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            GGC History Major National Anthem Singer Graduates 
Jordan Sanders Served College With Her Voice and Her Service to Others 

     The August 2017 Commencement Ceremony wit-
nessed the eighth time that Jordan Sanders sang the 
national anthem at an official ceremony for Georgia 
Gwinnett  College.  It also represented the last time 
she could sing as an undergraduate student.  Sand-
ers, a history major (western civilization concentra-
tion) and an English minor, officially graduated with 
her B.A. degree.  “She was was the voice of GGC in 
the singing of the national anthem and the alma 
mater for the last several commencement, March 
through the Arch, and convocation ceremonies,” 
observed Marc Gilley, Associate Professor of Music. 

     Though Sanders first began singing at the age of 
eight, she started singing with regularity at GGC in  
spring 2013, when she won the “GGC’s Got Talent” 

competition.  She also sang the national anthem for the 
first time at the spring 2013 Commencement Ceremony 
with the group, GGC Voices.  When GGC Voices disbanded, 
Sanders auditioned to sing solo.   

     “I remember that she was very conscientious,” explained 
Gilley.  “She always approached the work positively, took 
suggestions in the manner intended, and at each rehearsal 
it was clear that she had seriously worked on what I asked.”   

     Sanders’ winning “GGC’s Got Talent” opened additional 
opportunities to serve the college.  It led to her appearance 
at the 2013 Rock’n Ribville Festival in Lawrenceville.  It also 
presented her with opportunities to perform original work. 

     “What impresses me is that Sanders is fearless,” said 
Richard Rawls, professor of history and her academic advi-
sor.  “She returned to the “GGC’s Got Talent” competition 
the next year and performed a newly composed song on a 
different instrument than she competed with the year pri-
or.”     

     In addition to maintaining a high grade point average, 
and participating in student clubs such as the Music Club, 
Sanders worked in the Academic Enhancement Center as a 
writing tutor.  While it provided income, the job also 
helped Sanders provide another outlet for her desire to 
serve her colleagues and the college. 

     Sanders has decided to take a year off and work before 
pursuing future options.  She indicated she intends to ap-
ply for graduate studies in history. 

     “I also hope to start tutoring again soon,” she said.  
Meanwhile, Sanders continues singing at the Bridge 
Church in Lawrenceville, composing new music, and serv-
ing others with her writing and singing. 

Jordan Sanders, above left, singing the national 
anthem at the 2017 summer commencement cere-
mony, and above right, on a campus billboard  
touting creativity. 



Ex Libris: From the Bookshelves of GGC Historians 
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       I tell my students that Benjamin Franklin was an 
entrepreneurial master of media long before the 
exploits that made him famous. I wonder if he 
would be comfortable with social media, though. 
For years, I ignored Twitter and made use of Face-
book only as a way to keep up with faraway friends 
and family. I sympathized with the argument that 
social media spreads “fake news” 
and furthers our alienation from 
real communities by luring us to 
our own devices. I still harbor 
those fears, but I did join Twitter. 
The ability to follow and be fol-
lowed by other historians has 
wrought unexpected benefits. 
One such dividend is daily exposure to news about 
current scholarship in #vastearlyamerica, one of in-
numerable hashtags or handles created by and for 
scholars of colonial and revolutionary America.    
       It is a boom time for scholarly and popular his-
tory of the American Revolution, perhaps abetted 
by political currents. This extends from library 
shelves and university presses to stage and screen, 
websites, podcasts, blogs, live tweeting at confer-
ences, and back again. Podcasts are a great entry 
point because they can be consumed while com-
muting. Liz Covart’s Ben Franklin’s World features 
interviews with scholars on newly published books 
or works in progress. Now working with the Omo-
hundro Institute, she also creates “Doing History” 
podcasts. Her interview with Zara Anishanslin, enti-
tled “How Historians Read Historical Sources,” gave 
me useful teaching ideas while also introducing me 

to Anishanslin’s new book, Portrait of a Woman in Silk: 
Hidden Histories of the British Atlantic World. Other exam-
ples of podcasts that keep me engaged with scholar-
ship include the New Books Network, BackStory, and 
The Junto (another nod to Franklin!), who hosted on its 
blog a roundtable on the musical Hamilton, and a 
“March Madness”-style bracket where viewers vote on 
the most influential books in early American history 

scholarship. My podcast consump-
tion predates my joining Twitter, 
though at this point I can follow the 
latest in podcast and book release 
events in my field on social media. 
This summer, I learned of the publi-
cation of The New Map of Empire: 
How Britain Imagined America Before 

Independence by Max Edelson. I immediately purchased a 
copy because it promised to satiate my interest in 18th-
century warfare and the environment. I followed a 
tweet to Edelson’s Harvard University Press catalog en-
try online, and was elated to see a link to an accompa-
nying website: mapscholar.org/empire. On this site, 
Edelson curates more than 250 of the original 18th-
century primary source map images that he viewed in 
archives while researching the book. I can only imagine 
his tangle of copyright paperwork, though this does 
complement the work of many archives who are com-
mitted to digitization projects right now. I’m glad I saw 
the tweet, happy to have the book in my collection, 
and eager both to use Edelson’s website in my teach-
ing, and to mine for my own research his richly detailed 
analysis of the 18th-century Board of Trade - and the 
engineers, surveyors, and mapmakers who used 
knowledge and articulation of space as power at the 
zenith of the first British Empire. And Ben Franklin 
makes a few appearances, too!   

“Benjamin Franklin was an 
entrepreneurial master of 
media long before the ex-
ploits that made him famous” 

 
Dr. Michael Gun-
ther earned his 
Ph.D. from Lehigh 
University, his M.A. 
from the University 
of Scranton, and his 
B.A. degree from 
Ithaca College. 



Dr. Patrick 
Zander pub-
lished Hidden 
Armies of the 
Second World 
War: World 
War II Re-
sistance Move-
ments with 
Praeger Press 
in September 
2017.  The 
book is a sur-
vey of all the 
resistance 

movements of occupied Eu-
rope, and an assessment of 
the different ways that re-
sistance contributed to un-
dermining Nazism and to 
Allied victory.  
 
Michael Gunther re-
ceived a special proclama-
tion from the City of Fair-
burn, Georgia, recognizing 
research conducted with 
historian Leward Dunn on 
the “Campbell County Sol-
dier Boys Monument” (1919), 
the first monument built by 
popular subscription in 
Georgia honoring local sol-
diers, including African 
Americans, who died or were 
wounded in WW I. 

Standing Ovations!  History Faculty  
News & Accomplishments 
 David Mason , Patrick Zander, Axel Corlu 

Dr. David Mason was promoted to professor of history, starting in August 
2017.  Dr. Mason began teaching at GGC in 2007, having previously taught at two 
other colleges in Georgia.  He earned his Ph.D. in history at The Ohio State Univer-
sity, an M.B.A at the University of Texas, Austin, and a B.A. in history at Emory Uni-
versity.  Dr. Mason has published and edited several books and articles on the 
history of savings and loans in the U.S.A. 

Ellen Rafshoon published "Esther Taylor: 
Hadassah Lady Turned Birth Control Advocate." 
Southern Jewish History, Vol. 19, 2016., and a re-
view of "Seeking Justice: the Leo Frank Case 
Revisited." Southern Jewish History. Vol. 19, 
2016. 

Richard Rawls presented “The Good, The 
Bad, and the Uncertain: Ammianus Marcellinus’ 
Wisdom for Ugly Times in the Res Gestae,” at 
the Association For Core Text and Courses Con-
ference, Dallas, Texas,  April 2017.  He also 
formed the panel and served as its moderator. 

Fang Zhou taught in the University System 
of Georgia European Council Study Abroad Pro-
gram in London for summer 2017.  

Seth Kendall presented a paper at the 
Missouri Valley History Conference  in Oma-
ha Nebraska, March 2017.  He also peer-
reviewed an article for Syllecta Classica; and 
he submitted a review of Res Militares, the 
on-line journal of the Society of Ancient Mil-
itary History. 

Andra Knecht went to Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, in April 2017, to train for proctoring 
and leading scoring sessions of the Critical 
Thinking Assessment Test (CAT).  The CAT 
training is organized through GGC’s Office 
of Assessment.  These college-wide assess-
ments are developed by Tennessee Tech 
and are given nationally every fall to incom-
ing freshmen and every spring to seniors. 

Drs. Lia Schraeder and Nik Ribianszky left GGC for new opportunities.  Schraeder took a 
position at the University of Nevada-Reno, where she will be shifting into a faculty sup-
port role in their Center for Teaching and Learning Technologies.  Ribianszky accepted a 
position at Queen's University Belfast, Northern Ireland.  “I have been fortunate to have 
such supportive and helpful colleagues throughout the five years,” Ribianszky wrote.  
Schraeder was a specialist in Mexican history.  Ribianszky specialized in African-
American history.  They will be missed by their students and colleagues.  GGC’s histori-
ans wish them well! 

Dr. Lia Schraeder, left, and Dr. Nik  
Ribianszky, right.  Both taught at GGC 
from 2011-2017. 

Two Historians Leave GGC for New Opportunities 

Dr. Patrick Zander was promoted to associate professor of history, starting 
in August 2017.  Dr. Zander began teaching at GGC in 2011, having previously 
taught at other colleges in Georgia.  He earned his Ph.D. in history at Georgia In-
stitute of Technology, an M.S. in the history of science and technology at Georgia 
Tech, an M.A. in history at Georgia State University, and a B. A. in business com-
munication at William Jewell College.   

Dr. Axel Corlu edited the peer-reviewed book, The Levantines: 
Commerce and Diplomacy, (Levantine Heritage Association, Lon-
don, 2016).  He also presented a paper at Europe House and Ori-
ental Club, both in London, "Anarchy in the Empire: Minorities 
and Levantines as Enemies of the State,” at the conference 
“Levant & Europe: Shipping and Trade -- Networks of People and 
Knowledge,” held November 2-4, 2016. 



Alumni and Student News 

Monique Martinez started a position at the Uni-
versity of North Georgia as a full-time reference ser-
vices librarian. 
Alex Mendez was admitted to Mercer University’s 
Tiff College of Education. He is working on a masters 
of arts in teaching (MAT) degree, with a concentration 
in early childhood education. 
Terence Stover is working on a master’s degree in 
curriculum and design at Georgia Southern Universi-
ty. 
D.J. Melville is teaching World History at South 
Gwinnett High School. 
Jessica Tatman is teaching World History at Dis-
covery High School, where she received an award for 
“school spirit.”  She also sang the national anthem at 
the Spring 2017 GGC Graduation Ceremony. 
Jessica Rayman is a processing archivist at the 
University of Alabama.  She received the MLIS degree 
from the University of North Carolina in Spring 2017. 

CONTACTING GGC & HISTORY DISCIPLINE 

History Point of Contact/Discipline Coordinator:   

Dr. Eugene Berger.  Email: eberger@ggc.edu  

GGC HISTORY Editors:   

Richard Rawls: rrawls@ggc.edu 

Patrick Zander:  pzander@ggc.edu 

Michael Gunther: mgunther@ggc.edu 

Alumni and Student News 

Laura Valiani graduated from Georgia 
Gwinnett College in 2013.  She returned in 
a different capacity in August 2017 to 
teach on a part-time basis.  Valiani earned 
her M.A. degree in history from Georgia 
State University in 2016.  She is currently 

pursuing a Ph.D. in history there.  She is contemplating a 
dissertation on the reception of Carthage in 20th-century 
Germany.   

     “I’ve always loved GGC,” she said.  “I’m very excited to 
come back and teach here.” 

Georgia Gwinnett College held its Summer 2017 Com-
mencement ceremony on August 8 at the Infinite Energy 
Arena.  The history discipline saw five students graduate, 
including:  Quang Huynh, Ethan Kick, Amelia Porter, Jor-
dan Sanders, and Nathan Sauerbier.  Georgia’s Senate 
President Pro Tempore David Shafer, delivered the com-
mencement address.  He observed that many students 
completed their degrees while caring for other people.  
He advised students to “never get down by letting the 
setbacks in life discourage you.” 

Commencement May 2017 

Georgia Gwinnett College held its May 2017 commencement cere-
mony on the Library Lawn.  Among those graduating with a B.A. in 
history were Rachel Anderson, Derek Barker, Valerie Craft, Anasta-
sia De Lorenzo, Logan Goss, Kevin Longo, Carly Najera, Robert Reid, 
Timothy Smith, Jason Stafford, Vernon Temple, and Ailicec Tuesca.  
Those majoring in history with teacher certification included Daniel 
Aristizibal, Paul Hedges, Brandon Littleton, Cassie Spell, Jessica Tat-
man, Seth Thompson, and Destiny Ward.  Georgia House of Repre-
sentatives Minority Leader Stacey Y. Abrams, delivered the keynote 
address.  She both encouraged the graduates to reflect upon their 
impact on their communities and emphasized that education is a 
tool that comes with responsibility.   

Commencement August 2017 

Graduates and faculty, from left: Amelia Porter,  Jordan Sanders, 
Richard Rawls, Nathan Sauerbier, Quang Huynh, and Ethan Kick 

GGC History Graduates Ailicec Tuesca, Jason Stafford, and Rob-
ert Reid. 

History Alumna Returns to Teach at GGC 


