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What’s New with PSIS? 
Have you checked out our foreign language program lately? New classes, a new minor, and 

a new certificate program means more options for you to gain valuable foreign language 

skills to enhance your resume and improve your chances of getting a job upon graduation!  

 

FREN 3045: French Civilization in Translation 

Content includes:   

● The evolution of the French language over time and       

the spread of French through colonization; 

● 200+ years of French history; 

● Canonical authors and genres; and 

● Challenges in translating documents, self-expression in 

hegemonic languages, and comparisons of translations. 

No need to be proficient in French since the class is taught in English! 

 

Current GGC Digital Signs About Language Programs, Placement Tests 
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These GGC digital signs contain information about these certificates. Contact the faculty listed with 

your questions.  
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Why Study French? 
 

1. French is the fifth most popular language spoken in the world. By 2050, French may be 
among the top three most widely spoken languages in the world. 

2. French is crucial for international relations and diplomacy. It’s the official language of 
most international organizations, including the United Nations, European Union, 
UNESCO, NATO, International Red Cross, and the International Court of Justice. 

3. French is an official language in 32 states and governments; 23 are in Africa.  

4. French and English are the only languages spoken on all five continents. 

5. About 300 million people in the world speak French, a nearly 10% increase since 
2014.  

6. If you are looking for a job with an international focus, consider learning French. It 
may increase your income prospects by as much as 15%. Click on this link to an 
article by Brian Amador to learn more: Speaking French May Earn You a 15 Percent 
Higher Income. 
 

These GGC digital signs contain information about these certificates. Contact the faculty listed with 

your questions.  

 

 

https://blog.pimsleur.com/2014/03/04/speaking-french-may-earn-15-percent-pay-increase/
https://blog.pimsleur.com/2014/03/04/speaking-french-may-earn-15-percent-pay-increase/
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Why not pursue a certificate in global studies or 
Latin American studies? 
These GGC digital signs contain information about these certificates. Contact the faculty listed with 

your questions.  
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Did you hear about the professional studies minor? 

 

The professional studies minor allows you to create your 

own minor program. This is really helpful if there is a 

minor you want to pursue but GGC does not offer it, 

and/or you want to specialize in a unique area within 

your major. Several PSIS students have already taken 

advantage of this opportunity. 

The three options below explain how to obtain this 

minor. For each option, students must complete 15-18 

hours of study towards this minor, with at least 9 hours at the 3000/4000 level as outlined by the 

specific minor plan. Hours taken within Area A-E may not be counted towards the minor. Up to 6-9 

hours may be within Area F, with the remaining 9 hours (out of 15-18) at the 3000/4000 level. Also, 

12-15 hours may be within the major area of study, as required courses or electives, but at least 3 

credit hours of the minor must not be counted toward your major program of study. Furthermore, 

students outside the Honors Program will not be eligible for this minor unless they gain approval for 

the outlined coursework before completion of 50% of the credit hours. Please see your dean’s office 

for further details. 

Please note that as with all minor areas of study, once your major of study is completed, you may not 

complete a minor area of study. You must enroll in at least one course outlined in your major plan 

while completing requirements of the minor. 

 

Option 1: Honors Program Track 

Students accepted into the Honors Program qualify 

for this minor through completion of Honors 

Program requirements, completion of HNRS 1000 

and completion of 6 hours of HNRS 3000. 

https://catalog.ggc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=24&poid=536#tt5160
https://catalog.ggc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=24&poid=536#tt7925
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Option 2: Georgia Business or Grad School Track 

Students wishing to obtain a minor for a job with a Georgia business, or in preparation for post-

graduate studies, should work with their mentor to determine the coursework needed for their area 

of study and/or contact their school dean’s office for more information. 

The program requires15-18 total credit hours that either 

satisfy the requirements of the Honors Program or were 

approved by the Professional Studies Minor Committee 

to fulfill requirements for a graduate/professional 

program or for a specific job/career path. None of the 

hours can be from Area A-E in the student’s major 

program of study. The hours may be from Area F or the 

major requirements or electives in the student’s major. 

At least 9 hours must be at the 3000/4000 level. 

 

Option 3: Post-Graduate Studies Track 

Students wishing to obtain a minor in preparation for post-graduate studies should work with their 

mentor to determine the coursework needed for their area of study and/or contact their school 

dean’s office for more information. 

The program requires15-18 total credit hours that either 

satisfy the requirements of the Honors Program or were 

approved by the Professional Studies Minor Committee to 

fulfill requirements for a graduate/professional program or 

for a specific job/career path. None of the hours can be 

from Area A-E in the student’s major program of study. The 

hours may be from Area F or the major requirements or 

electives in the student’s major. At least 9 hours must be at 

the 3000/4000 level. 
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Get Involved: French Film Festival at GGC! 
This year, GGC’s French and film faculty received a grant to host 

the Albertine Cinémathèque Film Festival at GGC. The festival is 

designed to introduce students to French and francophone 

cinema while exploring cross-cultural understandings of social, 

historical and political issues. GGC faculty across the disciplines 

introduced the films and led discussion after the screenings.  

This fall, Dr. Federica Goldoni, professor of Spanish, and Dr. David Dorrell, professor of geography, 

discussed the first film, “Josep,” in the context of the Spanish civil war in the 1930s. Dr. MaryBeth 

Chrostowsky, assistant professor of anthropology, led a Q&A for “Lingui,” a film from Chad that 

highlights the social and legal obstacles faced by a young woman seeking an abortion. Dr. Beth 

Mauldin, associate professor of French, introduced François Truffaut’s “les Quartre Cents coups,” a 

classic from the French New Wave.  

Three additional films will be screened in the spring:  “The Story of a Three-day Pass” by American 

director Melvin van Peebles, “Petite fille” and “The Monopoly of Violence.” Discussion facilitators will 

include Dr. Kristina Watkins Mormino, professor of French, and Ebony Gibson, associate professor of 

English. Stay tuned for dates!  

Check out our digital signs for 

the films from fall 2023! 
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Faculty and Student Spotlight 

Kaela Brown, ’22, political science, is the first PSIS student to graduate 

with a professional studies minor.* Because of her professional goals 

and interests, her chosen topic for the minor was environmental policy.  

“Georgia Gwinnett College was an enriching and transformative four 

years. I have gained so much from the wonderful support of mentors, 

staff, patient professors, life-long friends and connections. While I’ve 

had an amazing time volunteering and working for the GGC Micro 

Farm, serving as president of the ICMA Student Chapter, and taking 

part in our spring break service trips, my journey through college was 

not always easy. Part of that journey included overcoming mental health 

and intimate partner abuse. However, I am happy to say, with the aid of 

the wonderful GGC staff and a great support system, I’ve come out of 

such adversity stronger and more resilient, having a completed degree, minor and paralegal 

certification to show for it. I am currently employed in one of the top three law firms in the country as 

an office manager. The goal now is to move forward in the firm as a full time paralegal! And, also 

with plenty of skating, traveling, knitting, and gardening on the side, of course.” 

Want to learn more about the professional studies minor? Contact Dr. Laura Young, chair, 

Department of Political Science and International Studies, at lyoung6@ggc.edu.                                                                                                         

 

PSIS Spring 2023 Student Ambassadors 

 

Andrea Bell graduated in fall 2022, but we 

are pleased Jakob Mincey, Skyler Sawtell 

and Peyton McGuire are returning for the 

spring 2023 semester.   

 

Also joining the team this year are Aragson Hassen, 

Robert Moran, Oluwafunmilola “Emi” Oyebade and 

Alexis Vanderhoof (not pictured).  

 

 

mailto:lyoung6@ggc.edu
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Congratulations to our Fall 2022 Graduates Earning Global 
Studies Certification 

 

Studying abroad and being a part of the global 

studies program has opened my eyes to the world 

around me. Involvement has not only helped me on 

a newfound, self-discovery journey but has 

broadened my viewpoints on those unlike myself 

and propelled me to want to help others more than I 

currently may be doing. While studying in Peru, 

one of the greatest memories I had was staying in the homes of the 

Peruvian people and trying to become accustomed to their way of living. 

Everyone seemed to be very family- and people-oriented, so the culture 

was very warm and inviting. 

 

For the future, I intend to continue a journey of discovery of the world 

around me in some fashion, shape or form. One way I wish to do so is by 

going to different countries and utilizing the knowledge and resources I 

have to help the people to the best of my ability. Seeking entrepreneurship, ministry, and 

simply spreading love are the qualities or traits it possesses to make this a reality.   

–  Javonica Jackson, ’22, business 

 

I was very fortunate for the opportunity to study abroad this past 

summer in Peru. GGC supported me in many ways to ensure that I 

would be able to embark on this journey, and I was very lucky to 

have the excellent guidance of Dr. Federica Goldoni, associate 

professor of Spanish and study abroad advisor, along the way. Peru 

changed me in many ways by pushing me out of my comfort zone, 

and I am a lot more willing to take risks and experience new 

adventures. Now that I have graduated, I have chosen to pursue the 

journey of attending law school. The world is very big and offers so 

much to see, so much to learn, and so many opportunities, and I look 

forward to seeing what comes next!  

– Yamileth Palacios, ’22, political science  
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Recent Faculty Conference Participation 

Presented at the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) 
2022 Convention in November: 
 
Goldoni, Federica, Beth Mauldin, and Kristina Watkins Mormino. “Race and Gender-Neutrality in 
the French-Language Classroom.” 
 
Goldoni, Federica. “Virtual Study Abroad: Supporting Students’ interests and Background.” 
 

Student Research Opportunities 
 

This spring, several students have the opportunity to work with PSIS faculty research 
projects. As research assistants, the students will gain valuable research skills, learn about 
the research process, and earn internship credit. They are listed below by faculty members 
and research topics. Are you interested in participating in a research opportunity? Contact 
Dr. Laura Young, lyoung6@ggc.edu.  

Dr. Federica Goldoni, professor of Spanish  

Language and culture learning experiences at home and abroad data 
collection: Jackie Jasso and Jaclyn Baker 

Dr. Steven Jones, associate professor of political science 

International survey of student’s global knowledge data coding and 
transcription: Alexis Vanderhoof 

Dr. Laura Young, associate professor of political science 

“Who are the 3 percent?” follow-up paper data collection: Nicole 
Alvarez, Hezekiah Cleveland, Myah Dixon, Monica Lainez-Pachieco, 
Jasmine Nguyen, Kim Zhao 

Crisis rhetoric and presidential power data collection: Azaliah McKenzie, 
Oluwafunmilola ‘Emi’ Oyebade, Charles Ray, Ana Nolasco Roblero, 
Brittany Stancoff 

 

Budryte on Professional Leave This Spring 

 
Dr. Dovile Budryte, professor of political science is pursuing research 
related to historical justice and its manifestations in Eastern Central 
Europe (with a focus on Lithuania) and other contexts. She will also work 
on two edited volumes, already under contract with Routledge: Defending 
Memory in Global Politics: Mnemonical In/Security and Crisis, with Erica 
Resende and Doug Becker and The Routledge Handbook of Memory in 
Central Eastern Europe, with Violeta Davoliūtė, as well as various other projects.  

mailto:lyoung6@ggc.edu
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GUEST COLUMN 

Fulbright Programs and Awards 
 
For students eager to take their 

education and experiences to 

new places, the Fulbright U.S. 

Student Program offers great 

opportunities to continue their 

journey overseas after 

graduation.  

 

With over 70 years of history, 

the Fulbright program has 

partnered with 140+ countries 

to help students with research, 

graduate studies, and English 

teaching opportunities as a 

way of forming connections 

and pursuing studies abroad. 

 

Students and scholars in 

various fields like political 

science, mathematics, the arts, 

the humanities and more can 

find scholarships and grants 

fitting their field and level of 

study or research they wish to 

pursue. Students can also 

choose to teach English in 

different countries through the 

English Teaching 

Assistantship (ETA). 

 

For those interested in these 

opportunities, the eligibility 

requirements are simple. An 

applicant must be a U.S. 

citizen with a bachelor’s 

degree or equivalent, or they 

can be a graduate student, so 

long as they have not yet 

earned a Ph.D.  

 

Applicants do not need to be 

enrolled in school. In fact, 

graduating seniors, recent 

graduates, current graduate 

students and even alumni are 

welcome to apply.  

 

Every country available has 

specifics listed under their 

programs detailing what they 

offer and what they are 

looking for, so it is important 

to read the requirements and 

the details of each host 

country.  

Applicants are advised to 

prepare and apply months in 

advance. While there is no 

application fee, applicants 

must have a clear idea of what 

the project would look like, 

their goal and desired 

outcomes.  

Applicants do not require  

outstanding academic 

credentials to be awarded; 

they need to put together a 

compelling, well-written and 

well-structured project. For 

academic, creative and 

performing arts, and ETAs, 

the Fulbright website offers 

extensive checklists and 

deadlines for potential 

applicants to follow. 

Those GGC students 

considering the program 

should contact the Fulbright 

Program Advisors: Dr. Funwi 

Ayuninjam, Dr. Mahriana 

Rofheart, Dr. Federica 

Goldoni and Dr. Mandi Sena. 

They can assist interested 

individuals with their   

    
Lillith Brisbon, ’22, English 

 

questions and concerns. They 

can also help them refine their 

applications. 

Fulbright has a long history of 

excellence for both furthering 

studies and building 

fellowship between countries 

through students and scholars 

collective learning and 

teaching. It is a great 

opportunity to expand your 

knowledge and experiences as 

a student, teacher, scholar and 

global citizen.  

If you are curious and wish to 

know more, look into the 

Fulbright program and see 

what it has to offer you. 

Contact a GGC Fulbright 

Program Advisor and/or visit 

the Fulbright website at 

https://us.fulbrightonline.org 

learn more about programs, 

grants, deadlines, and more. 

https://us.fulbrightonline.org/
https://us.fulbrightonline.org/
https://us.fulbrightonline.org/
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Why not study abroad?  

Have you ever wanted to go 

out of the country for an 

immersive learning experience 

and earn credits? The GGC 

Study Abroad program offers 

excellent opportunities to both 

travel and learn. From trips to 

Ecuador, Peru, China and 

France, language becomes 

more meaningful and 

interactive.  

 

In summer 2022, the GGC 

Study Abroad program offered 

a trip to Peru for for students 

to learn about the language, 

experience different cultures 

and visit new places. So, for 

those wondering, what is 

Study Abroad and how can 

you find out more 

information? 

 

Study Abroad is a credited 

course offered at GGC that 

helps you earn credits in 

Spanish, Chinese or French. 

Students from beginners to 

native speakers are welcome 

to join. 

 

Dr. Federica Goldoni, director 

of the GGC Study Abroad 

Program for Spanish, has 

organized several trips and 

helped students find more 

information about the 

programs and scholarships 

available.  

 

Specifically, she helps 

students learn about other 

cultures' languages, food and 

history while meeting new 

people and making friends. 

For the duration of the trip, 

students typically lodge with 

host families, who are great 

sources of information and 

camaraderie.  

 

The program is highly 

educational, with half the time 

spent in the classroom but still 

with plenty of time to explore 

the local culture, community 

and city through fun activities 

and experiential learning.  

 

For example, in Peru and 

Ecuador, students had fun 

hiking, breadmaking, and 

exploring the catacombs and 

archeological sites like Machu 

Picchu. 

 

 
 

The 2022 Peru summer 

program was four weeks long 

with two weeks spent on 

campus to prepare students for 

the trip abroad and two weeks 

abroad, traveling between 

Lima, Machu Picchu, and 

Cusco, Peru.  

 

Students Skylar Sawtelle and 

Abigail Ruiz commented that 

students should take 

advantage of studying abroad 

when they can. Sawtelle said it 

is important to research the 

weather and culture 

beforehand and to set goals for 

learning, as the classes can be 

intensive.  

 

Similarly, Ruiz said not to 

forget to take the time to 

study, as the program offers a 

great way to increase 

confidence in speaking 

another language as you 

immerse yourself in the 

culture.  

 

Both say that if you have any 

doubts about doing study 

abroad then just go for it 

because this is a great 

opportunity. You will have to 

put in the work, but the 

experience will be worth your 

time. 

 

Has the Fulbright or Study 

Abroad Program captured 

your interest? Then see how 

you can join the program 

and/or take part in the 

upcoming 2022 and 2023 

summer and winter trips to 

China, Peru and France.  

 

Contact Dr. Federica Goldoni, 

associate professor of Spanish 

and advisor, GGC Fulbright 

and Study Abroad Program, 

(fgoldoni@ggc.edu) for more 

information about classes, 

itineraries, deadlines and 

scholarships. 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:fgoldoni@ggc.edu
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SPRING 2023 PSIS COURSE OFFERINGS 

(CHINESE, FRENCH, GLOBAL STUDIES, POLITICAL SCIENCE, SPANISH) 

PREFIX Name CRN Time Day Professor 

POLS 2101 Intro to Pol 

Science 

20104 Asynchronous Online Bourland 

POLS 2401 Current Global 

Issues 

20669 Asynchronous Online Azarvan 

POLS 2401 Current Global 

Issues 

TBD Asynchronous Online Jones 

POLS 2280 Research 

Methods 

20105 2:00 - 3:15 MW Boykin 

POLS 3020 Environmental 

Law 

21053 Asynchronous Online Boykin 

POLS 3100 Comparative 

Politics 

20989 6:30 - 9:00 T Quinones 

POLS 3550 US Foreign 

Policy 

20809 Asynchronous Online Young 

POLS 3400 International 

Relations 

20810 6:30 - 9:00 R Azarvan 

POLS 3450 Modern Pol 

Theory 

20811 12:00 - 12:50 MW Jones 

POLS 3500 Public 

Administration 

21271 Asynchronous Online Thornton 

POLS 3702 Civil Lit II 21211 3:30 - 4:45 MW Thornton 

POLS 4125 Georgia Politics 21504 TBD W (Online - 

Synchronous) 

Grant 

POLS 4170 Congress 20609 6:30 - 9:00 M Bourland 
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POLS 4220 Immigration 

Migration 

21238 12:30 - 13:45 

  

TR (Online - 

Synchronous) 

Quinones 

POLS 4230 ST: Interest 

Groups & Pol 

Parties 

21954 Cancelled Cancelled --- 

POLS 4390 Legal Writing & 

Research 

21213 5:00 - 6:15 MW Thornton 

POLS 4425 Political 

Negotiation 

21953 1:00 - 1:50 MW Quinones 

POLS 4490 Senior Seminar 20990 3:30 - 4:45 TR Young 

POLS 4990 Internship 20951 N/A N/A Boykin 

SPAN 1001 Elementary 

Spanish I 

21625 

20378 

20833 

22004 

22005 

Online  

Online  

11:00 - 12:15 

9:30 - 10:45 

12:30 - 1:45 

Online  

Online  

T  

TR  

TR 

VonSteinhauer 

Choi  

TBA  

TBA 

SPAN 1002 Elementary 

Spanish II 

21058 

20659 

22006 

3:30 - 4:45 

Online  

Online 

W  

Online  

Online 

Mora 

Choi  

TBA 

SPAN 2001 Intermediate 

Spanish I 

21395 

20702 

9:30 - 10:45 

11:00 - 12:15 

R  

R 

Goldoni  

SPAN 2002 Intermediate 

Spanish II 

22009 

22010 

Online  

Online 

Online  

Online 

Choi 

Mora 

SPAN 3010 Spanish 

Conversation 

21740 2:00 - 3:15 W (hybrid) Mora 

FREN 1001 Elementary 

French I 

21472 

20055 

20056 

5:00 - 6:15 

12:30 - 1:45 

Online 

W  

TR  

Online 

Mauldin 

Mormino 

Mauldin 

FREN 1002 Elementary 

French II 

20057 Online Online Goldoni 

CHIN1001 Elementary 

Chinese I 

21193 

21959 

8:00 - 9:15 3:30 

- 4:45 

TR 

TR (Online - 

Synchronous) 

Liu  

Liu 
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Important Dates - Spring 2023 
 

 

Activity 

 

Date 

Classes begin Jan. 17 

Drop/add ends (full session) Jan. 23 

Mid-term grades due (Full Session) March 1 

Last day to withdraw with "W" (full session) March 3 

Spring Break March 5-12 

Apply to graduate deadline for fall 2023 April 1 

Classes end May 1 

Final exams  May 2-8 

Grades due  May 10, 9 a.m. 

Commencement May 11 

Grades available in Grizzly Den within Banner May 15 
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Contact Information 
 

Dr. Laura Young, Associate Professor of Political Science 
Chair, Department of Political Science and International Studies 

lyoung6@ggc.edu  
  
 

Dr. Scott Boykin, Associate Professor of Political Science 
Director, Paralegal Certification Program 

PSIS Internship Coordinator 
sboykin@ggc.edu  

 
Dr. Clemente Quinones, Assistant Professor of Political Science 

Advisor, Latin American Studies 
cquinone@ggc.edu  

 
Dr. Silvia Choi, Professor of Spanish, 
Advisor, Spanish for Professionals 

mchoi3@ggc.edu  
 

Dr. Luis Mora, Associate Professor of Spanish 
Advisor, Minor in Spanish 

lmora@ggc.edu  
  

Dr. Federica Goldoni, Associate Professor of Spanish, French 
Advisor, Study Abroad 

fgoldoni@ggc.edu  
   

Dr. Todd Lindley, Associate Professor of Geography 
Advisor, Global Studies 

tlindley1@ggc.edu  

mailto:lyoung6@ggc.edu
mailto:sboykin@ggc.edu
mailto:cquinone@ggc.edu
mailto:mchoi3@ggc.edu
mailto:lmora@ggc.edu
mailto:fgoldoni@ggc.edu
mailto:tlindley1@ggc.edu

