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Jessica Manahan began her new role as administrative 

assistant II for the Departments of Political Science and 

International Studies, Human Services, and Psychology 

this fall. Jessica comes to us with years of experience, 

including some of those at the GGC Bookstore. She has 

already proven herself to be a valuable member of the 

team and we are lucky to have her. Welcome to the de-

partment, Jessica! 

 



What’s New with PSIS? 
Did you know Politics on the Road (POTR) has a new 

president? We still need more officers and are always 

looking for more members, though. If you are inter-

ested in joining a dynamic new RSO that actually 

takes you on a journey to learn and engage with all 

things political science, then contact the new POTR 

president, Peyton McGuire, at pmcguire1@ggc.edu or 

the RSO advisor, Dr. Matt Gunning, assistant professor 

of political science, at mgunning@ggc.edu for more 

information.  

Check out the new course 

 

''Over the course of the semester, we examine the extent to which political parties and interest 
groups facilitate or inhibit democracy. We will focus on the development, membership, and 
effectiveness of these organizations, as well as the connections between these organizations 
and different aspects of government, their constituents, and the public as a whole. Along the 
way, we will also examine what these political organizations do and the factors that facilitate their 
successes or failures." - Dr. Michael Lewkowicz, associate professor of political science 

mailto:pmcguire1@ggc.edu
mailto:mgunning@ggc.edu


Fall Semester Scrapbook 



                    

   



Why Join an Honor Society? 
 

Honor societies are a great way to find a community of like-minded individuals who can 
share your dreams and goals and help shape your future. Honor societies help you find 
scholarships, further your academic opportunities and help prepare you for leadership roles 
and opportunities. Two of the honor societies at GGC has for political science majors are 
Sigma Iota Rho and Pi Sigma Alpha. Both offer great opportunities for students and are 
always looking for new members. Below are two such students talking about their experi-
ences.  

 

Sigma Iota Rho 

The Sigma Iota Rho Honor Society for International 
Studies was founded formally in 1989. It’s philoso-

phy of prudence, ideals and power are imparted to its members today in their quest for 
their study of international politics and legal studies. Robert Moran is a political science ma-
jor, with a concentration on international studies, who hopes to one day become a foreign 
service officer, a diplomat and eventually an ambassador to an overseas U.S. embassy. Cur-
rently, in his first semester of his senior year, Moran was able to join SIR, thanks to the help 
of his advisor, Dr. Dovile Budryte, professor of political science, who, he says, made sure he 
had a lot of resources to guide him. When asked about SIR, what it means to him and how 
it has helped shaped him, this is what he said: 

Q: Why were you interested to join SIR? 

Moran: When I looked into Sigma Iota Rho, I immediately knew this was 
something I wanted to be part of. An honor society based on international 
relations aligns perfectly with my interests, and I assumed it would prove 
to be a great resource to have. And, I was right. 

Q: What does SIR do?’ 

Moran: Besides providing a shiny medal and fashionable graduation swag 
you can use to flex on your peers, SIR has offered me valuable resources. At the top of my 
mind, I can instantly think about the SIR scholarship database available to members, The 
Journal of International Relations, and the extensive network of individuals you are exposed 
to. I was able to connect with the United States ambassador to my native country, the Do-
minican Republic, because of my connection to SIR. 

Q: Tell me about a time or activity that SIR has done that stood out to you. 



Moran: I consider one of the greatest assets that SIR has to offer is The Journal of Interna-
tional Relations, which is periodically released. It is a great tool that helps you know what 
other students in related fields are investigating, and, also, exposing student work and 
publishing them. 

Q: What does SIR mean to you and where do you see it going in the future? 

Moran: SIR for me means a community of like-minded individuals who share a passion for 
the international world and politics, and hopefully in the future I see it as a bigger part of 
colleges around the world. 

Q: How has SIR helped you develop as a student and person? 

Moran: Through my [SIR advisor], Dr. Dovile Budryte, and the resources offered by SIR, I 
have been able to excel academically and develop my research, as well as writing skills. 

Looking to join SIR? As stated on GGC’s website, students must: 

✓ Earn a GPA of at least 3.4 in international studies courses,* 
✓ Earn a cumulative GPA of 3.3 or higher in all courses, 
✓ Attain at least a junior standing, and 
✓ Complete at least 21 hours of international studies coursework,* at least two courses 

must be at the 3000 or 4000 level. 

*International studies include courses in various disciplines, including political science, his-
tory, anthropology, foreign languages, geography, economics and international business. 

For more information, contact Dr. Dovile Budryte (dbudryte@gcc.edu) for more infor-
mation. 

 
Pi Sigma Alpha (PSA), the national political science honor society, is for students and fac-
ulty interested in government and politics. Founded in 1920, the honor society has a long 
history of excellence that serves as an example and community among its members. An-
drea Bell is a 2022 graduating senior majoring in political science with a concentration in 
legal studies. In the future, she hopes to use her degree to go to law school and practice 
law with the goal of becoming a judge and helping underprivileged communities. Bell 
learned about PSA from Dr. Laura Bourland, assistant professor of political science, where 
joining comes through invitation. For students hoping to join PI Sigma Alpha, Bell shares 
her experiences with the honor society and how it helped shape her goals for the future: 

mailto:dbudryte@gcc.edu


Q: Why were you interested to join PSA? 
 
Bell: I was interested in Pi Sigma Alpha because honor societies pro-
mote academic excellence, allow for connections between political sci-
ence majors, and can open doors such as scholarship opportunities. 

Q: What does PSA do? 
 
Bell: Pi Sigma Alpha is a national political science honor society that promotes academic 
excellence in the political science field. 

Q: What does PSA mean to you and where do you see it going in the future? 
 
Bell: Pi Sigma Alpha, to me, means community. It is great to join together with like-minded 
students who also share a passion for political science! In the future, I see more member-
ship as younger generations become more involved in political science fields. 

Q: How has PSA helped you develop as a student and person? 
 
Bell: Pi Sigma Alpha has helped me develop as a student as I have become more serious in 
my research in hopes of sharing with other members and raising awareness to important 
issue within the political science field. 

For students considering joining Pi Sigma Alpha, Andrea said, “For students wanting to join 
Pi Sigma Alpha or any other honors program would be to always celebrate your accom-
plishments and to never think your goals are too big!”  
 
Looking to join PSA? As stated on GGC’s website, students must: 
 

✓ Earn an overall GPA that ranks them in the top 33% of their junior or 
senior class,  

✓ Attain junior or senior standing, and 
✓ Complete at least 10 hours of political science courses, including at least one upper-

division course, with an average grade of 3.0 or higher. 
 

For more information contact Dr. Laura Bourland (lbourlan@ggc.edu) about joining PSA. 

 

 
 

mailto:lbourlan@ggc.edu


Faculty and Student Spotlight  
 

Congratulations to our Graduating  

Political Science Seniors and Paralegal Certification Students! 

Political Science 

Andrea Bell       Yamileth Palacios Piedra 

Kaela Brown      Monjuith Garcia-Mendez 

Jordan Brown      Tony Tetteh 

Kimberly Castaneda     Kevin Washington 

Teresa Rojo Cervantes     Shunisty Washington 

Adebola Dennis      Zhalayvia Williams 

Paralegal Certification 

Andrea Bell 

Kaela Brown 

Kimberly Castaneda 

Teresa Rojo Cervantes 

Adebola Dennis 

Monjuith Garcia-Mendez 

 Kevin Washington 

     Shunisty Washington  

        Zhalayvia Williams 

 
 
 
 



Senior Spotlight 

 
''After graduation I hope to attend law school and become an at-
torney. I also would love to run for a public office. I feel like 
younger voices need to be heard in American politics. My goal is 
to become a judge and to help with the racial injustices that 
happen within the United States. I have loved my time at GGC. I 
have had the opportunity to connect with such amazing professors 
and truly learn from them. Starting out as a political science major, 
I felt like the average citizen who avoided politics and sometimes 
even voting. '' – Andrea Bell 
 
 
 
 

  ''Over the course of my four years at GGC, I've served as a reporter    
  and the editor-in-chief of the school's newspaper, The Globe. I am  
  also a member of the Pi Sigma Alpha Honor Society. The courses I've  
   taken in the Political Science and International Studies Department  
  have strengthened my writing skills. As a writer who values detailed  
  information, my courses have taught me conciseness. After reading  
  more articles than I can count and writing many papers, I can confi 
  dently say I've mastered the ability to clearly explain my point of  
  view. After graduating, I plan to transfer my acquired skills into my  
   career. I am currently a social media intern at CNN and plan to con 
  tinue my career in the media industry after graduating." – Jordan    
  Brown 

 
 
 
 
''My time at GGC was incredibly worthwhile. I enjoyed having en-
gaging professors, a great campus community, and many memora-
ble experiences. The PSIS department provided me with great 
learning opportunities as well as many helpful resources to guide 
me along the way. After graduation, I plan on going to law school 
and eventually becoming an immigration attorney. The education 
and experiences that I gained at GGC will be invaluable for my fu-
ture.'' – Yami Palacios 



PSIS Keynote Speaker – Fall 2022 

 

Kevin Washington is a graduating senior majoring in political science with a legal 

studies concentration. He knew he was going into the legal field by his first semester i n  
c o l l e g e ,  and by his second semester he was already enrolled in the paralegal certifi-
cation program and taking paralegal courses. After graduation, and enjoying some free 
time, he plans to attend law school in the fall of 2023. Kevin will focus on business 
law, real estate, and sports and entertainment law. He was selected to give the key-
note address at this years PSIS faculty/student Fall mixer in recognition of his achieve-
ments while a student at Georgia Gwinnett College. 
 

 
 
   ''It's not about how you start, but how you fin    
   ish...your time is worth it! Speaking from personal    
  experience, my first year got off to a rocky start,   
   but now I am graduating with a GPA I am proud of. I  
   am also actively involved in honor societies such as  
   Pi Sigma Alpha, the National Society of Leadership  
     and Success and the Law Society. Finally, I would like  
    to give a shout out to all my professors, especially,  
   Dr. Laura Young (an amazing Professor, advisor and  
   friend to me) for everything they have done for  
  me and fo r  how inspiring they were to help me  
   seek greater things in life and overcome a lot of  
 obstacles on my path to graduation and further.” –  
   Kevin Washington 
 
 

 

SIR New Member Inductees 

 

Myah Dixon 
Monica Lainez-Pacheco 
Andrea Bell 
Joseph Ribaudo  
Jessica E. Smith 
Peyton McGuire (adjunct member) 
Ryan Nguyen (adjunct member) 



Recent Faculty and Student Alumni Publications 

  
  

Budrytė, Dovilė, 2022. “From Transnational to Local Re-
membrance: European Roma Genocide Memory and the 
Commemoration of Samudaripen in Lithuania.” Holocaust 
Studies. DOI: 10.1080/17504902.2022.2116540  
   
 
Gricius, Gabriella and Erin B. Fitz. 2022. "Can Exceptional-
ism Withstand Crises? An Evaluation of the Arctic Council’s 
Response to Climate Change and Russia’s War on Ukraine." 
Global Studies Quarterly 2 (3).  
 

 

 

Presenting at this year’s Southern Political Science Association Conference in January 2023 

Jan. 12 – Gunning, Matt. “Legislative Voting in One-Party Southern State Houses, 1961-1962”  

Jan. 13 – Bourland, L. Lea and Laura D. Young “Overcoming Climate Skepticism with ‘Right’ Cli-

mate Rhetoric.”  

 

CAN’T GET ENOUGH PSIS NEWS AND INFORMATION? 

 FOLLOW US  

 
   

Instagram 
psisggc  

 
LinkedIn 

PSIS - Political Science and Interna-
tional Studies at GGC 

YouTube  

https://doi.org/10.1080/17504902.2022.2116540
https://doi.org/10.1093/isagsq/ksac042
https://www.instagram.com/psisggc/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/14117366/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/14117366/


GUEST COLUMN 

College Students Should Go Clubbing 
 
Well, no, not that kind of 
clubbing - but you should se-
riously consider joining a 
GGC Registered Student Or-
ganization (RSOs for short). 
We here at GGC are mostly 
commuter students, and it’s 
no secret that finding com-
munity at a commuter 
school can pose a chal-
lenge.! RSOs offer a solution 
to this challenge and can 
help you explore your inter-
ests with like-minded individ-
uals.  
 
Like lots of on-campus re-
sources, clubs are usually 
funded with your college 
fees – which means you’re 
already paying for them and 
might as well reap the many 
benefits they offer. 
 
To spotlight the benefits of 
RSOs, I’d love to tell you 
about my recent experience 
with the GGC Chess Club. I 
am a senior in the English 
discipline, and I received a 
mass email to the School of 
Liberal Arts one day about 
the newly formed Chess 
Club. This was quite a spe-
cial moment for me, as it ful-
filled a wish I had had for 
several years.  
 
When I started attending 
GGC in 2018 there was no 
chess club - and I didn’t 
bother to try and start one. I 
really regret that now, be-
cause four years later I am 

realizing how much of a 
pleasure it is to be in a club.  
 
I have attended every meet-
ing possible, and it has been 
a wonderful experience I 
wish could have started ear-
lier in my college journey. I’m 
glad that someone took the 
initiative to start a chess-re-
lated RSO, but I find myself 
regretting that I didn’t 
toughen up and take that ini-
tiative myself years ago.  
 
Being a part of the Chess 
Club has given me some-
thing to look forward to dur-
ing my class breaks on Tues-
days and Thursdays. I know 
a handful of people on cam-
pus now who I’ve never had 
classes with, and I get to en-
joy cross-discipline conver-
sations while engaging in the 
shared interest of chess. It’s 
nice to have this hobby I al-
ready enjoy serve to broaden 
my social circles and I’ve 
truly found that I feel more 
plugged into the campus 
now that I am a part of an 
RSO.  
 
Whether you are a freshman 
looking to get plugged in on 
campus, or a senior like my-
self who’s finally trying to 
form connections, RSOs are 
probably right for you.  
 
That’s my experience with 
RSOs, and there is one more 
benefit I want to list, but first 

Taylor Feldman, English, 
Class of ’23 
 
I want to talk about starting 
an RSO.  
 
I realize that not everyone 
reading this is going to be 
into chess - but that’s the 
beauty of clubs here at GGC. 
Whatever your interests are, 
there is someone on campus 
who shares them and would 
love to join you in pursuing 
them. All that you need to 
find your community is the 
boldness to chase after it. I 
would encourage you to 
learn from my mistakes and 
make the first move towards 
club membership. Look 
through the campus groups 
page and see if there are any 
clubs you might want to join, 
and if the one you really 
want to be a part of doesn’t 
exist yet, then start it. You 



can only stand to gain from 
going that extra mile … which 
brings me to my next point 
about RSOs: They can look 
great on resumes. 
 
I’m sure it's easy to see how 
taking the initiative to start, 
and to lead, a club would 
look fantastic on a resume 
or grad school application, 
but there are less drastic av-
enues you can take with 
RSOs to make yourself a 
more competitive applicant 
in the future.  
 
RSOs usually contain multi-
ple leadership spots which 
you could apply for. Occupy-
ing a spot as an organizer, a 
treasurer, a president or vice 
president, or some other 
club leadership position 
looks fantastic on applica-
tions.  
 
In interviews you can draw 
on your experience as a club 
member and as a leader to 
show that you independently 
sought to improve the skills 
you were interested in and 
that you were able to step up 
and lead others in that pur-
suit. Even if you don’t go this 
route, club membership is 
fun enough to be rewarding 
in and of itself 
 
Another big perk to RSOs 
can come in the form of re-
newed motivation for school. 
This might sound counter in-
tuitive, as taking on an RSO 
sounds like adding more to 
your already busy life. The 
surprising reality is that at-
tending a well-chosen club 

can help you fight burnout by 
giving you something on 
campus to look forward to 
attending.  
 
I know there are days when I 
feel so burnt out that waking 
up to attend my Tuesday and 
Thursday classes is hard. 
Adding chess club to my 
Tuesday and Thursday rou-
tines has made waking up 
and attending class a lot 
easier for me.  
 
It’s important to take care of 
yourself even while you 
make academic strides and 
building things into your 
schedule that you can look 
forward to is a great way to 
manage that self-care.  
 

A Brief Coda on Intern-
ships: 
 
While internships are differ-
ent from RSOs, they certainly 
present some of the same 
benefits and thus are worthy 
of your consideration. Alt-
hough internships aren’t re-
quired for most majors, they 
are an excellent way to make 
yourself a more competitive 
and confident applicant in 
the professional world.  
 
Internships can offer you a 
chance to experience your 
career and field before you 
formally enter the profes-
sional landscape. Having 
completed an internship will 
allow you to list prior job ex-
perience in the field as you 
first enter it, which can help 
expand the scope of jobs 
you can apply for and make 

you a more competitive ap-
plicant for the jobs that were 
already available to you.  
 
In the same way that RSOs 
can help you feel connected 
to campus, internships give 
you a chance to network 
with your professors or pro-
fessionals in your commu-
nity, which will make you feel 
more at home while you pur-
sue your degree here at GGC.  
 
Furthermore, if you feel that 
you are the sort of person 
who learns best by doing, 
then internships are probably 
a great way for you to get a 
confident grasp on your 
studies. 
 
I hope that the next time you 
get an email that presents 
you with the opportunity to 
join a club or an internship, 
you will seriously consider it. 
Even if the many benefits it 
can have for your career pro-
spects don’t appeal to you, 
clubs and internships can of-
fer a lot of free fun as they 
serve to better connect you 
to your school.  
 

 

Questions about the PSIS 
program and what clubs are 
available? Contact Dr. Laura 
Young, chair, PSIS. 
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SPRING 2023 PSIS UPPER-LEVEL COURSE OFFERINGS 

PREFIX Name CRN Time Day Professor 

POLS 2101 Intro to Pol Science 20104 Asynchronous Online Bourland 

POLS 2401 Current Global Issues 20669 Asynchronous Online Azarvan 

POLS 2401 Current Global Issues TBD Asynchronous Online Jones 

POLS 2280 Research Methods 20105 2:00 - 3:15 MW Boykin 

POLS 3020 Environmental Law 21053 Asynchronous Online Boykin 

POLS 3100 Comparative Politics 20989 6:30 - 9:00 T Quinones 

POLS 3550 US Foreign Policy 20809 Asynchronous Online Young 

POLS 3400 International Relations 20810 6:30 - 9:00 R Azarvan 

POLS 3450 Modern Political  
Theory 

20811 12:00 - 12:50 MW Jones 

POLS 3500 Public Administration 21271 Asynchronous Online Thornton 

POLS 3702 Civil Litigation II 21211 3:30 - 4:45 MW Thornton 

POLS 4125 Georgia Politics 21504 TBD W 
(Online - Synchronous) 

Grant 

POLS 4170 Congress 20609 6:30 - 9:00 M Bourland 

POLS 4220 ST: Immigration Migra-
tion 

21238 12:30 - 13:45 
 

TR 
(Online - Synchronous) 

Quinones 

POLS 4230 ST: Interest Groups & 
Political Parties 

21954 11:00 - 12:15 TR Lewkowicz 

POLS 4390 Legal Writing & Re-
search 

21213 5:00 - 6:15 MW Thornton 

POLS 4425 Political Negotiation 21953 1:00 - 1:50 MW Quinones 

POLS 4490 Senior Seminar 20990 3:30 - 4:45 TR Young 

POLS 4990 Internship 20951 N/A N/A Boykin 

SPAN 3010 Spanish Conversation 21740 2:00 - 3:15 W (hybrid) Mora 
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Contact Information 

 
 

Dr. Laura Young, Associate Professor of Political Science 
Chair, Department of Political Science and International Studies 

lyoung6@ggc.edu  
 

Dr. Scott Boykin, Associate Professor of Political Science 
Director, Paralegal Certification Program 

PSIS Internship Coordinator 
sboykin@ggc.edu  

  
Dr. Clemente Quinones, Assistant Professor of Political Science 

Advisor, Latin American Studies 
cquinone@ggc.edu  

 
Dr. Silvia Choi, Professor of Spanish 
Advisor, Spanish for Professionals 

mchoi3@ggc.edu  
 

Dr. Luis Mora, Assistant Professor of Spanish 
Advisor, Minor in Spanish 

lmora@ggc.edu  
  

Dr. Federica Goldoni, Associate Professor of Spanish 
Advisor, Study Abroad 

fgoldoni@ggc.edu  
   

Dr. Todd Lindley, Associate Professor of Geography 
Advisor, Global Studies 

tlindley1@ggc.edu  

mailto:lyoung6@ggc.edu
mailto:sboykin@ggc.edu
mailto:cquinone@ggc.edu
mailto:mchoi3@ggc.edu
mailto:lmora@ggc.edu
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mailto:tlindley1@ggc.edu

