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“What Can You do With That?” GGC History Majors Succeed in Many Jobs 

      Nearly all students majoring in history have heard 
the question, “What can you do with your major?”  This 
question is asked despite the fact that many famous 
people earned history degrees.  Former Hewlitt Pack-
ard CEO Carly Fiorina majored in Medieval History. 
Goldman Sachs CEO Lloyd Blankfein was a history ma-
jor, and he is on record as saying that his firm wants to 
hire liberal arts majors.  Former U.S. Vice President Joe 
Biden majored in history, as did Supreme Court justic-
es Elena Kagan and Antonin Scalia.   The actors Steve 
Carell, Edward Norton and Janeane Garofalo majored 
in history.  History majors have graduated successfully 
into nearly every domain of endeavor.  If a rejoinder to 
this question were ever needed, then recent GGC His-
tory graduates have also demonstrated the major’s 
limitless possibilities.  Here are two students whose 
stories suggest the success history majors can and do 
enjoy. 

      Meggie Kuehnel, Georgia Aquarium  

     Meggie Kuehnel graduated with a His-
tory Teacher-Cert major before deciding 
that she did not want to teach in a tradi-
tional context, at least not immediately.  
She nonetheless found that the skills she 
picked up remained beneficial, practical, 

and useful.  She applied to the Georgia Aquarium and 
landed a job as an Environmental Educator.  In addi-
tion to the skills she learned from the teacher certifica-
tion program, Kuehnel discovered that the history ma-
jor contributed perspective.  “Viewing situations 
through multiple perspectives is the most valuable 
skill a history major can give to its students,” said Ku-
ehnel.  “This helps with customer service skills, job  

interviews, co-worker relations, project manage-
ment, communicating your wants and needs within 
a career.“ 

Juan Vera, United States Army 

     Juan Vera graduated in May 2018 
with an emphasis in U.S. History.  His 
immediate future was already set be-
cause he graduated with ROTC train-
ing and was commissioned as a 2nd 
Lieutenant (officer) in the U. S. Army.  
Vera is currently at Ft. Benning awaiting an Army 
Strykers leaders course.   The Stryker is a hybrid ar-
mored personnel carrier and an infantry fighting 
vehicle.  After training Vera will likely be based in 
Germany.    

     Vera discovered that the research he conducted 
in his history courses has paid off not so much in 
terms of knowledge (although there too) but in 
terms of an attitude or disposition.  That [research] 
capability is something I use now in every day life,” 
Vera said.  Situations are fluid, the army cannot pro-
vide every possible piece of information for every 
situation, and therefore, Vera explained, “we have to 
do our own research and push out information that 
we need to provide to our troops.”   

     The examples provided by Ms. Kuehnel and Mr. 
Vera did not surprise Dr. David Mason, professor of 
history at GGC.  “Studying history teaches students 
to be flexible in how they interpret events, a skill 
that translates well in the workplace,” said Mason.  
In his opinion, a vital part of the history major in-
volves “reading documents to look for their mean-
ings as a way of understanding their intent.”   GGC’s 
history grads have indeed succeeded in exploring 
the possibilities of the major. 

By Richard Rawls 

Vera with Dr. 
Ellen Rafshoon 



Ex Libris: From the Bookshelves of GGC Historians 

Dr. Knecht’s contact informa on is aknecht@ggc.edu                                                                                                                                      P. 2 

      “Accessible Appalachia” 
      Do not let the title mislead you.  This brief article 
is not about places in Appalachia accessible to those 
wishing to hike there.  Instead, the focus is on the 
proximity of Appalachia to Georgia Gwinnett Col-
lege and to scholars, making it a rich and readily 
reachable resource for broadening one’s under-
standing of Appalachian culture and its role in Amer-
ican life.  I am fascinated with the 
region and its abundant cultural 
history, from mountain music and 
moonshine to education---or in 
the past the lack of education---
and grassroots activism. 
      Although descriptions vary on 
exactly where the Appalachian Mountains begin and 
end, they run generally from Canada to Alabama, 
with a portion in far northern Georgia.  The Appala-
chian Trail is well known because it is part of the Na-
tional Park System, which traces the Appalachian 
Mountain Range and starts in North Georgia.  The 
term “Appalachia,” when referring to a cultural re-
gion, however, is typically considered to encompass 
the smaller area from the Blue Ridge Mountains 
southward to the Great Smoky Mountains — in oth-
er words, from southern Pennsylvania to the Tennes-
see-North Carolina border.  This is less than 150 
miles north of our campus, an easy (and very pleas-
ant) morning’s drive.  
      Although the Internet has dramatically expanded 
our ability to conduct historical research without 
leaving the office, traveling to the area under study 
inevitably enlarges and enriches our perception and 
understanding of local history and culture.  Those 

interested in pursuing historical research on Appala-
chia will find no lack of resources, from private diaries 
and journals, collections of primary documents in li-
braries and archives to photographs and artifacts in a 
multitude of museums, many of which are small, local, 
and offline, and even archival records and collections 
kept in schools.   
      The website of the Appalachian Studies Association 

(appalachianstudies.org/resources/
libraries.php) provides a quick over-
view of the major institutions scat-
tered across Appalachia that main-
tain substantial collections on the 
region.  As you might expect, Appa-
lachian State University in Boone, 
North Carolina has important col-

lections in this field. You will also find materials at Be-
rea College in Berea, Kentucky; the University of Ten-
nessee at Knoxville; the University of North Carolina-
Asheville (Special Collections); and East Tennessee 
State University in Johnson City, which is an hour’s 
drive north of Asheville. 
     Appalachia has been the focus of many historians 
and other scholars as well, such as John C. Inscoe, H. 
Tyler Blethen, Gordon B. McKinney, Ted Olson, Dwight 
B. Billings, and Richard A. Straw, to name a few.  Topics 
such as pioneer settlement, slavery, folk life, and coal 
mining have attracted a lot of attention, though this is 
not a comprehensive list of topics in Appalachian stud-
ies.  If these examples have piqued your interest in 
learning more about Appalachia and its unique contri-
butions to American culture, then their purpose has 
been served.   
For Further Reading:  1) R. Straw and H. T. Blethen, 
eds, High Mountains Rising: Appalachia in Time and 
Place, 2004. 2) John Inscoe, Race, War, and Remem-
brance in the Appalachian South, 2008.   

“Traveling to the area un-
der study inevitably en-
larges and enriches our 
perception.” 

Dr. Andra 
Knecht earned 
her Ph.D. and 
M.A. degrees 
from Missis-
sippi State 
University 



Standing Ovations!  Faculty 
News and Accomplishments 

Nathan Orgill published a book chapter titled “Reawakening the Nation:  British 
Journalists and the Interwar Debate on the Origins of the First World War,” in the 
book Writing the First World War after 1918.  The book was edited by Adrian Bing-
ham and published by Routledge Press in 2018.  The chapter represented an out-
growth of Orgill’s earlier research on the British press in the pre- and post-World 
War I United Kingdom.  “The scaremongers in the British press succeeded in push-

ing the United Kingdom into war,” Orgill explained.  “As public opinion changed after the war, the 
scaremongers needed to double down in order to justify their positions.”  

Patrick Zander published the peer-reviewed article “Change in the Air:  TWA, African Development, and Breaking the 
Color Line in 1950’s Kansas City,” in Journal of the Georgia Association of Historians 34 (January 2019),  pp. 19-44.   

Frank Smith published the peer-reviewed article “Wartime Sermons: Twelve Pulpit Messages from Georgia Presbyter-
ians During World War II,”  in The Confessional Presbyterian 14 (2018), pp. 149-76.  

Academic Presentations: October 2018 to February 2019 

Ellen Rafshoon presented a paper on the panel titled 
“Pussy Hats to the Polls: Capturing Today’s Women’s 
Movement,” at the Oral History Association annual con-
ference in Montreal, on October 11, 2018.  For the last 
year, a GGC 2018-19 Seed Grant has helped fund her 
research that involves conducting interviews with nov-
ice political activists and first-time candidates.   She has 
also collaborated with a student who presented re-
search at the Georgia Association of Historians (p. 4). 

Richard Rawls presented “From Anthropology to Mili-
tary Necessity: Battlefield Tourism in the Greco-Persian 
Wars,” at the National Social Science Association Con-
ference, in New Orleans, on October 15, 2018.  He also or-
ganized the session, “On the Uses of Dead Bodies in the 
Ancient World.” 

Seth Kendall presented “Dismemberment and the 
Body Politic in the mid-Roman Republic,” at the Nation-
al Social Science Association in New Orleans, on October 
15, 2018. 

Laura Valiani presented “Punic Faith: Child Sacrifice, 
Myth or Not?” at the National Social Science Associa-
tion in New Orleans, on October 15, 2018. 

Michael Gunther presented, “Fallout Feminism in Cold 
War New York, October 1962,” at the Researching New 
York Conference on November 16,  2018, in Albany, NY. 

Erica Metcalfe presented "Resistance, Activism, 
and Protest," at the American Historical Association, on 
January 4, 2019, in Chicago.  She next presented and orga-
nized the panel "Police Brutality in Communities of Color," 
at the AHA on January 5, 2019.  

Carey Shellman presented “Alice Harrell Strickland  (1859-
1947):  The Power of Matronage in Progressive Era Gwin-
nett County,” at the Georgia Association of Historians con-
ference on February 1, 2019.  Alice Harrell Strickland was 
the first female mayor of a city in the history of Georgia.  

Michael Gagnon presented “Slavery in Gwinnett: an on-
going Microhistory Project,” at the Georgia Association of 
Historians, on February 1, 2019.  He presented at the ses-
sion he organized, titled, “The Past is Local: Beginning a 
Microhistory of Gwinnett County, Georgia.”  On February 
2, he co-chaired a session of student research posters at 
the GAH, in which GGC History majors Abigail Calcote, 
Kirstin Rhea, and Michelle Samson presented history re-
search projects completed at GGC.  (See p. 4). 



Alumni/ae, Student and Event News 

Amelia Porter works for the Gwinnett County Depart-
ment of Transportation as a records management liai-
son.   
Vicky Perez Abu-Shmais is a teacher at Walton Coun-
ty Middle School.    
Justin Carlyle was hired at Discovery High School in 
Gwinnett County Public Schools as a history teacher and 
assistant football coach. 
Paul Amato received the Master of Arts in Teaching 
degree from Mercer University on December 15, 2018. 

CONTACTING GGC and HISTORY DISCIPLINE 

History Chair of Faculty: Nathan Orgill  - norgill@ggc.edu 
History Chair of Studies: Ellen Rafshoon erafshoo@ggc.edu 

GGC HISTORY Editors:   

Richard Rawls: rrawls@ggc.edu 

Patrick Zander:  pzander@ggc.edu 

Michael Gunther: mgunther@ggc.edu 

Alumni News 

     On December 13, 2018, GGC held its fall semester 
commencement at the Infinite Energy Arena.  Six 
history majors graduated with the B.A. degree in his-
tory.  The chair of the Gwinnett County Board of 
Commissioners, Charlotte J. Nash, delivered the com-
mencement address.  This was the last commence-
ment presided over by Dr. Stas Preczewski in his ca-
pacity as College president.   

     To mark the 150th anniversary of the completion of the transconti-
nental railroad on May 10, 1869, GGC’s history discipline will sponsor a 
Seminar on American Railroads, March 26-28, 2019.  Events will include 
presentations by students, professors from history, art, chemistry, ge-
ography, music, political science, and the Southeastern Railway Muse-
um.  All sessions will be held in the Heritage Room of the Kaufman Li-
brary.  For more information, contact events organizer, Dr. Frank Smith, 
fsmith2@ ggc.edu.  Event titles and times are: 

1. Tuesday, March 26th, 2:00-3:15 PM,  “American Railroads: The Story 
of a Transportation Industry.” 

2. Wednesday March 27th, 2:00-3:15 PM,  "American Railroads: Poli-
tics and Labor."  

3. Thursday, March 28th, 2:00-3:15 PM,  “American Railroads: Social 
and Cultural Aspects” 

4. Thursday, March 28th, 7:00-8:30 PM,  “American Railroads: Movies, 
Meals and Memories.” 

Railroad History Commemoration 

Commencement December 2018 

     The observance of Button Gwinnett Day will be held on April 
11, 2019.   According to organizer, Dr. Michael Gagnon, the follow-
ing five sessions will occur: 
1. 9:30-10:45: LVIS – Professionals and Immigrant Communities 
2. 11:00-12:15: LVIS – Religious Institutions Anchor Immigrant 

Communities  
3. 12:30-1:45: LVIS – Governmental Outreach to Immigrant 

Communities. 
4. 2:00-3:15: LVIS – Students and Faculty showcase Immigrant 

Culture  
5. 3:30-4:45: Library Heritage Room – Immigrant Authors  

Tyler Fasnacht, Dr. Richard Rawls, Loren Hayes, Dr. Mi-
chael Gagnon, Courtnee Young, Dr. Andi Knecht, Peggy 
Thomas, Dr. Carey Shellman, Alfredo Corona, Dr. Eugene 
Berger, Dr. Nathan Orgill, Cydney High, Dr. Ryan Gaston 

     The GGC History Discipline joined with other disciplines in ob-
serving Constitution Day over three days.  On September 17, GGC 
Chief of Staff Daniel Nolan joined with two students to discuss the 
military oath to “Uphold and defend the constitution against all 
threats, foreign and domestic.”  On September 18, historians Rich-
ard Rawls and Richard Cook joined political scientists Dovile 
Budryte and Paul Grant to discuss and propose possible amend-
ments to the constitution.  On September 19, historian Michael 
Gunther moderated a session on criminal justice and the constitu-
tion that included political scientist Linda Mancillas and criminolo-
gist Lana McDowell.   

Constitution Day 2018 

Button Gwinnett Day 2019 

On February 2, 2019, GGC Historians Michael Gagnon and Carey Shell-
man attended the research poster presentations given by GGC history 
majors Kirstin Rhea, Abigail Calcote, and Michelle Samson. 

Photos From GA Association of Historians 


