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Georgia Gwinnett College welcomed more than 4,000 new students into the campus community during its annual 
“March Through the Arch” ceremony. After hearing encouraging remarks, the students enjoyed an evening of carnival 
rides and social time with faculty and each other. The college now enrolls nearly 11,000 students.

Join us for GGC’s first  
HOMECOMING
November 8, 1 p.m. men’s and women’s soccer  
double-header www.ggc.edu/homecoming
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President’s Message

GGC IS Prepared
to meet critical regional, state needs

Dr. Stas Preczewski

Two students discuss what might be growing  
in a petri dish during a biology laboratory session.

It was exciting to begin the 
2014 fall semester with a new 
record enrollment of nearly 
11,000 students and the  

opening of our long-awaited Allied Health and Sciences 
(AHS) Building. It was particularly noteworthy that 
Georgia Governor Nathan Deal celebrated this building 
with us at a recent ribbon-cutting event. 

Governor Deal is a strong supporter of the need to  
increase the number of Georgia citizens skilled in  
nursing and STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics) disciplines – the very reason the AHS 
building was constructed (see story, page 6). 

A Georgia Senate study indicates a statewide shortage 
of 37,000 registered nurses by the year 2020 – just six short 
years away.  A lack of qualified faculty, insufficient clinical 
sites and poor classroom space are all significant factors 
contributing to this shortage. Georgia’s nursing programs 
are unable to admit 4,000 qualified applicants each year.

STEM professionals also are in demand. The Technology 
Association of Georgia forecasts that there will be 218,000 

Georgia jobs in STEM fields by 2018 … and a significant 
shortage of qualified applicants to fill those jobs. 

The new AHS building enables GGC to help fill 
these critical employment gaps. In addition to housing 
what promises to be the state’s premiere baccalaureate 
program in nursing (see story, page 10), the facility will 
serve all students majoring or taking courses in biology, 
chemistry, exercise science, information technology, 
mathematics and psychology – programs specifically 
selected based on the economic development needs to 
which our governor often refers.

We truly appreciate those who continue to breathe 
life into this young and still growing college. With this 
new, state-of-the-art building and our dedicated faculty, 
GGC’s nursing and STEM graduates will be positioned 
for a bright future, and the local community and region 
will reap the benefits of their professional and economic 
contributions for decades to come. 

 

Stas Preczewski

As guests left the Allied Health and Sciences 
building ribbon-cutting, some paused for 
spontaneous photos with Georgia Gover-
nor Nathan Deal. Shown are Greg Hayes, 
Richard Tucker, Governor Deal, Norwood 
Davis, Greg Shumate and José Perez . 
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Dr. Dovile Budryte, professor of political 
science, was named the 2015 recipient of 
the University System of Georgia Board 
of Regents Teaching Excellence Award. 
She also received the 2014 GGC  
Outstanding Faculty Teaching Award. 

She is the fourth GGC instructor to win this honor out of the 
college’s six years of eligibility.

Dr. Darin Wilson, director of Athletics, is secretary of the first 
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics board of  
directors and the 2013-14 Association of Independent  
Institutions Conference Athletics Director of the Year.

Torrez M. Wilson, coordinator of Student Involvement,  
has been selected as a Leadership Fellow for the National 
Association for Campus Activities (NACA).

Dr. Nannette Napier, associate professor 
of management information systems and 
decision sciences, published a paper titled, 
“Digital Options Theory for IT Capability 
Investment,” in the Journal of the  
Association for Information Systems. 

David Thoms, ’11, biology, was one of five graduate students 
winning an award for a research poster at a Gordon  
Conference on Plant and Microbial Cytoskeleton. Enrolled 
in the genome, cell and developmental biology graduate 
program at Indiana University, he has received the James 
Holland Fellowship and the Carlos O. Miller Graduate  
Fellowship in Plant Developmental Biology.

Thaonguyen Nguyen, a junior in information technology, 
completed a prestigious, National Science Foundation-funded 
summer research experience in data-intensive computing at 
the Clemson University School of Computing.

Dr. Steven Platek, associate professor of 
psychology, was named president of the 
Applied Evolutionary Psychology/Science 
Society.

Georgia Gwinnett College won one of 
the City of Lawrenceville’s 2014 Golden Hammer Awards, 
which honor local businesses for contributions to community 
revitalization and growth. GGC’s Allied Health and Sciences 
building earned the Outstanding New Construction Award.

Dr. Xin Xu, associate professor of  
information technology, won the Outstanding 
Faculty Liaison Award at the 2014 STARS 
Celebration Conference in Washington, DC.

Georgia Gwinnett College was named the 
most ethnically diverse regional Southern college in the U.S. 
News & World Report 2015 College Compass. 

Sept. 17, 2014 was proclaimed “Dr. Stanley Preczewski Day” 
by the City of Milledgeville, Ga, in recognition of his service, 
contributions and leadership as a charter member of the city’s 
Development Authority.
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Kelley Kimball has had a life-long love for history,  

 significantly influenced by her Cherokee heritage. Family  

 stories passed down through the generations gave her a 

personal connection with the past, and an appreciation for how the 

past influences the present and future.

Kimball enrolled at Georgia Gwinnett College in 2010 to pursue 

her dream of attaining a degree. After 10 years in retail sales and 

waitressing, she wanted a career that was not only enjoyable, but 

would lead to a better life.

“As a young girl, I had a passion for history, so the decision of 

what to major in was easy,” she said. Going back to school in her 

30s was initially intimidating, she said. “When I learned there were 

many other non-traditional students at GGC, I didn’t feel so alone.”

Kimball credits GGC’s small classroom settings for being able  

to develop meaningful mentorships with her professors. She  

assumed her only career option was teaching K-12 students, but 

she learned from her professors that there were many other  

opportunities available to history majors. 

“I’ve had amazing instructors who each gave me something 

different that, as a whole, made for something incredible,” Kimball 

said. “Dr. Kathryn Gray-White fueled my love for the colonial 

period, and taught me where to look for the best leads on new 

research. Dr. Carey Shellman taught me that the classroom isn’t 

confined to an academic setting. Dr. Seth Kendall taught me to 

discover connections. Dr. Richard Rawls helped me to improve the 

way I write, and Dr. Rebecca Flynn helped me find my voice.”

She embraced community service and began volunteering with 

the Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center in 2011. She 

helped with events such as “Civil War Holiday,” “Haunted  

Museum” and “More Herbs, Less Salt.” She also serves as vice 

president for the Gwinnett Historical Society.

She especially enjoyed volunteering as a tour guide at the Fort 

Hollingsworth-White House, a Banks County home built in the 
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Silken 
threads:

Georgia’s Colonial  
Silk Industry 
In the early 1700s, the Georgia Trustees hoped 
they could establish silk production in the colony. 
At the time, wealthy Europeans coveted the  
fabric. In 1734, Georgia’s first mulberry  
operation was established near Savannah,  
providing a preferred food source for silk worms. 
Georgians quickly became skilled at  
silk production, and in 1735, Queen  
Caroline of England wore a gown of  
Georgia silk for her 52nd birthday. 

Women and young girls were well-suited for silk 
production, and were actively recruited as work-
ers. Every Georgia colonist was expected to grow 
mulberry trees.

The industry struggled, as silk worms did not  
flourish in the hot climate, and the Revolutionary 
War interrupted production. Some towns continued 
making silk well into the 1800s. Canton, Ga., was 
even named after a Chinese silk-producing city. 
However, with the advent of Eli Whitney’s cotton 
gin in 1793, cotton became the dominant textile 
industry in the state.

The image above illustrates workers collecting mulberry leaves to 
feed to silk worms. The golden seal on the opposite page is the 
reverse of the 1733 seal of the Georgia Trustees. It displays a silk 
worm and a cocoon on a mulberry leaf, symbolizing the Georgia 
Trustees’ hope that silk would become a major industry for the 
colony. Both images are courtesy of Ed Jackson.

Engage Fall 2014 v3.indd   7 11/20/14   4:11 PM



engage.ggc.edu   I   5

Inside the Fort 
Hollingsworth-White 
House, Kelley Kimball 
displays a brocade 
pattern similar to 
those that were 
popular at the peak of 
colonial Georgia’s silk 
industry.

1860s and listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

“This was one of my favorite volunteer experiences,” Kimball 

said. “When I cross into the original threshold of the 1793 portion 

of the building, the weight of history settles around my shoulders. 

To imagine that someone stood exactly in the same place more 

than 200 years before is an awe-inspiring feeling. For a moment, a 

bridge spans between me and that person.”

That person’s story, as well as the larger story of the house and 

land, helps to stimulate Kimball’s passion for history. 

“It’s like coming home every time I volunteer there,” she said.   

In addition to off-campus volunteer activities, Kimball had 

work-study jobs in the college’s Center for Teaching Excellence 

and the Office of Development. Her academic success placed her 

on the Dean’s List and the President’s List and qualified her for 

membership in Phi Alpha Theta, the national history honor society. 

She served as president of the Georgia Gwinnett History Club and 

presented research at multiple conferences.  

Her primary research area was colonial Georgia’s silk industry, 

which culminated in her Senior Capstone paper, “Spinning the 

Fabric of Georgia: The Importance of Women and the Colonial 

Silk Enterprise.” She presented this research at the 2014 Annual  

Georgia Association of Historians Conference in Athens and as a 

part of a research group with Gray-White and fellow classmates 

at the 2013 University System of Georgia Teaching and Learning 

Conference.    

After obtaining a Ph.D., Kimball wants to teach at the college 

level, so she can help inspire an appreciation for history and com-

munity in future generations of students.

“Interacting with the local community helps instill connections to 

the environment around us,” Kimball said. “Without maintaining 

our link to the past, we are at risk of losing our identity as a society 

and our connection to what made all that is around us possible.”  

Kimball graduated with honors in the spring of 2014. Still active 

in the community, she serves as a National History Day judge for 

the Georgia Humanities Council. 

Currently conducting contract research for independent clients, 

Kimball is preparing to enter graduate school in 2015. She said she 

hopes to one day return to GGC where she can give back some of all 

that her college experiences have given her. 

Engage Fall 2014 v3.indd   8 11/20/14   4:11 PM



Nursing, STEM  
programs have new 

home at GGC 
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Georgia Governor Nathan Deal 
addresses attendees at a recent 
ribbon-cutting ceremony  
celebrating the opening of the 
college’s new Allied Health and 
Sciences building.
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Georgia Gwinnett Col-

lege recently celebrated 

the opening of its 

much-needed Allied 

Health and Sciences (AHS) building. 

While the facility opened this summer, 

about 200 people attended a September 

ceremony marking this important  

milestone in the growth of the college.

Speakers included Georgia Governor 

Nathan Deal, University System of 

Georgia Chancellor Hank Huckaby and 

Gwinnett Medical Center President  

and CEO Phil Wolfe, indicative of the 

building’s importance to the Gwinnett 

region and the state of Georgia.

The AHS building is important  

for several reasons. It facilitated the  

introduction of GGC’s long-awaited 

nursing program, which requires highly 

customized instructional facilities.

It also accommodates dramatic growth 

in the number of students majoring or tak-

ing courses in STEM (science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics) disciplines. 

Because almost all students must take at 

least one laboratory science course, the 

new building made the college’s contin-

ued overall growth possible. Without the 

facility, Georgia Gwinnett’s enrollment 

would have been restricted due to the lack 

of laboratory space. In fact, it was calcu-

lated in 2006 that GGC would run out of 

laboratory capacity when it reached 6,000 

students. The AHS building will enable 

GGC to enroll up to about 11,700 students. 

Nursing fulfills promise
to community 

“When Georgia Gwinnett was established, 

the college made a commitment to the 

Gwinnett community to provide a  

baccalaureate degree in nursing,” said  

Dr. Diane White, dean of the School of 

Health Sciences (SHS). “This building 

makes this program possible.”

According to a Georgia Senate study, 

the state may face a shortage of 37,000 

nurses in a few short years.

GGC enrolled its first 31 nursing 

students this fall, and will enroll about 

30 each fall and spring semester until it 

reaches its maximum enrollment of 120. 

The classes are small due to the students’ 

need for detailed personal attention. The 

SHS expects to graduate 60 new nurses 

each year (see related story, page 10).

STEM outpaces 
campus growth 

“The number of STEM majors at GGC is 

increasing at a greater rate than GGC’s 

overall growth,” said Dr. Thomas 

Mundie, dean of the School of Science 

and Technology (SST). “In the last four 

years, GGC has grown by an astounding 

103 percent, but in that same time period, 

STEM majors at GGC have grown by an 

even greater 135 percent.”

One reason for this growth is that the 

region offers a wide range of employment 

opportunities for students with degrees 

in STEM disciplines, with increased job 

availability well into the future. Many 

STEM careers offer high salaries, making 

them attractive to students. 

As one of the fastest-growing  

institutions in Georgia, GGC is key to 

meeting the employment needs of the 

thriving STEM industries of the region, 

state and beyond. GGC’s degree programs 

were selected to align with the needs and 

opportunities of Gwinnett County and 

Atlanta’s northeastern metropolitan area. 

The SST offers bachelor degrees in biology, 

chemistry, exercise science, information 

technology and mathematics.

The need for large
spaces
Nursing and STEM instruction share a 

critical need – space.

“It takes more square footage to teach 

a nursing or STEM student than those in 

most other majors,” said Dr. Lois C. Rich-

ardson, interim senior vice president for 

Academic and Student Affairs and provost. 

“Laboratories and clinical learning spaces 

“Georgia Gwinnett College’s new Allied Health and 

Sciences building will help move our state’s economy 

forward, as today’s students are tomorrow’s  

workforce. With smaller class sizes and the latest  

technology, Georgia students will get the support they 

need to succeed in our most in-demand fields.”

– Governor Nathan Deal

continued on next page
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are very large, and require equally large ar-

eas for supplies and service. The technology 

needed to support laboratory and clinical 

instruction also requires a lot of room.”

To accommodate an intermediate level 

of growth, GGC constructed the $7 million, 

24,000-sq. ft. Instructional Laboratory Fa-

cility in 2011. This structure was designed 

for incorporation into the AHS building 

and opened for the 2011 fall semester in 

time to serve about 8,000 students. 

Ground was broken on the $30 million, 

91,000-sq. ft. AHS building in early 2013. 

It was funded through the Georgia 2013 

fiscal year budget.

Combined, the completed AHS project 

includes 115,000 sq. ft. and contains  

four physics laboratories, eight biology 

laboratories, nine chemistry laboratories, 

five anatomy and physiology laboratories, 

and one lab each for exercise science, 

IT systems, computational sciences and 

digital media. 

Some laboratories are configured to 

serve multiple disciplines, allowing  

flexibility in scheduling. The biology and 

chemistry laboratories are serviced via 

large, central, secured corridors, where 

staff and faculty prepare and store  

materials, supplies and equipment.

The nursing program is supported by 

a state-of-the-art Simulation Suite with 

a central control room equipped with 

wireless technology for managing patient 

bed simulations. It also contains a 14-bed 

Nursing Skills Laboratory that resembles 

a large intensive care unit, complete with 

a nurses’ station.

In addition, the building contains three 

classrooms, eight student study/commons 

areas, 36 faculty offices and the SST 

and SHS administrative offices. It also 

contains a laboratory for the psychology 

program, which is offered through the 

School of Liberal Arts.

“Moving to the AHS building also 

allowed GGC to add more than 70,000 

sq. ft. of undergraduate research space in 

Building A,” Mundie said. Undergradu-

ate research experiences are of particular 

importance to STEM students (see related 

story below).

Continuing GGC’s
unique style

The AHS building was designed to mirror 

the unique, modern architectural style of 

other campus buildings.

It features an exterior of brick and 

metal, and has a curved, glass curtain wall 

that complements the curves of the Library 

and Learning Center, Student Center 

and signature building. Its main entrance 

opens into a dramatic three-story atrium 

containing the main staircase and unique 

lighting fixtures that look like beams of 

sunlight striking the walls and ceilings. 

The AHS building is positioned on the 

eastern side of the college’s central lawn 

and has an enclosed courtyard between 

the new portion and the instructional 

laboratory wing. 

Georgia Gwinnett is unique as it offers undergraduate research 
experiences to all STEM majors, no matter their academic year.

“At most institutions, undergraduates are not offered research 
opportunities until their junior or senior years,” said Dr. Thomas 
Mundie, dean of the School of Science and Technology. “We 
provide all of our students such opportunities, even freshmen.”

Undergraduate research experiences expose students to the 
kinds of questions they will encounter in the real-world work 
environment, challenge them to solve problems, enable them 
to hone their technical and critical thinking skills, and possibly 
uncover hidden talents or reveal new interests.

Students may choose research projects for many reasons.  
Faculty might encourage students to pursue certain projects. 
Class-related exercises might incite interest in a particular  
project, or students may come up with research ideas on their 
own. Faculty mentors then guide the students through their 
research. Some projects may take a few months, while others 
might last years. 

“Often, undergraduate research helps students better focus 
their career goals. A student might be planning a future in 
biochemistry, but a research project may inspire a passion for 
microbiology,” Mundie said. “Research also may lead students 
to pursue additional bachelor degrees or even graduate school.”

Undergraduate research expands student experience

“This magnificent structure is the result of thousands of 

hours of effort by GGC’s team of specialists from facilities/

engineering, logistics, space management, educational 

technology, finance, security, advancement, academic 

affairs and more. Our entire community owes them our 

thanks for their outstanding efforts in bringing this  

exceptional building into academic service.”

– Dr. Stas Preczewski, President, GGC

continued from page 7
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Many GGC students have made research presentations at 
prestigious scientific conferences, co-authored scientific papers 
and even been included on patents arising from research  
projects conducted with faculty.

“This is incredible experience,” Mundie said. “Students can 
jump-start their careers and network with professionals in their 
chosen field. They don’t have to wait until graduating from 
college to make a real contribution to the expansion of human 
knowledge. They can make discoveries right now, at GGC.”

GGC already is producing a significant number of educated  
and skilled STEM professionals for the Gwinnett County and 
northeast Atlanta region. About one-third of the degrees  
awarded by the college in the last year were in STEM fields. 

By offering undergraduate research for all STEM students, 
the college ensures that its graduates are better prepared to 
compete for employment opportunities and to contribute to the 
region’s STEM-related industries.

engage.ggc.edu   I   9
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“Ours is Georgia’s first program designed 

to be concept-based from its beginning, 

and only one of two in the state,” said 

Sharon Grason, PhD(c), RN, director of 

the nursing program, part of the School of 

Health Sciences (SHS). “Combined with 

the program’s selectivity, this approach 

will instill a high level of prestige and 

credibility in a GGC nursing degree.”

Included in the college’s plans since its 

inception, the long-awaited BSN program 

enrolled its charter class this semester. 

While it is a four-year degree program, 

GGC students pursuing nursing are 

Nursing instructors and students practice skills in the Interactive Clinical Learning Center, which re-
sembles a large intensive care unit complete with a nurses’ station.

nursing program of choice
With new, high-tech instructional facilities in the Allied Health 

and Sciences building and a rare educational approach,  

Georgia Gwinnett College has a lofty goal – to have  the  

baccalaureate nursing program of choice in Georgia and the 

premier program in the Southeast.

10   I   Georg ia  Gwinnet t  Co l lege

“It is important to train nurses to work 
in the environment they will encounter in 
actual clinical settings.”            – Grason

GGC establishes Georgia’s
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enrolled in “pre-nursing” for their first 

two years. They must apply to the BSN 

program for their junior and senior years. 

Only 30 students are accepted into the 

program each fall and spring semester. 

Once accepted, they will take on-campus 

courses and clinical rotations in  

real-world health care environments like 

hospitals and community settings. 

Flipping the classroom
New nursing students attend a three-day 

“boot camp.” Uncommon among nursing 

programs, this comprehensive orientation 

prepares students for success. They learn 

what to expect from clinical experiences 

and e-resources, how nursing is different 

from other degree programs and how 

to manage GGC’s innovative “flipped 

classroom.”

“In a flipped classroom environment, 

homework is done first and class time is 

used for application activities related to 

the ‘pre-class’ work. All instruction is done 

outside of class,” said Grason. To effi-

ciently prepare students for class, instruc-

tors highlight specific sections in online 

textbooks and provide online lectures. 

“Students view online materials before 

class, where they participate in hands-on, 

laboratory and simulation activities that 

reinforce conceptual learning,” she said. 

“With no lecture, they experience the joy 

of the noisy classroom, as we instructors 

actively interact with our students.” 

Another unique feature in GGC’s 

nursing program is the mandatory use of 

laptops and e-texts for learning. 

GGC’s program is supported by an 

Interactive Clinical Learning Center 

(ICLC), including a Simulation Suite with 

four simulation labs equipped with wire-

less technology for managing patient bed 

simulations. The simulation mannequins 

are so life-like they mimic virtually any 

medical situation, even childbirth. 

Control rooms with one-way mirrors 

allow faculty to facilitate patient scenarios 

and video students as they work with 

the simulators. The suite has electronic 

patient medication dispensing systems 

students will use in giving medications.

The ICLC also contains a 14-bed 

Nursing Skills Laboratory resembling 

a large intensive care unit, complete 

with a nurses’ station. All students learn 

electronic health records through the use 

of a software that will be used both in the 

clinical settings and program laboratories. 

“It is important to train nurses to work 

in the environment they will encounter 

in actual clinical settings,” said Grason. 

“We will prepare our students to func-

tion effectively in health care’s dynamic, 

multi-disciplinary and highly interactive 

work environments.” Even the design of 

the program’s two classrooms facilitates 

collaborative, group activities.

engage.ggc.edu   I   11

nursing program of choice

continued on next page

Nursing student Brad 
Morrison talks with 
Dr. Judy Bradberry, 
professor of nursing, 
while nursing faculty 
and students practice 
clinical activities on 
mannequins in two 
of the Nursing Skills 
Laboratory’s 14 patient 
care beds.
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Unlike other college degree programs, nurs-

ing has a decades-long heritage of rich and 

meaningful traditions and symbolism. 

“Because of the need for caring for the sick and 

injured, nursing has both religious and military roots, 

so many of nursing’s traditions grew from there,” said 

Sharon Grason, PhD(c), RN, director of the nursing 

program. “We even refer to work as being ‘in the 

trenches.’”

Traditions create a close bond between nursing 

students and their faculty, building relationships that 

grow beyond the classroom and into the workplace. 

Nurses share a camaraderie that sustains the teamwork, 

determination and perspective needed to work in 

situations frequently dealing with life and death. The 

profession’s traditions and symbols reflect this sense of 

purpose and spirit.

Program Seal 
Each nursing school or program has its own unique 

seal, which is used on all official materials related to 

that program. GGC’s nursing program seal contains a 

significant nursing symbol – the lamp of knowledge. 

The design names the college and School of Health 
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Meeting a growing need
The GGC program is well-positioned to provide skilled employ-

ees for the rapidly growing health care industry. However, it also 

will play a critical role in meeting a looming, immediate goal for 

increasing the number of BSN-degreed nurses.

Research indicates that a hospital staff of BSN-degreed nurses 

is associated with decreased medical complications and length of 

hospital stay. This means that BSNs are important to patients and 

patient care, and a key to controlling rising health care costs.

With input from a multi-disciplinary team of health care 

professionals, the Institute of Medicine established an aggressive, 

industry-changing goal of requiring that 80 percent of all bedside 

nurses have BSNs by 2020. Currently, 60 percent of bedside 

nurses at the nation’s hospitals are at the associate degree level. 

“GGC’s graduates will be well-prepared for the increased  

opportunities for BSN nurses,” said Grason. “The job market 

could not be any better for them.”

However, the goal also requires that a very large number of 

RN, LPN and associate-degreed nurses must further their educa-

tion within only six years. 

“Some health care employers are no longer accepting applica-

tions from nurses with less than a BSN,” said Grason. “Some 

employers have given their current nurses strict deadlines to enroll 

in a BSN program. This creates a dramatic, immediate need.”

To help meet this goal, the SHS plans to introduce a special  

RN-to-BSN program in the near future. This one-year program 

will build upon students’ existing RN-level education. However, 

RN students must take non-nursing prerequisite college courses 

necessary to earn their bachelor degrees. This will require that RN 

students enroll at GGC in advance so they can begin taking their 

pre-requisites. In anticipation of the planned program, Grason 

said prospective RNs can begin taking prerequisite classes now. 

For more information www.ggc.edu/nursing.

Find out  

what inspires the  

members of GGC’s historic  

charter nursing class, in  

their own words. Visit  

www.ggc.edu/iwant  

tobeanurse

continued from page 11 RNursing 
Program:
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Sciences, and includes the acronym, BSN, to represent 

the bachelor’s degree in nursing. It also notes that the 

program was established in 2013. The seal uses  

Georgia Gwinnett’s school colors of green and gray.

The Lamp of Knowledge
The most cherished symbol of nursing is the lamp, 

which represents Florence Nightingale caring for 

battle-injured patients by lamplight during the  

Crimean War in the mid-1850s. Considered the founder 

of modern nursing, “The Lady with the Lamp,” is 

remembered through the celebration of International 

Nurses Day on her birthday. The service pledge taken 

by nurses is based on the original Nightingale Pledge.

The nursing lamp resembles what most people 

would recognize as a “genie” lamp and burns oil. 

While different nursing programs alter the lamp’s 

look slightly, it is always pictured with a flame – the 

flame of eternal knowledge. With the flame, the lamp 

becomes “the lamp of knowledge.”

The GGC lamp of knowledge is stylized,  

representing the college’s modernity.

Uniforms
Nursing students wear white, as the color is symbolic 

of nursing. GGC’s uniforms will display the  

program’s seal as a patch sewn onto the left sleeve.  

A patch is shown on page 10.

Caring Hands
Hands are another important symbol representing 

how nurses provide care. Nurses often participate in 

ceremonies that bless or dedicate hands.

New nursing students at Georgia Gwinnett are 

welcomed by a ceremony that includes a dedication 

of hands. The ceremony also includes the pinning  

of the students’ name badges on their uniforms,  

symbolizing their entry into the nursing program. 

Graduate Composite Portraits
Nursing schools and programs recognize each  

graduating class by displaying large framed collec-

tions of graduate portraits. These composite pieces 

hang permanently within the school, to celebrate the 

program and the many nurses trained there.

“Usually, these composites are only done to  

recognize students upon completion of the program, 

but our charter year classes – those entering the fall of 

2014 and spring of 2015 – will be honored with special 

composites,” Grason said.

Pinning Ceremony
Also upon graduation, nursing students are honored 

through a ceremony during which they receive a 

lamp and a candle and their nursing pin. Similar to 

the seal, the GGC pin is oval and also incorporates a 

pair of hands. 

“On our pin, two caring hands hold up the lamp 

of knowledge to others, symbolizing our students’ 

responsibility to carry the lamp and pass on the 

knowledge,” said Grason.

Nurses usually wear their pins for the rest of their 

careers, no matter where they work, as a reminder of 

where they received their training and of all proud 

nursing traditions.

Above: From the podium, Bob Duval, 
chaplain with Gwinnett Medical Center, 
presides over the dedication of hands 
portion of the charter nursing class 
dedication ceremony, held at the  
beginning of fall semester.

Left: The GGC nursing pin is a meaningful  
symbol graduates will wear their entire careers.

ich    R with Tradition

Left: Dr. Susan Walsh, associate professor of nursing (center), 
demonstrates for a student how much pressure is needed to 
feel a pulse.
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Education Program Receives 

National 
Accreditation

Selma Kebo pauses for a  
portrait in the classroom  
where she received her student 
teaching experiences while a  
student at Georgia Gwinnett.

In only its fourth year, the School of 
Education (SOE) has received national 
accreditation from the National Council 
for Accreditation of Teacher Education 
(NCATE) through the Council for the  
Accreditation of Educator Preparation. 
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inspirationK E B O  S H A R E S

W I T H  H E R  S T U D E N T S

Many education majors pursue teaching because they were inspired by their own 

teachers. Such is the case for Selma Kebo, whose parents immigrated to the United 

States from Bosnia and Herzegovina so their children would have access to better 

opportunities. Throughout her childhood, Kebo attended Gwinnett County Public 

Schools, for which her parents work as custodians. 

“Teaching connects the generations in a way that is unique,” said Dr. Cathy Moore, 

dean of the School of Education. “We frequently see students who appreciate how 

their teachers made a difference in their lives. They feel called to do the same because 

they know how important they can be to the lives of their own students.”

“I was not the smartest student,” Kebo said. “I was inspired to work hard by how 

my teachers pushed me and believed in me. I want to share that inspiration with  

future generations. My decision to become a teacher stems from what my teachers 

and GGC professors have instilled in me.”

While studying for a degree in early childhood education, Kebo worked in  

childcare at Gold’s Gym. She completed her education in four years and graduated 

with honors as the first member of her family to earn a bachelor’s degree.  

Kebo now teaches fourth grade at Lilburn Elementary School, passing on the  

inspiration she experienced at that age. 
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Coupled with the college’s 
partnership with Gwinnett 
County Public Schools 
(GCPS), the distinction  
positions the SOE to be one  
of the state’s most prominent 
education programs.

“We are very pleased to have 
achieved NCATE accredita-
tion so early in the school’s 
existence,” said Dr. Cathy 
Moore, dean of the School of 
Education. “It is the national 
standard of excellence in 
educator preparation.”  Only 
a little more than half of the 
nation’s education programs 
are accredited.

NCATE is the mechanism 
through which colleges 
demonstrate a commitment 
to high-quality educator 
preparation with the end goal 
of improving P-12 student 
achievement.

NCATE accreditation involves 
a voluntary peer review pro-
cess that evaluates every facet 
of a college that is responsible 
for educator preparation. The 
review is based on research-
based national standards 
developed by all sectors of  
the teaching profession. 

The SOE offers bachelor of 
science in education degrees 
in both early childhood educa-
tion and special education. In 
addition, GGC has a teacher 
certification track for students 
majoring in biology, English, 
history, mathematics and  
political science. These  
programs are approved  
by the Georgia Professional 
Standards Commission.

The school has a uniquely 
close working relationship 
with the Gwinnett County 
school system, ensuring  
local student teacher place-
ments. GGC students are 
placed exclusively in GCPS 
schools for all of their field 
and clinical experiences.

“We are very fortunate that 
we are located in the same 
community with a high-quality, 
award-winning local school 
system,” Moore said. “GCPS 
educators and administrators 
have been integrally involved 
in the development of our ed-
ucator preparation programs. 
As a result, our students have 
extensive opportunities to 
develop their teaching skills 
in outstanding educational 
environments. With rich  

diversity and world-class 
schools, Gwinnett County is 
a great place to learn to be a 
21st century educator.”

Moore also said she is proud 
that the SOE team has cre-
ated a talent pipeline through 
which GCPS high school 
graduates can attend Georgia 
Gwinnett for educator prepa-
ration. Many GGC education 
majors have become  
employed by the county 
school system.

“Through our program, our 
students come to truly un-
derstand the school district’s 
approach to education,” she 
said. “Our graduates are 
ready for the first year of 
teaching, and because they 
have completed experiences 

in a variety of GCPS schools, 
they are comfortable teaching 
in any location.”

The educator preparation 
programs at Georgia  
Gwinnett have grown  
rapidly over the past four 
years. More than 300 students 
have graduated from the SOE, 
with another 150 expected to 
graduate by the end of the 
2015 spring semester. 

More than half of GGC’s  
education graduates are 
currently employed in Gwin-
nett County schools.  With the 
continuing growth of the  
county, GCPS hires a sub-
stantial number of teachers 
each year, thus resulting in 
excellent job placement for 
the college’s graduates. 
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Brandon Seay is not an average student.

A sophomore pursuing a bachelor’s de-

gree in biology, he not only works hard on 

his studies, he also works to accumulate 

experiences that enhance and expand his 

education. For example, this summer, Seay 

was accepted to the immersive education 

program at the Highlands Biological Sta-

tion in Highlands, N.C. and participated in 

the intense, two-week field course, “Biol-

ogy of Southern Appalachian Fishes.” He 

also is active in community service. 

Elease Dillard is far from typical, as 

well. A junior majoring in biology, she has 

twice been accepted to participate in the 

GGC Honors
Program

challenges
motivated
students
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prestigious Morehouse School of Medi-

cine Neuroscience Institute’s Summer 

Research Program, and this past summer, 

she was selected for the National Institute 

on Drug Abuse’s Summer Research 

Program. For 10 weeks, she focused on 

substance abuse treatments and related 

communications and marketing at the 

University of California in San Francisco. 

More recently, her peers at GGC elected 

her president of the campus’ Golden Key 

International Honour Society chapter.

Students like Seay and Dillard want 

more from their college experience.

It is for students like these that Georgia 

Gwinnett College offers its Honors Pro-

gram, which provides qualified students 

an integrated educational experience and 

enhanced opportunities in scholarship, 

service, leadership and creativity – the 

college’s four pillars.

“The GGC Honors Program challenges 

students of distinction to discover the 

deepest meanings of these pillars and 

apply them to their studies, potential 

careers and daily lives,” said Dr. Jennifer 

Wunder, director of the Honors Program.

Members participate in a rich and var-

ied set of curricular and extra-curricular 

experiences that challenge them academi-

cally, develop their creativity, foster their 

commitment to civic engagement and 

enhance their leadership skills.

The program is selective, representing 

only about one percent of the student 

population drawn from across the college 

and its degree programs.

“This program is specifically designed 

for those students who want the most out 

of college,” Wunder said. “They under-

stand that these are the years during which 

they can develop and strengthen skills and 

perspectives that will better prepare them 

for future success. Most of our members 

have impressive goals for their lives and 

they know their Honors Program experi-

ences will help them reach those goals.”

The program’s activities are wide-

ranging, appealing to numerous interests 

and enabling students to explore and 

build various skills while expanding their 

horizons. Opportunities include field 

trips, dining discussions with faculty and 

subject matter experts, meetings with 

state and national leaders, professional- 

and leadership-oriented workshops, 

cultural events and much more – even 

white water rafting.

“We also offer our students assistance 

with scholarship applications and  

support students pursuing research, 

internships, and scholarly publications,” 

Wunder said. “Our students have present-

ed at a variety of conferences, including 

the National Collegiate Honors Council’s 

national conference, and some have won 

awards for their work or earned regional, 

state, and national internships, research 

fellowships and scholarships. We are 

excited to see how these students excel in 

pursuit of their dreams.”   

 

Honors Program Benefits
•  Honors versions of several core  

curriculum classes, designated 
as such on student transcripts

•  Honors seminar for first-year  
students

•  Interdisciplinary Honors  
seminars for advanced  
undergraduate study

•  Honors Learning Lounge

 

The Honors Program classes provide 

a close-knit, student-centered learning 

experience with enrollments capped at 20. 

Faculty emphasize in-depth discussions, 

guest speakers, and hands-on learning. 

Students also explore topics of study via 

field trips, creative projects, and other 
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“Being in the GGC Honors Program  
has taught me to dig deeper and pursue 
the highest level of development and 
achievement as a student, and to serve and 
lead others to their greatest potential.” 

                                                             – Seay, ‘17 

Sisters India and Elease  
Dillard, both biology majors, 
glance toward the camera 
as they participate with other 
GGC Honors Program mem-
bers in the American Cancer 
Society’s candlelight “Walk 
of Honor,” which celebrates 
cancer survivors during the 
annual Relay for Life.

continued on next page
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experiences that go beyond traditional 

lectures and textbooks.

Students also participate in community 

activities and service, such as the Ameri-

can Cancer Society’s “Relay for Life.”

“I have particularly enjoyed participat-

ing in numerous events and projects that 

serve the local Lawrenceville community 

such as Gwinnett County’s Great Days of 

Service, and I am also a devoted volunteer 

at GGC’s Community Garden,” Seay said.

Recently, Honors Program members 

built a creative mechanism to pour three 

buckets of ice water at once onto  

individuals who wanted to participate in 

the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge.

“Even simple, fun projects enable stu-

dents to develop skills like organization, 

planning and leadership,” Wunder said.

The group’s next big project is  

producing the college’s first-ever  

theatrical production, Shakespeare’s  

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” As both 

cast and crew, the students are working 

with experts from the Aurora Theatre  

to organize, market, and produce  

the play.

Honors Program members may  

graduate from the College “with honors” 

and their Honors Program membership 

noted on their transcripts and diplomas  

if they demonstrate:

•  A minimum GPA of 3.5 in college-level 

courses.

•  Commitment to leadership, creativity, 

scholarship and service.

•  Mastery of the program’s learning 

outcomes, which include creative and 

critical thinking, civic engagement and 

effective, multi-modal communication

•  Active engagement at GGC and in 

the Honors Program for at least four 

semesters. Members also wear a  

special medallion as part of their  

commencement regalia.

Of course, what really matters is that 

the program succeeds in helping its 

members achieve more from their  

college experience.

“This program has allowed me to 

integrate my ideas and interests. More 

importantly, it has encouraged and  

challenged me to wholly define and 

surpass what engagement means in a 

broader, more thorough context, both as 

a student and member of the local and 

global community,” said Seay.  “Being 

in the GGC Honors Program has taught 

me to dig deeper and pursue the highest 

level of development and achievement 

as a student and to serve and lead others 

to their greatest potential.”  
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A team of Honors Program members  created and constructed a unique device that efficiently poured 
ice water onto multiple people as part of the recent national “ALS Ice Bucket Challenge.”

continued from page 17
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When GGC alumnus Tyler 
Henry, 24, brought a group 
of middle school students to 

GGC for a tour this past spring, his bus 
encountered unexpected detours due 
to building construction. But with a bit of 
creative maneuvering, Henry continued 
the tour via the “scenic route.” 
 It’s not surprising that the 2012 GGC 
graduate is resourceful. His participation 
in GGC’s education program granted him 
not only valuable in-class lessons, but 
also extensive field experience through 
GGC’s partnership with Gwinnett County 
Public Schools (GCPS) 
 “I’ve never had a moment where I felt 
unprepared,” said Henry, who is certified 
to teach multiple subjects like language 
arts, math, science and now, college 
tour guide extraordinaire. Now a special 
education teacher at Sweetwater Middle 
School in Lawrenceville, Henry employs 
his critical-thinking skills and brings to 
bear creative solutions on a daily basis. 

One of those solutions was conducting 
an online crowd-funding appeal to raise 
money for 40 special education students, 
grades six through eight, to tour GGC. 
 Educators like Henry assist special 
education students with reading compre-
hension, cognitive processing or behavior 
disorders. While some might not think 
higher education is possible for such 
students, Henry is certain that college is 
not beyond their reach within an environ-
ment where they can find learning support 
dedicated to helping them succeed – an 
environment like that provided by GGC. 
 The college tour provided an opportu-
nity for the students to dream and think 
about college as a real possibility. 
 Henry said his favorite part of the tour 
was, “watching their jaws drop,” when the 
students walked into classrooms outfit-
ted with the latest technology or saw the 
library’s three stories of resources and 
private study rooms. 
 The visiting students were fascinated 

by the prospect of choosing their own 
class times, selecting teachers, enjoying 
the all-you-can-eat options in the Student 
Center dining hall and living in the  
residence halls. 
 “After a week, they were still going 
on about it,” said Henry. “They want to 
do whatever they need to attend GGC.” 
First, these future Grizzlies must gradu-
ate from high school, another purposeful 
reason for Henry’s tour. With college now 
a realistic possibility in their minds, they 
have incentive to finish high school. 
 “I really wanted to do something  
meaningful, so I can come home every 
day and say a kid is different because of 
something I did,” Henry said of his  
decision to become a teacher. 
 Clearly, Henry is well on his way to-
ward achieving his goal.
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Alumnus INSPIRES his students
to consider college Tyler Henry, ‘12, center, with a few  

of the 40 students he brought to visit  

the campus, on the stair landing  

overlooking the Library and  

Learning Center’s Information  

Commons.
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White memorializes husband with  

    endowed 
scholarship

Jaclyn White is busy. When she is not making custom jewelry 

or trying other crafts, attending events at the Braselton  

Gallery or speaking to audiences about one of her books, she 

is traipsing across the state, researching historical markers for her 

next book project. 

White wanted to be a writer since she was young. Not one 

to be confined to just one interest, she wrote feature articles for 

newspapers and regional and national magazines for about 20 

years. Her books include two biographies, two true crime books, 

two novels and a book about herbs. Her next book will feature 

what one can discover following the paths both of General  

Sherman’s flanks took as they marched across Georgia.

A native of Chattanooga, Tenn., she spent most of her younger 

years in DeKalb County, Ga. After spending some time in college, 

she started a career in law enforcement in Gwinnett County,  

serving as a patrol officer and even a homicide detective. She 

later worked as a juvenile court investigator and as a court admin-

istrator. She supervised the Gwinnett County Juvenile Clerk, Pro-

bation and Intake departments, overseeing about 30 employees. 

She still found time to write, and by the time she retired, she 

had already published one book. 

“I had things to do,” she said.

One of those things was establishing a memorial scholarship 

at Georgia Gwinnett College in honor of her husband, Carl D. 

White, Sr., who worked in law enforcement in Gwinnett County 

for 30 years and died in 2010. 

To White, establishing the scholarship was a natural  

decision. The Carl D. White, Sr. Scholarship Fund provides 

support for GGC students who are dependent children of  

full-time employees of the Gwinnett County Police Department, 

the Gwinnett County Sheriff’s Office, city police jurisdictions 

located within Gwinnett County or Gwinnett County Public 

Schools resource officers. Preference is given to those with 

financial need. Recipients must maintain a minimum grade 

point average. 

“I wanted his name and memory to continue, and be  

associated with something that would continue to do good,” 

White said. “As an endowment, this mechanism is in place.  

It will go on after I am gone.”

The principal of an endowed scholarship fund is invested, and 

a portion of its interest is used to pay out the scholarship itself. 

Since White started the fund, numerous friends and colleagues 

have contributed to it. 

“I am doing what my husband 

would want done. He spent his life 

helping people. This scholarship is 

an extension of that.”                                          
– White

Jaclyn White sells her books and hand-crafted jewelry at the Braselton 
Gallery, a showcase for local artists and crafters.

White creates custom metal jewelry to which  
she often assigns inspirational meanings.

HOLLY

Sometimes hope  
is all that’s left.  

Sometimes that’s enough.  
Holly means hope.
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A Georgia Gwinnett tradition, dozens of faculty, student, staff and community 
volunteers help students and their families move into their rooms in the residence 
halls the week before fall semester classes begin.

A Gwinnett County firefighter instructs a student how to properly 
use a fire extinguisher during the college’s annual Safety Day.

Hundreds of Georgia 
Gwinnett College students 
recently viewed solar 
flares and sun spots with 
the help of telescopes 
provided by the Charlie 
Bates Solar Astronomy 
Project, invited to  
campus by Dr. Lawrence  
Krumenaker, instructor  
of physics.

Olivia Ehiwe, a senior business major, and Samuel Mendoza, a senior in 
English, are serving as the college’s first Miss and Mr. GGC. They and 
other members of the GGC Royal Court serve as student ambassadors.

Two anatomy and physiology students construct a DNA molecule model.

The Gallery

Engage Fall 2014 v3.indd   24 11/20/14   4:12 PM



Office of Public Affairs
1000 University Center Lane
Lawrenceville, Georgia 30043

Georgia Gwinnett College  
is an accredited access  
institution offering targeted 
baccalaureate degrees  
meeting the economic  
development needs of  
the growing and diverse  
population of Gwinnett  
County and the northeast 
Atlanta metropolitan region.  
Visit www.ggc.edu.

Connect with us

Most ethnically diverse Southern regional college
2015 U.S. News & World Report College Compass

To support GGC, visit 
www.ggc.edu/giveCongratulations GGC!
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