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Failing to Profit From Genocide

The 1832 Land Lottery was the eighth time the state of

Georgia raffled off practically free land, in this case land already

improved and cultivated by the Cherokee, to its white citizens. It

was the first time the lottery specifically banned a group,

namely “a horde of Thieves known as the Pony Club.”

What was the Pony Club?

Why were they specifically excluded from the lottery?

• The Pony Club was a group of horse thieves that flourished

in Carroll County.

• They were said to have been made up much of the local

office holders and lawmen.

• They harassed the Cherokee, who theorized that the Club’s

actions were sanctioned by the state.
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What evidence shows the state of Georgia supported the Pony Club’s actions?

• The state passed laws which forbid whites from living within Cherokee Lands, negated Cherokee law, and denied

them protection under white laws.

• The state forcibly removed many white supporters of Native Americans to help drive out the Cherokee.

• The state took no action against the Pony Club, although their activities were widely reported nationally.

• The Club’s exclusion from the land lottery is the only evidence of censure by the state.

“The principal object of these laws

has been to remove from the

Cherokees white men of bad

character, and those who, from

mistaken views of the rights and

powers of the State, have been

engaged in exciting the Indians to

sedition, and opposition to the

policy of the Government.”

- Governor Gilmer, 1831

“the future is but darkness. One thing we know, there will 

be suffering. The Cherokees will be a prey to the cupidity 

of white men- every indignity and every oppression will 

be heaped upon them. They have already undergone 

much, when the time is merely in anticipation, how will it 

be when full license is given to their oppressors?” 

- Cherokee Phoenix, 1829
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