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What’s New at GGC? 
Exciting changes are happening at GGC. Fall 
2022 marks the introduction of academic 
departments at Georgia Gwinnett College. 
Political science merged with foreign 
languages and they, along with Latin American 
studies, global studies, study abroad and the 
paralegal certification program, now form the 
Department of Political Science and 
International Studies (PSIS).  

 

 

 

What does department formation mean for students? 

Students will not be impacted by the changes taking place when it comes to their 
degrees or the courses required to complete them. The merger of Political Science 
with foreign languages and the consolidation of Latin American studies, global 
studies, and study abroad, however, gives us new opportunities to expand our 
programs and offer more options to our students. 

 
 

 
Exciting New Research Opportunities! 

 

Looking for ways to enhance your resume or want to 
learn more about the research process? Now you 
can while you earn course credit! Our faculty are 
inviting students to join them in the research 
process. In return, students will receive (3) credits in 
POLS 4990 Internship or POLS 4989 Directed 
Research. Watch your inbox for these awesome 
research opportunities!  
   

 
 



Faculty & Student Spotlight 
 

Dr. Chandra Thornton, part-time political science faculty member, was 
awarded the School of Liberal Arts Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Award. 
Thornton joined GGC’s political science faculty in 2021 and has been 
instrumental in guiding students in the Paralegal Certification Program.  

 

Dr. Dovile Budryte, professor of political science, was awarded the 
School of Liberal Arts Outstanding Service Award. Budryte was active 
in organizing several panels during 2022 discussing important issues 
related to the war in Ukraine. 

 

 

Congratulations to Our New Student Ambassadors 

Student ambassadors will represent the Department of Political Science and International 
Studies in the 2022-23 academic year. Part of their responsibility is to serve as a voice for 
our students in faculty meetings, providing feedback on the program and suggesting 
enhancements to make the student experience as beneficial and engaging as possible! 
Feel free to contact them with concerns or suggestions about the program: 
polsisambassadors@ggc.edu  
 
 
              Jacob Mincey, ’23,                                             Andrea Bell, ’22,                                                                         
               Political science -                                              Political science - 
                American                                                             legal studies 
                government 
 
 

 
 

 
Skylar Sawtelle, ’23, 

Political science -  
legal studies 

 
 
 

mailto:polsisambassadors@ggc.edu


Political Science Alumni News 

Pierre Semudenge graduated from GGC in 2018 with a degree in political science and a 
concentration in international relations. Pierre moved to Romania where he played 

professional soccer before relocating to Holland. In Holland, he founded 
his own nonprofit organization which focuses on youth engagement 
through soccer. He is now starting his own nonprofit in his home country 
of Rwanda, helping individuals overcome trauma and gain skills to 
become more empowered in their community. He is just one example of 
what a major in political science can do for you.  

 

Erin Fitz graduated from GGC in 2020 with a bachelor’s degree in political 
science and certification in paralegal studies. In 2021, she began her PhD 
at Colorado State University where she studies American politics, as well 
as environmental politics and public policy. Her recent publications 
explored age cohorts’ views of science, connections among climate 
change contrarians (co-authored with Dr. Laura Young), when U.S. 
presidents issue environmental executive orders, and whether 
intergovernmental organizations like the Arctic Council can substantively 
mitigate geopolitical crises like climate change and Russia’s war in 
Ukraine. Her current research focuses largely on political psychology, e.g., why people 
share conspiracy theories and how negative partisanship affects perceptions of existential 
risks and identity threats.    

 

Recent Faculty and Student Publications 

Budrytė, Dovilė, 2022, “Activist Memory and Human Rights: The 

Commemoration of the Roma Genocide in Lithuania.” Days and Deeds. 77: 

123-142. 

 

Budrytė, Dovilė, 2022, “The Complexity of Memory After Communism: Multiple 

Actors, Multiple Memories?,” Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish 

Studies 40(1): 171-176. 

  

Budrytė, Dovilė and Didem Buhari-Gülmez, 2022, “Cultural Diplomacy Taming 

Resurgent Mnemonic Conflicts and Anxieties: Crimean Tatar and Lithuanian 

American Diasporas” Uluslararası İlişkiler (International Relations) 19(73): 17-

32.  

  

Young, Laura D., 2022, “Testing Tilly: Does War Really Make States?,” Social 

Evolution & History 21(1): 65-89. 



Student Organizations and Honor Societies - Join Today  

A recent study published in The Chronicle of Higher Education shows students do not feel engaged 
in their college campuses. A result of this disengagement is lower GPAs and reduced retention and 
graduation. A great way to become more engaged is to join a registered student organization on 
campus. It also looks good on your resume and graduate school or law school applications. There 
are several options for political science and international studies students. To join a student 
organization, just contact the advisor and tell them about your interest in the club. 

Honor societies require specific criteria for membership. Contact advisors to learn more. 

 

Law Society 
Advisor: Dr. Scott Boykin, associate professor of political science, sboykin@ggc.edu  
 
The Law Society provides the opportunity for like-minded students to increase their knowledge of 
the law, both local and state, through events, guest speakers and LSAT prep workshops, and 
conferences. 

 

Politics on the Road 
Advisor: Dr. Matt Gunning, assistant professor of political science, mgunning@ggc.edu  
 
This organization is devoted to broadening students’ understanding of politics through field trips, 
conference attendance, and other events devoted to topics of interest in the realm of politics. 

 
OLAS (Organization for Latin American Students) 
Advisor: Dr. Clemente Quinones, assistant professor of political science, cquinone@ggc.edu  
 
OLAS is one of GGC’s oldest student-driven organizations and brings Latin American culture into 
the GGC community. 
 

 
Sigma Iota Rho 
Advisor: Dr. Dovile Budryte, professor of political science,  
dbudryte@ggc.edu  
 
Sigma Iota Rho is the honor society for students and 
practitioners of international studies.  

 

Pi Sigma Alpha 
Advisor: Dr. Lea Bourland, assistant professor of political 
science, lbourlan@ggc.edu  
 
Pi Sigma Alpha is the national honor society for students 
enrolled in political science programs. 
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GUEST COLUMN 

                     How Do We Fight 
Misinformation? 
Dr. Amir Azarvan, 

associate 
professor of 

political science 

Last May, President Biden 
announced a “pause” to his 
plans for a Disinformation 
Governing Board (DGB) amid a 
flood of criticism from free-
speech advocates who likened 
this body to the Ministry of Truth 
from George Orwell’s dystopian 
novel, “1984.” Does this about-
face signal a win for free speech, 
or a victory for purveyors of 
misinformation? The real and 
overlooked question, however, 
should be: How should we go 
about countering misinforma-
tion? Not whether we should. In 
this short essay, I argue in favor 
of this “pause.” 

The current approach to mis- 
information is to reject and even 
censor news sources accused of 
spreading it. This approach does 
not adequately resolve the 
problem of misinformation, how-
ever. Consider the analogy of an 
interpersonal conflict: Suppose 
that Hank and Bill are in a heated 
disagreement and your mission 
is to form an objective under-
standing of the conflict. The 
most obvious thing you must do 
is listen to both sides of the 
story. Why? For the simple 
reason that each side has his 
own slant – Hank has his version 
of events and Bill has his own 
version. It is only by listening to 
both biased accounts that you 
can fully appreciate the situation 
and, therefore, understand what 
must be done to resolve the 
situation.    

Now, for the same reason that 
you should not hear only one 

side in an interpersonal conflict, 
you should not listen to only one 
side in an international conflict. 
Perhaps nothing attests to the 
power of propaganda more than 
our failure to apply this basic 
logic to the latter. Our flawed 
reasoning can be formalized as 
follows:   

Premise 1. We should read the 
news.  
Premise 2. We should not read 
from biased news outlets.  
Premise 3. News outlet X is 
biased.  
Conclusion. We should not read 
from news outlet X.  

The problem with this logic is 
that it contains the hidden 
premise that some news outlets 
are free of bias – for if this 
premise is false, then so is 
Premise 1, and thus the entire 
argument would fall apart. But 
who among us would dare to 
explicitly state this premise, 
given how blatantly false it is? 
The truth is that Premise 2 is 
comparable in its redundancy to 
the proposition that one should 
not own a reptilian lizard -- 
because all lizards are reptilian.   

In an ideal world, we could 
entrust a body of government 
bureaucrats to confront 
misinformation, and not simply 
favor one side’s misinformation 
over another’s. Of course, if it 
was truly an ideal world, then 
misinformation would not be 
spreading in the first place, and 
government itself would be 
unnecessary. But, alas, we do 
not live in a utopian world of 
unbiased information providers. 
Therefore, creating a 
government body to fight 
misinformation could – 
depending on how much power 
is conferred upon it – be just as 

senseless as only listening to 
Hank’s version of the story.  

Biden’s decision to “pause” the 
DGB was right. Misinformation is 
ubiquitous. The best solution is 
to treat its competing providers 
as mutual antidotes. As Jessica 
Harris from the Brookings 
Institute argues, “Individuals 
should follow a diversity of news 
sources, and be skeptical of 
what they read and watch” 
(2017, para. 2). Being aware of 
all the information is the only real 
way to combat misinformation. 

As I always tell my students, do 
not believe everything you read, 
but believe that you need to read 
everything.  

Source: Harris, Jessica. (2017, 
Dec. 18). How to combat fake 

news and misinformation. 
Brookings Institute. Retrieved 

from 
https://www.brookings.edu/res

earch/how-to-combat-fake-
news-and-disinformation/ 

 
Interested in 

submitting an article 
for our newsletter?  

 
Contact:  

 
Dr. Amir Azarvan, 

Chair – PSIS 
Program Promotion 
 aazarvan@ggc.edu  

 
 
 

 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/how-to-combat-fake-news-and-disinformation/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/how-to-combat-fake-news-and-disinformation/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/how-to-combat-fake-news-and-disinformation/
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Important Dates - Fall 2022 

Activity Date 

Tuition Due (Full Session and Session A) Aug. 2 

Classes begin (Full Session and Session A) Aug. 8 

Drop/add ends (Full Session) Aug. 14 

Labor Day holiday Sept. 5 

Mid-term grades due (Full Session) Sept. 27 

Last day to withdraw with "W" (Full Session) Sept. 29 

Apply to graduate deadline for Spring/Summer 2023 Oct. 1 

Classes end (Full Session) Nov. 14 

Final exams (Full Session) Nov. 15-21 

Grades due (Full Session) Nov. 29, 9 a.m. 

Commencement Dec. 1 

Grades available in Grizzly Den within Banner Dec. 5 
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Contact Information 

 
Dr. Laura Young, Associate Professor of Political Science 

Chair, Department of Political Science and International Studies 
lyoung6@ggc.edu  

 
Dr. Scott Boykin, Associate Professor of Political Science  

Director, Paralegal Certification Program 
PSIS Internship Coordinator 

sboykin@ggc.edu  
 

Dr. Clemente Quinones, Assistant Professor of Political Science 
Advisor, Latin American Studies 

cquinone@ggc.edu  
 

Dr. Federica Goldoni, Associate Professor of Spanish, French 
Chair, Study Abroad 
fgoldoni@ggc.edu  

 
Dr. Todd Lindley, Associate Professor of Geography 

Advisor, Global Studies 

tlindley1@ggc.edu 

 
Interested in submitting material for our newsletter?  

 
Contact:  

 
Dr. Amir Azarvan, Associate Professor of Political Science 

Chair, PSIS Program Promotion 
 aazarvan@ggc.edu  
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