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Taxonomic Information  

Kingdom: Animalia 

Phylum: Chordata 

Class: Teleostei 

Order: Perciformes 

Family: Centrarchidae 

Genus: Lepomis  

Species name: Lepomis auritus 

 

Location: Rock Springs Park, Lawrenceville, GA, 34.0400° N, 84.0209° W 

H’: 1.395869758 

 

 

               Morphological characteristics of red breast sunfish, as pictured above, include deep 

moderately compressed bodies. The red breasted sunfish is a type of sunfish that has short, 

rounded pectoral fins, 10- 11 spines on the dorsal fins, and 3 spines on the anal fin. Red 

breasted sunfish also have large mouths that have an upper jaw that extends under the front of 

the eye. Red breasted sunfish have different color variation based on maturity. Juveniles will be 

blue- green in color with faint red spots. Juveniles also have faint vertical barring on the side 



and yellow colored breast, belly, and  lower head. When red breasted sunfish mature, they are 

typically 11 to 24 cm long with red colored breasts and belly and no longer have the faint 

vertical barring. They are also characterized by a long black opercular flap on the ear.  

               Red breasted sunfish often establish themselves in small to medium sized rivers that 

are rocky and have sandy pools or vegetated lakes. Red breasted sunfish are predators, so they 

consume a variety of substances to acquire the nutrient they need. Their diets consist of 

insects, terrestrial invertebrates such as snails, and juvenile fish. They have also been found to 

prey more often at dawn rather than dusk. Red breasted sunfish spawning occurs during the 

months of April through October but peak in late spring and the summer seasons. Red breasted 

sunfish follow one of two different reproductive strategies. One strategy is where males will 

spend more time and energy to establish a nest to attract females and then protect the nest 

once a female has laid her eggs causing them to spend less time eating. Female red breasted 

sunfish on average will lay about 3,000 eggs. The second strategy for reproduction is that a non-

nesting male will intrude a nesting males’ nest and fertilize the eggs. This causes the nesting 

male to care for eggs that are not his while the non-nesting male can continue to eat. Nesting 

and non-nesting male red breasted sunfish have competing interactions for food and 

reproduction. 

 

DNA Sequence: 

RS34F22 

NCCCNCCTTCTTCGTACCCTNACATAGAATAGAAGANTGGTGCATGAAGCCGGANNGGTAGGCACAGC

TTTAAGCCTACTAAGTCGAGCAGAGCTCAGTCAACCAGGCGCCCTCCTCGGAGACGACCAGATTTACAA

TGTTATCGTAACAGCACATGCATTTGTAATAATTTTCTTTATAGTGATACCAATCATAATTGGAGGTTTCG

GCAACTGACTTGTCCCCTTAATAATTGGCGCCCCTGATATGGCATTCCCCCGAATGAACAACATAAGCTT

TTGACTCCTTCCCCCCTCTTTCCTCCTTCTCCTTGCCTCCTCCGGAGTCGAAGCCGGGGCTGGCACAGGTT

GAACCGTCTATCCCCCTCTCGCCGGCAACCTCGCCCATGCAGGAGCATCCGTTGACCTCACCATTTTTTCC

CTGCATCTCGCAGGGGTCTCTTCAATTCTAGGGGCTATTAACTTTATTACCACAATTATCAATATGAAACC

TCCTGCCATCTCCCAATACCAGACACCACTGTTTGTATGATCAGTCCTAATTACTGCTGTTTTACTCCTACT

TTCCCTCCCAGTCCTCGCTGCAGGAATTACTATGCTTCTAACAGACCGAAATCTTAACACCACTTTCTTTG

ATCCGGCAGGAGGCGGGGACCCCATCCTCTATCAACATCTGTTCTGATTCTTCGGTCAC 

CCTGAAGTGTCATAGTGTTTTTTCCCGGGAAGG 

 

 


