
Georgia Gwinnett College competed in 
multiple competitions at the annual As-
sociation of Information Technology Pro-
fessionals National Collegiate Conference 
in Omaha, Nebraska on March 28. 
GGC entered nine out of 16 available 
competitions. From these nine competi-
tions, GGC’s teams placed in four. This 
was no easy task, since GGC was facing 
competitors from a variety of universi-
ties, including Ivy League schools.  
Aida Syrkett placed first in database de-
sign. Syrkett and Matthew Berger placed 

first in both Java Developer and Mobile 
Application Development. Yury Park and 
Quan Tran placed second in the Code-a-
Thon competition. These competitions 
took a lot of preparation and dedication 
from all the students who participated. 
Student representatives from GGC at the 

AITP NCC 2015 include: Ryan Alexan-
der, Matt Berger, Christina Davis, Jon-
athan Mayran, Jordan (Thanh) Nguyen, 
Abner Ortiz, Yury Park, Aida Syrkett, 
Tyler Thornton, and Raquel Lawrence. 
Faculty representatives were Dr. Lissa 
Pollacia and Dr. Shuting Xu. 

In honor of GGC’s 10 year anniversary, Senator 
Don Balfour paid a visit to the college to dis-
cuss the history and process of GGC’s creation. 
While the school is celebrating its 10 year anni-
versary,  “the process started much sooner than 
2005,” Balfour explained. 
Senator Balfour served as Chairman of the in-
fluential Rules Committee in the legislature, 
which put him in the position of being an in-
fluential ally to the cause of creating a new in-
stitution.
“Gwinnett County was the largest county east 
of the Mississippi without a University, and the 
students were travelling to other counties to re-
ceive their education” Balfour explained, “that 
was what motivated the creation of a convenient 
alternative for Gwinnett residents.”
When asked about the amendments he found on 
the bill, Balfour laughed. “Right before I went 
to the floor to present the bill for the college I 
saw amendments and looked around wondering 
who messed with my bill!” 
Looking closer, the amendments were that the 
school should be named ”Balfour University” 
and that the mascot should be the Green Tree 
Frog. 
Senator Preston Smith ran a successful cam-

paign to bring awareness to the Green Tree Frog 
and elevate its status to that of Georgia’s states 
amphibian, which was successfully established 
in 2005. The amendments were just for fun and 
were quickly removed, but the Senator still lov-
ingly refers to GGC as “Balfour University.”
After the bill was approved, there was a push 
to find the right leadership. Drs. Kauffman and 

Preczewski were chosen for their forward think-
ing and quick word to establish GGC. 
Balfour explained that Dr. Kauffman’s push 
for accreditation was so efficient that it was  
completed in record time. 
Senator Balfour remains committed to the  
success of Georgia Gwinnett College, and is  
excited to see what GGC achieves next.
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GGC representatives posing with their rewards.

Sen. Balfour visits for GGC10

Students 
Architect a 
Higher Bar

By Laura Walsh

By Cassie Spell

In honor of Button Gwinnett day, Geor-
gia Gwinnett College welcomed 32 year 
veteran of the Georgia Legislature, Sena-
tor George Hooks. The Cisco Auditorium 
overflowed with eager students soaking in 
Hooks’ extensive knowledge of Georgia 
history and the role of Button Gwinnett. 
Senator Hooks described the controversial 
legacy of Button Gwinnett to those in at-
tendance. “We do not know his birth date 
or what he looks like and he had six finan-
cial failures” Hooks explained,  “He was 
elected to the governorship then lost, died 
from a duel he initiated, and his home was 
in McIntosh county named for his mor-

tal enemy, Lachlan McIntosh.” With the 
destruction of his tombstone, Gwinnett’s 
burial location remains unknown and mul-
tiple attempts to find it have been unsuc-
cessful.
Button Gwinnett failed in everything he 
did, but succeeded in creating an astound-
ing legacy by his bravery when he became 
the 2nd signatory of “his own death war-
rant,” also known as the Declaration of In-
dependence. 
“I was really ignorant about Mr. Gwinnett’s 
history, the fact that he failed so many times 
made for a pretty interesting story” Louis 
Edwards explained. “I was also impressed 
with the way [Senator Hooks] answered 

questions from the audience, the informa-
tion about the state flag was actually amaz-
ing to me.” 
In a county named for Button Gwinnett 
with roads, schools and other organiza-
tions named in his honor, Hooks has filled 
a great void in the history and pride of 
“Gwinnettians.”

Senator Hooks Brings 
“Gwinnettian” History to GGC
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Many students on campus are delighted 
to see the freezing temperatures of winter 
replaced by sunshine and flowers blooming, 
but for some, Spring presents its own set 
of problems.  Blooming flowers also bring 
headaches, runny noses, and itchy eyes for 
allergy sufferers.  
Many people wonder exactly what causes 
allergies.  Allergic reactions occur when 
the body overreacts to a harmless substance 
called an allergen.  All those dreadful 
symptoms come from the immune system’s 
response to the allergen.  The immune sys-
tem sees the allergen as an invasion, and 
makes antibodies to combat it. Antibody 
production can cause inflammation of the 
skin, sinuses, airways, and digestive system.  
Severity of allergic reactions can vary from 
person to person. While one person may 
have only minor irritation, another may 
suffer more extreme reactions that can lead 
to anaphylaxis —a possibly life-threatening 
situation.  People with asthma are more 
likely to suffer from certain types of aller-
gies and experience more severe reactions. 
Often, people don’t even know they suffer 
from seasonal allergies.  Some common 
symptoms of seasonal allergies are: sneez-
ing, runny nose and eyes, itchy eyes, itchy 
roof of the mouth and conjunctivitis—wa-
tery, red, swollen eyes.  
Although most seasonal allergies cannot be 
cured, reactions can be prevented and symp-
toms can be treated.  Nasal irrigation—rins-
ing out the sinuses with a salt and water 
mixture—soothes the discomfort of nasal 
congestion. For nasal irrigation, people 

often use neti pots or special squeeze bottles 
to flush blockages from the nasal pathway. It 
is important to always use distilled, sterile, 
or filtered water in a clean irrigation system 
to minimize the risk of bacterial infection. 
To reduce eye and mouth irritation, allergy 
shots have proven to be the best fix; how-
ever, consuming small amounts of “raw,” 
unprocessed honey can reduce symptoms.  
Raw honey has small amounts of pollen, 
which will limit some reactions to flowers, 
trees, and bee stings.  Doctors advise against 

giving any form of honey to babies under 
twelve months of age and those who suffer 
severe allergic reactions.  
There are many over-the-counter allergy 
medications for treating allergy symptoms. 
It is important to read the entire label, 
because some antihistamines can cause 
drowsiness. 
To minimize allergy systems, it’s useful to 
avoid reaction triggers like pollen, mold, 
ragweed, and biting insects like bees and 

wasps. During the spring and summer 
months, the pollen count is given daily by 
the local news. Pollen is highest during the 
afternoon and midday.  Windows in homes 
or cars should be closed when pollen levels 
are high. 
A doctor’s visit can help determine 
options for minor to severe allergies. 
By managing reactions and symptoms, 
seasonal allergies won’t stop you from 
smelling the roses.

Allergies Getting You Down?

Cherry Blossoms on GGC Campus, Photo Credit: Dejan Cavic

By: Sherry Bynum

ruthnoredesigns.etsy.com

Come join The Political Science Association 
 for an informational meeting! 

 April 23rd at 2:15pm  
Student center, 2nd floor lounge 
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“A rainy day was changed by the sweet 
smiles of Georgia Gwinnett College 
students,” said Diane Ray from PAGE 
(Professional Association of Georgia 
Educators) enthusiastically as she par-
ticipated in the career fair. 
On March 19, 2015, Georgia Gwinnett 
College hosted its first career fair on 
campus. Although it was a rainy morn-
ing, 61 companies attended and LVIS 

was occupied by students eager to 
find job opportunities and to network 
with potential employers. Some of the 
companies that attended were Wells 
Fargo, State Farm, the Marine Corps, 
and Gwinnett Medical Center. 
The career fair featured job and in-
ternship opportunities that are geared 
toward a variety of majors and expe-
rience levels. 
Wells Fargo was seeking to hire un-
dergraduate students at entry-level 

positions such as bank telling. Apply-
ing for this job opportunity involves 
completing an online assessment be-
fore advancing to an interview. An-
other company involved in the fair 
was SEDC (Southeastern Data Coop-
erative), a utility software company 
that offers several employment op-
portunities such as information ana-
lyst, software design specialist, sales/
marketing, networking specialist, and 
financial services specialist. 
Northwestern Mutual is looking for 
interns to work as financial represen-
tatives, developing networking skills 
while helping people achieve financial 
security. Interns help clients achieve 
financial security through life insur-
ance, disability insurance, education 
funding alternatives, and retirement. 
Other duties include consulting with 
clients and scheduling appointments. 
Also present were Fastrack Sales and 
the Peace Corps. You would receive 
several different training opportunities 
from Fastrack Sales School provides 
multiple training opportunities and 
weekly coaching and mentoring ses-
sions.  For students interested in work-
ing overseas, the Peace Corps offers a 
variety of volunteering opportunities. 
The feedback from the students was 
outstanding. Henly Thermidor, a Ju-
nior majoring in Exercise Science 

described the career fair as “exciting, 
enlightening, and inspiring.” Aaron 
Smith, a Senior majoring in Manage-
ment said he came to the career be-
cause, “It was a great way to meet new 
people and to find new opportunities.” 
Georgia Gwinnett College’s first ca-
reer fair was a successful turnout. The 
career fair offered students of all ma-
jors many prospects while they are in 
college and once they graduate. Geor-
gia Gwinnett College students were 
able to interact with many companies 
and make use of the opportunities that 
were presented to them. Whether a 
student decided to look for a career 
after graduating, an internship, or to 
network, the career fair was the event 
to be at.  

It was a cloudy day in Lawrenceville, 
but Georgia Gwinnett College shone 
brightly by welcoming the University 
System of Georgia’s Board of Regents. 
The Board of Regents’ started their cam-
pus visit in the LVIS room surrounded 
by faculty, staff, students, visitors, and 
the Presidents of the colleges and uni-
versities in Georgia. Students watched 
security officers patrol the halls of the 
student center, securing the building. 
The occasion began with SGA Pres-
ident, Chase Goodwin, giving an in-
vocation and reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance. GGC President Stas Prec-
zewski officially welcomed the Board 
of Regents to the applause of all present 
and a video ensued, showcasing the ac-
complishments and students of Georgia 
Gwinnett College. 
Immediately following the video, 
speakers came one by one to give voice 
to the spirit of GGC. The first speaker, 
Professor of Political Science and the 
2015 recipient of the University System 
of Georgia Regents’ Teaching Excel-
lence Award, Dr. Dovile Budryte, gave 
a remarkable speech  stating that “GGC 
has found a way to mitigate the gap be-
tween the rich and the poor.” 
Erika Dillingham, a Senior double-ma-
joring in Writing & Rhetoric and 
Comparative Politics, spoke about her 
humble beginnings transforming into a 
coveted internship at the Carter Center. 
Kris Peña started off as a shy student in 
high school who blossomed into an out-
going man thanks to the Organization 
of Latin American Students (OLAS), a 
Registered Student Organization here 
at GGC. He also participates in the 

Honors Program and holds a job in the 
Game Room in the student center. 
Candice Coulter went to seven elemen-
tary schools, three middle schools, and 
three high schools. “With so much in-
stability, it was no wonder that I began 
acting, slacking off in my schoolwork, 
and not going to class. I even consid-
ered dropping out,” Coulter said. After 
seeing her mother cry at her school, 
Coulter decided to make her mother 
smile by making A’s and graduating. “I 
was going to be the first member of my 
family to go to college and I was going 
to graduate,” she said. “Leaving here 
will be so bittersweet. I love this place. 
This is the longest I have stayed some-
where in my entire life,” said Coulter.
After telling the Board of Regents that 
GGC has the power to make endless 
possibilities, Coulter explained how 
GGC had changed her life. “To the 

baby who almost died of pneumonia in 
a homeless shelter; to the woman who 
is living in an abundant life and travel-
ling across nations; the ceiling has been 
lifted off my dreams. Because of Geor-
gia Gwinnett College, there is no limit 
to me. Thank you and God bless,” said 
Coulter. She left the crowd stunned, 
teary-eyed, and standing and cheering.
After the speakers, the Board of Re-
gents conducted their business meet-
ing. While many items were discussed, 
a point of particular interest was the 
raising of tuition. Georgia Gwinnett 
College’s tuition will be raised by 
8.3%, which means about $3 more per 
credit hour. Georgia Tech will also feel 
a pinch. Their tuition was raised by 9%. 
After their business has concluded, the 
Board of Regents got to sit down for 
a luncheon with students. Twelve stu-
dents from all backgrounds were cho-

sen by SGA President Goodwin to eat 
with the men and women that run the 
University System. Students minged 
with the President of UGA and student 
leaders provided campus perspectives 
on what students want and need. 
General Larry R. Ellis of the Board of 
Regents addressed student perspectives 
about the need for women’s services on 
campus, such as an accessible nursing/
pumping room, daycare options, and a 
safe space. He said that it has been done 
on other campuses, it has been done in 
the military, and it can be done here if 
students have the drive and push for it. 
After pictures, the Board of Regents 
separated from the students and ex-
plored the campus. Students and admin-
istration were proud of the affair and a 
successful representation for the cam-
pus. It was an extravagant affair and a 
success for the campus.

Photo Credit Georgia Gwinnett College (Facebook Photo)

Photo Credit: Ana Bedon

GGC students interact with business representatives to learn about exciting 
new opportunities and hand out resumes..

Board of Regents Visits GGC
By Tyler Vining

By Ana Bedon

Career Fair: Opportunities Await

Henly Thermidor
GGC Junior

“Exciting, 
enlightening, 

and 
inspiring.”
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The Ukrainian Crisis has captured 
worldwide attention, and Russia 
has been declared the worst of vil-
lains, capable of unthinkable acts 
against its Ukrainian brothers. Ev-
erything started when the President 
of Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovych, 
decided to abstain from signing 
the economic agreement with the 
European Union, and his decision 
has spiked grievances among the 
majority of the Ukrainian popula-
tion who want to join the western 
world and experience what true 
democracy is really like. Going 
further, Russia asserts that joining 
the European Union will be dis-
advantageous to Ukraine and the 

gains from the agreement will not 
compensate the losses the country 
will experience. Russia truly cares 
about Ukraine and wants it to flour-
ish, but the European Union will 
only stagnate its development. In a 
heartfelt statement, Putin expressed 
his worry in regard to the Ukrainian 
people who fell victim to the “reb-
els” who want nothing more than to 
ruin the country and its relationship 
with Russia. On various occasions, 
Putin made it clear that the ongo-
ing conflict in Ukraine has been 
masterly orchestrated by no other 
than the United States and its allies 
in the European Union. All Russia 
did, and continues to do, was pro-
tect the rights of the Russian speak-
ing population who do not want to 
lose the ties with the “mother coun-

try”. The various accusations that 
Russia infiltrates its soldiers into 
the Ukrainian territory in attempt to 
gain control of areas of interest are 
falsehoods that nobody should even 
consider. Russia firmly declares 
that Ukraine is free from Russian 
forces, instructors, and enablers. 
Ukraine has brought the situation 
upon itself and now is looking for 
someone to blame. It is unfair to 
throw the blame on someone who is 
only trying to help to protect inno-
cent people. The United States does 
it all the time in the name of human 
rights and democracy, so why can’t 
Russia do the same thing? Putin 
thinks that a compromise that will 
end the Ukrainian Crisis can be 
reached through fair negotiations. 
The West has to let the Ukrainian 

people decide their own fate with-
out any interference from the out-
side. The ties between Russia and 
Ukraine are undeniable and his-
tory can prove it. The conflict has 
to stop and the brotherhood has to 
be restored. Ukraine should never 
forget that Mother Russia will AL-
WAYS be here to protect it.

Model UN Panel Sparks Debate

Russia’s Perspective: We Are Not The Bad Guys 
By Rodica Kajanovic

Russian rebels have 
seized Donetsk, Lu-
gansk, and Debalt-
seve. The rebels have 
violated ceasefire 
agreements, and tried 
to seize the port city 
of Mariupol. Russia 
has ignored interna-
tional law and despite 
economic sanctions, 
continues to defy the 
international commu-
nity and disrespect the 
authority of the United 
Nations.

Germany’s position is 
based on diplomatic 
resolutions and honor-
ing the Minsk Protocol 
which established a 
ceasefire as of February 
2015. Russia must up-
hold their agreements 
per the Minsk Protocol 
and if their agreement 
is not upheld, the Euro-
pean Union will impose 
additional and more 
crippling economic 
sanctions. 

The Russian Federa-
tion’s position is that 
they had a responsibil-
ity to protect Russian 
speaking citizens and 
that the vote to rejoin 
Russia was legal and 
justified. Russia en-
courages the interna-
tional community to 
legally recognize the 
lawful annexation of 
Crimea as voted on by 
the citizens therein. 

Hungary’s position is 
based on the Budapest 
Memorandum. Acts 
of aggression toward 
Ukraine are viewed by 
the former Soviet States 
as a direct threat to their 
own sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity. NATO 
should admit Ukraine into 
the alliance and consider 
the situation an act of 
aggression by Russia, and 
should mobilize every 
necessary resource.

The United States 
urges Russia to cease 
hostilities and to end 
its attempt to create 
instability in Ukraine. 
If Russia fails to heed 
this warning, Euro-
pean allies must take 
immediate action. 
Ukraine held its end 
of the bargain (by 
signing the NPT), 
it’s time Russia 
holds up its end of 
the bargain. 

The United Kingdom 
recognizes the current 
situation in Ukraine 
as one that needs to be 
addressed by the inter-
national community. 
As stated in the Bu-
dapest memorandum, 
Russia and the West-
ern signatory made an 
argument to respect 
the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of 
Ukraine as an indepen-
dent state.

The crisis surrounding Russia’s an-
nexation of Crimea erupted when 
President Viktor Yanukovych 
backed out of signing an agree-
ment with the European Union. 
This quickly turned into a broiled 
embolden battle between pro-Rus-
sia and pro-European Union par-
ties. How did this happen? Western 
Ukrainians want to separate them-
selves from Russia, while Eastern 
Ukraine keeps its loyal ties with 
Russia. The disparity results from 
the cultural and political diversity 
of the region. The opposition sees 
the European agreement as a threat 
to its relationship with Russia. As 

the conflict progresses, Russia has 
made it very clear that things will 
turn very ugly if Ukraine proceeds 
with its plans to join the EU. In 
fact, Russia has done everything in 
its power to halt this progress. The 
ongoing conflict is a reflection of 
the chaos that ensues in the interna-
tional community. 
It is very clear that a consensus 
must be met between Russia and 

the Ukraine. Both countries cannot 
let the fighting continue. Families 
of the community have been dev-
astated and torn apart because of 
the fighting. At a time like this, it 
is very crucial for leaders of both 
nations to come together to settle 
its differences. Russia imposing 
its dominance on Ukraine with the 
threat of war deters other peaceful 
solutions from forming. Perhaps 
an agreement can be made on the 
grounds that both sides implement 
a ceasefire, and adhere to it. These 
features are found in the second 
Minsk agreement (Minsk II). It 
is a bilateral agreement between 
Ukraine and Russia. The agreement 
emphasizes that both sides cease 

from firing at each other. During 
this period, there is a significant 
reduction in the amount deaths and 
injuries. 
 The current issue goes beyond 
war because the aftermath of it is 
much more challenging. Relatively 
speaking, it is very difficult for a 
community to rebuild itself after 
experiencing the trauma of war. 
Women, men, and children have 
been caught in the crossfire and 
may no longer feel safe or recog-
nize what was once called home to 
them. As we are updated on the on-
going crisis, let’s not lose focus on 
those that feel like they do not have 
a voice. In the end both sides seek 
prosperity either way. 

Ukraine: A Nation Torn Between Loyalty and Freedom
By Taofiqat Amusa 
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You may have heard that the SGA 
elections took place recently, though if 
you blinked you may have missed the 
entire process. The result of the most 
recent election left Chase Goodwin as 
the President of the SGA. Other than 
the presidential race, only two students 
who ran for a position failed to win. 
Nearly every position was running un-
opposed. In fact, 6 Senatorial positions 
in the Student Government are unfilled 
because no one ran. 
The election season unofficially began 
March 2nd. This was the first day that 

students could submit applications for 
candidacy. Students who wished to run 
must plan to be enrolled 9 hours in the 
following Fall and Spring semester, 
have a minimum 2.5 GPA, and be in 
good standing with Office of Student 
Integrity. The deadline for applications 
was 5 P.M. on March 16th. After appli-
cations are submitted the standing and 
academic record of the student must be 
verified by the Office of Student In-
volvement. This can take a few days. 
The Office of Student Involvement had 
to approve any campaign materials that 
would be used by a candidate by March 
20th. Campaigning began at 8 A.M. 
March 21st and ended March 27th at 5 

P.M. Voting was open from March 25th 
to March 27th. Students are able to 
spend up to $1,000 on their campaign. 
This is not enough time to hold a proper 
election. As GGC grows, new issues are 
going to rise to the surface and students 
will have varying ideas of what the 
focus of the SGwwwA and the school 
should be. This year the candidates dis-
agreed on the importance of Greek Life 
at GGC as well as whether or not the 
President and Vice-President should 
receive a stipend from the school as 
they do now. If you were not one of the 
70-80 people who attended the single 
debate between the presidential candi-
dates you would not know the differ-

ence between the candidates unless you 
knew them personally.
The rules of the election are not writ-
ten in stone and can be changed from 
year to year. The rules are created and 
signed off on by the Office of Student 
Involvement and the Election Commis-
sion which is comprised of students ap-
pointed by the current President of the 
SGA. This year’s Election Commission 
consisted of 3 students who were not 
placed into their position until Febru-
ary. If the election of the SGA is going 
to become something more than a pop-
ularity contest, there must be time for 
the positions of candidates to be known 
to all students.

Have you ever wanted to slam a magical 
Norse hammer into the misogynist guy down 
the road? Is your local jock-cheerleader duo 
so culturally insensitive that you need to gain 
superpowers to accept yourself? Now’s your 
chance to live vicariously through your favor-
ite hero or heroine! Empowerment has never 
been so literal! Marvel Comics has started 
churning out more diverse characters, much 
to the chagrin of racists and misogynists 
across the nation. One story caused such a 
stir that some readers even threatened to stop 
reading. Thor, son of Odin, whom you may 
recognize from Norse mythology, has become 
unworthy of wielding his mystical hammer, 
Mjolnir. However, an anonymous woman was 
worthy to wield the hammer and not only did 
she lift Mjolnir, she lifted the spirits of female 
readers nationwide, becoming Thor, Goddess 
of Thunder. Not only are there more female 
characters, there’s more people of color, 
queer people, and people who are differently 
abled. Sam Wilson, an African American 
man, has taken on the role of Captain Amer-
ica in addition to his role as the Falcon. Clint 
Barton (Hawkeye) is deaf and uses sign lan-
guage when he doesn’t have his hearing aid, 
which they unfortunately leave out in Marvel 
movies. Ms. Marvel’s identity has been taken 
on by Kamala Khan, a young Muslim Paki-
stani-American. Black Widow is bisexual. 
Colossus is gay and an atheist. Diversity has 

never been stronger at Marvel and it leaves no 
apologies in its wake. 
Some avid comic book readers have openly 
embraced the diversity. I asked Morgan 
Woody, asophomore here at GGC and 
Vice-President of Pride Alliance, the LGBT 
organization on campus, what she thought 
about the increase in diversity and she re-
plied, “What Marvel’s change in the diversity 
of heroes means to me is the growing knowl-
edge of the diversity in their own readers, and 
the need for representation in today’s youth.” 
But why is representation important? She re-
sponds, “As a queer woman, I always felt shut 
out by comics for most of my life, but now 
with the surge of queer identifying characters 
and portrayals of women who show off their 
power, it feels almost like coming home.” 
Many take the increase of diversity as a re-
jection of white people and masculinity but 
that is far from the truth. I’ve never ignored 
comment sections as fiercely as I did and 
still do when reading reviews of the new 
Marvel comics. Marvel isn’t alone in this 
wave of diversity. Shows and movies such as 
“Fresh off the Boat”, “Empire”, and “Home” 
showcase people of color and strong women 
as main characters. These shows are also 
unfortunately backlash from many conser-
vative groups who can’t handle people of 
color playing main characters. “Fresh off the 
Boat” is accused by many to be racist against 
white people because the white characters 
portrayed in the show are ignorant of East-
ern cultures even though that is abundantly 

reminiscent of the time period the show is 
set in. Many believe Marvel is selling out to 
the liberal masses but we should call their 
backlash what it plainly is – intolerance, rac-
ism, misogyny, homophobia – you name it. 
However, I believe the increase of visibility, 
despite the backlash, shows us progress is 
being made. Regardless of your race, gen-
der, ability, religion, sexual orientation, etc., 
you have and always will be a role model – a 
hero – to someone. Women, people of color, 
Muslims, Atheists, and LGBTQ people have 
always been heroes and heroines. Marvel is 
only mirroring that reality now, as it rightly 
should. Someone is looking up to you, so stay 
super. This has been your T.V. at The Globe, 
here to keep you abreast of the news, whether 
delightful or grizzly.

Captain America (Above) Thor (Below)

Marvel at the Diversity *May Contain Spoilers*

Rapid-Fire Elections for SGA

By Tyler Vining

By John Arnold

 

While popularity reigned supreme in high 
school, the game is different now and your 
rank is determined by your involvement. 
The funny thing is that there’s no clear 
distinction. If you’re in, you constantly 
question it and if you’re out, you don’t see 
any alternative. Then for those who are just 
floating on the breeze, you wouldn’t know 
any better or any worse for that matter. 
While popularity and accomplishment may 
be the easiest measures of whether or not 
you’re in, the formula never remains con-
sistent. Exclusive events are commonplace 
at GGC and I’d love to tell you how to get 
on the short list, but I’m not sure that I’ve 
figured it out.
The Legislative Lunch was a great example 
of an exclusive event, which included many 
of our local senators and representatives as 
well as GGC’s President, Provost, Deans, 
Directors, and many other members of ad-
ministration. As a member of the Political 
Science Honors Society, I was sure I had 
simply missed some memo, but it turns out 
that the invited students were the members 
of the Honors Program. I initially thought 

of the Honors Program as a group of elitist 
snobs with special privileges and sway over 
the administration, especially considering 
my brief run-in with the leadership and a 
few select members.
Sophomore Micah Siebel is a recent addi-
tion to the Honors Program who was able 
to set me on the course of broadened hori-
zons. Like myself, Micah felt that he would 
not have known about the program without 
meeting a few specific people, but is very 
pleased with the goals and activities of the 
program. He explains that he chose to apply 
in order to meet new friends and surround 
himself with intellectuals. As for the appli-
cation process, Micah says “I was never 
worried about being accepted, but that’s just 
me. I’m a confident person but I know there 
have been others that were turned down.”
When asked about the benefits of the pro-
gram, Micah was able to talk in detail about 
the small class sizes, exclusive field trips, 
relaxed seminar-style classes, and the ser-
vice projects conducted throughout the 
year. He also discussed the Honors semi-
nar course, which is designed around the 4 
pillars of GGC and taught be the head of 
the program, Dr. Jen Wunder. Micah ex-
plained that “the program is so successful 

because of the quality of leadership and 
organization” and added with a smile that 
“Jen Wunder is wunderful, she works many 
wunders.” Micah defended the strict re-
quirements by explaining that students who 
are too far along in their degree or don’t 
have enough commitment to leadership 
wouldn’t be able to succeed in the program.
While it is reasonable to believe that pro-
viding community for top performing 
students is beneficial, it seems difficult to 
specifically distinguish who counts as a 
top performer. Many students who fit the 
GPA requirements are still denied or not 
allowed to apply because they are too far 
along in their degree or because they don’t 
show adequate commitment.  Suggestions 
for improvement are that the organization 
needs to reach out to more students to en-
sure that students are given adequate time 
to apply. Also, the Honors program events 
should still look to partner with smaller 
RSOs and the general student body in order 
to break the exclusive nature of the program 
and encourage others to get more involved 
here at GGC. Perhaps partnering with the 
honors societies on campus would also help 
include a wider variety of intellectual stu-
dents in the honors classes and events rather 

than specifically limiting so many oppor-
tunities to those who pass a few specific 
interviews.

* Dr. Jennifer Wunder was contacted but 
did not respond to questions or requests for 
comment.

Finding Acceptance with Honors?
By Laura Walsh
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Among graduating seniors, that has 
become the question. Participat-
ing in graduation is the last step of 
one’s college career. But to many 
students, walking has become a nec-
essary evil. 
Between making sure you fulfill 
the course catalog requirements for 
your degree and applying for grad-
uation (an entire semester BEFORE 
you graduate), the task of actually 
attending graduation becomes just 
that: a task. Sitting in the hot sun in 
May or cooped up in an arena in De-
cember to receive a diploma holder, 
not an actual diploma, the celebra-
tion aspect loses its luster. This is 
where some students start to lose 
interest in the ceremony and start to 
ask themselves, “To Walk or Not to 
Walk?”
I set out to find two sides of the story 
and luckily found two students with 
vastly different takes on the idea of 
graduation. Louis Edwards, a junior 
at GGC, non-traditional student and 
father of five, decided to walk at 
his graduation and here is why: “I 
choose to walk because it’s some-
thing my family would love to see.”  
Louis’s reaction of “why yes, I am 
walking,” was echoed in at least ten 
other student responses.  
It was incredibly difficult to find a 
student who had a different point of 

view.  Finally, sitting in a room full 
of students, I threw out my frustra-
tion of not being able to find an op-
posing opinion. And before I knew 
it, a hand shot in the air with vigor 
and a voice said, “I am not walk-
ing.”  
Alexa Elliott, an English major here 
at GGC, who is graduating in the 
fall of 2015 had a different perspec-
tive.  Elliott said, “I’m better served 
taking my diploma and taking my 
knowledge and just going out into 
the world for my next chapter.”  El-
liott believes that her educational 
experience is more important than 
the experience of walking across 
the stage.  
These two opinions provide a 
wonderful juxtaposition of the ev-
er-present question that many stu-
dents contemplate at the end of 
their college careers. For me, I am 
definitely walking. I have worked 
incredibly hard the past few years to 
get to that stage. I not only plan on 
walking down the aisle towards my 
diploma, but dancing and swinging 
my hips to the victory song playing 
in my head.  
Whether you are of the group of stu-
dents who decide to skip the cele-
bration or the students who plan on 
sashaying across the stage, it doesn’t 
matter.  In the end, we all get our di-
plomas in the mail anyway!

 

To Walk or Not to Walk
By Caitlin Sinclair
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I’m a senior here at Georgia Gwinnett 
College. I’ll be graduating in May. It 
is a big deal for me and bigger deal 
for my family. I’m still in awe and 
surprised that it’s actually happening. 
I had never planned to go to college. 
That wasn’t in my plans of life. 
This is the longest place I’ve ever 
stayed at in my life. I’ve moved 
around about every two years all my 
life. So, to be here for five years... It’s 
going to be bittersweet leaving, but 
I’m definitely glad to be graduating. 
I’m originally from Detroit, Michi-
gan. Detroit is going through a harsh 
time. My family is one of those peo-
ple who are going through that. So 
for me to graduate college, go back,  
and help out in ways that they’re 
starting […] up homes and help […] 
people in the community that I grew 
up in means a lot to me. 

My name is Daniela Reyes and 
I’m from Guatemala. I moved 
here when I was about six years 
old.
I’m a third year student. 
Being at this school has re-
ally given me an opportunity 
to have a stable community 
of friends and being involved 
in different organizations and 
there’s been opportunities here 
at GGC that I never really 
imagined that I would have. 
So…
College for me has always 
been a must. Within the Latino 
community not many are really 
striving for a better education or 
a better future. I feel like with 
this new generation of Latinos, 
college is a must in order to be 
successful in the future. 

I’m a first generation college 
student from my family. I was 
born in Ethiopia, in Addis 
Ababa, the Capital. I came to 
America in 2008. Right now 
I’m a junior in Georgia Gwin-
nett College. I’m trying to 
major in exercise science.

I want to be a physician so I 
can help people in the medical 
field. I grew up with people 
that were often sick, where 
healthcare wasn’t as accessi-
ble. So, I feel like if I go in that 
route and I have experience 
then I can go back home and 
help people out.

I’m a senior graduating in 2015 in 
Business Administration. I will miss 
GGC, the people I have met and 
worked with. 
Transferring to GGC was the best de-
cision I ever made. My mentors, such 
as Ms. Berry, Mrs. Pinson and many 
more, been a huge help to me, mak-
ing sure that I graduate successfully 
and on track. One advice I can give to 
students is to build relationships with 
their professors and mentors, the only 
thing they want to do is help students 
succeed. Ask and you shall have. 
I have a huge family all over the 
United States. I’m from Somalia and 
lived in Gwinnett for 6 years.
Being a student at GGC has taught 
me lots of things, for example, 
sometimes it’s okay to be persistent, 
to never give up on anything, and to 
keep your goals and dreams alive.

Photo Credit Andrea Rivera-Rocha 
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In our last issue, we uncovered the 
below average rate at which black 
students are succeeding at GGC—
especially freshmen. During the 
February SGA town hall meeting, 
a charge was made by student, Shi-
air Coleman, that GGC does not do 
enough in terms of mentoring and 
programming to get black students 
involved and does not care whether 
they succeed. The retention rate for 
black freshmen at GGC is nearly 20 
points lower than the average for all 
University System of Georgia (USG) 
schools. How can the achievement 
of black students be improved?
There was a program that existed at 
the school, the Office of Minority 
Outreach, that was not continued 
after the director of the program 
left. Today, there is one program 
that exists at the school that is fo-
cused on the achievement of black 
male students in particular. The 
African-American Male Initiative 
(AAMI) is a grant that began in 2002 
by the state of Georgia to address 
the achievement gap that persisted 
at USG schools. The grant must be 
applied for every year and the school 
must create a specific program to 
exist alongside the grant. GGC cre-
ated the Elite Scholars, the AAMI 
extension at our school, in 2012. The 
inaugural grant is $10,000 and can 
increase every year up to $30,000 
and must be matched by the school. 
According to one of the co-directors 
of the program at GGC, Dr. C. Doug-
las Johnson, the size of the grant this 
year is $23,000. After being accepted 
to GGC, the Elite Scholars program 
reaches out to incoming black male 
freshmen, who must fill out the ap-
plication and write an essay. For the 
2014-15 school year, around 100 stu-
dents applied and there are 45 in the 
program. This is close to the max-
imum number of students that can 
be a part of the group at this fund-
ing level. Dr. Paul Grant is the other 
co-director of the Elite Scholars. He 
spoke in an interview about the kinds 
of programs offered to those who are 
part of the group such as a retreat to 

Rock Eagle where they were offered 
study and practical advice on how to 
succeed in college. The group also 
has monthly meetings with mentors 
who also reach out to members if 
their grades begin to slip during the 
semester. Many of the students in the 
Elite Scholars program are first-gen-
eration college students and may not 
have the support or experiences of 
family members to know how to suc-
cessfully navigate through college. 
Elite Scholars were told how im-
portant it is to talk to their professors 
and build a relationship with them. 
Dr. Johnson said that sometimes 
there may be a disconnect between a 
student who hasn’t come from much 
when that student looks at a well-
dressed professor at the head of the 
class. The professor may be seen as 
“being born with a silver spoon in 
their mouth” but in reality struggled 
as a young person and was also a 
first-generation college student, like 
Dr. Johnson was. 
As a freshman at Clemson Univer-
sity, Dr. Johnson became both a 
member of the SGA and of a his-
torically black fraternity, Kappa 
Alpha Psi. He counts the joining of 
organizations on campus to be the 
best way to help a student stay in 
school, succeed, and graduate. Join-
ing an organization creates not only 
networking opportunities, but also 
supportive friendships and different 
experiences which add to a student’s 
knowledge of different paths to suc-
cess. Although there was no support 
structure specifically for minorities 
at Clemson, there was a program in 
which middle and high school age 
students were given advice about 
college. The Elite Scholars at GGC 
also reach out in a similar way by 
working with an arm of the KAP fra-
ternity, The Kappa League. Together 
they offer mentoring to those same 
middle and high school students. 
The Elite Scholars program does not 
have the specific goal of mentoring 
other freshman on campus, but that 
may be a goal in the future. 
Mentoring on campus from faculty 
usually takes place in a rush so that 
a student can register for the classes 
they want as soon as they become 

available on Banner. Many students 
figure out their own plan for classes 
and graduation and the faculty men-
tor simply signs off. There are some 
fantastic faculty mentors on campus 
as well who take an interest and in-
form the student of classes which 
will serve them the most for their 
career goals and the work of these 
faculty members should be recog-
nized. There is another option for 
students who are unhappy with their 
mentors and who need career, study-
ing, and other practical advice. The 
School of Transitional Studies (STS) 
is focused on students who come in 
needing courses like MATH 099 
or English for Academic Purposes. 
There are about 1,800 students who 
are currently active in the STS pro-
gram according the Director of the 
Mentoring and Advising Center 
(MAC), Dr. Karen Jackson. There 
are currently 4 full-time advisors 
in addition to Dr. Jackson, and their 
suite contains empty offices in which 
to grow. Although their focus is on 
students in the STS, the MAC is 
available to all students. The MAC 
cannot remove the holds of stu-
dents from other schools, but they 
will offer mentoring, career advice, 
study tips through classes they orga-
nize, and practical life and program 
advice to any student that desires it. 
So, there are a few programs that 
offer mentoring and practical advice 

to students. One is limited to around 
50 students and is focused on Afri-
can-American males, and the other 
is a general mentoring and advise-
ment program that accepts students 
of all types, making no distinction 
between them other than in the in-
teractions that happen between the 
advisor and the advisee. GGC en-
courages students to create their own 
clubs, but as many students know, 
involvement in clubs is not as high 
as it could or should be. One excep-
tion is African Voice, winner of the 
award for Organization of the Year at 
GGC last year. This is a vibrant and 
dedicated group that focuses on ac-
ademic achievement and service in 
the community as well as providing 
a source for people of very diverse 
backgrounds to meet and share their 
experiences, as well as have a good 
time. 
If the question is whether the school 
is doing enough to promote the 
achievement of black students in 
particular, the answer is no. The 
school does provide many opportu-
nities for all students to learn how to 
succeed in college as well as tutor-
ing and mentoring help, but it does 
not have an office dedicated to the 
achievement of black students in 
particular, like the one that exists 
at Georgia State University. Then 
the question becomes “Is this some-
thing that the college needs to create 

right now?” There is no clear con-
sensus on that question among those 
interviewed for this story. Many 
programs focused on mentoring, tu-
toring, and achievement currently in 
operation are not being fully utilized. 
GGC could create a program but if 
not enough students take advantage 
of it, the program likely will not be 
continued. 
The answer to whether the school 
needs to create a program dedicated 
to black student achievement or 
change the ways in which it runs lies 
in the hands of the students. Like all 
institutions, colleges exist because 
they fill the needs of a population. 
GGC exists because students want 
it to exist and we do not have to be 
satisfied with the way things are. If 
a student wishes for something to 
change, the most effective way to 
enact that is by getting inside the 
process where decisions are made. 
Becoming a member of the SGA is 
the best way to enact change at the 
school. 
What do you think are the responsi-
bilities of the school on this issue? 
Do you think anything needs to 
change at GGC? Let us know on 
Facebook or Twitter.

Black Student Achievement at GGC

Studying abroad has been one of 
the most influential and enjoyable 
experience of my college career 
and my life. When I first embarked 
on my journey, I was filled with 
both anxiety and excitement. When 
I initially arrived in Guayaquil and 
met my host family at the airport, I 
felt an enormous sense of relief due 
to their kind attitude and friendly 
disposition. The first day I spent 
in the country was filled with ad-
venture; in the morning we visited 
an open air market or “mercado”. 
The marketplace was bustling with 
patrons and vendors alike. On the 
stalls of the vendors were tropical 
fruits and vegetables of all shapes 
and sizes, fresh meat, and locally 
made cheeses. Fishermen hauled 
in fresh caught fish and crusta-
ceans from the nearby port and 
the sound of people haggling, ne-
gotiating, and bartering filled the 
air. The rest of the day was spent 

perambulating the historic streets 
and neighborhoods of Guayaquil. 
Some of the sights included an 
iguana park, the esplanade along 
the River Guayas known as “Male-
con 2000”, and museums detailing 
the history of Ecuador and the leg-
acy of Simon Bolivar the revolu-
tionary that brought independence 
to much of South America.  During 
my time abroad I had many ad-
ventures, much more than I could 
possibly hope to highlight in such 
a short article. I will try and high-
light the major cities I visited while 
in the country. The first major city 
I visited after Guayaquil was a 
town in the mountains of Ecuador 
named Cuenca. The city is a pic-

turesque town filled with Spanish 
style buildings, rolling hills, rivers, 
and Roman Catholic Cathedrals. 
In Cuenca, the temperature was 
very cool compared to the warmer, 
coastal Guayaquil. In Cuenca I ar-
rived in time to witness a flower 
festival in which roses and flowers 
of all kinds were put up for display 
and the largest bouquets I’ve ever 
seen were available for purchase. 
Cuenca also had historic sections 
which dated back to the days of the 
Incan empire. The Cuencan people  
were extremely friendly and many 
still wore their traditional clothes 
which were handmade from high 
quality materials. Cuenca was a 
very relaxing and tranquil town 
and at night the town could be seen 
from an overwatch on a mountain 
just above the city.  Its bright lights 
illuminating the night sky were as 
illustrious as the stars themselves, 
and a scene of unparalleled beauty 
spread before me.  After Cuenca 
the next major city I visited was 
Quito. Quito is the capital city of 

Ecuador and, unlike Cuenca, was 
very much a metropolis. Quito is 
best described as a very busy and 
modern city; the outskirts of Quito 
included many attractions includ-
ing “El Mitad Del Mundo” or the 
middle of the world. This particu-
lar attraction was very interesting 
as it represented the equatorial 
line which separated northern and 
southern hemispheres. At the line, 
there was a massive monument 
created which had a large, stone 
globe on top of the building.  Quito 
also housed the presidential palace 
of Ecuador; the historic section 
of Quito also included one of the 
grandest cathedrals in the coun-
try.  All in all, studying abroad 

has allowed me to experience so 
many new things in life and has 
given me a much better perspec-
tive on different cultures, places, 
and ideas. I will never forget my 
experiences abroad and I plan to 
increase them as well as through 
more study abroad programs. First, 
this summer I will be venturing to 
China and in Spring of 2016, and 
maybe France, Spain or New Zea-
land. Wherever I decide, there will 
be countless adventures to be had, 
interesting people to meet, and 
grandiose memories to be made 
that will last a lifetime.

By Javaughn Waller

Adventures in Ecuador

By John Arnold

Nana Jonah and Louis Edwards
Photo by Laura Walsh
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We’ve all heard the saying “wine 
gets better with age,” but does that 
same case hold true for music? Brit-
ish-American rock band/blues group, 
Fleetwood Mac, recently performed 
at Philips Arena on March 25th. 
The band broke up in 1998 when 
keyboardist and vocalist, Christine 
‘Christie’ McVie, left the band. Fif-
teen years later the group finally de-
cided to put their differences aside 
and start touring again. 
Fleetwood Mac is a legendary band 
that spans over three decades with 
billboard hits like “Rhiannon” 
(1975), “Landslide” (1975), “Sil-
ver Springs” (1976), “Go Your Own 
Way” (1977), “Don’t Stop” (1977) 
and “Tusk” (1979).  Fleetwood Mac 
originally formed in 1967  in Britain, 
but transplanted to California in the 
mid-seventies. 
Throughout the mid-seventies and 
eighties, this band rocked out to mega 
hits,but just like every other band, 
they had their inner issues. Lead vo-
calist Stephanie ‘Stevie’ Nicks had 

romantic relations with lead guitarist 
Lindsey Buckingham. Keyboardist 
Christie McVie’s marriage to bass-
ist John McVie fell apart by 1977. 
Drummer Mick Fleetwood slept 
around with everyone and drugs ran 
rampant throughout the band mem-
bers. Fleetwood Mac was always 
able to rise above the shattered glass 
and never allowed the world see them 
sweat. Just as their lyrics say “Don’t 
stop thinking about tomorrow,” they 
continued to push on and that is why 
they are so successful today. 
The day of the concert, I had men-
tioned to a few of my classmates that 
I was going to see Fleetwood Mac 
and oddly enough, those classmates 
had no idea who that band was. I was 
astounded. Yes, I did grow up in a 
home where seventies and eighties 
classics were a normal occurrence, 
but I just couldn’t believe my ears 
when my associates just said, “Fleet-
wood who?” It made me think “Am 
I not normal for not listening to the 
latest, greatest, and trendiest thing on 
the radio?” 
By the time I got down to Philips 
Arena, I truly didn’t care about what 

sort of music I should be listening to. 
The only thought that mattered was 
“This generation knew how to rock!”  
Most concert-goers were in their 
mid-forties and fifties, some even 
older and boy, did these people show 
me what a good time was—especially 
Fleetwood Mac! All the band mem-
bers are in their late sixties and they 
still move and dance like they were 
thirty. They even came back to play 
four encore performances at the end. 
Fleetwood Mac’s performance was 
absolutely impeccable. It is some-
thing I will never forget because I 
will probably never see something 
like that again. A reunion of such 
magnitude on one stage continues to 
blow my mind. The fact that Fleet-
wood Mac can survive for over thirty 
years while most of the bands we 
have presently only produce one-hit 
wonders makes me realize that music 
from the past truly did mean some-
thing and that there is so much feeling 
behind those lyrics and guitar strings. 
I definitely don’t regret my choice in 
music. In fact, I wish my generation 
shared my love of a good classic band 
just like a glass of aged red wine. Photo Credit: Philips Arena Web Promo

The Aging of Music
By Rachel Patti

Georgia Gwinnett College Should Follow in 
Georgia Tech’s Footsteps...
A lot of attention has been paid over the 
past few years to the STEM program, which 
is geared toward facilitating learning and 
attracting the brightest students in Math, 
Science, and Technology.  In today’s tech-
nology and science driven world, emphasis 
on these subjects is both understandable and 
appreciated. 
However, focusing primarily on STEM 
subjects, especially here at GGC, has pro-
duced what some might call “a creativity 
drain” from Gwinnett County. Gwinnett 
County Public Schools are home to some 
of the most extensive and innovative fine 
and performing arts programs in the coun-
try. From drawing, painting, sculpting 
and jewelry making programs at many of 
the high schools to the “world’s largest 
string ensemble” at Peachtree Ridge clus-
ter (something the school sought Guinness 
Book recognition for in 2011), Gwinnett 
County has a rich and important heritage 
in the arts.  Unfortunately, artistic students 
have no support for their higher education 
in Gwinnett County and no avenue where 
they can showcase their talent and enrich 

the lives of other students and the public 
with their creative works. In recent years, 
the state of Georgia has opted not to fund 
arts programs and this has resulted in a loss 
of NEA (National Endowment for the Arts)  
grant funding for the state. In a recent article 
Gail O’Neill discusses a Georgia Tech ad-
ministrators’ decision to bolster the school’s 
artistic endeavors, including hiring a new 
Director of the Office of the Arts to oversee 
the development of arts programs at Geor-
gia Tech. “William Schafer, Vice President 
for student affairs [at Ga Tech], believes 
that arts … play into students’ abilities to be 
creative and innovative in their academics,” 
said O’Neill.
There is no question that the GGC campus 
buildings are beautiful and welcoming on 
the outside. However, walking through the 
halls and sitting in the classrooms has left 
many feeling more like they had entered a 
sterile hospital environment, rather than a 
school that boasts creativity as one of its 
four pillars. Artistic students who were ini-
tially excited about the prospect of a new 
four year institution in Gwinnett County 
have been disappointed to learn that they 
will have to go elsewhere to pursue Bache-
lor’s degrees in the fine and performing arts.
With the tremendous amount of artistic and 
creative talent flowing through Gwinnett 

County Middle and High Schools, now is 
the time to consider introducing fine and 
creative arts to GGC. If Georgia Tech, one 
of the nation’s pillars in STEM education, 
has the ability to recognize the value of the 
arts, GGC must follow suit and allow for 
educational programs in the arts that will 
prevent the creativity drain from continu-
ing in Gwinnett County.  Having art on the 
walls will be a great start, but planning and 
preparing for a future where artistic and cre-
ative students can enrich the lives of others 
on campus through accredited fine and per-
forming arts programs is a goal worthy of 
considering. GGC has grown and flourished 
in its short time as a four year institution 
within the University System of Georgia. 
Many thought the growth and development 
targets of the school were overly ambitious, 
but GGC has managed to surpass expec-
tations in many areas and has become a 
beacon for many of the county’s best and 
brightest. However, in focusing so much at-
tention on STEM, the best and brightest art-
ists and creative students are left without a 
place to call home. With the sheer amount of 
talent existent in Gwinnett, I am quite sure 
that “if you build it, they will come” and if 
it can be built, what better place than on the 
campus of Georgia Gwinnett College?   

GGC Void of Creativity
By Erika Dillingham
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A Promising  
Enlightenment?

As I walked a friend to class in the early 
afternoon, I saw a commotion that was 
occurring in the A building. I simply 
gasped in amazement! 
Artist Peter Ferrari, who was working 
on the mural, explained: “I wanted to 
promote education,” as the painting 
shows hands of a student through strug-
gles, reaching for the light. 
His words resonated within me, as well 
as the image of that painting. I was 
surprisingly delighted that the school is 
bringing art to the blank walls of GGC. 
So, I want to hear back from you. 
Should the school invest more in art 
projects around campus like the wall 
mural? If so, what kind of ideas do you 
have in mind? 
Please, share your ideas by writing 
to TheGlobeGGC@gmail.com, or by 
reaching out on Twitter @theglobe_ggc 

By Dejan Čavić



Director: Abdellatif  
Kechiche
Rated: NC-17
Running Time: 3 hr. 7 
min.
Genre: Drama
“I have infinite tender-
ness for you and I will my 
whole life... I want you.  
All the time. No one else.”
Are you a fan of French 

movies that aren’t 
afraid to push the enve-
lope? Then Blue is The  
Warmest Colour is for 
you. The movie is centred 
on a 15-year-old school-
girl, Adele, on the verge 
of self discovery when 
she experiences love for 
the first time. She starts 
dating her classmate who 
happens to be the popular 
guy in school. However, 

Adele becomes confused 
and depressed until she 
meets a mysterious blue 
haired woman (Emma) 
whom she falls deeply in 
love with.  Not to give 
much away - this film is 
amazing! I can’t put it into 
words. Some might be 
turned off by the length of 
the movie being 3 hours, 
however, you’ll get so 
sucked into it that 3 hours 

will fly by.  I more than 
highly recommend this 
movie; I have to many in 
the past and they’ve come 
back with great reviews.
Final verdict: 10/10. 
WARNING: This is an 
NC17 movie; not a fam-
ily movie. This film is by 
far one of the best foreign 
films I’ve watched in the 
last ten years. It’s a must 
see. 

There is an unspoken rule, amongst some film 
buffs, that once something is made, it should 
never be remade. While there is some credi-
bility to this statement, every remake must be 
judged individually, and in comparison to the 
original film. 2014’s Robocop is no exception 
to this rule, and it is not spared criticism for 
being the film that nobody asked for. 
Robocop, after sitting in production limbo for 
several years, was eventually picked up by Bra-
zilian director, José Padilha, director of Elite 
Squad and Elite Squad: The Enemy Within. 
The film stars Joel Kinnaman as the man-in-
the-suit, and he is supported by Gary Oldman, 
Michael Keaton, and Samuel L. Jackson who 
play an ethically-conflicted scientist, a con-
niving, sociopathic CEO, and a knock-off Bill 
O’Reilly respectively. 
In comparison to the original Robocop, this 
film is infinitely more sterile. While the origi-
nal film portrays Detroit as a sprawling, grungy 
hub for ne’er-do-wells, Padilha’s film gives us 
a city that is slightly cleaner, more gentrified, a 

place where drug dealers only do their business 
after dropping the kids off at lacrosse practice, 
and stopping by Starbucks for a well deserved 
pick-me-up before they hit the streets.
Unlike the original Robocop, in which most of 
the conflict of man-versus-machine is internal-
ized, the remake lays any subtleties bare for the 
audience to consume without any thought. The 
only time in which the film dares to attempt 
an ethical discussion about robotics, is during 
the banter between Gary Oldman and Michael 
Keaton, which were the rare high-points of the 
film. Samuel L. Jackson’s role is limited to 
providing commentary as a narrator would for 
Shakespeare. 
The film is also devoid of the ample satire that 
made the original so endearing and poignant. 
Any satirical absurdity that made the world of 
the original Robocop memorable has been re-
placed by blatantly simple, anti-corporate jabs.
 Even with decent performances from coman-
ding actors such as Gary Oldman and Samuel 
L. Jackson, the film lacks any charm from its 
progenitor, and it lacks the substance to be con-
sidered a meaningful science fiction film.

By Alex Coffman

New on Netflix: Robocop
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What You Should be Watching

Indie Flick: Blue is the Warmest Color
By Tekena Nyananyo

Senna  (2010)
Director: Asif Kapadia
Rated: PG-13
Running Time: 1 hr. 46 min.
Genre: Documentary, Sports & 

Fitness
“His physical and spiritual 

achievements on the track, his 
quest for perfection and the myth-
ical status he has since attained.”

This documentary focuses on 
the life and times of the three-
time Brazilian Formula One 
racing champion Ayrton Senna, 
spanning his years as a racer 
from 1984 until his tragic death 
in 1994. From his rivalries within 
the Formula One circuit to his hu-
manitarian work in his country, 
Senna transcended the sport of 
racing to become a national hero. 
I highly recommend this docu-
mentary even if you’re not a fan 
of Formula One racing. It’s very 
emotional, intense, and thrilling 
from start to finish. Never will 
another documentary grip you as 
you watch.

Final verdict: 10/10 Do yourself 
a favour and watch this documen-
tary!

Where to watch  it:  Netflix & 
Amazon Prime

By Tekena Nyananyo

This has to be one of 
the best shows, ever.  
Period.  It is comical, sad,  
drama-filled and incredibly 
well-written.  If you hav-
en’t watched Orange is the 
New Black, GO! NOW! 
Be warned, you will bar-
rel your way through the 
two seasons that are cur-
rently streaming.  Season 
3, premiering in June, can-
not come soon enough!  
Welcome to Litchfield!

By Caitlin Sinclair By Caitlin Sinclair

Jax Teller and his MC are 
a captivating ride.  The 
show is non-stop action 
and drama at every turn.  If 
you need a show to binge 
on, here is my candidate.  
You have six seasons to get 
through and if you’re lucky, 
the seventh season will 
hopefully be up in time for 
when you breeze through 
the first six.  You are now 
entering Charming; be care-
ful, you may never leave. 

Team Angel? Team Spike? 
Buffy is the ultimate 
campy drama and com-
edy all rolled into one.  If 
you want a trip down The 
90s memory lane from 
flood pants, dark lipstick, 
platform sneakers to bad 
grunge music, Buffy is 
your show.  Welcome to 
Sunnydale, where the sun 
always shines on the Hell-
mouth! 

By Caitlin Sinclair

Television Promo Photo

By Tekena Nyananyo

The show is centered around 
a small town in which half 
the population mysteriously 
vanished. The show picks up 
a year after the vanishing and 
focuses on residents and how 
their lives have been affected 
by the disappearance of their 
loved ones. It's only in its first 
season and I would recommend 
this show if you're into mystery 
and suspense and can't get over 
Lost. Catch The Leftovers on 
Netflix or HBO & HBO-Go.

Netflix Promo Photo

Television Promo PhotoNetflix Promo Photo Series Promo Photo Documentary Promo Photo
New Obsession: 
Sons of Anarchy

Documentary of the 
Month:
Senna

Modern Classic:
Orange is the  
New Black

Always on My List: 
Buffy the  
Vampire Slayer

Series to Binge on 
this Month:
The Leftovers



7/17/14
She didn’t hear 
I called her name 
A few floors below 
Freshly clean window panes
Where each night awake in bed
With dreams I’d slain my friends,
For years each day I wept 
In search for a solace that never came.
4 in the morning
Alert, Supine
Who rests at such a time?
Such a time as this!
I am, She is, We Are
Homesick
Aching for —
Waiting for a kiss
Her lips; so close to mine 
It’s Time!
Time won’t see it fit.
BECAUSE!
See me begging now 
To, be! (but how!)
To be anything —
To be loud!
but a subtle silence 
Knocks me down
such a subtle silence
Nags at me,
Grinds my teeth, 
Slapping me
(((such violence!)))
Awake to a petrified reality:
“just 
touch

her, 
(you imbecile!)”
because
There is no saying; 
There is no weighing;
There is no Way,
—there will be no reaping
where there are none 
worthy of receiving—
No shaking,
No waking
(shh; do not disturb)
What has been sleeping 
(& for days, I say!)
For days
Losing days, and Ways
(days and days and days)
Without any help;
no “Jaws of Life” ;
no “Laws for Wife” ;
no such phrase as “in a trice” —
Because
There is no waking her
Besides!
…I’ve tried (slowly)
My tongue tires (wholly)
My tongue ties (and lies —

Especially at night)
I’ve tried but my tongue tires quickly
These days
&ways
Because
My bones are brittle in my old age.
Besides!
There’s nothing I can do 
So I sit 
On the stoop
(Bleeding the Blues,
Breathing breaths for two,)
Playing 
&praying
In harmony 
With the tune of her
(otherwise empty room) —
I play in harmony with her
Heart as a flute 
My God! (She’s gorgeous)
…the most 
beautiful…
Times in life;
Those (honest) moments —
People—
doing,
becoming,

Being
Observers Observe the Observed
(&the people do not know)
The looker who looks is looking;
&the watcher who watches is watching;
(The seer, seeing the scene)-
People—
(taking a moment)
Taken aback,
Taking a gasp,
Taking a moment to grasp,
(breathe it all in)
All that is right with the world 
&within
So (now) what?
So what if now i
Obsess?
&over time
What if i lie
(with half shut eyes?), 
Or what if i decide; 
Should i, Confess!—
i will begin
To, be! (but how!)
Because!
Now-
The truest love of loves;
All that is free,
Would someone like her 
Would love to need,
(is me).
Beauty never sleeps
(without Beast)
Counting sheep
For her eyes won’t have to see 
What (Lookers 
&Watchers 
&Seers see) 
Most people perceive
Most people conceive 
“things-to-do”
No. 
No thing 
To do
(Get Quiet)
Nothing to do but to sit
So i sit on the stoop,
Silent;
To (observe,watch,see) be!

By Katie Ehling

Fragment 
of a Vision 
in a Dream
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President Goodwin and Vice-President Gonzalez (Above) 
Find additional election resuts on our blog (Below)

 I am what you’ve created
A biological weapon of war

Fused with the monster of me
Now see what you’ve got in store

 
You put this monster in me

I pull the trigger on you
Ironic wouldn’t you say

You programmed me this way
 

To want, just to see, all things burn, burn away
In the light of nuclear day

No, don’t look away
Feast your eyes upon your creation of pain

See it burn and light the way
 

Through your chemical play
You made me this way
Ironic wouldn’t you say

You programmed me this way
 

That I, I can survive
Through ra-dia-tion and decay

Through everything you throw my way
Remember you made me this way

 
I am what you’ve created

A biological weapon of war
Fused with the monster of me

Now see what you’ve got in store
 

You put this monster in me
I pull the trigger on you
Ironic wouldn’t you say

You programmed me this way
 

You’ve made a monster of me
Gifted me with pain

No wonder I’ve driven myself insane
Waiting for you to play

Remember you programmed me this way
 

To want, just to see, all things burn, burn away
In the light of nuclear day

No, don’t look away
Feast your eyes upon your creation of pain

See it burn and light the way
 

Through your chemical play
You made me this way
Ironic wouldn’t you say

You programmed me this way

 By Kevin Williams              

Monster
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LAWRENCEVILLE - The 
top ranked Georgia Gwinnett 
women’s tennis program will 
be looking to further establish 
itself atop the NAIA this week 
as the team will take on a pair 
of NAIA opponents as well 
as a Division II power over a 
four-day span to wrap up the 
regular season.

The Grizzlies are currently 
7-6 on the year, but against 
NAIA competition, the Griz-
zlies have impressed, posting 
a perfect 5-0 record with a 
lopsided score each time. That 
total includes a dominating 
8-1 victory over No. 6 SCAD 
Savannah, but the team will 
be facing its toughest test yet 
on Monday with a showdown 
against fifth-ranked Brenau at 
GGC Tennis Facility.
Play will continue on Tuesday 
with a match against 19th-
ranked Cumberland before the 
week wraps up with a rematch 
with Clayton State of NCAA 
Division II.

If the Grizzlies are to be 
successful again this week, 
chances are that Valeria Pod-
dawill have something to do 
with it. Podda, a sophomore 
out of Leiderdorp, Nether-
lands, has been undoubtedly 
the top player in the GGC 
line-up, running up a 10-1 re-
cord and earning a No. 4 rank-
ing from the ITA in singles. 
She’s also been a formidable 
force in doubles, teaming with 
Laura Wehner to grab the same 
ranking.
Wehner is 5-5 in singles this 
season.

Helga Pinones-Haltenhoff has 

become a consistent winner 
near the bottom of the line-up 
for the Grizzlies, and the ju-
nior currently sits second on 
the team in wins with an 8-2 
record. Luma Schwab is third 
at 7-5, and 43rd-ranked Chiara 
Di Salvo is 6-3.

The doubles team of Di Salvo 
and Pinones-Haltenhoff is 
7-6 for the year and currently 
ranked No. 17 in the country.
Brenau is 11-3 this season and 
hasn’t lost since an 8-1 deci-
sion at the hands of No. 3 Au-
burn Montgomery last month. 
Cumberland is 9-6 on the 
year and riding a three-match 
winning streak after beating 
Pikeville and Georgetown ear-
lier this month, and Clayton 
State will be looking to avenge 
an 8-1 loss to the Grizzlies ear-
lier this season in Morrow.
Monday’s match with Brenau 
is set for a 3 p.m. start, and 
Tuesday’s match will begin at 
2 p.m. Thursday’s showdown 
against Clayton State, which 
marks the last match of the 
season at GGC Tennis Facility, 
is slated for 2:30.

The Blue Devils came out on top as 
they hoisted the trophy and became 
the NCAA Men’s Division I Basket-
ball Champions.  After a back and 
forth scoring thriller in Indianapolis, 
Duke was able to pull out a win in the 
last minute. With four freshmen on the 
team, Duke’s Coach Mike Krzyzewski 
said that this is the best they have ever 
been, and that they will continue to get 
better down the stretch.
Duke freshmen guards Tyus Jones and 
Grayson Allen led the Blue devils with 
23 points and 16 points respectively. 
Freshmen of the Year, Jahlil Okafor 
had 10 points even though he spent 
most of his time on the bench.
After knocking down Kentucky who 
was unbeaten going into the Final 

Four, Wisconsin showed they pos-
sessed the tenacity and skills to beat 
Duke and become the NCAA cham-
pions, but Duke’s passion and de-
termination drove them to win the 
championship.
The first half was evenly matched for 
both teams.  Duke took a brief six point 
lead midway, but Wisconsin managed 
to come back. Wisconsin took a nine 
point lead in the second half, but Tyus 
Jones and Grayson Allen brought 
Duke back when Wisconsin started to 
miss the shots down the stretch.  Allen 
became the highlight of the night, scor-
ing lights out with 16 points compared 
to 9 points in the whole tournament.
The final score was 68-63, giving 
Coach Krzyzewski his fifth title, mak-
ing him the second coach with the 
most titles in Division 1 Men’s Bas-
ketball history. 

The Blue Devils are Champs
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By Gustave Habimana

The Atlanta Braves traded 
their main closer, Craig Kim-
brel.  Craig Kimbrel is a four 
time all-star with an ERA under 
2.00 and was named Rookie 
of the Year in 2011.  The trade 
came as a surprise to many fans, 
because Braves President John 
Hart has stated that he didn’t 

have any intention of trading 
him during the offseason. The 
Atlanta Braves in return, re-
ceived outfielders Cameron 
Maybin and Carlos Quentin as 
well as prospects Matt Wisler 
and Jordan Paroubeck. In addi-
tion, the Braves also received 
the  41th pick in June’s amateur 
draft. 

The Atlanta Braves may have 
lost one of the best closers in 
baseball in the offseason, but 
that has not cramped their 
game.  For the first time since 
1997, the Atlanta Braves have 
started off the season 5-0.  
Freddie and the gang have 

started this season off with 
a bang.  Already leading the 
NL East, let’s hope this team 
doesn’t lose steam halfway 
through the season as they have 
in many previous seasons.  It is 
spring time in Atlanta and the 
#Bravesareback! 

Fans Mourn Kimbrel Trade
By Gustave Habima

The Boys Are Back
By Caitlin Sinclair

Women’s Tennis 
Ready for a Busy Week

Grizzlies will put unbeaten NAIA record to the test 

 Helga Pinones-Haltenhoff

* Article Courtesy of Grizzly Athletics 
at: http://www.grizzlyathletics.com/#
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Crossword 
Puzzle

Fill in the blanks so that each row, each column, 
and each of the nine 3x3 grids contains each of 

the numbers 1 through 9 only once.

Sudoku

Stress Relief Coloring 
• Coloring can be seen as a form of “Active Meditation”.
• Repetitive motions such as coloring can help strengthen your focus and easily shift 
your attention back to a relaxed state.
• Think of coloring as a way to take all of the stressed emotions that are being bottled 
up and release them onto the page.
• Your brain is being distracted from the negative, stressful thoughts threatening to overwhelm 
you. 
• Coloring keeps your hands busy, allowing your mind to wander.
• It frees up our thoughts to think about important things going on in our lives.
• The more intricate the picture, the less attention is given to the mentally taxing thoughts you 

are experiencing.
• Experts say that concentrating on a coloring book lets us mentally escape by bringing back 
memories of childhood, a less stressful time for many of us.
• Connecting with our creative source is healing. We are all creative beings. Remembering how 
to be creative is a powerful way to relieve stress. When we remember how creative we are, we 
know we can solve any problem.


