
Multiple generations of diverse families 
poured into GGC’s lawn Thursday morning. 
Of the 425 students who graduated in 
GGC’s 10th anniversary year, 28 countries 
were represented, including two students 
from Liberia, the nation whose ambassador 
was this year’s commencement speaker. 

Many students painted the tops of their 
caps with flags of different countries. The 
sun radiated over the large crowd who came 
to see the graduation ceremony and cheer 
and support the member of their family who 
had achieved a diploma. 

Graduates filled out last-minute surveys 
about their plans while in the B-Atrium 
staging area before the ceremony began. 
Some students posed for pictures with 
friends and faculty members, capturing 
memories before moving away from the 
safe confines of school. 

“I’m so relieved that I made it through,” 
said Amani Sams, who received her 
Bachelor of Arts in English. She had 
decorated her cap with a picture of the 
world and declared herself ready. 

The Honorable Jeremiah Sulunteh spoke 
to the graduates about making an impact in 
the world. After asking rhetorically about 
why this ending ceremony was called a 
commencement, he answered by welcoming 
students to “the university of life.”

“Leadership is about impact, influence, 
and inspiration,” Sulunteh said.

 Ambassador Sulunteh made an impact 
by building a school in the Liberian village 
where he was born so that children there 
would not have to wait until they were 10 to 
attend school, as he did. He hoped to inspire 
graduates to achieve, no matter where they 

started. 
Kamisha Lancaster, the student speaker 

who graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
in Psychology, spoke about her path to 
graduation. While raising two children alone 
and working full time at a psychiatrist’s 
office, she graduated from GGC in just 3 
years.

 “It hasn’t been easy to say the least,” she 
said. “But I tell you this story to encourage 
you, that against all odds, it’s more than 
possible to win… Life challenges are 
inevitable, but how you persevere through 
them determines your success or failure. 
Make a conscious decision to choose 
success in every aspect of your life for the 

rest of your life.”
“You are the reason why we’re here,” said 

President Stas̒ Preczewski, who celebrated 
the diverse paths of the graduates as well as 
their achievements. Nearly half of this year’s 
graduates are first generation students, and 
over 100 graduated with honors. 

Victor Camargo, who received a Bachelor 

of Arts in Political Science, also became 
GGC’s first student to complete the Global 
Studies Certification program. 

Business major Cayla Carlotta, before 
leaving for a post-ceremony lunch, summed 
up her feelings in two ways.

 “I have to get my act together, this is real 
life!” she said. “I’m proud, I’ve done it.”
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Global Certification Program 
The global studies certification program 

at GGC  focuses on increasing global 
awareness for students and encouraging 
participation and engagement in 
international affairs. It was developed and 
is currently coordinated by Dr. Kristina 
Mormino. 

Victor Camargo is the first recipient 
of the global studies certification. He is 
excited to be the first student to earn the 
certificate, especially because he completed 
the requirements before his graduation. 

“It was a very rewarding experience to be 
a trailblazer at GGC,” said Camargo. 

This was the first time the program was 
offered, and Camargo was the only student 
in the program.  

“Dr. Mormino was great throughout 
the whole process, and made the program 
engaging and fun,” said Camargo. 

Because this is an independent study 
course, Camargo explained, students had 
flexibility on choosing their focus. 

“That really enhances our knowledge 
and education. Regardless of what one’s 
education area is, there’s literally something 
for everyone!” Camargo said.  

Pursuing the global studies certification 
will prepare students for active involvement 
in the continuously globalizing world. 
Intercultural communication and 
understanding are necessary in an 
increasingly diverse workplace. The global 
studies certification assists students in 
promoting good relations among a variety 
of people in a professional environment. 

This certification can be added to any 
major program. To be accepted into the 
program, a student must maintain at least 
a 2.7 GPA, complete 24 hours of academic 
credit, and sign the certification agreement 
to enroll in the program. 

Once enrolled, students must take at least 
two 3000 or 4000 level I-courses, complete 
a credit bearing study abroad program, and 
satisfy a foreign language requirement. 
Once these have been achieved, then the 
completion of a capstone course will grant 
the student the certification.

Students interested in pursuing a global 
studies certification should stop by the 
Office of Internalization and inquire about 
the program. 

By Javaughn Waller
Staff Reporter
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SIDE ITEMS
TZATZIKI & PITA ..........................................$3.50
FETA CHEESE..............................................$3.50
BASMATI RICE.............................................$3.00
FETA & OLIVES............................................$3.50
OLIVES .........................................................$3.00
ASSORTED PICKLES..................................$2.50
FALAFEL ......................................................$0.80
PITA...............................................................$0.80

DESSERTS
Baklawa ...................................................$1.90
Sweet phyllo pastry made from pasticcio or walnuts.

Bass Bossa ..............................................$3.00
Sweet cake made from coconuts and semolina and 
soaked in simple honey syrup.

Rice Pudding............................................$3.00
Milk, rice, and sugar make a wonderful sweet and 
creamy dessert topped with cinnamon flavor.

Mohalabia.................................................$3.00
Milk pudding topped off with pasticcio nuts. 

Greek Yogurt Cheesecake .......................... $3.00

BEVERAGES
SOFT DRINKS ..............................................$1.89
TURKISH/ARABIC COFFEE........................$3.00
HOT HERBAL TEA.......................................$3.00
FRESHLY BREWED ICED TEA ...................$1.89

Welcome
 
To Olive Med Grill where we invite you to our Mediter-
ranean based restaurant serving fresh food in a 
relaxed, informal environment for a reasonable price. 

Our restaurant is open daily with a menu that is 
designed to suit any of your occasions. The choice is 
yours whether to take out an order or to settle in for a 
fine evening with the ones you love. 

We are committed to providing you with genuine 
food using the finest ingredients possible to support 
a healthy lifestyle in a delicious way!
 

CATERING
OUR CATERING SERVICE IS CUSTOMIZABLE 

ACCORDING TO YOUR NEEDS.
SERVES APPROXIMATELY 12-15 PEOPLE.

HOMEMADE KIBBEH .................................. $30.00
HUMMUS ...................................................... $35.00
GREEK SALAD ............................................ $35.00
BABA GANOUJ............................................ $35.00
GRAPE LEAVES........................................... $42.00
TABOULEH................................................... $35.00
HOMEMADE SPINACH PIE ......................... $30.00
SAMBOSA .................................................... $30.00
SPANAKOPITA............................................. $42.00
FALAFEL ...................................................... $35.00
GYRO............................................................ $70.00
SHISH KABOBS........................................... $70.00
KUFTA KABOBS .......................................... $70.00
SHISH TAWOOK........................................... $70.00
SHAWARMA ................................................ $70.00
GRILLED VEGETABLES.............................. $55.00
GRILLED JUMBO SHRIMP.......................... $90.00
GRILLED SALMON ...................................... $110.00
GRILLED GROUPER.................................... $110.00
DEEP FRIED COD........................................ $75.00 
LAMB SHANKS............................................ $110.00
BASAMATI RICE WITH ALMONDS & RAISINS ........ $35.00
GREEK POTATOES ..................................... $30.00
WHOLE STUFFED LAMB ............................ $425.00
WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS.
(48 HOURS NOTICE  & SERVES 30 PEOPLE)
BAKLAWA .................................................... $30.00
RICE PUDDING ............................................ $30.00
GREEK YOGURT CHEESECAKE ............... $40.00
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www.olivemgrill.com

olivemgrill@gmail.com
olivemgrill

DINE IN  •  DELIVERY  •  TAKEOUT
CATERING

LOCATED IN LAWRENCEVILLE, GA

755 LAWRENCEVILLE SUWANEE RD
SUITE 1710

LAWRENCEVILLE, GA 30043
770-513-9555
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Victor Camargo, first GGC student to 

earn a global studies certificate.

“I have an incredible family and they are the reason I push for greatness. God has 
a plan for our lives and I will make sure I follow through!” said Michelle Samukai 

(above) with her father, Liberian Minister of Defense, Brownie J. Samukai, Jr.

- Kelsey Brooks 

“A teacher once told me I wasn’t meant 
for college because of my dyslexia. 

Conquering my learning disability and 
graduating college has increased my 

confidence and reassured me that I am 
capable of incredible things.”

Kelsey Brooks (above) wtih Dr. Amir Azarvan
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Cultural Showcase Spoke in 
More than an African Voice

Advertisement for the 2015 cultural showcase presented by African Voice

On a recent rainy night, the 
African Voice Club put on their 
annual showcase to an overflow-
ing crowd. Reserved seating was 
held for VIPs and ushers led oth-
er attendees to the non-reserved 
seats. When those were filled, 
students lined the walls of LVIS. 

Francis Ellis, 26, is the outgo-
ing president of the club, which 
has been in existence for four 
years at GGC. He will be grad-
uating with a degree in Interna-
tional Business this summer. 

Mr. Ellis’ parents immigrated 
to the U.S. from Liberia to Rhode 
Island and eventually to Geor-
gia. He came to GGC to better 
himself but spent the first couple 
years without much direction. 
“I wasn’t active at all” he says. 
“I was looking for leadership 
opportunities and now I’m here.”

Where he is now is the presi-
dent of a club that has grown from 
about 70 members to over 200. 

Dr. Josephine Dawuni, Esq., 
Assistant Professor of Political 
Science, has been the faculty ad-
visor for this club since its incep-
tion. The club, focused on unity 
and family, has grown steadily 
in numbers and in achievements, 
winning the award for GGC 
Registered Student Organization 
(RSO) of the year in 2014.

Abdulkareem Adekunle, who 
goes by Kareem, is the president 
for the upcoming 2015-2016 
year. Adekunle, 22 is majoring in 
marketing and originally came to 
America at 16 to play basketball 
for Providence Christian before 
coming to GGC. A member of 
African Voice for three years be-

Dr. Dawuni 
on the Future 

Goals of 
African Voice

fore seeking an elected position, 
he ran because he thought there 
was “something he could bring 
to the table.” 

Adekunle’s vision for the group 
is nationwide and service-orient-
ed. “The club is about the people; 
how can we help you succeed?” 

He wants “all juniors and 
seniors [to] have a work-ready 
resume” so that they are ahead of 
most other college students when 
they go for employment.

The four pillars of the group 
as envisioned by Dr. Dawuni are 
academic excellence, exemplary 
leadership, cultural unity, and 
community service. 

To Ellis, African Voice as an 
organization represents unity 
and family for all Africans and 

seeks to bridge learning between 
Africans and all other groups, 
including African-Americans. 

“Africans and African-Ameri-
cans have different histories,” he 
says, “the history is important; 
people can’t come together with-
out understanding it.”

“GGC has turned out to be one 
of the best things that’s happened 
to me.”  Adekunle said. He counts 
the members and the people that 
support the club as the most im-
portant part. “We wouldn’t have 
an organization without them.”

Being a member of the audience 
meant experiencing the varied, 
vast, and deep soul of Africa. 
From the traditional dance to 
the fashion show; the spoken 
word performances interspersed 

between the acts of a play chron-
icling the college success of a 
transplanted African student; to 
be in the audience meant being 
transported to a place firmly 
inside of America but with the 
feeling of another continent. 

The passion of everyone in-
volved with African Voice is 
undeniable. It is a family inside 
of the GGC family that shines as 
an example of what is possible 
when students become involved. 
Already vibrant, Adekunle wants 
to make it even brighter. 

“Anything worth doing should 
be done to perfection,” he said. 

As to his vision, he said, “God 
has started something good for 
me, I’m going to let him finish 
what he has started.”

What are your goals for the 
organization? 

“My goal is centered around 
the four core values I unveiled 
at the event in April: Academic 
Excellence, Exemplary Leader-
ship, Cultural Unity and Com-
munity Service. In the coming 
months and years we are going 
to develop programs that will 
focus on effective implementa-
tion of each of these core values 
for the members, all students at 
GGC and the larger community. 
AV is not for African students 
alone, it is open to all and we 
want to involve all students in 
our programs and in the leader-
ship of the organization. 

My experience thus far has 
been amazing and I look for-
ward to expanding this organi-
zation. Our motto is “Let’s Be 
Great” and that is what I plan 
to work with the students to 
achieve! ”

Photo Credit Javaughn Waller

RSOs (Registered Student Or-
ganizations) have a huge impact 
and enhance the campus life ex-
perience here at Georgia Gwinnett 
College. On Thursday, April 23, 
GGC recognized RSO’s at ROAR 
Awards (Registered Organization 
Awards and Recognition) for all 
their hard work and contributions 
throughout the year. 

Some of the categories included: RSO 
of the Year, Outstanding Executive Board 
of the Year, Officer of the Year and more. 

The night started with Stephano Ros-
sillo as host and a performance by Griz-
zly Percussion—an RSO here at GGC. 
Chase Goodwin, President of the Student 
Government Association, gave a speech 
recognizing the hard work of RSO’s and 
thanked them for all the contribution this 
academic year. 

The first award of the night was Ex-
cellent Collaborative Program, given to 
Psi Chi and the Psychology Club for the 
program “Mental Health Awareness.” 

Education is an integral component of 
RSOs at GGC. Each year, ROAR Awards 
honors the RSO with the Most Educa-
tional Program. The Pharmacy Club 
won this award for organizing a variety 
of programs, including Pharmacy School 
admission test workshops, and teaching 
middle school and high school girls about 
compounding pharmacy.  

Each RSO executive board at GGC is 
responsible for a huge amount of work 
and tasks of programming for GGC 
students. This year, the Organization of 
Latin American Students and Golden 
Key Honor Society tied and won the 
award of Outstanding Executive Board 

of the Year. 
As GGC continues to 

grow, so do the RSOs. 
The award of Outstand-
ing New Registered 
Organization at GGC 
was given to The Globe 
for being the first stu-
dent-led newspaper at 
GGC.  The Globe pro-
vides Grizzlies with the 
opportunity to express 
their skills and abilities 
through the print media.  

The last award of the 
night came when Dr. 
Lumpkin, Director of 
Student Involvement, 
took the stage to an-
nounce the Registered 

Student Organization of the Year. Only 
a select few RSOs were considered for 
this prestigious award. Psi Chi won the 
award for RSO of the Year, representing 
excellence in almost every facet of being 
an RSO at GGC.  

Even though not every organization 
received an award, every RSO and ev-
ery member nominated for this year’s 
ROAR Awards are all winners for their 
hard work this academic year. RSOs 
provide student leaders the opportunity 
to demonstrate their uniqueness and take 
leadership roles at Georgia Gwinnett 
College. 

Winners
R.O.A.R. Award recipients 

2014-2015

• RSO of the Year: Psi Chi
• New RSO: The Globe
• Excellent Collaborative Program: 

Psi Chi and the Psychology Club 
for the program “Mental Health 
Awareness” 

• Outstanding Community Service 
Program: GGC’s the Lions Club 

• Outstanding Educational Pro-
gram: The Pharmacy Club

• Unsung Hero’s Award: Anna Da-
vison from Golden Key 

• Officer of the Year: Genie Yang, 
Vice President of Women in 
Technology 

• Outstanding Executive Board: 
Organization of Latin American 
Students & Golden Key Honor 
Society 

• Advisor of the Year:  Deborah 
Reato from COVERT

• Grizzly Spirit Award: Jennie 
Moon from GGC Purchasing 

• Integrated Educational Award: Dr. 
Marni Brown, Assistant Professor 
of Sociology 

R.O.A.R 
Awards

Photo Credit Josh Beaton 
Students gather at the R.O.A.R. banquet
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Since 2012, Dr. Kelly McCaffrey, an En-
glish Professor at GGC, has attempted to 
add a course in Modern Grammar to the 
curriculum for English Majors. Initially, it 
seemed that course would be taught in Fall 
of this year.

However, earlier in the year, the course 
did not show up in Banner, leaving En-
glish students lacking a frequently re-
quested course.

A course in grammar is the “number one 
requested course across all concentrations 
within the English major,” said McCaf-
frey. 

Dr. Michael Fournier, an English pro-
fessor and former program coordinator 
for English also confirmed McCaffrey’s 
claim.

“When it was offered as a special topic, 
it filled up in 24 hours,” said Fournier.

It was so requested that several students 
wrote in letters to administrators for the 
school, including Marilyn Jackson, a se-
nior English major.

Jackson is a non-traditional student, who 
is now on the verge of completing her de-
gree in English. She owns a Raw Food 
business and takes courses that will benefit 
her business career. Jackson creates flyers, 
blogs, and info booklets for her business.

“Because writing is such a part of my 
business, a grammar course would be of 
benefit to me,” Jackson said.

Her desire to have a course in grammar 
led Jackson to email Dr. Jo Galle, Asso-
ciate Provost for Academic Affairs about 
the proposed course. She did not receive 
a response.

Dr. Susan Bussey, English professor and 
primary advisor to teacher certification 
students, claims that the course is also re-

quested by her advisees.
“I’ve had a lot of interaction with [teacher 

certification] students, and they frequently 
spoke to me, feeling they needed more ad-
vanced grammar,” Bussey said. 

Bussey provided support for McCaf-
frey’s proposed course. She saw “a course 
that would be integrated into the teach-
ers’ regular rotation of classes. So I in-
terviewed the students, and knew their 
experiences. That’s what I brought to the 
creation of the course,” Bussey said. 

With future educators taking the GACE 
test, the professors involved with the pro-
posal felt that having a grammar course 
would help teacher certification students 
by giving them a foundation in advanced 
grammar.

According to Bussey, grammar portions 
of the GACE test have been difficult for 
GGC students.

“Our students have been passing it for 
the last couple years,” said Bussey, “But 
early on, there were some that had to re-
take the grammar section, and they defi-
nitely said that was the most challenging 
section for them.”

With major changes coming to how stu-
dents will earn a teacher certification de-
gree at GGC, Bussey has been forced to 
wait to make needed changes to the cur-
riculum.

“I plan to integrate the course into the 
teacher certification required courses, and 
I can’t do that until it exists,” said Bussey. 

The course has even received approval 
from faculty outside of the English de-
partment. Dr. Mai Yin Tsoi, a chemistry 
professor, feels that a course would be an 
ideal refresher for any student regardless 
of their major.

Dr. Tsoi also made it clear that a firm 
grasp on grammar allows students to con-
vey their thoughts as clearly as possible, 

therefore breaking down any negative pre-
conceptions attached to poor grammar.

“I would say, over half of a professor’s 
judgment of someone’s writing is based 
on perception. Even though the core ideas 
might be very strong, if it’s not conveyed 
well, a professor is going to have a nega-
tive outlook on it,” Tsoi said. 

There is the possibility that the reason 
the grammar course is seemingly stuck 
could be a matter of a stigma.

Dr. Bussey admitted that she first ques-
tioned the value of a grammar course in a 
college setting. After learning more about 
the course, she then went on to champion 
it.

“I think if you don’t look at the content 
and see how rigorous it is, and how be-
yond common knowledge it is, that you 
can misunderstand [the course]. That 
is something that has to be overcome,” 
Bussey said. 

Dr. Tsoi also felt that a grammar course 
has a certain stigma of being something 
that everyone has a grasp on because, 
“they have a high school diploma.” She 
suggested that the course reflect the fact 
that students need to be able to effectively 
communicate in the digital age, feeling 
that with that angle, administration would 
look more favorably on the course.

Dr. Adolfo Santos, Dean of the School of 
Liberal Arts, gave a rundown of the proce-
dure that proposed courses go through on 
their journey to Banner. 

According to Dr. Santos, courses go 
through the faculty, curriculum commit-
tees, and to the desk of the Dean and to 
the Provost. 

The course was approved at the disci-
pline level for English Curriculum, the 
school level by the SLA Curriculum Com-
mittee, and the college level by the Col-
lege Curriculum Committee before going 

to the Provost.
Dr. Santos also stated that questions 

about the grammar course were being 
exchanged between the Provost and the 
faculty, and that the course was still under 
review, along with other courses. 

“This time of year we have a ton of 
courses that are needing to be approved,” 
Dr. Santos said, “They all end up at the 
Provost’s office, and she needs to review 
these as well. She’s doing her due dili-
gence as well, making sure that she’s in-
vestigating the needs and all that sort of 
thing. She’s got a lot to deal with, one of 
which is this course.”   

Whether the grammar course is being 
held up as a matter of its angle or title, or 
if it is slowly on its way to being approved, 
students and faculty have both been wait-
ing diligently for its arrival. 

Modern Grammar Course On Hold

Josh Beaton

Technically, I’m a freshman study-
ing Biology, but next semester proba-
bly Business or Leadership or maybe 
Marketing. I’m not sure if I’ll finish or 
not, because I’ve already found a lot 
of success in networking and starting 
businesses.

I graduated from Collins Hill but 
then went to Spain on a mission trip 
for two years. While I was there, my 
mind was really opened and I realized 
that life is a game and we all have our 
role to play. 

All around, I’m a creator and inno-
vator and I love life and I love meeting 
people and networking.

I also play the bagpipes, ukulele, and 
violin and I love to dance. I can even 
break dance!

Esmeralda Trevino

I’m an upcoming Junior majoring in Early 
Childhood Education. I love working with 
children, watching them grow and develop, 
and seeing the impact I can make.

Family is extremely important to me and 
is connected to my Mexican-American 
heritage. Although I may get caught up in 
school, work, and my extracurricular activi-
ties, I will always make time for my family.

Next semester I will be the Vice-President 
of OLAS and Executive Secretary of the 
SGA. I am also a member of Golden Key 
International Honours Society, the NSLS, 
and the GGC Honors Program. 

Coming to GGC was one of the best de-
cisions I have ever made. I love this school 
and am excited to see what else it has in 
store for me.

Hamish Dallaway

I am a rugby player and I play for 
the GGC rugby club. I’m a fresh-
man because I took a year off to 
travel after high school. I have 
been to Saudi Arabia, England, Ire-
land, Scotland and Wales. I’m even 
wearing sandals from Saudi Arabia; 
I’m never going to get rid of these 
things.

This summer I’m going to China, 
Japan, Italy, England, and Ireland. 
I’m not from America, so traveling 
to Europe isn’t really the same as it 
is for Americans. 

People in America save up their 
money to do things like buy a fancy 
car. I prefer to save my money to 
travel and see new things.

General Grizzly
I’ve loved my experience at GGC! 

I’m very glad to finally be out of hi-
bernation again so I can poke some fun 
at people and get to know all the new 
students. I’m also pretty excited for all 
the hugs and pictures, you know? It’s 
the little things. I think my favorite part 
of being General Grizzly is turning up 
with students at events. 

When I started my job as General 
of the school, I was a bit concerned I 
wouldn’t fit in, seeing as I am a bear 
and all, but students have been very 
accepting and loving. I love that about 
GGC. There are students that come 
from various backgrounds and it feels 
like a big family to me.

The textbook from Special Topics:  
Modern English Grammar, fall 2014

By Alex Coffman
Staff Reporter

Photo Credit Alexa Elliott

Humans of GGC: Campus Profiles
By Laura Walsh and Andrea Rivera-Rocha
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Freddie Gray, 25,  was arrested by the Baltimore Police 
Department on April 12, 2015. 

While in police custody, Gray suffered a spinal injury 
and fell into a coma. He was taken to a trauma center 
where he passed away April 19. 

Following Gray’s death, protests began and intensified 
over the next few days, evolving into rioting and violence. 

A state of emergency was declared in Maryland on the 
night of April 27, the day of  Gray’s funeral, which led to 
the National Guard being called in and a curfew ensuing. 

The riots have quieted, the National Guard has with-
drawn, and the curfew has been lifted, but Americans now 
view Baltimore with heavy hearts as the nation seems to 
split among racial lines. 

GGC students, faculty, and alumni are following the pro-
tests and the Black Lives Matter movement with interest. 

Quinn Mayes, president of the Black Student Union, 
loves the Black Lives Matter Movement. He believes 
that the protests demonstrate unity among African Amer-
icans and other races as well. In spite of Mayes’ sup-
port, he doesn’t fully agree with everything happening in  
Baltimore.

“Justice doesn’t always require violence,” Mayes said. 
He expressed concern at current social reactions, stating 

that it would be better to fight peacefully with words over 
actions.

“Who will be our Martin Luther King? We need progres-
sion, not digression, therefore producing the Black Lives 
Matter Movement,” Mayes said.

Stephen Christian, a GGC alumnus and University of 
Utah Doctoral Candidate, disagrees. Violent reactions, 

Christian said, are a reaction against a legal system that has 
“incarcerated countless black men and continually fails to 
defend [black men] them when they are victims of police 
violence.” 

Black rights is, above all, “a movement of emancipation 
from legal, economic, political, and cultural structures that 
benefit white people as a class at black people’s expense. 
When nonviolence does not help meet these ends, then acts 
of violence should be permitted,” Christian said.

Dr. Maria Lumpkin, Director of Student Involvement at 
GGC, took an academic outlook at the situation in Balti-
more and the Black Lives Matter movement.

She believes academic communities such as GGC should 
look at the lessons of Baltimore, Ferguson, and Florida “as 
a framework for critical thinking, human understanding 
and activism,” she said. 

“Addressing the why question helps students to think 
about change, alternatives or forms of activism that might 
have a revolutionary impact.”

“It is imperative for America to look, with great intensity 
at the flaws of our justice system and our system of polic-
ing,” Lumpkin said. 

She pointed to the mass incarceration of people of color, 
the criminalization of black men, and police brutality as a 
few subjects that need a systemic overhaul. 

The story, if told from the beginning, “will inherently 
reveal systems of oppression that have deep tentacles em-

bedded in race, class and gender,” Lumpkin said.
While Lumpkin does not condone violence in any 

form, she shares a statement she read that, “a riot is the 
language of the unheard.” 

“In Baltimore and all over this country, black lives and 
black bodies have not mattered,” she said. “When you 
marginalize people, anger often manifests itself in coun-
terproductive ways.” 

Erin Lucier, Resident Assistant and SGA Chief of Staff, 
emphasized that the Black Lives Matter movement is 
more than a reaction to recent traumatic events seen in 
mainstream media coverage. 

“It’s a calling to people of all over to join together to 
re-imagine and re-shape a world where all walks of life 
are celebrated for their differences instead of being per-
secuted for them,” Lucier said.

While Black Lives Matter has a central focus on re-
storing positive reinforcement for the black community, 
it also seeks to “unify other marginalized groups in their 
community such as LGBT subgroups,” Lucier said.

She feels that there is a great deal to be learned from 
the movement, because  “it shows that students and 
young adults have the power to change the state of the 
world we live in with everyday tools like social media. 
GGC students can use this as a lesson in advocacy and 
how to take steps to enact change in our community,” 
Lucier said. 

GGC students are reacting negatively to the 
USG’s Tobacco-Free Policy, enacted on Octo-
ber 1, 2014. The policy forbids the use of all 
tobacco products, including tobacco simulation 
products such as e-cigs, on all 31 colleges that 
make up the University System of Georgia.  

“It’s like they took down the whole tree and 
not the branch. No opportunity to negate one; 
it’s all or none,” said Fahd Quadri, a GGC se-
nior and e-cig user. 

The policy defines tobacco products as “cig-
arettes, cigars, pipes, all forms of smokeless 
tobacco, clove cigarettes and any other smok-
ing devices that use tobacco such as hookahs or 
simulate the use of tobacco such as electronic 
cigarettes.” 

“It is more than just an inconvenience to have 
to leave campus to use my tobacco alternative,” 
Jordan Brooks, sophomore, said. 

Since e-cigs are not regulated by the Federal 
Drug Administration, the potential health risks 
are unknown because the ingredients in the 
e-liquid are not disclosed. The American Lung 
Association’s statement on e-cigs verifies that 
this lack of knowledge causes uncertainty. 

Until then, “there is no way for the public 
health and medical community or consumers to 
know what chemicals are contained in e-ciga-
rettes or what the short- and long-term health 
implications might be,” according to the ALA’s 
statement. 

USG colleges were awarded mini-grants by 
the University System of Georgia based on 
institution-submitted proposals that outlined 
their efforts to aid in tobacco “interventions and 
cessation support” for all students, faculty, and 

staff, according USG’s “Wellness” page. 
GGC is one of the mini-grant recipients. The 

funds are used for tobacco cessation initiatives 
like classes, prizes, incentives, and communi-
cations.

Marco Arenas, senior, is angered by the fact 
that he has to “walk to an uncomfortable dis-
tance to my car to use my nicotine alternative,” 
Arenas said. 

When the grant money awarded to GGC 
was discussed with Arenas, his stance did not 
change. 

“We as smokers have been warned time and 
time again growing up [about] the detrimen-

tal effects of smoking, yet we still make that 
choice. Invest the money accordingly else-
where,” he said.  

“Telling students to give up an addiction with-
out being ready doesn’t [factor in] how well stu-
dents [can] focus if they give up cold turkey, 
especially with being stressed,” Victoria Vener, 
senior and e-cig user, said. 

“A way to stop smoking comes up and it’s 
taken away,” said Steven Mulbah, a junior. 

“There should be a difference between 
[e-cigs] and the negative stigma that comes 
from cigarettes,” said Frazier Simmons, GGC 
senior and e-cig user. 

Selina Reyes, sophomore, is indifferent to the 
policy. 

“The smoke never bothered me; people are 
going to do what they want anyway. It’s a habit 
they already have,” she said. 

The rules of the ban have been marginally en-
forced following its enactment at GGC. 

The sanctions for each USG college is subject 
to their respective presidents according to the 
policy and GGC’s “Smoke Free Page.” 

President Stas Preczewski declined to com-
ment for this story. 

“It is my understanding that the sanctions are 
enforced at a local level,” said Thomas Wade, 
Former President and CEO of the Georgia 
Public Policy Foundation and a member of the 
Board of Regents. 

Terry Schneider, GGC Public Safety Director, 
said that campus police have several options to 
reprimand violators and it is their choice which 
sanction is delivered.  

“One verbal warning for E-cig usage on cam-
pus has been issued since the policy went into 
effect,” said Schneider. 

GGC sanctions rank in ascending order of 
severity from verbal warning, written warning, 
student integrity referral, and a monetary fine. 
According to Tammy Esco from Lawrenceville 
Municipal Court, GGC imposes a fine of $100 
on students violating the ban. 

Chase Goodwin, President of the GGC Stu-
dent Government Association, has a differing 
opinion on e-cigs being banned. 

“I believe the BOR has included e-cigs to 
show they have a zero-tolerance policy against 
the habit of smoking. It is my hope that the pol-
icy can be revisited to allow the outdoor use of 
e-cigs,” Goodwin said.  

The majority of interviewed GGC students 
feel the ban pertaining to e-cigs should be lifted.

Photo courtesy of The Vaping Shack

E-cigarettes are now banned on campus as part of USG’s Tobacco-Free Policy.

Photo Credit: Jabin Botsford of the Washington Post

People locking arms in attempt to keep the peace during the protests

E-Cig Campus Ban: Student Reactions
By Alex Le
Student Submission

By Tyler Vining 
News Editor

Good Morning, Baltimore: A Story in Black America

Dr. Maria Lumpkin,  
Director of Student Involvement, GGC

“The media’s focus on the rioting 
in Baltimore is a deflection and a 
distraction to the core of the Black 
Lives Matter movement. Bricks, 
mortar and broken windows can all 
be replaced but; the life of Freddie 
Gray cannot.”
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We are thrilled by the response to our 
last edition in April and we appreci-
ate your continued support. As a new 
publication, we are still working to 
improve and we hope that you will all 
partner with us along this journey.

We started The Globe based on the 
ideas and passions of a small group of 
people and a few supportive staff mem-
bers like Dr. Josephine Dawuni and Dr. 
Laura Lea Bourland. Since becoming 
an established student organization, 
our membership has more than dou-
bled,and we now have the support of 
Dr. Dan Vollaro and Dr. David Sepul-
veda.

Having the support of these trained 
journalists was instrumental in the im-
provements between our first and sec-
ond editions. We hope that this third 
edition will be the greatest yet and 
we appreciate all the hard work of our 
students and their willingness to learn 
and grow. This is part of the unique ex-
perience here at GGC, there is always 
a way to develop relationships with 
professors and realize your potential 
through extracurricular and leadership 
opportunities.

As a student publication, we still have 
a lot to learn about writing hard-hitting 
news pieces and journalistic style, but 
we will continue to learn and improve. 
The biggest thing we need from you is 
your feedback. What do you want from 
your student newspaper? What are your 
favorite parts of the newspaper or what 
did you not like?

The Globe is not just a voice for our 
staff, but should represent the students 
as a whole. We want to hear what your 
concerns are and what you want to 
know more about. We have a Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram, Gmail, and 
Blogger where we are always happy 
to take comments, questions, and your 
own submissions. We will even publish 
letters to the editor if you have a con-
cern that you’d like my staff and I to 
address. Just send them to our Gmail 
address!

www.facebook.com/theglobeatggc
https://twitter.com/theglobe_ggc
https://instagram.com/theglobe_ggc

Want to join our staff? Find us at 
https://getinvolved.ggc.edu/organiza-
tion/TheGlobe

Want to send us your own article, 
poem, song, or review? Email us at 
TheGlobeGGC@gmail.com

Zabihah. It’s a familiar term to a growing 
number of GGC students who are always in 
search of it. Zabihah is meat which is slaugh-
tered according to Islamic teachings. This 
means it is halal, or permissible, for Muslims 
to eat. It is akin to Kosher food in the sense that 
Kosher also follows guidelines set forth by the 
Jewish teachings.

 Halal food is a hot topic in the Muslim 
world. If you ask five different scholars, they 
will all give you five different answers. There 
is a lot of different interpretations that come 
along with this topic, but the main things Zabi-
hah meat consists of is that it’s hand-slaugh-
tered, it’s blessed with God’s name, and that 
when the blood flows, it all drains out.

  There isn’t just one aspect, however. It’s re-
quired that the animal be raised with care and 
comfort. There are more details like making 
sure the animal doesn’t see the knife so that 
it doesn’t get scared, and keeping it sharp be-
cause a dull knife will give it unnecessary pro-
longed suffering.

“Halal meat means the animal has been 
blessed upon and has been treated humanely. 
To me, if the animal has been treated badly, it’s 
not halal,” said Maryam Riaz, junior, President 
of GGC’s Muslim Student Association. “We 
get our meat from a place called Abu Adnan.”

Many students on campus follow Zabihah 
standards; however, there are no halal options 
on campus, so these students find different 
ways to work around that. The first choice 
for many young Muslim students is to find 
vegetarian options. This doesn’t always work 
out, however, because the vegetarian options 
are limited. The second option is to find halal 
restaurants nearby, but these are also few.

“At college I usually eat the veggie patty or 
tuna; there isn’t much choice there. There’s a 
restaurant near college called Olive Mediter-
ranean Grill. Everything is halal there except 
the gyros,” said Riaz. “It’s clean, the food is 
good. It’s not exceptional, but it’s nice to have 
when you’re really hungry. It’s only about two 
minutes from campus.”

 Some students just skip meals at college 
altogether or find a schedule that can work 
around the time they eat so they can go home.

“When I used to live on campus, some-
times I barely ate,” said Salwa Kaleem, junior. 
“There’s not many options, especially if you 
aren’t able to drive. I wish there were more 
fresh options, not just a salad bar. More sea-
food and vegetarian options would benefit a lot 
of people.”

“I plan my classes around lunchtime, so I can 
eat at home because there isn’t another way for 
me otherwise,” said Tayeba Mohammed, ju-
nior.

The market for Halal food has been growing. 
Within a single decade, there has been a huge 
surge in restaurants and places that offer halal 
meat. Even larger companies like Costco and 
Restaurant Depot now carry Halal meat.

“I just wish there were more halal food 
restaurants near campus,” said Riaz. “There’s 
a lot of Muslims around here, and it would help 
businesses.”

Halal doesn’t just mean how the meat was 
slaughtered, it also encompasses everything 
else from the animal’s life from how it was 

raised to what medicine it was given, and if it 
was given growth hormones or not.

 It encompasses things like serving the an-
imals well and even making sure to buy the 
meat from money earned through halal means, 
for example not from cheating someone else 
out of their money or from gambling. It will 
have to encompass all of the different dimen-
sions of making it permissible, which includes 
many other parts of one’s lifestyle.

 “When I was a child, we lived on a farm in 
India,” said Maroof Shah, Principal of Dawah 
Academy. “When it was time for sacrifice, we 
would serve the animals, bring them food and 
water. Our father made sure to get them com-
fortable and give them their favorite foods.”

“We would feed all the animals something 
green first and then give them their favorite 
foods,” he said. “There was a goat we had who 
loved carrots. Carrots were expensive at the 
time actually, but still we would make sure to 
get them, and the favorite foods of the other an-
imals. Our father would get angry at those who 

didn’t take care of their animals and mistreated 
them. We were very aware of the laws.”

Taking care of the animals starts when the 
animal is born. It’s also intended to be a re-
minder that the animals’ killing is not for vanity 
but for sustenance.

 The bigger the industry becomes, Halal be-
comes more questionable. The concern rises 
from the use of chemicals and growth hor-
mones and keeping the animals caged. There is 
also a concern that the harmful effects of these 
are brought over to pre-packaged foods that are 
otherwise animal-product free but have one or 
two ingredients that are from animal by-prod-
ucts, including pork, which is not eaten at all 
by Muslims.

“Gelatin (an animal by-product usually from 
pork) is in so many foods, you’re constantly 
searching food labels for any pork products,” 
Riaz said.

“Pork is disguised in many ways, you really 
have to look for it,” said Shah.

The students that try to follow Halal stan-
dards do so to keep with their traditions and 
to have a better sense of exactly what they are 
eating.

“It’s more comforting eating halal food and 
very worth it,” said Riaz. “First of all the an-
imal is treated properly. There isn’t a whole 
bunch of synthetic chemicals given to it, and it 
isn’t slaughtered at a dirty place. It’s very san-
itary. That is of course if it’s really halal, and 
not just a label.”

Anyone can try out Halal as an alternative to 
the major meat industry. There are resources 
that make it easier to find halal places nearby. 
One of the best websites for this is called Zabi-
hah.com, which also has an app for mobile 
phones.

This website makes it really easy to just pop 
your zip code in and find a halal place to eat, 
whether you’re at home or travelling anywhere 
in the country. It has reviews of the restaurants 
by people who visited them as well, and pro-
vides information on their Halal status.

 There aren’t only Muslims eating Halal, and 
resources like this as well as a growing demand 
from a growing population is making it much 
easier compared to 20 years ago and even 10 
years ago.Due to this growing population of 
halal eaters, GGC should be more considerate 
of all students’ dietary needs in the future.

 

SIDE ITEMS
TZATZIKI & PITA ..........................................$3.50
FETA CHEESE..............................................$3.50
BASMATI RICE.............................................$3.00
FETA & OLIVES............................................$3.50
OLIVES .........................................................$3.00
ASSORTED PICKLES..................................$2.50
FALAFEL ......................................................$0.80
PITA...............................................................$0.80

DESSERTS
Baklawa ...................................................$1.90
Sweet phyllo pastry made from pasticcio or walnuts.

Bass Bossa ..............................................$3.00
Sweet cake made from coconuts and semolina and 
soaked in simple honey syrup.

Rice Pudding............................................$3.00
Milk, rice, and sugar make a wonderful sweet and 
creamy dessert topped with cinnamon flavor.

Mohalabia.................................................$3.00
Milk pudding topped off with pasticcio nuts. 

Greek Yogurt Cheesecake .......................... $3.00

BEVERAGES
SOFT DRINKS ..............................................$1.89
TURKISH/ARABIC COFFEE........................$3.00
HOT HERBAL TEA.......................................$3.00
FRESHLY BREWED ICED TEA ...................$1.89

Welcome
 
To Olive Med Grill where we invite you to our Mediter-
ranean based restaurant serving fresh food in a 
relaxed, informal environment for a reasonable price. 

Our restaurant is open daily with a menu that is 
designed to suit any of your occasions. The choice is 
yours whether to take out an order or to settle in for a 
fine evening with the ones you love. 

We are committed to providing you with genuine 
food using the finest ingredients possible to support 
a healthy lifestyle in a delicious way!
 

CATERING
OUR CATERING SERVICE IS CUSTOMIZABLE 

ACCORDING TO YOUR NEEDS.
SERVES APPROXIMATELY 12-15 PEOPLE.

HOMEMADE KIBBEH .................................. $30.00
HUMMUS ...................................................... $35.00
GREEK SALAD ............................................ $35.00
BABA GANOUJ............................................ $35.00
GRAPE LEAVES........................................... $42.00
TABOULEH................................................... $35.00
HOMEMADE SPINACH PIE ......................... $30.00
SAMBOSA .................................................... $30.00
SPANAKOPITA............................................. $42.00
FALAFEL ...................................................... $35.00
GYRO............................................................ $70.00
SHISH KABOBS........................................... $70.00
KUFTA KABOBS .......................................... $70.00
SHISH TAWOOK........................................... $70.00
SHAWARMA ................................................ $70.00
GRILLED VEGETABLES.............................. $55.00
GRILLED JUMBO SHRIMP.......................... $90.00
GRILLED SALMON ...................................... $110.00
GRILLED GROUPER.................................... $110.00
DEEP FRIED COD........................................ $75.00 
LAMB SHANKS............................................ $110.00
BASAMATI RICE WITH ALMONDS & RAISINS ........ $35.00
GREEK POTATOES ..................................... $30.00
WHOLE STUFFED LAMB ............................ $425.00
WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS.
(48 HOURS NOTICE  & SERVES 30 PEOPLE)
BAKLAWA .................................................... $30.00
RICE PUDDING ............................................ $30.00
GREEK YOGURT CHEESECAKE ............... $40.00
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DINE IN  •  DELIVERY  •  TAKEOUT
CATERING

LOCATED IN LAWRENCEVILLE, GA

755 LAWRENCEVILLE SUWANEE RD
SUITE 1710

LAWRENCEVILLE, GA 30043
770-513-9555
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Olive Mediterranean Grill offers Halal food options close to GGC’s campus
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Halal Options Are Scarce at GGC
By Roshni Khan
Student Submission

Laura Walsh
Editor-in-Chief

Letter From the Editor, What do Students Want?

Tyler Vining

“The Globe is here to 
keep you abreast of 

the news, whether 
delightful or grizzly.”

News, 6 May 15, 2015



GGC hosts a variety of college 
students from all over the United 
States, as well as international stu-
dents. One such student is Flurim 
Aliu, from Kosovo. 

Flurim is majoring in Political 
Science with a concentration in 
International Relations. 

“Lilburn and my city in Kosovo 
are sister cities, 
and while at En-
glish summer 
camps, orga-
nized by Amer-
ican Volunteers 
from Lilburn, I 
heard out about 
GGC, and began 
the application 
process,” Flurim 
said, explaining why he chose 
GGC. 

“GGC was the first school I heard 
about, and I took my chances. So 
far the experience has been amaz-
ing,” he said. “I am learning lead-
ership skills, and I enjoy showing 
other students that diversity is a 
strength, not a weakness, and we 
can learn from each other.”

Flurim came to the United States 

in August 2013, and the applica-
tion process was very difficult. 

I know the application process 
that Flurim talked about, because 
I am an immigrant who came to 
the United States as a student. I 
came to U.S. in search of a better 
life and education opportunities. 

The moment I came to the 
United States, I knew I wanted to 
stay, and so I got my permanent 
residence card, and settled. 

Coming to the 
United States 
from a different 
part of the world 
and leaving all the 
loved ones behind 
is not easy. The 
U.S. and GGC 
give wonderful 
opportunities and 
hope for a prosper-

ous future. 
“I love being in the United 

States, and at GGC, but I need to 
go back to my country,” Flurim 
said. “Kosovo is such a young 
country, and it needs good lead-
ership. I love my country, and I 
want to go back and apply there 
the leadership skills GGC taught 
me.”

Cuba’s troubled past may be something 
out of history books for most people, but 
for one GGC student, it’s an integral part 
of his family’s history.

A student at GGC, 
who requested to re-
main anonymous, 
spoke of his Cu-
ban-born mother’s 
experiences in the pre-
carious situation of the 
people of Cuba and the 
struggle of supporting 
a dictator like Batista 
and ushering in the rev-
olution with Castro.  

Before the policy of 
isolationism from Fidel 
Castro and the commu-
nist regime, the United 
States was intimately 
entwined with Fulgencio Batista.  Ba-
tista, the president of Cuba that Castro’s 
revolution deposed, was supported by the 
United States. 

The student’s mother lived in both Ba-
tista-ruled Cuba and Castro-ruled Cuba 
and explained the stark difference be-
tween the regimes. On one hand, Batis-
ta-ruled Cuba provided a relative amount 
of freedom. For example, you could own 
a business and spend money on goods 
and services.  Castro and his revolution-
aries promised freedom and democracy, 
but the exact opposite happened. As the 
Castro regime evolved and the alignment 
with the Soviet Union strengthened, the 
regime would adopt the communist party. 

When Castro took over Cuba, freedom 
disappeared completely.  The government 
nationalized foreign owned businesses, 
confiscated land and houses, giving them 
away to members of the new communist 
regime.  

“It took my mother and her family three 
years to successfully leave Cuba,” the stu-
dent said. 

When her family finally managed to se-
cure passage from Cuba, the government 
stripped them of all their possessions 
and allowed them to leave with just the 
clothes on their backs.  

The regime in Cuba would evolve into 
the only communist regime in the West-
ern Hemisphere and continues to operate 
in the same manner as to when it took 
power in 1959.  

The current state of the relationship be-
tween the U.S. and Cuba is still a major 
work in progress.  If the relationship be-

tween them thaws, the embargo is lifted 
and trade opened, money would be able  
to flow into Cuba. In a speech delivered in 
December 2014, President Obama touted 
economic prosperity as the pinnacle of the 
new policy towards Cuba. 

The GGC student, 
however, has a dif-
ferent take on it.

“The diplomatic 
talks are good for 
business, but it does 
nothing for the peo-
ple of Cuba. The 
people will still be 
oppressed,” he said. 
“Without a regime 
change, I doubt any-
thing positive for the 
Cuban people will 
happen with the new 
relationship between 
the United States and 
Cuba.”  

The diplomatic talks with Cuba are on-
going and their effects on the Cuban peo-
ple have yet to be seen. 

Although the Cuban people may not 
fully benefit from the new relationship, 
the continued relaxation of the isolation 
against Cuba has the potential to start a 
new era in Latin American diplomacy.  
With the U.S. legacy marred with sup-
port for oppressive dictators and military 
juntas, the image of the U.S could get a 
major facelift.  

When asked about the possibility of 
stronger ties forming in Latin America 
with the United States, Monica Sandoval, 
the newly elected president of the Organi-
zation of Latin American Students, drew a 
parallel that Latin Americans view Cuba 
in a similar manner as U.S. citizens view 
Puerto Rico. That is to say, the two coun-
tries are intermittently linked, but func-
tion independently of one another. 

“The point of what I am saying is that 
it would be great to hope this could 
strengthen the U.S. ties with Latin Amer-
ica but if Latin America’s own ties with 
Cuba are still in in the process of improv-
ing it may just be a small stepping stone 
towards a very big goal that will take 
many more years to achieve,”  Sandoval 
said. 

The talks are just a small step to another 
era in U.S-Latin American diplomacy. 
If the diplomatic reunion of the United 
States and Cuba continues, a possible 
shift in U.S image may take place. Only 
the results of the Cuban-U.S diplomatic 
talks can shed light on the future of rela-
tionships in Latin America.

Photo by Rodica Kajanovic 
Flurim Aliu, Political Science major at GGC, shares his experience of 

coming to the U.S. from Kosovo to pursue his education.

Special photo by Brian Henry

Country road, Cuba

By Rodica Kajanovic
Staff Reporter

By Caitlin Sinclair
Managing Editor

International 
Students at GGC

Flurim Aliu

 I enjoy showing other 
students that diversity 

is a strength, not a 
weakness, and we can 
learn from each other.

Outdated Diplomacy: United 
States, Cuba and the Future
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We flirt, we adore
Seems we’ve got the power to ignore
Cut the cord, and separate 
 
Why do we love, why do we hate
Lock away and attempt to escape
Is there a reason for all these emotions
(Tell me the reason...)
 
What makes us tick
What makes us shake 
What makes all these emotions take 
place
Are they real, are they fake
Every bone I can feel ache
What is the reason
Is there a reason
Tell me the reason...
 
Is it over...
Can I breathe?!
 
They say it’s never too late
Never too late to say what you feel
Is this pain or solace, as my skin starts 
to peel
Tell me if it’s real
 
Lock my emotions on up, seal them shut
Turning from light in to dusk
This emptiness is real
Tell me what I feel
 

I feel love, I feel hate
I feel these pills slowly sedate
A need to dissociate
So easy to cut the cord and separate
 
Medicate cut the cord
Lack of emotion we adore
Tell me what it’s for
So separate, peel the skin
Fuel the furnace within
Reconnect power to the cord
We choose to ignore
 
Is it over...
Can I breathe?!
 
They say it’s never too late
Never too late to say what you feel
Is this pain or solace, as my skin starts 
to peel
Tell me if it’s real
Tell me what I feel
 
I feel love, I feel hate
I feel these pills slowly sedate
A need to dissociate
It’s so easy
Why’s it so easy
Way too easy
To cut the cord and separate
 
Medicate cut the cord
Lack of emotion we adore
Tell me what it’s for
So separate, peel the skin
Fuel the furnace within
Reconnect power to the cord
We choose to ignore
Tell me,
Tell me what it’s for

ATLANTA—Only one room is lit within the 
large building at 499 Peachtree Street NE, a 
quarter past noon. Faux red bricks and painted 
quarry rocks textured the oblong room’s walls. 
In the center, seats are arranged in a circle. A 
tall, blond woman tells all present to join the 
circle, “share [their] feelings,” then tag the right 
neighbor to continue the activity. This is the 
customary “check in,” initiating each rehearsal 
directed by Laura Cole at the one and only 
American Shakespeare Tavern.

Cross the red carpet, open the door, follow a 
few winding hallways, now take a left. There 
lies the Tavern’s stage where the American 
Shakespeare Company will perform the The 
Merchant of Venice. The stage will hold caskets 
whose riddles promise a potentially blissful 
matrimony. Women wearing doublets and 
jerkins will outwit men in court hearings; racial 
tensions will climax.

The narrative will unfold below a high 
ceiling— “the heavens.” Since the playhouse 
opened in 1996, it has undergone over $2 million 
in renovations to resemble The Globe Theatre 
in London. 

There will be two weeks for rehearsals and 
a “tech week” to manage sounds, lighting, and 
costumes.  

 The American Shakespeare Company (ASC) 
initiated three-week preparations for The 
Merchant of Venice (MOV) on April 7. Cole, 
ASC Educational Director and Language Coach 
has a fluid, yet structured directing style.  In 
“work throughs,”  scene-by-scene and language 
issues precede “block rehearsals” where exits, 
entrances, etc. are configured, chunked by Acts.  
Music and fight scenes are also implemented in 
work throughs, but only after separate rehearsals. 
Time is estimated in “stumble throughs,” and 
fast paced “run throughs” finish the process.

Only a handful of the cast members are present 
on April 7. Besides Cole and Assistant Director 
Mary Russell, there is Doug Graham, Sam Ross, 
and Ralph Del Rosario whose respective roles 
are Gratiano, Antonio, and Bassanio.

Doug Kaye has worked with ASC since 
‘84 when the troupe performed at Marlow’s 
Tavern—now The Masquerade venue. 

He arrives with a working knowledge of 
Shakespeare’s language and his role. Kaye was 
nominated for the 2006 Suzi Bass Award for 
his second performance of Shylock, the Jewish 
money lender he will characterize this season.

Kaye’s suggestion that “eanling” and “eaning” 
be edited to “new lambs” and “birthing” received 
a green light from Cole. The change, Kaye says, 
enables the audience “to know what the hell” 
he is talking about and maintains the idiom’s 
meaning and rhythm.

In most Shakespearean plays, commoners 
speak in prose, nobility in rhyme. However, 
language equalizes The Merchant of Venice’s 
characters.  Blank verse is the prose pulsating 
each character’s speech.  It beats: de dum de 
dum de dum de dum de dum, like the rhythm of 
a heart, the pound of flesh that Shylock seeks 
as retribution from his Christian tormentor, 
Antonio.

Time and attitude determine edits and cuts, 
Cole said.  She will scratch one scene, and might 
change words that are meant to be funny, but are 
too obscure for modern audiences to appreciate.

MOV is “complicated,” said Cole. Some 
scholars categorize the play as comedy, but few 
modern audiences find humor in racial slurs like 
“The Jew,” “The Dog,” addressed to Shylock. 
Because of this dark thread, MOV might be 
called a tragicomedy. Shylock’s narrative bears 
elements similar to Othello, a Venetian tragedy.

Renaissance expert and GGC professor 
Dr. Jennifer Wunder groups MOV with 
Shakespeare’s “problem plays.” Such plays 
showcase societal issues and psychological 
drama. Western Renaissance societies disdained 
Jews. The year Columbus discovered America 
was also the year of the Spanish Expulsion, 
which exiled 200,000 Jews from the Iberian 
Peninsula. 

Former ASC apprentice, Amanda Lindsey, 
will play Shylock’s daughter, Jessica. 

“Especially now, I think that people will be 
able to relate to the play,” Lindsey said, speaking 
of the prejudice displayed in the play. 

ASC Art Manager Amee Vyas will play 
Portia. To portray a character who advises a Jew 
to deny his faith, Vyas must “let go of [her] own 
judgements about the negative aspects of the 
characters in the play and allow [herself] to exist 
within that world fully and without constraint,” 
she said. 

“People of every society can be racist. 
Consider the conflicts currently at play around 
the world, racial judgments and tensions exist 
today in all its messy wrongness just as much 
as it must have in Shakespeare’s day too,” Vyas 
said. 

Today, the cast focuses on staging. Actors 
often defer to in-text staging, but must maintain 
a flow. 

“We work off each other’s energies,” Lindsey 
said. 

In Act III, scene II, Rosario’s character faces 
an ultimatum. Bassanio must choose from gold, 
silver, and lead caskets, but only one holds 
Portia’s portrait and the promise of her hand 
in marriage. 

A musical number composed by Bo Gaiason 
softens the serious moment.  Alto Kirsten 
Calvert harmonizes with Graham who gropes 
the air, belting “Tell me where is fancy bred, 
Or in the heart or in the head?” 

The cast manages to laugh throughout the 
practice. In the court scene, when Shylock 
demands his pound of flesh, violence threatens 
to erupt. Kaye jokes with chopping hand 
motions, “I’ll do Jiu-jitsu,” he said.  

Comedic flourishes like this contrast 
moments when racial tensions surface. The 
actors create their own comedic relief through 
antics they themselves incorporate and practice 
in run throughs.

Shakespeare was able to incorporate 
audiences in play mechanics. His performances 
were open to anyone could spare a penny to sit 
in the playhouse pit, the ground floor. These 
‘groundlings’ were commonly intoxicated with 
ale served by the playhouse. Such audiences 
would not hold back any dissatisfaction and 
might throw turnips or other vegetables onstage.

ASC ensembles don’t face a crowd ready to 
splatter rotten vegetables; even so, they attempt 
to offer audiences an authentic experience. 
Like the Globe in London, and the American 
Shakespeare Center in Oregon, the Tavern 
prides itself on Original Practice. These 
associations incorporate methods that the Bard 
himself used.

“Through the Tavern’s Direct Address style, 
you speak the text directly to the audience 
when appropriate. You make eye contact with 
audience members and they become another 
scene partner for the actor,” part time ASC 
associate and English professor at Georgia 
Gwinnett College, Jaclyn Hofmann said. 

Shakespeare’s s plays are a reminder of 
humanity’s past and a comparison for the 
future. The key to overcoming social issues 
like prejudice is camaraderie—equal to that 
displayed in the room whose light burned on 
April 7.

The Merchant of Venice runs May 1–24. 

Global Issues Showcased at the Shakespeare Tavern
By Julie Thompson
Staff Reporter

Special photo courtesy of The New American Shakespeare Tavern

Doug Kaye and Amee Vyas in The Merchant of Venice

Dissociate©

By Kevin Williams
Staff Contributor
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The Nincompoop  
The man with no mind,
the man of his kind.
He listens with his ear,
but he still can’t understand.
It enters though one ear
then exits through the other.

He wakes each morning
with no plan in his mind.
He wakes to the sun
but his thoughts follow moon.
He watches the blue sky,
but his gazes see no hue.

He does just what he wants 
‘cause he wants what he wants.
The need to be friendly,
is the need to be needy.
The need for compassion,
is not his kind of fashion.

He cares not what they say,
‘cause their thoughts are not his 
aim.
He wallows in his thoughts 
with no care of their claims.
They leer him with shame
but their leers are his game.

They tell him not to do it,
but he does it without heed.
They tell him not to touch,
they shout it and they plea,
but he gives them no heed
‘cause he cares not of their needs.

He knows when something’s right,
and he knows when something’s 
wrong,
but he wants to do only
just what makes him happy.
He acts upon his impulse,
and seldom does he worry.

With no conscience for guidance, 
and no love for reliance,
he acts on his impulse,
to shade his poor ego.
To them he’s a fool; just a 
nincompoop,
but to him, he’s a simple man,
and that’s something they’ll never 
understand. 

The 
Nincompoop
By Kofi Yankey
Student Submission
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What Color 
is Your 

LightSaber?

Red

Red is for the Sith, but it 
stands for someone who is 
fearless, organized, extremely 
knowledgeable of the Force 
and lusts for power. 

Bronze/
Orange

Bronze/Orange represents 
the fallen Jedi and openly uti-
lizes both sides of the Force. 
They have no allegiance, are 
rebellious, fearless, and ex-
perimental in war tactics and 
negotiations.

Of course, there are exceptions to every 
rule. There is the sacred Darksaber, which 
is a black lightsaber that belonged to the 
people of Mandalore, but there is only one 
of its kind. The purple lightsaber on the 
other hand does have a specific meaning.  
Jedi who would wield that color would be 
prideful, and it stands on the edge of Jedi 
and Sith, but would never go Sith.

If you are anything like me, 
you are eagerly counting down 
the days till December 18, 
2015 when Star Wars Episode 
VII: The Force Awakens will 
hit the big screens. Still seven 
long months away, Star Wars 
fans in the meantime will have 
monthly issues of Marvel’s Star 
Wars, Star Wars: Darth Vader, 
Star Wars: Princess Leia, and 
Star Wars: Kanan- The Last 
Padawan. These comics alter-
nate coming out every week and 
will help Star Wars fan make it 
through the next seven months 
until the glorious release of Ep-
isode VII.

With Star Wars being the me-
ga-blockbuster that it is, there 
are bound to be rumors, leaks, 
and content spoilers all over the 
internet, but it takes a true Star 
Wars fan to know how to dis-
sect the latest and greatest Force 
Awakens movie trailer.  The sec-
ond movie trailer is two heart 

stopping minutes of what every 
Star Wars fan has been waiting 
for for over 15 years. 

There may be spoilers below:
• The trailer opens with a 

speeder racing across a desert 
planet. Many people assume that 
this planet is the original planet 
Tatooine (where Luke Sky-
walker grew up) but really this 
planet is actually called Jakku, 
which is very similar to Tatooine 
due to its location in the Outer 
Rim Territories in the Star Wars 
Universe.

• During the first and second 
Star Wars trailer, the audience 
will notice many fallen and 
destroyed Star Destroyers that 
have crashed on Jakku, which 
leads the viewer to believe that 
over the past 35-40 years (that is 
the time gap between Return of 
the Jedi and Force Awakens) the 
Empire has not ceased in giv-
ing up power after the Battle of 
Endor during Episode VI.

• There has been a lot of spec-
ulation about the voice over 
from Luke Skywalker. He is 
quoted saying, “The Force is 

strong in my family. My father 
has it.  I have it.  My sister has it.  
You have that power too.” Two 
things can be taken away from 
this quote. The first is that the 
word ‘has’ is used when speak-
ing about Darth Vader. He is 
referred to in the present tense, 
so does that mean Anakin Sky-
walker is still alive? The second 
is a bit more plausible. Fans 
were very let down when Dis-
ney and Marvel denounced all 
ties with the Expanded Universe 
(EU) and said that the only story 
lines that exist are episodes I-VI, 
Star Wars Clone Wars, and Star 
Wars Rebels. One of the story 
lines that was dropped in EU 
was the story of Han Solo and 
Princess Leia’s children. This is 
referring back to Luke’s quote 
in the movie trailer “you have 
that power too,” is he referring 
to one of Leia’s children?

• The antagonist, Kylo Ren, is 
finally shown in full force and 
it is believed that he is the “new 
Darth Vader.” Many fans have 
been skeptical about his cross-
bladed lightsaber by saying that 

another lightsaber could slice 
off the smaller blades when re-
ally that is improbable. Ren’s 
lightsaber could be made out of 
a rare metal called Phrik, which 
is resistant to all lightsaber 
blades.  

• The Rebel Alliance is now 
called the Resistance, and in the 
movie trailer, shiny new storm-
troopers are at large.  The First 
Order (which is scattered rem-
nants of the Empire) are being 
led by Kylo Ren and his first of-
ficer Captain Phasma, who is a 
chrome storm trooper.  Captain 
Phasma makes her first appear-
ance in the second trailer carry-
ing a blaster rifle.

• Finally, at the end of the 
trailer, Han Solo says to Chew-
bacca, “Chewie, we’re home!” 
Could he be talking about pi-
loting the Millennium Falcon 
again? Or something completely 
different?

Either way, these are just a 
few rumors Star Wars fans can 
drive themselves crazy worry-
ing about for the next several 
months. 

Star Wars: A False Hope
By Rachel Patti
Communications Editor

Netflix has added Daredevil, the 
latest piece in Marvel’s explosive 
cinematic (and televised) universe, 
to its growing list of original series. 

Daredevil, based off the comic 
series of the same name, is the 
story of Matt Murdock, a blind 
attorney. At night, however, Mur-
dock is a masked vigilante fight-
ing against the organized crime 
that threatens the streets of Hell’s 
Kitchen. 

With his sight taken away, and 
with a little bit of every superhero’s 
favorite radioactivity thrown into 
the mix, Murdock’s other senses 
have been heightened to a point of 
extreme power. Armed with these 
senses and boxing skills inherited 
after years of training, Murdock 
soon finds himself dubbed as the 
Devil of Hell’s Kitchen. He strug-
gles with this nickname, taking 
solace in confession as he tries to 
discover the right path to take. 

Despite the blind community 
rallying around the promise of a 
show where they would find them-
selves so heroically represented, 
they found themselves shut out of 
something that was supposed to 

be all inclusive upon its premiere. 
Within a day after Daredevil’s 
April 10 premiere, fans around the 
world were petitioning for Netflix 
to add audio descriptions to its 
break-through show. 

For years, the blind community 
and its supporters have been rally-
ing for streaming sites such as Net-
flix, Hulu, and Amazon Prime to 
add these descriptions—designed 
almost like an audiobook to de-
scribe the movements and expres-
sions of characters on screen—to 
their original series, but without 
avail. With so many people long-
ing to find themselves replicated 
in Matt Murdoch’s fantastical life, 
the lack of accessibility and the 
knowledge that the protagonist 
himself would not be able to enjoy 
his own show seemed a hard pill 
to swallow.

And then, something amazing 
happened: Netflix responded to the 
world’s wants, releasing an audio 
description track to Daredevil just 
four days after the show’s original 
release. 

Netflix also announced the up-
coming descriptive expansion to 
other Netflix original titles, along 
with planned deals with distribu-
tors of streaming shows to ensure 

that the future would hold more 
internet accessibility resources for 
the blind. 

The FCC currently mandates 
that the top 25 television network 
markets provide at least 50 hours 
of audio description television per 
quarter, with a planned expansion 
to 60 networks beginning in July. 

Since Netflix and other stream-
ing sites are internet based, they 
are free from the FCC require-
ments. This fact, along with the 
hefty price to pay per episode, has 
long meant that disability services 
have been pushed aside. 

With a show like Daredevil, 
where blindness is shown in such 
a heroic light, this unfortunate fact 
has meant disappointment once 
again. But now, with a sweeping 
response that has internet society 
buzzing, the internet accessible 
world seems to be changing, one 
show about death-defying dare-
devils at a time. 

The comments on Netflix’s 
posts are emotional; people are 
commenting with their own sto-
ries, their words of thanks, and 
their hope in finding a hero in 
Matt Murdock, able to relate to his 
struggles as a child losing his sight. 
 Daredevil has opened doors 

worldwide—not only in its well 
written script, with a basic realism 
tied in with everyone’s favorite 
superhero syndrome–but with its 
birth in showing a hero for the 
ones who are so frequently pushed 
aside. 

It’s no wonder that Matt Mur-
dock, attorney at law and Devil of 
Hell’s Kitchen, has captured the 
wonder of the world in such a short 
time. The world is changing, and 
hope has been brought around with 
a masked hero for an ever-expand-
ing world to enjoy. 

Netflix Promo Poster

By Morgan Woody
Student Submission

A Blind Date with Netflix

There are hundreds of creative quizzes 
online (and some are quite accurate) and 
they can tell you what lightsaber best fits 
you, but truly, there are only five lightsa-
ber colors in the Star Wars Universe (red, 
bronze/orange, green, yellow, and blue). 
Purple was only added in the prequels be-
cause Samuel L. Jackson said it was his 
favorite color and he wanted to stand out 
on the battlefield. 

Yellow

Yellow represents the Jedi 
Sentinels, which means they 
are tech-savvy. They balance 
war strategies and tactics, 
are extremely smart, and are 
known for specialized skills.

Green
Green represents the Jedi 

Consulars, for they are more 
knowledgeable, very studious, 
and analytical. They mediate 
for useful data and are always 
looking at the bigger picture. 
They avoid conflict, look for 
peaceful solutions, and work 
well with others. 

Blue
Blue represents the Jedi 

Guardians because they are ac-
tion-oriented and warriors. They 
believe in a strong offense, fo-
cused on perfecting tactics, 
quick to locate vulnerabilities, 
very consistent, will do anything 
to protect another, and always 
eager to battle the dark side.

By Rachel Patti

If there is one thing that can be said about 
Netflix, besides its excellent selection of 90’s 
Sci-Fi television shows, is that it is chock-full of 
programs and films about the Nazis and World 
War II. 

Purchasing the rights to decent, well-known 
war movies costs a pretty penny, and to com-
pensate for the lack of provocative war dramas, 
Netflix has to cut corners by scouring cinemas 
for less-than-stellar indie endeavors.

One of the latest in a long line of independent 
war films to be distributed by Netflix is Allies. 
Directed by Dominic Burns, a director of British 
indie films, Allies tells the story of a ragtag group 
of British commandos romping through France 
towards the end of World War II. The drama un-
folds when an American officer takes command 

of the commandos and leads them behind enemy 
lines on a mission to retrieve intelligence from 
Nazi hands.

While the film had a potential to be engaging, 
due to the antagonisms between the American 
officer and his British squad, they are never re-
ally developed in a meaningful way. On top of 
that, any undercurrents of espionage are squan-
dered by lackluster action scenes. 

The wasted potential isn’t the largest prob-
lem with Allies. The cinematography relies too 
much on the shaky-cam effect known as Cinéma 
Vérité. It seems as if Burns felt that if he shook 
the camera enough while following his lead ac-
tors, they would look more like Tom Hanks and 
Matt Damon in that one war movie Spielberg 
made.  Unfortunately for the director, his jolty 
camera work just comes off as unnecessary.  

Battle scenes in the film are disjointed, con-
sisting mostly of soldiers firing rounds in the air, 

and other soldiers catching magic bullets 
with their torso in the next frame. As if it 
was made for Instagram, the film has been 
carelessly shoved through a filter, which 
mutes all the colors to a dull brown.  This 
blandness is disappointing since the film 
takes place in Provincial France. 

The film also relishes in every single war 
movie trope that has existed since the genre 
was born: Shots of maimed soldiers groping 
their horrific wounds, shots of battlefields in 
slow motion set to generic piano music, and ev-
eryone’s favorite, the officer holding tightly onto 
a soldier before he slips away into death.

Sound is another disappointing feature in the 
film. The film’s mediocre soundtrack nearly 
drowns out dialog at certain points, which is 
problematic when you are trying to sort through 
the casts’ cockney accents. The accents are so 
thick that one may wonder if the American 

character is an officer, or a translator for the 
audience. Even the guns used in the film sound 
weightless, as if the sound crew just downloaded 
copyright-free effects off the Internet and spliced 
it into the film at the last second.

If a World War II movie is what you seek, there 
are better choices to be consumed on Netflix. If 
you can spend three hours in front of the screen, 
give Das Boot a watch. Otherwise, say “nein” 
to Allies.

By Alex Coffman
Staff Reporter

New on Netflix: Allies
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Georgia Gwinnett’s softball 
team reached a new high this past 
weekend by winning their first 
conference championship. The 
Grizzlies roared off four consec-
utive victories to sweep through 
the Association of Independent 
Institutions Tournament, claim-
ing their bid to the NAIA National 
Tournament. Georgia Gwinnett 
improved their record to 36-14, 
winning 16 of their last 18 con-
tests. 

The Grizzlies took down Ken-
tucky Christian in the first game, 
3-2. Kayla Byrom pitched a gem, 
throwing 5.2 scoreless innings to 
cool off the hot Kentucky Chris-
tian bats. KCU scored two runs 
in the second inning to take an 
early lead over the Grizzlies, 
but Byrom entered the game in 
relief and shut the door against 
Kentucky Christian.  The Griz-
zly bats fueled off of Byrom’s 
success as they immediately tied 
the game 2-2 in the bottom half 
of the inning with a Mary Burke 
RBI single. The game would re-
main deadlocked for the next few 
innings before Georgia Gwinnett 
catcher Alycia Fields drove home 
the winning run with a two out 
single. Kayla Byrom finished the 
game off strong, sealing the 3-2 
victory and moving the Grizzlies 
to 1-0 in the tournament. 

 The Grizzlies next game 
matched them against nation-
ally ranked University of Hous-
ton-Victoria, a team who had 
beaten the Grizzlies in the confer-
ence tournament last year. Junior 
Georgia Gwinnett pitcher Ashley 
Beyke pitched brilliantly in the 
victory tossing a complete game 
performance. GGC’s bats started 
rolling early and often in game 
two, as Chelsi Palazzo and Haley 
Thompson each collected two hits 
with two RBI’s, knocking in four 
of the six Grizzly runs. Beyke, 
the conference pitcher of the year, 
continued her hot streak by strik-
ing out four batters and only al-
lowing two runs in the upset win. 
The Grizzlies controlled the game 
from start to finish as GGC won 
6-2 and moved to 2-0 in the tour-
nament. 

 Georgia Gwinnett met 
the other 2-0 team in the tourna-
ment for game 3, Ashford Uni-
versity. The two squared off in 
the winner’s bracket final to ad-
vance to the championship game. 
In what was the most eventful 
softball game of the season for 
the Grizzlies, GGC rallied from 
being down to their final out 
on multiple occasions to tie the 
game, and eventually win in extra 
innings 5-4 in the 10th. An Abby 
Hulsey walk off RBI double sent 

the Grizzlies to the championship 
game, capping off a two out, two 
run rally, to win 5-4. 

“This team has worked so hard 
in the off season and during the 
season to accomplish the feeling 
of holding that trophy on our own 
field”. Byrom said after GGC’s 
conference championship victory. 
“The feeling of accomplishing the 
goal of winning the AII Champi-
onship was such an indescrib-
able experience”. The Grizzlies 
would win their fourth game in 
a row behind another excellent 
performance by Kayla Byrom, as 
she tossed a complete game shut-
out in the 5-0 win over Ashford 
University, their second win in 
as many days over Ashford. “We 
never gave up, and left everything 
on the field”, Palazzo said, after 
making her 50th start of the sea-
son and claiming her first cham-
pionship.  

 Now with a trip to the 
NAIA World Series on the line, 
the Grizzlies aren’t done yet. 
“Moving on to regionals, we need 
to put the championship behind us 
and just relax and play the game 
we’ve been playing for years”, 
Byrom explained the outlook of 
what’s to come. The Grizzlies will 
begin the national tournament on 
May 11th in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. 

Photo Credit Tom Grason
Grizzly Softball celebrates Georgia Gwinnett’s first woman’s conference championship in athletic history. Georgia 
Gwinnett finished the season with a 37-16 record and a first ever bid to the NAIA tournament.

Byrom Leads Championship 
Game for Grizzly Softball

By Cody Butler
Staff Reporter

Photo Credit Tom Grason

Kayla Byrom (Above and Below) finished her senior 
campaign with an incredible 14-3 record and team best 
2.39 ERA. Byrom compiled 33 wins in her two years as a 
Grizzly, piling up 19 W’s her junior year.

Sports, 10 May 15, 2015
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Georgia Gwinnett’s rally came up short 
in the Association of Independents Insti-
tutions Championship game, falling to 
California State-San Marcos, 11-5. The 
Grizzlies forced the if-necessary game 
with a 2-1 win over San Marcos in game 
five, but ran out of juice in the cham-
pionship.  Georgia Gwinnett, the 4th 
ranked team in the nation, is now 47-12 
on the season and will host an NAIA 
Opening Round regional May 12 – May 
16 at the Grizzly Athletic Complex in 
Lawrenceville, Georgia. 

After a 2-0 start for the Grizzlies in 
tournament play, Georgia Gwinnett was 
punched in the mouth in the third game, 
giving up 19 hits in a 16-5 loss to Cali-
fornia State-San Marcos.  The Grizzlies 
had to win their next three games in a 
row, including two against San Marcos 
to repeat as conference champions. 

Georgia Gwinnett took care of Univer-
sity of Houston-Victoria easily in their 
fourth game, winning 5-1.  Junior pitcher 
Joseph Boatright was stellar, tossing 5.2 
innings and striking out six batters. Griz-
zly leadoff man Arsenio Watlington was 
a spark plug at the top, collecting two 
hits and coming around to score. The 
third starter position has been up for 
grabs all season, and with the late push 
in postseason play, Boatright has solidi-
fied his spot in the rotation heading to-
wards the national tournament.  

Entering the last day of the tourna-
ment, the Grizzlies squared off against 

San Marcos for game five. The Grizzly 
bullpen was outstanding, throwing five 
scoreless innings while giving up only 
two hits. Georgia Gwinnett took the 2-1 
lead in the 6th inning on a Ty Abbott RBI 
single. Grizzly relievers Davis Adkins 
and Christian Turnipseed closed the door 
the rest of the way, capping the game off. 

California State-San Marcos jumped 
all over Georgia Gwinnett in the decid-
ing championship game, scoring five 
runs in the first inning on six consecutive 
hits. Grizzly starter Austin Smith was 
removed from the game before collect-
ing an out, being charged with all five 
runs. After a scoreless bottom half of 
the 1st, San Marcos tagged the Grizzlies 
for four more runs in the second, putting 
the game out of reach at 9-0.  Georgia 
Gwinnett was able to add three runs in 
the third, but that was as close as they 
would get, falling 11-5. 

This marked the first time in Georgia 
Gwinnett baseball history the Grizzlies 
lost two out of three against an opponent 
at home. 

The Grizzlies received an at large 
berth to the NAIA National Tourna-
ment; beginning May 12 at 6pm. Geor-
gia Gwinnett welcomes St Thomas (FL), 
St Catharine (KY), Westmont (CA), and 
Spring Arbor (MI) to Lawrenceville for 
the NAIA Opening Round. The winner 
of the five team tournament will advance 
to the NAIA World Series in Lewiston, 
Idaho, taking place May 22–29. 

Photo Credit Tom Grason

 Joseph Boatright, Junior, proves his worth by tossing 5.2 innings and striking out 6 
batters. By shuting out the competition, Boatright may be setting himself up for a spot 
in the starting rotation. Boatright  is 3-0 with a 3.00 ERA as of May 11, 2015.

Grizzly Baseball Fights 
for the NAIA 

National Championship
By Cody Butler
Staff Reporter

Sports, 11 May 15, 2015

MOBILE, Ala. — Vale-
ria Podda took home the 
ITA National Player to 
Watch Award on Monday 
evening as the team con-
tinued its preparations to 
defend its 2014 crown at 
the NAIA National Cham-
pionships this week at 
Mobile Tennis Center.

“Valeria’s been an out-
standing player for us, 
and this is huge for her,” 
GGC Head Coach Chase 
Hodges said. “She’s been 
a pleasure to coach, and 
I’ve enjoyed watching her 
progress. She had a phe-
nomenal freshman year 
of us last year, but she’s 
really topped that this sea-
son. She’s ready for this 
week, and I expect her to 
play well.”

Podda, ranked No. 3 
in singles and No. 2 in 
doubles in the latest ITA 
rankings, has been the 

main constant for the 
top-ranked Grizzlies. The 
sophomore owns an 11-1 
record at the No. 1 spot in 
the line-up this season, as 
GGC has taken on some of 
the best competition in the 
country. In doubles, she’s 
similarly excelled, going 
10-3 with partner Laura 
Wehner.

If GGC is to successfully 
defend its championship, 
Podda will likely serve as 
one of the keys as she’s 
accounted for 25% of the 
team’s singles victories 
this season, helping GGC 
to an 8-6 record.

“Valeria puts us in a po-
sition where we feel that 
we have a chance to win 
any match,” Hodges said. 
“She’s been our most 
valuable player this sea-
son, and she really proves 
it day-in and day-out. I al-
ways feel good about our 
chances at No. 1 singles 
and No. 1 doubles with her 
in the line-up.”

Wehner, who is also in 
the rankings, checks in 
at No. 48. The Northern 
Colorado transfer has five 
wins on the season, but it’s 
been the bottom half of the 
line-up that has decided 
matches for Hodges as the 

team has compiled a 26-10 
record on lines 4-6.

“The bottom half of our 
line-up has been big for us 
this season,” Hodges said. 
“We feel really good about 
our chances with them, 
and they’ve gotten it done 
for us this year. Our team 
fights for every point and 
gives it their best every 
match. I expect them to 
play great tennis, which 
is what they’ve done all 
year.”

Helga Pinones-Halten-
hoff stands out from the 
pack in the bottom half 
with a 9-2 record. Chi-
ara Di Salvo and Luma 
Schwab, both members 
of last season’s champi-
onship team, own 6-3 and 
8-5 marks, respectively.

GGC will begin its title 
defense on Wednesday 
at 1 p.m. against either 
No. 17 seed Westmont or 
16th-seeded Evangel.

PODDA EARNS NATIONAL AWARD 

PRIOR TO NAIA CHAMPIONSHIPS
May 14, 2015 - Valeria 
Podda and Laura Wehner 
bounced back from a 
narrow doubles loss on 
Wednesday to win 8-5 
over Adelaide Wood and 
Valentina Souki at No. 
1. Wood, who is ranked 
18th nationally in singles, 
would also fall victim to 
third-ranked Podda in 
6-2, 6-0 fashion at the top 
spot in the line-up.

Valeria Podda

* Article Courtesy of Grizzly Athletics 
at: http://www.grizzlyathletics.com/#



Sudoku

Fill in the blanks so that each row, each column, 
and each of the nine 3x3 grids contains each of 

the numbers 1 through 9 only once.

Crossword 
Puzzle

Wordsearch Into the Labyrinth
Start

Finish

Just for Fun, 12 May 15, 2015


