the Peace 

Corps in Niger, and later study

ing sexual violence in Uganda 

as part of her Masters in Pub

lic Health. These experiences 

catapulted her from innocent 

catholic schoolgirl to being 

a confident leader fighting to 

combat STDs, sexual miscon

ceptions, and the poor health 

habits that often begin in col

lege. 

Her parents are from upstate 

New York, but she spent her 

early years in Texas where 

she and her brother attended a 

catholic school. Buell laughed 
while explaining that being 

raised in Texas by Yankee par

ents is the reason why she can

not spell. 

"When we moved to North 

Carolina I struggled in school 

because I needed more struc

ture and smaller classes," said 

Buell. "I toured the military 

school, and I loved it." 

Buell especially appreciates 

GGC's commitment to small 

classrooms and individual at

tention because that's what she 

needed in order to succeed in 

school. 

At the military academy, "I 

graduated on Battalion Staff 

as Cadet Captain in charge of 

communications" said Buell, 

"it was very interesting to be 

Katie Buell at the Grizzly Health 
Cave, Photo Credit Katie Buell 

one of the few female leaders 

on a predominantly male cam

pus." 

After high school, Buell 

went on to attend the Univer

sity of North Carolina-Wilm

ington, which she calls "UNC 

Wonderful". She enjoyed her 

time in college and worked on 

campus, but said "I would have 

never thought to be as involved 

as some o.f my students are here 

atGGC." 

As the youngest and least ad

venturous in her family, Buell 

explained that she had never 

even been camping when she 

announced to her family that 

she "[ would be] going to Costa 

Rica on a mission's trip and 

then joining the Peace Corps 

in the summer to go to Africa." 

Her family didn't believe that 

she was serious about her deci
sion and were surprised when 

she followed through with 

her trip to Costa Rica, where 

she worked to build a training 

house. When she received her 

letter of acceptance into the 

Peace Corps, her family finally 

realized that she was following 

through. 

"It's definitely the toughest 

job that you'll ever love," said 

Buell about her time living in 

Niger with the Peace Corps. "It 
was tough but you were blessed 

with the friendship of amazing 

people and incredible views, 

and every day I still look for 

that little joy in the world." 

"When I got home I had 

about a month to figure out 

what I was going to do so I 

took the GRE and applied for 

grad school in public health," 

saidBuelJ. 

"In grad school, I worked • 

with campus wellness and stud

ied teen pregnancy, infectious 

diseases, diarrheal diseases, 

tuberculosis, STDs and IIlV," 

said Buell. Diarrheal diseases 

are the second leading cause 

of death for children under five 

years old, which led Buell to 

focus her research on the sub

ject. 

While researching diarrheal 

diseases, Buell arranged to go 

to Uganda for her graduate 

school practicum. 
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"I was supposed to help them 

with their water sanitation eval

uation but two weeks before I 

left the assignment got changed 

to defilement," said Buell. De

filement is specifically sex 

with someone under 16 which 

Buell pictured with peer educators Alberto, GiGi, and Samantha at the NASPA-BA CCHUS 
2015 regional conference. (Photo Credit Katie Buell) 

is sexual violence. 

"Justice is my heart's cry, 

when I see something that's 

not fair, that's when I get very 

passionate," said Buell. The 

PTSD from the experience. 

It took a while to develop the 

courage to travel back to Africa 

again, but her medical mis

sion's trip to Tanzania in 2014 

was an amazing experience and 

she hopes to travel back again 

next summer. 

Buell joined the staff at GGC 

"What Katie does for GGC in wellness programming 
AND support for the academic faculty in the Choices 

for Life classes is in invaluable! Her wellness pro
gramming provides much needed support for our 

exercise and physical activity courses by providing 
body composition measurements, fast food nutrition 
guides, and lunch-and-learn sessions to enhance stu
dent learning. It has been a great experience working 

with Katie to integrate the wellness programming 
with the academic side of the campus." 

-Kristie L. Walsdorf, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Physical Education 

project required a lot of grass

roots work to collect data and 

focused on educating and coun

seling individuals. Buell also 

worked with STD testing for 

World AIDS Day and helped 

educate individuals to reduce 

risks. 

While in Uganda, Buell 

faced a near death experience 

in which she was on a boat 

that caught fire and nearly 

exploded. There wasn't any 

chance to recover from the 

trauma while working and trav

eling, and she still suffers with 

in 2012. 

"I really believe in the GGC 

mission of small classrooms 

and individual development, 

and the students keep me 

young and hip," said BuelJ. 

Buell's open and welcoming 

personality helps students feel 

comfortable talking to her and 

she makes sure that her office is 

always a safe place for students 

to study or talk or eat lunch. 

"Katie is one of the most 

down to earth people." said for

mer student assistant, Sydney 

Coleman, 23, who graduated 

in Summer 2014. "She's funny 

and kind and wilJing to help be

yond the workplace." Coleman 

added that Buell helped her 

apply for and get a job in her 

field and helped her apply for 

and get into grad school. 

"Alberto [Pineda] was stu

dent assistant of the year last 

year, and Kevan [Bowler] has 

been handling all the body 

compositions," said Buell. 

"The students make a huge dif
ference in what we are able to 

achieve." 

"Katie is really great, said 

Bowler, "she's my favorite boss 

that I've had in a long time, and 

I've had a lot of jobs." Bowler 

also stressed the importance 

of free body compositions and 

free supplies available for stu

dents. 
Wellness programs include 

overall health from nutrition 

and exercising to alcohol and 

other drugs. Buell partners with 

the Choices for Life classes, 

and provides supplemental 

programs to help ensure that 

students are active and healthy. 

"Kat~e is amazing, I've 

learned so much," said current 

intern Shazia Salim. "Katie has 

this positive energy and when 

you're around her that energy 

just builds you up." Salim han

dles most of the marketing and 

promotion, the health cave, 

and makes presentations to the 

choices for life classes. 

"Sexual health is incredibly 

important when one in every 

two sexually active adults 

will get an STD by age 25," 

said Buell, who answers wide 

ranges of questions about sex 

and advertises the availability 

of male and female condoms 

which are available without any 

questions asked or ID check. 

Buell especially realized that 

students were not getting the 

sex education they need when 

over 100 students attended a 

Cupcakes and Condoms event 

with a range of questions and 

misconceptions. 

"Blue waffle is not an 

STD," said Buell, who ex

plained that she always makes 

the most of the awkward mo

ments and questions because 

she knows that the students 

need the opportunity to learn 

about sex. 

"Teach abstinence and 

teach safer sex, people need 

to know all the information 

before they make a decision," 

said Buell. "Sex should not be 

taboo, it's part of life." Buell 

is still religious, but doesn't 

agree with some traditional 

Catholic views. She doesn't 

feel any conflicts in educating 

students to make their own 

choices. 

The most important thing 

is to "do what's right for 

you, and make sure you do it 

safely," said Buell. 
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In the works: A tnedia industries tnajor 
BY JULIE THOMPSON 

DESIGN EDITOR 

If Adrian Bowman could change one thing 

about GGC, be would create more fine arts 

degrees. 

Bowman leads a busy lifestyle - he is the 

manager at a local movie theatre and began 

taking his core classes at GGC this semester. 

Like many commuter students, he values the 

convenient aspects of GGC. The drive home 

is under half an hour, classes are small and 

tuition is affordable. He wants to be a chorus 

teacher, but music is one of the many majors 

that GGC does not offer. 

In fact, GGC offers no Fine Arts degrees at 

all. Although this is not unusual for young col

leges - Kennesaw State, for instance did not 

offer a music program until the school's 17th 

anniversary - Gqc faces an unprecedented 

roadblock in a new state policy. 

A degree proposal follows a process simi-

lar to a constitutional bill's path- it passes 

through various chambers within the Board of 

Regents, and might be returned to the profes

sors for revision. 

"Dr. Rusnak and I are working on a major 

proposal, but it's not film," said Assistant 

Professor of Film Dr. Danielle Williams. "We 

have to justify why we need a new program." 

Dr. Santos, Dean of the School of Liberal 

Arts, referred to film faculty's latest brain

child as "Entertainment and Emerging Media 

Studies." He declared this major proposal is 

one of the two Liberal Arts degrees in planning 

stages. 

Dr. Williams elaborated on this 'Entertain

ment and Emerging Media Studies course 

(EEMS): "It's going to include television, film, 

new media, social networking. The title is still 

in the air, but we're looking at more of a Media 

Industries type of major at GGC." 

The research team - Dr. Rusnak, Dr. Wil

liams and Dr. Rybin -,- brainstoni:led the pro

gram in spring 2014, according to Dr. Rusnak. 

Some approval processes take more than two 

years, but Dr. Williams is hopeful; if all goes 

well, the new degree could be offered as early 

as Fall semester 2016, she said. 

Danielle Williams elaborated on the 'Enter

tainment and Emerging Media Studies' course 

(EEMS), " It's going to include Television, 

film, new media, social networking. The title 

is still in the air, but we're looking at more of 

a Media Industries type of major at GGC," 

Dr. Williams said of the multidisciplinary 

program. 

If approved, EEMS will utilize resources 

from numerous departments including Film, 

Music, Art, English, Sociology, and Business, 

and Music. 

But EEMS will not provide the kind of music 

education Adrian Bowman had in mind. EEMS 

would include music courses with a multi

media approach. "So if you're interested in 

music, say music history or sound in film and 

TV-- that's the idea with this course; the art, 

the sociology will feed into media content and 

support it that way, " Dr. Rusnak said. Bow

man is interested in performance based-music 

studies. He found a passion for music in his 

elementary school's chorus class, and pursued 

music in high school. Bowman will transfer 

to Kennesaw State University to follow his 

dream. 

Research for EEMS was partly driven by 

three specific items listed in The Program 

Prospectus' guidelines. 

1) Non Duplicity: USG will not approve 

courses that closely resemble programs offered 

at nearby USG schools. 

2) Economic Need: A degree that teaches stu

dents skills demanded by local industries will 

likely be successful. Faculty are required to in

clude State-and regional occupation projections 

and to include GA department of Labor data to 

show local job opportunities for graduates of 

the hypothetical program. 
3) Student Demand: In the past, some 

approved programs failed because students 

did not enroll in the course. For 'EEMS' , 

film faculty surveyed Film 1005 students. Dr. 

Williams will administer a survey to Business, 

Sociology, Film, Art and English classes this 

October. 

"So if you're interested in music, say the 

music history or sound in film and TV, that's 

the idea with this course; the art, the sociology 

will feed into media content and support it that 

way," said Dr. Rusnak. 

The EEMS proposal includes information on 

the construction of four Gwinnett entertain

ment studios, which will create a demand for 

trained workers. 

"Most of our students live in Gwinnett Coun

ty, so if our students live in this area and stay 

in this area and then work at these studios, and 

they are still living in this area and contributing 

to the the community in multiple ways eco

nomically and providing community support 

and outreach," said Dr. Williams. 

"That's partly why we didn't want to call it a 

film major, because GSU and UGA both have 

film," said Dr. Williams. 

GGC's faculty have planned an unorthodox 

media study. EEMS will utilize resources 

from numerous departments. If approved, this 

multidisciplinary major will include courses 

in Film, Music, Art, English, Sociology, and 

Business classes that relate to both the pro

duction and critical thinking aspects of media 

production. 

Catch 22: 
GGC is a school oriented around its students, 

so if students want new courses badly enough, 

the faculty are likely to accommodate them. 

Many professors are eager to prepare new 

Photo Credit Paulus Abuakel 

courses. Unfortunately, many students won't at

tend GGC because it doesn't offer their major. 

"GGC hasn't incorporated many, if any, music 

programs or extracurricular activities, groups or 

clubs. Originally this deterred me from attend

ing this college," said Adrian Bowman, 20. 

Bowman found a passion for music in his 

elementary school's chorus class. He pursued 

music in high school, and now aspires to be a 

chorus teacher. To follow his dream, Bowman 

will transfer to a school with a fully developed 

music program after completing his core class

es at GGC. 

In the meantime, Bowman hopes to take ad

vantage of GGC's extracurricular opportunities . 

He was excited about the chance to socialize 

with other musical students. 

"I did not know we had music clubs at GGC. 

I'll look them up on the school website," said . 

Bowman. 

That is exactly what Dr. Williams would 

suggest. She advises students whose academic 

passion is not offered at GGC to "reach out and 

do things for free." 

"Hopefully down the line, there will be 

enough opportunity for a focus so that students 

can do this major," said Dr. Rusnak, "maybe 

the idea is to help other programs to develop 

minors that could support their interests. So if 

students are in interested in music, then they 

could do both." 

Campus MovieFest rolls out the red carpet 
BY MARK VILLALBA 

STUDENT CONTRIBUTOR 

Members of Campus Movie Fest screened the 

16 best GGC student films in the Student Center 

for the fifth consecutive year and presented four 

jury-awarded crews, the best actor and best 

actress with silver-tripod awards on Thursday, 

Sept. 24. 

College freshman Anna Marie Pisaturo, 18, 

of Loganville, Ga., was the first-announced 

jury-awarded director for Out There, Somewhere 

(2015) and said she was so excited and speech

less, so made her lead-actor and sweetheart, 

Makale Smith, speak for both of them on stage. 

"I think the best word to use is 'flabbergast

ed'," said Smith, 18, ofVrrginiaBeach, Va., "and 

just full of joy; [I'm] really happy for her." 

The five-minute film follows a teenage 

protagonist played by Pisaturo through a series 

of tracking, close-up, low-angle, and point-of

view shots as she takes a dangerous interest in a 

primarily off-screen creature. Pisaturo attributed 

her inspiration to Where the Wild Things Are 

(2009), saying, "I thought it would be really cool 

to film in the forest and make a mystery out of 

monsters." 

"I actually want to become a film editor 

because I did all the editing," she said, "and I 

really want to go on set, edit the film, and make 

a creation out of what they give me, or [become] 

a director ... I want go to Georgia State so I can 

major in film, but unfortunately, they don't have 

the major here." 

Hau Luc, 2_4, of Vietnam, and college junior 

was the third-announced jury awardee, whose 

Nightmare (2015) was OTA-nominated for Best 

Editing. 

"I feel really happy and excited to have won 

the award from CMF because I made this movie 

for my father and that's based on a true story ... 

I'm so excited to get back home and to tell my 

mom that we won [the silver tripod for] the mov

ie we made about the Vietnam War," said. 

"You know, the Vietcong Communists won the 

war, so they wrote the history, and something's 

wrong, something's not the truth," said Luc. "I 

want to tell the audience, the people, something 

true about the ARYN soldiers that people for

got." The film's somewhat blurry resolution, like 

a memory, is contrasted by the sharp resolution 

of an extreme-close-up shot at the end, framing 

the eyes of an elderly Asian man. 

"My major is in IT, Information Technology, 

because I can't apply for Film," Luc said. "I 

think that's a good idea if [GGC] had a Film 

major, so the students could have more opportu

nities to study and express their fe~lings and to 

finish their goals and to finish their dreams." 

The sixteenth-screened film was How To 

(2015)- a comical documentary about how 

to overcome restrictions within aspirational 

filmmaking. 

"It was pretty scary toward the end there be

cause mine was the last one shown," said David 

Warner, 19, of Lilburn, Ga., amusement-park 

supervisor and GGC sophomore, "so I was 

getting a little bit depressed toward the end, not 

depressed but like saddened, and then as soon as 

I heard the music chime in from the beginning 

of my video, I just immediately, everything 

· lifted up and I began punching my cameraman. 

I thought I was tapping him lightly, but 1·was 

actually beating the [expletive] out of him, 

apparently." 

"I think the movie about how to make a good 

CMF movie was one best ones of those I've 

ever seen," Hardman said, "and we get a lot of 

movies about how to make a movie, and it was 

so funny and so spot on, and honestly, I think we 

might be able to use that to show people how to 

make a good movie for CMF!" 

While she and her colleagues were packing 

up, Hardman expressed how happy she was to 

be back at GGC for the fifth time and about the 

Film minor added in 2014. 

"I'm always shocked and blown away by the 

incredible passion that students have for film-

-making," she said, "I think it's really amazing 

that we see students who have never made 

films before just grow leaps and bounds in their 

techniques and storytelling abilities, and it's 

evidenced by the films here at GGC." 

Hardman talked about Atlanta as a growing 

industry for visual media and how the Distin

guished Filmmakers Network tries to connect 

companies, such as Adobe, Panasonic, The 

Weather Channel, and Children's Healthcare of 

Atlanta, with students who may then showcase 

their skills. 

"The better the work that students do," she 

concluded, ''the more excited a lot of those big 

brands get about students' work and wanting to 

give them opportunities to put things on their 

reel and to get paid for what they're already 

doing." 
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GGC celebrates 'Banned Books Week' 
BY MAMA.DY MARENAH 

STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

The First Amendment was the opening 
statement of a panel that brought awareness 
to students of our constitutional right to 
read whatever we want to. The panelists 
shared expertise on aspects of our rights, 
and shed light on the restrictions that are 
specific to GGC. 

attempting to ban, which makes it very 
difficult. He closed his speech with a very 
important note urging everyone in gathering 
to keep in mind by saying that "our consti
tution does not permit the official suppres
sion of ideas.'' 
"I am not a fan of free speech zones, I 

believe that everywhere should be a free 
speech zone," said Mr. Frank Peters as 
he began his portion of the discussion. 
Controlling where public speaking should 
happen does not make sense to him. 

"Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the government for a redress 
of grievances," the First Amendment states. 
The panel included Dr. Scott Boykin, 
Assistant Professor of Political Science; 
Mark Kannaley, Director of legal affairs; 
and Frank Peters, the Assistant Dean of the 
Library. 

Dr. Scott Boykin, Mark Kannaley, and Frank Peters, Photo credit: Mamady Marenah 

Peters continued his speech by reading 
court cases about the battles to ban certain 
books. He also explained the advocates in 
favor of banning books. Parents immerged 
on top of the list since parents want to con
trol what their children are reading. When 
they can't control the books their child has 
access to, they take steps to remove the 
book from their child's school. 

Dr. Boykin set the stage with a summary 
of a book chapter he wrote which talks 
about the promotion of the First Amend
ment on college campuses and statutory 
requirements that protect students from dis
crimination and harassment. This promotes 
a conducive learning environment that will 
let students participate fully towards their 
education, thus being able to express them
selves to the greatest extend. When students 
graduate, they must be able to face different 
people with different opinions than theirs. 

Dr. Boykin explained one way that col
leges have been trying make this possible 
by providing "free speech zones" around 
campus. They can then regulate speeches by 
providing "speech codes" which determine 
what students can say and what they are not 

allowed to say. He said that this is where 
schools get into trouble. 
"They get into trouble because they wind 

up prohibiting speeches that's actually 
being protected," said Boykin. He mentions 
that under constitutional limitations, the 
school has the right to ban people from say
ing certain things like criminal threats. They 
can also set places and times of speech in 
order to prevent interference with other 
programs. 

Mr. Kannaley critiqued some of Dr. Boy
kin's point in regards to free speech as he 
did not waste any time in pointing out that 
GGC has free speech zones and they are 
open to all students as long as they "do not 
call for the immediate burning down of the 
buildings around campus." 

"I will point out that the law does not 
require nobody to listen to you," added 
Kannaley. He then focused on the issue of 
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banned books. Some of the top books listed 
by the number of attempts to ban in public 
schools include the Bible, the Color Purple, 
Diary of a Young Girl, and also Harry 
Potter, which has been at the top of the list 
for nine years. 

Mr. Kannaley clarified that this only 
applies to public schools but not to private 
schools. People tend to want to ban books 
because of personal reason that may include 
religious and racial themes, but trying to 
ban books always makes people want to 
read them. 
"If you are a Republican and I am part of a 

school board that's made up of all Demo
crats and say do not read this book because 
it was written by a Republican what would 
you do?" asked Kannaley, to which the 
audience answered "Read it". 
He added that today, technology has made 

it easier to access books that people are 

The last example was if a school newspa
per or other publication includes an article 
that may be of detrimental effect to the 
school. The administration may want to 
suppress that article from coming out. Pe
ters also mentioned that many people like to 
think that this is a right wing issue, but the 
fact of the matter is that challenges come 
from both sides of the political spectrum. 

The event was wrapped up with the 
audience questions and sharing their stories 
about people trying to stop them from 
reading what they wanted. The majority 
of the attendees were staff members. This 
event would have been very informative to 
students as well if it had been efficiently 
communicated to them, but few were in 
attendance and others expressed interest if 
they had known. 
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Sen. Balfour brings GGC representatives to GOP 
BY LAURA WALSH 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

The Georgia Republican Party's 2015 Chair
man's Dinner in Atlanta was attended by a hand
ful of GGC students thanks to the generosity of 
Senator Don Balfour. The prestigious event was 
hosted by Georgia Republican Party Chairman 
John Padgett, Governor Nathan Deal and many 
other elected officials. 

The Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Cen
ter came to life with the flood of distinguished" 
guests, grassroots leaders, and elected officials 
dressed perfectly in conservative dresses, 
tailored suits and patriotic accents. The students 
blended well in their best attire and were greeted 
warmly upon entrance in the lobby by U.S. 
Representative, Tom Price. 

Sen. Balfour provided the students with VIP 
access where they were able to mingle with 
the politicians and donors over hors d'oeuvres 
before the dinner began. 

Governor Deal spoke briefly with the student 
attendees. and joined them in a group photo 
during the VIP reception. He warmly welcomed 
the students and encouraged them to stay in
volved in politics. 

A loud hum buzzed through the lobby as 
attendees caught up with friends, donors, 
colleagues and rivals alike. Others, like the stu
dents, scanned memory and surreptitiously read 
nametags in an attempt to find familiar names 
and faces and build connections. 

The dinner opened with the pledge of alle
giance by Debbie McCord, GAGOP Second 
Vice-Chairman, and a heartfelt prayer in true 
form to the conservative values of the GOP. 

Chairman of the Georgia Republican Party, 
John Padgett, kicked off the dinner by celebrat
ing victories of the Republican Party over the last 
year and the fundraising contributions received. 

The victories of2014 included "re-election of 
Governor Deal, the election of David Purdue, se
curing our House and Senate Seats, and replac
ing John Barrow with Rick Allen in Georgia's 
12th Congressional district," said Padgett. 

"Thanks to the outpouring of support from 
hard working Republicans throughout the state, 
the Georgia Republican Party is equipped for 
battle," said Padgett, who urged everyone to 
continue grassroots efforts to knock on doors, 
meet the voters, and welcome all new voters and 
minorities to "the party of freedom." 

"We absolutely must put a Republican pres
ident in office if we hope to turn this country 
around," said Representative Tom Price, "and the 
only way to do that is unified." Price was the first 
to speak as he was flying to Washington D.C. that 
evening to "continue fighting for the people." 

Political pollster and "public opinion guru," 
Frank Luntz was the keynote speaker for the 
event, and his loose-fitting button up shirt and 
white sneakers stood out among the tailored suits 
and ties. 

"If you're looking at me and thinking 'this 
is a mess,' said Luntz gesturing to his attire, "I 
cleaned up for you [ and] this is as good as it 
gets." Luntz opened his speech by forsaking the 
podium and stage and beginning his talk from 
the back of the room. While he spoke, he wan
dered between the large round tables laden with 
plates of half-eaten prime rib and danced over 
the chair legs that met between the tables. 

"How did the kids get to sit at the front table?" 

Georgia Gwinnett Col ege toget er to provide resources and 
voice to Parents and Students. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 
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Laura Walsh, Marcelo Clavarino, Alicia Griffiths, Senator Don Balfour, Jerhvon Pearman, and 
Brandon Seay at the Chairmans podium after the dinner. (Photo Credit Laura Walsh) 

Luntz stopped mid-sentence to ask of the GGC 
students. "Who did you pay off?" The students 
laughed and pointed to Senator Balfour, who 
Luntz then thanked for bringing the young 
adults. 

Luntz then spoke out against the politics of 
his recent interviewee and 2015 presidential 
candidate, Donald Trump, saying ''we have to 
put principle into politics because how we treat 
people does matter." 

One of the student attendees, Cadet Alicia 
Griffiths, was recognized by Luntz for her mili-

Behind the Scenes of Care,erBuilder~ 
Wednesday, October 28, 2015 14:30- 7:30 PM 
C areer8u !lder 
5550 Peachtree Parkway, Suite 200 
Norcross, GA 30092 
careerbuilder.com 

tary service and was later thanked by Chairman 
Padgett and many other individuals. 

"Receiving so much recognition from distin
guished leaders made me really proud to be able 
to serve our country in a way that is so respect
ed," said Griffiths. 

The event concluded with a short Q&A session 
in which Luntz responded to comments from 
Bernard "Bernie" Marcus, co-founder and first 
CEO of Home Depot, and many other guests 
looking to indulge their curiosity. 

W IT 
WOMEN IN 
TECHNOLOGY 

To register, please visit : http://bit.ly/1 K9DVUl 
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Editorial: Geo caching for treasure 
BY MICHELLE SAMSON 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

Geocaching - a relatively 
new and unknown activity 
in which people use GPS 
to map out and find hidden 
treasures in their vicinity 
with coordinates - has 
inexplicably possessed the 
city of Lawrenceville and 
the greater Atlanta area. 

There have been times 
where I have almost resort
ed to some kind of made-up 
geocache summoning of 
licking bark on trees and 
dancing a s.ort of geocache 
dance during bouts of frus
tration. Finding small items 
in the wildeq1ess can be 
hard. I am left completely 
bereft when I spend a half
hour digging t~ough the 
dirt to no avail. The geocaching app relays 

coordinates of hidden 
objects, mostly medicine 
bottles and bison tubes, that 
contain paper logs on which 
an adventurer can sign their 
name and date their arrival 
to legitimize the endeavor. 

The obsession that keeps 
me fueled comes from the 
moment I capture the prize. 
The on-campus cache is a 
mere pill bottle wrapped 

Printable tag to identify geocaching locations, Photo Credit Geocaching.com 

behind the geocaches. 

The map of Lawrenceville 
is littered with green, blue 
and orange dots ( the colors 
indicate traditional, multi
cache and mystery caches, 
respectively) hidden by 
geocache aficionados ....:_ one 
of those can even be found 
right here on campus. 

in duct tape. The logbook 
inside is damp and scrib
bled entirely with names 
spanning from 2010 to 
September of this year. This 
does not sound the least bit 
fanciful and I probably look 
suspect holding up a pill 
bottle by a lamppost but the 
exhilaration from the find 

around in circles until our 
compass indicated that we 
had arrived at our destina
tion. I found yet another 
pill bottle containing a neon 
alien figurine nestled into a 
tree. 
Fittingly, both ofus had 

forgotten writing utensils so 
we asked the firemen work
ing nearby on a truck for a 
pen. One of the men peered 
over at us and asked if we 
had "found it". Another 
jokingly inquired if we had 
found money in the contain
er. No, we had not. 

A location may serve nar
rative purpose such as with 
"343" or a container may be 
an odd kitsch item and I will 
render an image of the hider, 
an image worthy of a char
acter from a Wes Anderson 
film. 
Ultimately, geocaching 

enables a kind of empa-
thy to be feJt and enables 
moments of introspection. 
These outdoor talismans are 
an extension of the people 
who hid them, allowing 
others to experience a rare 
and otherworldly perspec
tive. 

is real. 
I admit to using my down 

time in between classes to 
hunt for these items. I take 
the pursuit too seriously; the 
handy compass app on my 
phone accompanies me to 
the exact coordinates where 
I will often times crawl 
through untrimmed bushes 
and unclutter piles of leaves 
to find unwanted ant piles. 

I recently took a trip to 
downtown Lawrenceville to 
fulfill an agenda to seek out 
a few geocaches. The course 
from my friend's parked car 
to our first find was riddled 
with fast cars travelling 
down Luckie Street and 
sublime window-shopping 
views. We reached the fire 
station downtown and paced 

The touching aspect of this 
particular geocache is its 
name. The person who hid 
the bottle called it "343" in 
remembrance of his "fellow 
brother firefighters that 
were killed on 9/11 ". I al
ways marvel over the stories 

Whether interested in 
outdoor misadventures or 
fascinated with little trin
kets, I highly recommend 
spending time searching for 
geocaches. 

Op-Ed: We don't all speak American ... 
BY TYLER VINING 

MANAGING EDITOR 

I have the great pleasure of going to 
school on the most diverse campus in 
the South. We usually measure diversity 
through race, ethnicity, gender, or reli
gion, but strangely never in language. 
On my way from the parking deck to C 
Building or the Student Center, I can hear 
a variety of languages spoken among stu
dents or to people over the phone. From 
the usual Korean or Spanish you hear in 
Gwinnett County to the rare and beautiful 
sounds of Jamaican Patois, Amharic, Ar
abic, or the occasional Slavic language, 
the students speak their native tongues 
with either great pride out loud or in 
whispered telephone calls to their par
ents. This is not diversity you can see, 
but one you can hear. Growing up mul
tiracial, I heard Vietnamese every single 
day when I lived with my grandparents in 
Jacksonville, Florida. My granny would 
mutter it under her breath, ye1l it over the 
phone, and interpret it for her friends and 
clients. I, unfortunately, never had the op
portunity to learn it. In the past, schools 
would encourage immigrant families to 
only speak English at home, thus figura
tively cutting the tongue out of my moth
er's mouth and leaving her and myself 
lacking the language. This left me bitterly 
explaining my whole life why I didn't 
speak "Asian" or "Chinese" to ignorant 
people. It exacerbated my disconnect not 
only to Vietnamese people and culture but 
to parts of my family as well. But why 
does it matter? After all, I've heard many 
Americans say, "Everyone speaks English 
anyway." 

The problem is that we don't all speak 
Enlgish. According to Ethnologue in 

2015, only 380 million out of 7 billion 
people speak English as native language. 
510 million speak it as a second language, 
leaving 890 million speaking English, 
which is less than 1/7 of the world's 
population. Clearly then,, not everyone 
speaks English. However, there are a lot 
of people who want that to happen, which 
frightens me. I, for one, love linguistic di
versity. Languages are the vehicle through 
which you explore existence. Different 
languages come with different ideals and 
ways of seeing the world. When someone 
says they want to eliminate or do away 
with every language but one, and in turn 

every way of thinking but one, the fear 
of linguistic supremacy is not far behind. 
So what do people really think when it 
comes to others speaking languages other 
than English? 

I decided to perform a mini--albeit un
scientific--expetiment. I took the time to 
speak Spanish either over the phone or in 
person and looked for people's reactions. 
To be clear, Spanish is not my native 
language; I am not Hispanic and I am in 
no way attempting to be representative 
of the Hispanic community or their expe
riences, but it was the foreign language 
I felt most comfortable speaking for this 
experiment (I also speak French and a 
little bit of rusty Japanese). I wanted to 
see if my hypothesis was correct that 
monolingual Anglophones would react 
negatively when they heard me speaking 
Spanish to a friend on campus and in 
Gwinnett. I've had previous experiences 
where people reacted negatively, so I 
expected the trend to continue and I was 
mostly correct. In one trial, I asked a 
friend if he had eaten already on campus 
and a person in the room rolled their 
eyes: Another time, I was speaking over 

the phone at self-checkout at Wal-Mart_, 
I hung up before finishing and the clerk 
overseeing self-checkout said "Adios" so 
discourteously that I bit my tongue and 
walked away (this is my third experience 
like this while speaking Spanish that 
an employee has reacted negatively at 
Wal-Mart). The third experiment: I was 
speaking to a friend in person and we had 
switched from Spanish to English. Half
way through the English conversation, 
we asked a third friend a question (in 
English) to which they crudely responded 
that they didn't speak Spanish. The fourth 
experiment, I decided to change it up and 
I posted a picture on my Snapchat story 
and captioned it with "We 're going to the 
mountain!" in Japanese because I was 
going to hike up Stone Mountain. The 
statement wasn't sent to anyone, but two 
people replied, asking me to speak En
glish and what I said in Chinese. 

Although these experiments were not 
conducted through the scientific method, 
they demonstrated that this area is far 
from accepting of non-Anglophones. I 
hear statements all the time from Gwin
nettians and Republican candidates that 
you must speak English - that to be an 
American, you must speak English. I 
wholeheartedly disagree. My grand
mother speaks Vietnamese and she's just 
as much as an American as you or I. The 
millions of Spanish-speaking immigrants 
in this country are just as American as 
you and me. I believe that a person should 
feel free to speak whatever language with 
which they feel most comfortable and 
they should be able to do so without suf
fering prejudice. If you've experienced 
prejudice or discrimination on the basis of 
your language, please share your experi
ences with me at tvining@ggc.edu. 

October 2015 

Faculty Editorial: 
Russia and Syria 

BY DR. AMIR AZARVAN 

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Russia's Involvement in The 
Syrian War: What Are We to Make 
of It? 

When viewed through the lens 
of the Western media, Russia's 
military involvement in the Syr
ian war seems like a troubling 
development. We 're told, or 
are led to believe, that Russia 
has "demanded" that "American 
warplanes exit Syrian airspace 
immediately;" that Russian jets 
have largely attacked "opposition 
forces", not ISIS; that Russia is 
concerned more with keeping Syr
ian president, Bashar al Assad, in 
power than with fighting terror
ists; and that dozens of civilians 
have already been killed by Rus
sian airstrikes. But there are three 
points that ought to be borne in 
mind as we consider these claims 
and insinuations: 

First, the distinction drawn 
between ISIS and "opposition 
forces" is giving the false impres
sion that the latter is an assem
blage of secular, moderate, and 
pro-democratic groups. Included 
among them is Al Nusra, the al 
Qaeda-linked group designated 
by tp.e US State Department as a 
terrorist organization. As for the 
Free Syrian Army - you know, 
the "good rebels" - we're not 
in agreement on whether it even 
exists anymore, let alone has the 
capability of taking over Syria. 
There are even government re
ports that the FSA has provided 
Al Nusra with military equipment 
issued by the US-led coalition. 
It is telling that even the BBC 
(which normally purveys anti-As
sad propaganda) acknowledges 
that "Washington's efforts to arm 
the so-called moderate Syrian op
position have descended into near 
farce." 

Second, civilian casualties are 
inevitable in times of war (in 
fact, it's frequently argued that 
civilians comprise the majority of 
those killed in wars fought today). 
Americans should be well aware 
of this fact. The initial assault 
on Iraq, alone, resulted in an esti
mated 6,716 civilian deaths. Isn't 
it sort of awkward for the U.S., of 
all countries, to criticize Russia 
for committing the same tragic 
mistakes (if, indeed, it truly has)? 

Third, Russia requested, not de
manded, that "U.S. aircraft avoid 
Syrian airspace," according to a 
US State Department spokesman. 
This is not a mere semantic dif
ference. A demand would imply 
an attempt to intimidate the U.S., 
whereas a request is consistent 
with the more likely explanation 
that the Russians were simply 
seeking to avoid an accident that 
might worsen an already tens~ sit
uation between two nuclear pow
ers. 

With respect to Syria's political 
future, the choice is ultimately be
tween j ihadists and Assad. Should 
we condemn Russia for having 
chosen the latter? 
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Una visita a Argentina! 
BYANABEDON 

STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

Definitivamente gracias a la tecnologia actual

mente podemos comunicarnos facilmente con 
cualquier persona, en cualquier lugar del mundo. 

Aqui en Georgia Gwinnett College contamos con 

profesores que van mas alla de solo dictar una 

clase, para brindar una mejor experiencia a sus 
estudiantes. Este es el caso de la doctora Goldoni, 

profesora de espafiol en GGC. El dia 1 de oc

tubre de 2015, su clase de espafiol se comunic6 

via Skype para hablar con estudiantes en Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. Este es un ejemplo perfecto de 

como los estudiantes de Georgia Gwinnett College 
estan teniendo la experiencia de aprender nuevos 
idiomas e interactuar con otras culturas. 

Los estudiantes de Goldoni tenian sus pregun

tas listas para hacerles a los estudiantes argenti

nos. Todos estaban ansiosos de practicar espafiol y 

aprender de los estudiantes argentinos. Sonia Ur
sini es profesora de musica en Buenos Aires y es

taba con un grupo de cuatro estudiantes de su clase 

de musica. Leandro, Santiago, Fernando y Cidro 
· se presentaron ante los estudiantes de GGC y rap

idamente empezaron a practicar su espafiol. Lean

droOcon , es estudiante de musica, estudia canto 
y trabaja en defensa nacional. Santiago Cambra es 

contador publico y cantante. Fernando Kreyness 

es llll estudiante de seclllldaria y le gusta el rock en 
espafiol y toma clases de ingles. Finalmente Isidro 

Escasany es musico, toca el piano y la bateria. Los 
estudiantes de GGC tambien se presentaron en in
gles y en espafiol. 

Despues de presentarse uno con otros, los es

tudiantes de GGC empezaron a hacer las pre
guntas que tenian preparadas para los estudiantes 

argentinos. Ellos les preguntaron si habia museos 
en Argentina, ya que a muchos les gusta el arte. 

La profesora Ursini respondi6 que habian muchos 

museos de arte naturales, de ciencias, historia y 
arte, en especial uno llamado Malba (Museo de 
Arte Latinoamericano de Buenos Aires). Este 

museo esta dedicado al arte latinoamericano del 
siglo 20, posee solamente una colecci6n que in-

cluye las principales tendencias y movimientos 

que caracterizan el arte de la zona en todos los 

medios que reunen pinturas, esculturas, dibujos, 
grabados, collages, fotografias, instalaciones yob

jetos de artistas desde Mexico hastaArgentina y el 
Caribe. Los estudiantes Argentinos preguntaron si 

GGC ofrecia clases de musica. Miranda Williams 

respondi6 que si y que ella en particular estaba 
aprendiendo a tocar la guitarra. En ese mismo 
momento saco su guitarra y la empez6 a tocar, en

sefiado a los estudiantes argentinos lo mucho que 

sabia. Despues los estudiantes de Argentina can
taron una de las canciones de Carlos Gardel "El 

dia que me quieras"que practican con la profesora 

Ursini y rapidamente el sal6n de clase se convirtio 
como en un programa de American Idol. Los es

tudiantes de GGC luego preguntaron que piensan 
de los ciudadanos estadounidense y la cultura aqui 
en los Estados Unidos. Leandro contesto que el 

reconoce los diferentes acentos que hay entre el 
norte y el sur de los Estados Unidos. Como es la 

vida cotidiana de un estudiante en GGC? Juan 

Marin, estudiante de secundaria que esta tomando 
clases en GGC en el contexto del "dual program", 

contest6 que era diferente que la secundaria. En la 
secundaria tenia mas tarea que en la universidad, 
pero tenia que estudiar mas duro para pasar sus 

examenes. 
Al final de un ciclo de pregunta, llego el mo

mento de despedirse y cada clase agradeci6 el 

momento tan divertido, e inolvidable que habian 

pasado. Los estudiantes de Argentina se despi
dieron felizmente y prometieron volver a comu

nicarse durante el mes de noviembre. Sin duda la 
experiencia que vivio la clase de espafiol de la pro

fesora Goldoni fue unica y muy enriquecedora ya 

que tuvieron la oportunidad de practicar el espafiol 
que han aprendido hasta el momento y comuni
carse con otros estudiantes muy parecidos a ellos 

pero en otro pais, con diferentes costumbres, tradi
ciones y estilo de vida. Experiencias como estas 
es lo que hacen GGC una escuela diferente donde 

se puede decir que se puede ir a Sur America en 
menos de urta hora .... 

(English language translation directly below) 

A visit to Argentina via Skype 
BYANABEDON 

STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

TRANSLATED BY TYLER VINING 

MANAGING EDITOR 

Thanks to technology, we actually have the 1 

power to easily communicate with anyone 
anywhere on the globe. Here at Georgia Gwin
nett College, we count among ourselves pro
fessors that go above and beyond just teaching 
a class in order to offer a better experience to 
their students. This is the case of Dr. Goldoni, 
Professor of Spanish at GGC. On Oct. 1, 2015, 
her Spanish class communicated via Skype to 
speak with students in Buenos Aires, Argen
tina. This is a perfect example of how the 
students of Georgia Gwinnett College have the 
experience to learn new languages and interact 
with other cultures. 

Goldoni's students had questions prepared to 
ask the Argentinian students. All of them were 
anxious to practice Spanish and learn from 
the students from Argentina. Sonia Ursini is 
a Music Professor in Buenos Aires, and she 
was with a group of four students from her 
music class. Leandro, Santiago, Fernando, and 
Cidro presented before GGC students and they 
quickly began to practice their Spanish. Lean
dro Alcon, a Music student, studies song and 
works in national defense. Santiago is a public 
accountant and singer. Fernando is a second
ary student who likes Spanish Rock and takes 
classes in English. Finally, Cidro is a musician 
who plays the piano and drums. GGC students 
presented in English and Spanish. 

After presenting with one another, the stu
dents of GGC started to ask the questions they 
had prepared for the Argentinian students. 
They asked them if there were museums in 
Argentina and if they liked art. Professor 
Ursini responded that there were many mu
seums of natural arts, of science, history, art, 
and a special one called MALBA (Museum 
of Latin American Art of Buenos Aires). This 

museum, dedicated to Latin American art 
of the 20th century, only possesses a collec
tion of the main trends and movements that 
characterized the art of the area in all media 
combining paintings, sculptures, drawings, 
pictures, collages, photographs, installations, 
and objects from artists from Mexico to 
Argentina and the Caribbean. The Argentinian 
students asked if GGC offered music classes. 
Miranda Williams responded that yes we do 
and that she in particular was learning to play 
the guitar. In this moment, she took out her 
guitar and began to play, showing the students 
from Argentina how well that she could play. 
After the students from Argentina sang one of 
the songs they practiced with Professor Ursini 
and the classroom quickly converted into a 
program of American Idol, GGC students 
asked them what they thought of Americans 
and American culture. Leandro answered that 
he recognizes the different accents between 
the American North and South. How is the 
daily life of a GGC student? Juan Marin, a 
high school student taking classes within the 
dual enrollment program, answered that it was 
different in high school. In high school, there's 
more homework than in college, but he had to 
study harder to pass his exams. 
At the end of the Q & A session, the mo

ment arrived to say farewell and each class 
appreciated the very fun and unforgettable 
moment that had happened. The students 
from Argentina said a happy farewell and 
promised to communicate again in November. 
Without a doubt the experience that lived in 
Dr. Goldoni 's Spanish class was unique and 
enriching in that the students had the opportu
nity to practice their Spanish and had learned 
from the moment by communicating with 
other students similar to them but in another 
country, with different customs, traditions, 
and lifestyle. Experiences like these are what 
makes GGC a different school where one can 
say they can go to South America in less than 
an hour. 

October 2015 
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Halloween hauntings, ghosts of Lawrenceville 
BY NOELLE BARRETT 

STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

Did you know that GGC is in the middle of 

"Ghost Town"? Lawrenceville has a history 

of many ghosts. Terrifying and tragic ghosts 

live ( or not) right around the corner in the 

Lawrenceville town square. Every October 

the Aurora Theatre puts on The Lawrenceville 

Ghost Tour to make sure these ghosts stories 

are heard by the public! 

It was a chilly 7:30 pm when everyone 

departed from the Aurora Theatre. The group 

began by walking behind the theatre to the 

Lawrenceville Welcome Center, a place that 

normally seems cheery and bright, but on this 

night was dark and eerie. The darkness may 

be attributed to the evening hour, but the eerie 

feeling everyone got? None of them knew why. 

After learning about the old Lawrenceville 

mayor, Jule Oakes, and how his daughter do

nated money to have his house turned into the 

welcome center, the group continued down the 

street and around Lawrenceville square to hear 

about the local ghosts and see the places they 

allegedly haunt. 

Several of the local shops and eateries have 

a history of ghosts. The tour guide stopped in 
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front of Dominick's, a little Italian restaurant 

on the comer of Perry Street and Lawrencev

ille Highway. Before it was renovated into a 

restaurant, Dominick's was an old inn. One 

day an older man came in so incredibly ill that 

the innkeeper thought he was drunk. The poor 

man couldn't even speak properly. Once the 

innkeeper realized his mistake he called a local 

doctor and let the man rest in one of his rooms 

on the top floor. The doctor told the worried 

innkeeper that the ill man wouldn't make it 

through the night and to just keep him comfort

able until he passed away. 

The innkeeper stayed by the man's bed

side until he died but when he went through 

the man's belongings in hopes of identifying 

him, all he could find was a small silver rattle. 

Everyone in the group looked around nervous

ly as the guide continued with her tale. After 

being buried in an unmarked grave, the man's 

ghost told the innkeeper the name of a lady. 

The innkeeper wrote to and sent the silver rat

tle to the name he was told and then received 

a letter from the man's sister thanking him for 

sending the gift that her brother was bringing 

for her newborn son. 

Everyone on the tour was stunned silent and 

the tour guide set off again, this time head

ed to the local bar, McCray's. The group 

walked through the bar passing several 

families and couples enjoying their meals. 

The tour continued passed the strange 

glances from those dining, and eventually 

was lead out the bar's back. 

There, the guide told a story of a town drunk 

who would always howl about seeing the 

ghost of a little girl. The manager of McCray's 

said that one night while she was closing up, 

someone came from behind her, put their hand 

on her shoulder, and pushed her all the way 

to the floor but when she looked back, no one 

was there. 

The manager called in a paranormal inves

tigation team that found both the little girl that 

the town drunk kept mentioning and also an 

older man that was keeping the little girl cap

tive as a ghost. The guide told the group that 

the paranormal investigation team helped the 

little girl pass over to the 'other side' but that 

the man's ghost still resides at McCray's. 

The group was then led to what used to be 

the old Lawrenceville jail house where she 

says the most serious story happened. There 

was a slave owner who went to his slave, El

leek's living quarters one night drunk and an

gry and chased Elleck up a ladder with a sword 

in his hand. The master fell off the ladder and 

impaled himself. 

Elleck went to the local police and told them 

how his master had died, but they didn't be

lieve him and they locked him up for murder. 

After several days of chipping away at his jail 

cell's wall, Elleck was chained to the floor by 

his wrists and ankles. While he was chained 

to the floor he sang to keep himself distracted. 

After three days, Elleck was hung but to this 

day people still hear him singing and every 

now and again people will hear what sounds 

like someone chipping away at a wall. 

The Lawrenceville Ghost Tour tells addi

tional tales of a man who was shot multiple 

times but never injured, real skeletons dancing 

in the alleyways, a double suicide that wasn't 

and many more ghost stories that make up part 

of the history of Lawrenceville! 

Who knew we were going to college in such 

a spooky town ... 

The jail cell where Elleck can be heard 
singing (Photo Credit Noelle Barrett) 

October album review: CHVRCHES 
BY RUSTY HATCHELL 

STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

Run Time: 42:02 e uxe: 5: ) 
Pros: consistent energy, unpredictable 

song structures 

on the 6th track ("High Enough to Carry You Over") as 
Doherty takes over lead vocals in a slightly-jarring, but 
smartly-produced decision. 

Cons: hard to decide if better or same 
as debut album 

Overall, fans will be very pleased with the sounds of the 
new release. Hopefully, it will not be another two years 
until the third release, but the time spent on this release is 
much appreciated. 

Overall Grade: A 

Two years after Scottish synthpop trio CHVRCHES 
exploded on the scene with their first album "The Bones of 
What You Believe," patient fans have finally been gifted the 
highly-anticipated sophomore release. What frontwoman 
Lauren Mayberry and very talented instrumentalists Iain 
Cook and Martin Doherty offer is a 42-minute (Deluxe: 
55-minute) album full of consistent energy from dancefloor 
singles ("Clearest Blue") to emotionally-complex ballads 
("Afterglow"). 

The beats and rhythms are a bit more clean-sounding than 
their debut album, but the band members were careful to 
not sound overly-polished, a flawed characteristic of many 
other pop albums of recent years. But what truly stands as a 
testament of dedication to the band's identity and direction 
· is the emotional value of every track on the album. May
berry, a rising figure against the misogynist trends in so~ial 
media, soars as a powerful vocalist on rhythmic anthems 
("Keep You on My Side") and ambient tracks ("Down 
Side of Me") alike. A pleasant surprise in the album comes 

N etflix review: Expendables 3 
BY MICAH SIEBEL 

STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

Expendables 3 ... Was it everything you 

and I anticipated it being? Absolutely! As the 

movie opens, I flash back to the Rocky days, 

slightly annoyed that Stallone and the Rus

sian jerk (Dolph Lungren) are even friends, 

but I keep watching. 

The Expendables Crew is down and out, 

with just a handful of men left. As they get 

called to their first mission they find and old 

adversary working under a new alias - and 

adversary assumed dead - Stonebanks (Mel 

Gibson). 

In predictable fashion, you see some hard

core displays of skill in the first scene, with 

our favorite team of five men running into 

a massive pile of dung. Yet they manage to 

blow some stuff up, obliterate 50 men and 

kick butt in an incredible and unrealistic 

truck rally where you see some nasty old 80s 

or 90s loading dock trucks charging through 

walls and catching a launched boat, all while 

going 60 mph. 

The startling part of the seemingly unreal

istic driving scene is that it was not all fake. 

One of the major stories that came out of pro

duction was that one of these trucks actually 

had a brake failure during one the scenes, 

and Jason Stratham put his diving skills into 

action by breaking out of the sinking truck 

and saving his own life. So if it seems like 

the fear was real, there's a pretty good chance 

it was. 

After that early battle Stallone decides that 

he doesn't want to lose the rest of his friends, 

so in a rush he recruits the craziest group of 

new and young expendable fighters he can. 

find. Stonebrutlcs succeeds in upsetting ev

eryone watching as he throws every not only 

his personal skills into the fight, but an entire 

military at the newly assembled Expendables 

team. 

Will they succeed? What do you think? It's 

Sylvester Stallone! Is it worth the relative-

ly predictable storyline to watch the sweet 

explosions, gunfire, stunts and obliteration of 

buildings? Yes. DO IT! 
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Student interest may lead to Grizzly Equestrians 
BY ARRICA WYNN 
DESIGN EDITOR 

Located five miles from campus and 
nestled in the Dacula suburbs, Corner
stone Equestrian is the hopeful new home 
of the upcoming Georgia Gwinnett Col
lege equestrian team. 

In the highly competitive leagues of 
collegiate equestrian sports, an expe
rienced trainer is required to guide the 
team to victory. Marian Bickers, 30, is the 
founder and trainer of the stables at Cor
nerstone and aims to tum GGC 's upcom
ing equestrian team into a true contender. 

Cornerstone is home to 22 horses and 
spans across 10 acres with expansion 
soon to come. Features include a large 
arena with seating, field and arena jumps 
and lesson horses personally matched to 
the rider. Marian Bickers, Photo Credit Cornerstone Equestrian 

"It's an actively growing sport, more 
and more colleges are getting teams so 
it's becoming more competitive with the 
number of members joining," said Bick
ers. "I am extremely thrilled to start this 
team with GGC." 

Bickers began riding horses at the age 
of three and fell in love instantly. She 
went on to teach lessons throughout high 
school and college before competing on 
the North Georgia Equestrian Team. Her 
training spans through Florida and into 
Europe where she trained horses that be
came Olympic caliber. 

"Fifteen college students currently train 
and compete at Cornerstone, but more 
GGC students are needed," said Bickers. 

"Any beginner can walk into the stables 
and learn to show and event. It just takes 
practice and dedication," she said. "The 

more time they have in the saddle the bet
ter the team will become." 

Riders of all experience levels are wel
come to join the team and can expect to 
ride weekly. Depending on the expertise 
of the individual, students will be able to 
compete within the year. 

"We need to get students here that are 
currently riding and you would also have 
students that would want to join GGC 
because of the team," said Bickers in re
gards to the formation of GGC 's eques
trian team. 

Marian's record of training excellence 
is evident in her current team's rankings. 

Last year, Cornerstone had more points 
than any other equestrian team in Geor
gia. Within the past three years, Comer-

D1 M 
~~tnf)O&iurn 

"A Republic If We Can Keep It" 
A Symposium on the Fragility of Democracy 

f nvited Spealers~ 
Jerry Gonzalez, Georgia Association of Latino Elected Officials 
Dr. Bernard Bongang, Savannah State University 
Charles Shapiro, President of World Affairs Council of Atlanta 

Dictatorship, Interest Groups, Gridlock, 
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stone has sent three high school riders to 
nationals and is second in Georgia cur
rently. 

Competition through the Intercolle
giate Horse Shows Association involves 
eight levels of Hunter Seat Riding with 
jump heights ranging to 2'9". Over 370 
colleges compete in the United States 
and Canada and with dedicated students, 
GGC may become one of them. 

The barn competes almost every week
end from August to March with five col
legiate competitions a year. 

With enough student volunteers and the 
club receiving full recognition from the 
student's association, the GGC equestrian 
team could begin training immediately 
for competitions. 

"The students have done very well and 
I'm very proud of them," Bickers said. "A 
bunch of them just started college after 
competing in high school and made it to 
nationals so the team would have a great 
start." 

When asked if she could make GGC 
a leader in college equestrian athletics, 
Bickers replied, "Yes, absolutely." 

"It's so cool they are making a team, I 
would love to come watch them actually 
compete," said Jessica Wylie, 26 - a ju
nior at GGC. 

Alex Schepanksy, 21, a sophomore at 
GGC, has volunteered to be president of 
the equestrian team. 

"I've emailed advisors regarding their 
approval," said Schepanksy. "I have sev
eral people that are interested in starting 
this club." 

"It would create more spirit," Bick
ers continued. "It's always good to get 
students involved and the retention rate 
would go up if they have something to 
stick around for. I have five college stu
dents that are not going to GGC because 
they didn't have an equestrian team they 
could join." 

Interested in joini , . , 
the u . 
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Cox and Konfederak punch tickets to New York 
COURTESY OF 

GRIZZLY ATHLETICS 

SUMTER, S.C. - Chase 

Hodges wanted to see his 
men's and women's tennis 

teams make history this 
weekend at Palmetto Tennis 

Center, and after four unprec

edented days at the USTA/ 

ITA National Small College 
Championships, that's exactly 

what happened. 

In an event that saw the Griz
zlies claim three of a possible 

four NAIA national champi

onships, Kevin Konfederak 

and Jordan Cox provided a 

fitting exclamation point to 

the weekend as each earned an 

automatic berth to the USTA/ 
ITA National Indoor Intercol

legiate Championships next 

month. Konfederak was the 

first get through, taking home 

the singles title in the Small 
College Super Bowl, and he'd 

combine with Cox to win 

the doubles crown just a few 

hours later. 
"This tournament perfor

mance is right up there with 

the team national champion

ships," Hodges said. "Every

one is going to know about 

us now when we go to New 

York. We know that we can 
play with the best teams in the 
country, and I think this fall 

Kevin Konfederak, Jordan Cox and Chase Hodges, Photo credit: Grizzly Athletics 

is further proof of that. This joyed a relatively quick match "Kevin's performance today 

was an incredible weekend, against Division II champion was surgical," Hodges said. 

and I'm just trying to take it Jan Meyer, who hailed from "To beat a player like that in 

all in." Azusa Pacific. Konfederak the way that he did is incred-

The Small College Super raced out to a 5-1 lead in the ible. That's the best singles 

Bowl represented the penulti- opening set and cruised from match that I've seen Kevin 

mate phase of the USTA/ITA there, picking up a 6-2, 6-2 play. He survived the match 

national tournament schedule, decision in less than an hour. with Jordan in the NAIA final, 

and Cox and Konfederak "I felt great the whole he survived the match yes-

will now take on some of the match," Konfederak said. "My terday with the junior college 

best players from the NCAA forehand was working well all champion, and then he had 

Division I ranks at the indoor weekend, so that helped me a a relatively easy final. When 

championships, which will be lot, and I was serving pretty you can grind out results like 

played at the USTA Billie Jean well. I think I got a little bit that and put yourself in a good 

King National Tennis Center better every day here. I knew position, good things can 
in Flushing Meadows, N.Y. that I was playing well, but I happen." 

Konfederak, who played in don't think I expected to come Meyer finished the 2015 

a pair of three-hour marathon out of the fall as the No. 1 spring campaign with the No. 

singles matches on Saturday to player, so I'm trying to enjoy 1 ranking in DII. 

advance to Sunday's final, en- this moment." Konfederak would return to 

the stadium court at Palmetto 

Tennis Center later in the 
day as he and Cox took on 

Concordia (N.Y.)'s Jui Mao 

and Ofir Ginat in the doubles 

event. The Grizzly duo once 

again excelled, cruising to a 
6-2, 6-4 victory to secure the 

crown. 
In retrospect, it was a victory 

last spring that foreshad-

owed the success that Cox 
and Konfederak experienced 

this weekend. In last May's 

NAIA national championship 

match against Embry-Riddle, 

the Grizzly duo upended the 
top-ranked and 2014 Small 

College Super Bowl champion 

tandem of Deni Zmak and Jai

me Sanchez-Canamares Rios. 

"Jordan has been talking 

to me about going to New 

York all summer and then 
when we got here in the fall," 

Konfederak revealed. "We've 

practiced a lot together and it's 

all worked out. I'm looking 

forward to it." 
"This is something that 

Kevin and I have been talking 

about a lot," Cox affirmed. 

"I'm really proud of how 

Kevin and I played this whole 

weekend, and to be able to 
go to New York now is huge 

for us. I couldn't be more 

excited." 
The day marked another 

milestone in Konfederak's 
already impressive fall. The 

Buenos Aires, Argentina, 

native was coming off a 

National Freshman of the Year 

campaign last _spring, and he 

kicked things off with a run 
to the final at the Southern In
tercollegiate Championships, 
which took place at the Uni

versity of Georgia last month. 

His form continued into the 
South Region championships, 

where he lifted the singles 

crown, and he will now 

become the first-ever singles 

representative for GGC at the 

national indoor event. 
"I don't know if it's possible 

to top what Kevin's done this 

year," Hodges said. "To come 

in and win a national title 

and freshman of the year, and 

then follow it up with national 
titles in singles and doubles? 

You can't beat that. That's 

almost like the Triple Crown, 

and then you throw a national 

sportsmanship award on top 
of that? It doesn't get any 

better. I'm sure 20 years from 
now, I'll still be talking about 

the 2015 calendar year for 

Kevin. It's going to be hard 

to top." 

Play at the USTA/ITA Na

tional Indoor Intercollegiate 
Championships will begin 

Nov. 13. 

Grizzlies set for Brenau and point showdowns 
COURTESY OF 

GRIZZLY ATHLETICS 

LA WREN CE VILLE - The 

Georgia Gwinnett women's 

soccer team will continue to 

vie for state supremacy this 

week as the Grizzlies are set 
to host Brenau on Monday 

evening before hitting the 

road for Point on Wednes

day. 

Monday's meeting with 

the Tigers will represent an 
opportunity for the Grizzlies 

to extend their school-record 
home winning streak, which 

now stands at 10 matches. 

The Green and Gray have 

been especially potent at 

home this season, putting_ 
together a 6-0 mark and 

outscoring opponents by a 

34-2 margin. However, the 

team is coming off of one 

of the tightest tests of the 

run, a 2-1 double-overtime 

victory over Reinhardt last 
Wednesday. 

Amy Morland, who regis

tered a goal and an assist in 

the contest, now has three 
goals and four helpers on 

the season, helping guide 

an offense that has out

scored opponents by a 42-26 

margin. Bristol Countess 

enters the weekend as the 

team's leader in both cate-

Melissa Lay, Photo Credit: Grizzly Athletics 

gories with six apiece, and 

Dominique Fletcher wi11 be 

looking to continue her hot 

scoring streak after logging 

five goals on the year. 

GGC (6-5-1) will be out 

for revenge in Monday's 
match after dropping a 4-2 

decision in Gainesville a 

year ago, and the team will 
be aiming to improve upon 

a 2-1 mark against Georgia 

schools this season. The two 

wins both came in extra time 

at Grizzly Soccer Complex, 
which includes a 2-1 deci-

sion over SCAD Savannah 

in addition to the result 

against Reinhardt last week. 

GGC drew 1-1 with Point 

last season. 

Brenau is 6-6 this season 

and wil1 be looking to end 

a five-match road losing 
streak that has seen them 

drop matches at Thomas, 

Cumberland, Reinhardt, 

William Carey and Middle 
Georgia. Meanwhile, Point 

comes into the week with a 
6-8 record on the year and 

is coming off their first win, 

a 1-0 decision over Bryan, 

since September. 

Kickoff on Monday from 

Grizzly Soccer Complex 

is slated for 7 p.m., and 

Grizzly Digital Network 

coverage will start at 6:45. 
Wednesday's match at Point 

will also begin at 7. 

NOTES: GGC is 0-3 

a11-time vs. Brenau and 

0-0-1 against Point ... The 
Grizzlies are 19-6-2 all-time 

vs. schools from the state of 

Georgia, including 2-1 this 

season ... Defender Mary 

Vernetti, with 28 career 

goals, is GGC's all-time 
leading scorer ... Kelsey 

Griswold, a senior defender 

has played in all 67 matches 

in school history ... GGC is 

17-4-3 all-time in the month 

of October. 

Tennis goes 8-0 on first day of Grizzly Open 
COURTESY OF to the round of 16 of the A 

GRIZZLY ATHLETICS 
draw. On Saturday, he'll start 

things off with a match against 

LAWRENCEVILLE - Gilad Reinhardt'~ Fabio Pereira, and 

Berman made his Grizzly he'll also team up with Luke 

debut on Friday, helping the Morland to begin doubles play 

Georgia Gwinnett men's and in in the round of32. 

women's tennis teams to a Morland also picked up a 

perfect 8-0 showing on the singles win on Friday, beating 

first day of the Grizzly Open Hunter Lathrop of USC 

at GGC Tennis Facility. Aiken by a score of 6-2, 6-2, 

Berman, who last suited up and Tony Licata rounded out 

for UNLV in 2013, played singles play for the Grizzly 

just one match on the day, men with a 6-1, 1-6, 1-0 win 

taking on Florida Southem's over Aman Manji of Emory. 

Laurent Mailloux and picking On Saturday, Morland will 

up a 7-5, 6-3 win to advance continue play against Andrei 

Andrukhou, who is compet-
ing unattached, and Licata 

will face Emory's Andrew 

Harrington. 

Judith van Fraaijenhoven 
enjoyed a three-win day for 

the Grizzly women, advancing 

to the B Draw's round of 16 

with a 6-0, 6-1 win over West 
Georgia's Sierra Brown and 

a 6-2, 6-1 decision versus 

Alabama State's Brankica 

Orlovic. The Dutch junior 

will continue singles play 
against Jacqueline Heer of 

. Middle Georgia on Saturday. 

In doubles, she teamed up 

with Luma Schwab for an 8-3 
victory over Shelby Brown 

and Meg Cummings of West 

Georgia. 

In the A Draw, Victoria 
Svensson upended Brenau's 

Rebecca Pijls for a 4-6, 6-0, 

1-0 win, and she will take on 
Arantxia Wijngaarde of Ala-

bama State in the next round. 

Schwab also won, beating Ma-

rine Carter, also of Alabama 

State, by a 6-4, 6-4 scoreline. 

Schwab will start things off on 
Saturday against USC Aiken's 

Sarah Bernos. 

Play on Saturday will begin 

at 8:30 a.m. and continue 

throughout the day, and the 
Grizzly Open will come to a 

close on Sunday. 



Just for Fun, 12 
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Across 
3. _ Rico Became U.S. Colony on Oct 18, 
1898 
5. Dress up as your favorite character on this 
day 
6. GGCs soccer game and the tradition where 
the school welcomes back alumni 
7. Safe Zone is on Oct 6 
9. National _ Out day is Oct. 11 
11. Student Center Trick or is on Oct. 30 

Down 
1. Greenlight Activities Board will be having a 
__ carving contest on Oct. 27 
2. Greenlight Activities Board Halloween Week 
is called 
4. October 12 is Chris _ Day 
8. Red Week starts on Oct. 2.3 
It). Stock _ Crash was on Oct. 29, 1929 
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Halloween 
homecoming 
screamnights 
newspaper 
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grizzlies midterms 
October college 
greenlight globe 
pumpkins ghost 
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• Get published! 

• Get involved! 

• Contribute your voice.! 

We are seekin,g ~II types of writerstor 
the chance .to showcas.e 

litiu:ary t,hmt! 

TheGlobeGGC@gmail.com 
Meetings every Wednesday 12:00-2:00pm E3151 
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