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our	colleagues	in	other	disciplines	

sometimes	help	history	students.” 

					Research	sometimes	involves	

poster	presentations	at	various	

conferences.		In	his	years	at	GGC,	Dr.	

Michael	Gagnon	has	annually	

encouraged	students	to	present	

research	papers	and	give	poster	

presentations	at	the	(GAH)	Georgia	

Association	of	Historians.		“Students	

learn	more	from	doing	research	than	

they	do	from	listening	to	lectures,”	

said	Gagnon.		“By	investing	their	

time,	students	acquire	skills	that	will	

carry	them	through	life.”		

					Papers	arising	out	of	classes	and	

then	revised	offer	one	form	of	

research	presentation.		For	instance,	

Shannon	Peterman’s	(see	sidebar)	

paper	originated	out	of	a	class	taught	

by	Mazin	Tadros.		She	later	re.ined	it	

and	presented	it	at	the	Intersections	

Conference	held	at	GGC.		Others	

presented	topics	that	evolved	from	

class	papers.	(Cont	p.	4)	
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Some	of	the	students	presenting	at	the	Georgia	Association	of	

Historians	in	February	included,	from	left:	Collin	Scanlan,	Laura	

Valiani,	Garrett	Williams,	Mallory	Holt,	and	Caitlyn	Hanrahan.	

					The	history	major	prepares	

students	for	numerous	careers.		

While	teaching	remains	foremost	in	

the	popular	imagination,	history	

majors	across	the	United	States	.ind	

themselves	in	a	number	of	careers	

that	involve	research	in	some	

capacity	or	another.		Faculty-to-

student	mentoring	and	collaboration	

on	research	thus	plays	a	vital	role	in	

preparing	students	for	life	beyond	

the	bachelor’s	degree.	

					Those	students	who	are	not	

Teacher	Education	majors	face	the	

requirement	of	producing	a	senior	

research	project	in	the	culminating	

Capstone	course,	but	all	History	

majors	bene.it	from	their	research.									

					“GGC’s	Historians	have	already	

established	a	tradition	of	working	

with	students	on	research	projects,”	

observed	History	Point	of	Contact,	

Richard	Rawls.		“We	work	not	only		

with	history	students,	but	also	with	

students	from	other	majors	just	as	 

Two GGC Students 

Win Awards 

					Two	Georgia	Gwinnett	College	

History	Majors,	Shannon	Peterman	

and	Kelley	Kimball,	recently	

received	awards	for	the	papers	

presented	at	the	3rd	Annual	

Intersections	Conference	held	on		

March	29,	2014,	at	GGC.		Peterman,	

immediately	below	at	right,	wrote	

on	the	Evolution	of	Women’s	Rights	

in	Southeast		

Asia.		Kimball,	

below	right,	

wrote	on	the	

importance	of	

women	and	

the	colonial	

silk	business	

in	Georgia.	

She	also	

presented	at	

the	GAH.		"We	

are	always	

impressed	

with	the	quality	of	our	students’	

work	at	Intersections,”	said	Rachel	

Bowser,	Conference	Coordinator.		

“We	are	excited	to	see	how	they	

further	develop	their	ideas.”		



Dr. Richard Rawls has taught at GGC 

since 2008.  Recent publications include a 

book review on a new translation of 

Marcus Aurelius’ Meditations with 

Cambridge University Press’ Classical 

Review and an article/entry on Vegetius.  

Forthcoming publications include two 

separate book chapters (on Marcus 

Aurelius and on Oral examinations in 

class settings) and an encyclopedia 

article on the Visigoths in John Wiley 

Press’ Encyclopedia of Empire.  

Ex Libris:  From the Bookshelves of GGC Historians 

“History is a Means of Access to Ourselves,” Lynn White Jr., Professor of Medieval History                          P. 2 

       A book by Josef Pieper called Leisure the Basis of 

Culture has influenced my thinking lately.  Pieper argues 

that Western Civilization has so internalized the so-called 

“Protestant work ethic” that we now work mostly for the 

sake of work.  While this has led to unparalleled levels of 

productivity, Pieper worries that we are losing our souls 

and our individuality in the process.  To counter this trend, 

Pieper made various arguments about leisure as the basis 

of “culture.”  Pieper has a point.  We 

may literally be working ourselves to 

death with less to show for it than 

we think.  I have been meditating on 

Pieper’s book and trying to 

incorporate its insights into my life.  

For example, my work is more 

efficient and thoughtful when I am 

well rested.  

     My interest in a healthy work and life balance was 

recently influenced by a student’s research.  She wanted to 

work on issues related to the ancient Greek family, 

household, and women.  Last summer I recommended a 

book by Xenophon, the Athenian “gentleman,” aristocrat, 

horse breeder, and friend of Socrates.  Since I agreed to 

help her on her senior thesis and I assigned Xenophon, I 

knew that I needed to re-read not just Xenophon’s 

Oeconomicus but his entire corpus of writings.  I am 

almost finished, but I read Oeconomicus first. 

     I am glad that I read Xenophon because he has 

stimulated my thinking on the issues I mention above.  I 

would not have indeed gone back to consult Xenophon 

without the student’s research interests.  Xenophon’s 

Oeconomicus derives from the Greek words οικος or 

“house” and νομος “norms, laws, customs, behaviors, etc.”  

In short, the words when combined can best refer to 

“household management.” 

     Scholars used to question the value of Xenophon.  One 

commented, “he could have scarcely told us anything if he 

had written nothing at all.”  It is unfortunate when scholars 

discount works because they lack the imagination to dig 

deeper and find historical meaning.  And, in this case, the 

Oeconomicus is so transparent as to be immediately helpful. 

     In discussing household management, Xenophon’s 

character, Ischomachus, argues that training remains the key.  

Without proper training and the ability to discern where 

things belong (and to what categories they belong), one will 

not have leisure.  Discernment is 

therefore one of the keys.  According 

to Xenophon, another key is to 

become so organized that one has to 

deal with things as infrequently as 

possible.  That may sound odd at 

first, so I’ll explain.  Any of us who 

has kept mounds and mounds of 

disorganized stuff around knows the 

frustration of wasting time rifling through those stacks to find 

something important.  Xenophon’s Ischomachus advises us to 

immediately file the item away in its proper place.  Then, we 

would know where it was from the beginning!  Finally, 

Xenophon’s Socrates (the same one as in Plato) suggests that 

limiting desires enables us to more reasonably enjoy leisure.  

Sounds contradictory?  Not really.  If we expect more out of 

life than our resources enable us to have, then the things we 

desire end up owning us!  Now, I just need to find the rest to 

enjoy my theoretically newfound leisure! 

     So, I am happy that one of my students took an interest in 

Xenophon.  Her interests led to me learning some new things.  

This is a wonderful benefit of teaching:  students with vital 

interests energize the learning environment for everyone! 

 

Dr. Richard Rawls earned his Ph.D at Emory University, his 

second Master’s from the same institution, his first master’s 

degree from Princeton Theological Seminary, the Zertificat 

deutsch als Fremdsprach from the Goethe Institut in 

Mannheim, Germany, and a B.A. (double major) in 

Communication and History from Fresno Pacific College.  

rrawls@ggc.edu 

“So, I am happy that one of my 

students took an interest in Xenophon.    

Her interests led to my learning new 

things…  Students with vital interests 

energize the learning environment for 

everyone!” 

Dr. Rawls, right, on the 

Aeropagus with the 

Athenian Acropolis in the 

background, discusses an 

instance in which student 

research influenced his 

scholarship.  Part of his 

philosophy is that “we are 

all on the same learning 

con>nuum together!”  

Books discussed:  Josef 

Pieper, Leisure: The Basis of 

Culture, and Xenophon, 

Oeconomicus. 



Boards, Editorial 

and Otherwise! 

Nathan Orgill (below) was 

named to the Editorial Board 

of H-German, a part of the H-

Net, Humani>es Network.  H-

German is 

the most 

important 

online 

community 

for the 

study of 

German 

history, 

culture, language and 

literature in the world Dr. 

Orgill’s du>es will vary over 

>me.   Cheers! 

Patrick Zander (below)  was 

elected to the Execu>ve 

Council of 

the Georgia 

Associa>on 

of 

Historians; 

he will serve 

in that 

capacity 

from 2014 – 2017. 

Wayne Ackerson served as an 

Editorial Consultant for McGraw-

Hill on the website for their 

textbook by Dunn called “The 

World: A 

Panoramic 

View.” 
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Standing Ova<ons!  Faculty Accomplishments 

 Drs Luke Ryan and Nik Ribanszky, NEH Recipients! 

 
Drs. Luke Ryan (le=) and Nik Ribianszky (right) received Na>onal 

Endowment for the Humani>es (NEH) Summer Ins>tutes Grants.  

Ribianszky will aJend The Fannie Lou Hamer Na>onal Ins>tute on 

Ci>zenship and Democracy NEH Summer Ins>tute en>tled "Finding 

Mississippi in the Na>onal Narra>ve: Struggle, Ins>tu>on Building, and 

Power at the Local Level" in Jackson, MS, from June 8-27.  Ryan will be 

aJending the NEH summer seminar for college educators en>tled "The 

View from the East: The Federal Government and the American West" 

to be hosted at George Mason University in Fairfax, VA. from July 7-

August 6.  Both finalized their applica>ons in March 2014 and received 

word in early April that they received these awards.  Congratula>ons! 

Luke Ryan presented a paper at the 17th Annual 

Conference on the Americas at Georgia College in 

Milledgeville, GA: “The American Republic and 

Na>ve American Diaspora in the 19th Century.” 

Michael Gunther presented at the (GAH) Georgia 

Associa>on of Historians: “Masters of Augusta:  A 

Green Analysis of Revolu>onary Warfare in the 

Georgia Backcountry.”  In April, he both presented 

a paper and chaired a panel at the Popular/

American Culture Associa>on Na>onal Conference, 

>tled “Environmental Agents: Virginia Apgar, 

Rachel Carson, Frances Kelsey, and the Role of 

Gender in the Public Health Watershed.”  The Panel 

he chaired was “Women’s Studies, Environ-

mentalism, Sexuality, and Science in the Twen>eth 

Century United States.” 

Michael Gagnon presented a paper at the Georgia 

Associa>on of Historians: “Connec>ng Creek 

Removal to Secession through States Rights in 

Georgia.”  He also published a book review of 

Randal L. Hall, Mountains on the Market: Industry, 

the Environment, and the South (Lexington: 

University Press of Kentucky, 2012), in the October 

2013 issue of The American Historical Review.  He 

also gave a presenta>on on the history of financial 

and business organiza>on in Athens as part of the 

Athens Clarke County Library’s Financial Literacy 

series on April 7, 2014.  

Kathryn Gray-White chaired and commented on a 

student panel at the Georgia Associa>on of 

Historians (GAH) >tled “Witches and Salem in Mind 

and Movies.”  During April she presented a chapter 

from her proposed book at the South Carolina 

Historical Associa>on >tled “The Waterways of the 

Anglican City of God: The Spread of Anglicanism 

from the Thames to the Ashley and Cooper Rivers.”  

Finally, during April, she conducted a discussion 

panel at the GwinneJ Archaeological Society called 

“The BaJle of Jack’s Creek.” She also presented to 

GGC’s CTE in March. 

David Mason presented “Thorstein Veblin’s 

‘Leisure Class’ and Conspicuous Consump>on” at 

the Associa>on For Core Texts and Courses in Los 

Angeles on 9 April 2014. 

Richard Rawls gave “Xenophon’s Oeconomicus and 

Training for Life” at the Associa>on for Core Texts 

and Courses in Los Angeles on 9 April 2014.  He 

designed the session “Leisure, Greed, and the 

Liberal Arts,” with David Mason. 

Patrick Zander co-designed a panel for Georgia 

Associa>on of Historians, >tled “Change in the Air:  

Civil Rights and the ShiTing Fron>ers of the Early 

Cold War.”  The paper he presented was en>tled 

“TWA, African Development, and Breaking the 

Color Line in 1950’s Kansas City.”   

Nathan Orgill presented a paper at the Austrian 

Studies Associa>on in February in Aus>n, Texas: 

“The Public Echo:  Public Opinion, the Press, and 

Austro-German Decision Making in 1914.”  Dr. 

Orgill also gave an introductory talk to the showing 

of the film Hannah’s Journey at the Jewish Film 

Fes>val held northeast of Atlanta in February 2014 

Patrick Ludolph, part >me faculty, recently 

received his Ph.D. from the University of California 

Santa Barbara.  His disserta>on >tle was:  “‘FiJ for 

Many Imployments:’ Gilbert MabboJ, the London 

Press, and the Working of Westminster.” He also 

earned his MA at UCSB.  Congratula>ons Dr. L! 

Fang Zhou gave “Why the Yangzi Delta Region Did 

Not Become Industrialized During the 19th 

Century" at the 53rd Mee>ng of the Southeast 

Conference/ Associa>on of Asian Studies at Duke 

University in January 2014.  He also presented 

"Accommoda>ng Strangers: A Study of Public Trans

-porta>on in Early 20th Century Shanghai," at the 

Midwest Conference on Asian Affairs, in October 

2013.  Finally, he gave a guest lecture at Salisbury 

University on Feb 7, 2014: “Trade and Commerce in 

East Asia During the Age of Discovery.” 



Alumni/ae and Student News. 

Two GGC Alumnae Earn 

Graduate School Admission  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

					

					Two	of	GGC’s	recent	history	alumnae	

were	recently	admitted	to	graduate	

schools.		

				Laura	Valiani,	above	left	(GGC	

graduate,	December	2013),	recently	

received	admission	to	Georgia	State	

University’s	MA	program	in	History.		She	

begins	her	studies	in	August	2014.		“I	am	

ecstatic	about	attending	graduate	school,	

but	I	couldn't	have	done	it	without	the	

skills	I	developed	in	the	history	program	

at	GGC	,”	Valiani	observed.	

				Vesna	Kurspahic	(above	right,	pictured	

with	Georgia	Governor	Nathan	Deal)	was	

admitted	to	The	George	Washington	

University	Graduate	School	of	Political	

Management	for	a	Masters	of	

Professional	Studies	(Political	

Management	with	a	Concentration	in	

Public	Relations).		She	began	her	

program	in	January	2014.		Kurspahic,	a	

Spring	2012	GGC	graduate	in	History,	

has	served	as	a	legislative	aid	at	the	

Capitol	and	completed	an	internship	in	

the	Of.ice	of	Senator	Saxby	Chambliss.	 

 

Faculty-Student Research Collabora<on (cont’d) 

CONTACTING GGC & HISTORY DISCIPLINE 

History Point of Contact:  Dr. Richard Rawls 

GGC School of Liberal Arts Phone:  678-407-5401 

GGC HISTORY Editors:   

Richard Rawls: rrawls@ggc.edu  

and Patrick Zander:  pzander@ggc.edu 

gave	the	congratulatory	

remarks.		GGC’s	history	faculty,	

Drs.	Nathan	Orgill,	Carey	

Shellman,	and	Seth	Kendall	

helped	of.iciate	the	ceremony.			

Those	students	inducted	

included:		Amanda	Botts,	Luis	

Victor	Camargo-Fouche,	Zaneta	

Daniels,	John	Hall,	Jessica	

Hannan,	Justin	Harris,	Monique	

				At	other	times	the	topics	develop	

out	of	a	student’s	own	research	

interests.		Giving	a	paper	can	be	

intimidating,	but	it	also	lends	

valuable	experience	and	insight.		

“Students	learn	to	appreciate	all	the	

research	gradations	found	in	the	

world	of	historical	expertise,”	

observed	Dr.	Kathryn	Gray-White.				

					GGC’s	faculty	spend	additional	

time	outside	of	class	to	help	prepare	

students	for	the	demands	of		

academic	presentations.		As	an	

added	step,	Dr.	Seth	Kendall	

prepared	some	students	for	their	

GAH	presentations.			

					The	consensus	is	that	this	

extra	prep	pays	dividends.			

“When	and	if	students	reach	the	

level...	required	to	submit	a	paper	

to	the	Georgia	History	

Association	they	are	primed	for	

the	ups	and	downs,”	Gray-White	

explained.		 

History Students Inducted into Honors Socie$es 

Martinez,	Jennifer	McKillop,	

Manuela	Mileta,	Vickie	Perez,	

Victor	Ortiz,	and	Braedon	Tabor.			

					On	April	14,	GGC’s	chapter	of	

Kappa	Delta	Pi,	International	

Honor	Society	in	Education,	

inducted	53	students,	including	

the	following	history	majors:		

Justin	Harris,	Adam	Melcher,	

Vickie	Perez,	and	Terence	Stover.	

					“It	is	really	gratifying	to	see	

our	students	honored	this	way,”	

Dr.	Orgill	commented,	“both	

because	the	students	get	to	have	

the	day	they	deserve,	but	also	

because	it	is	a	visible	sign	to	the	

faculty	that	their	hard	work	has	

paid	off.”																																	Page	4	

Above le-, Michael Gagnon, GGC SLA Dean Adolfo Santos, and some students 

who presented at the Georgia Associa2on of History, in March 2014.  Above 

right, Richard Rawls presented research with student members of OLAS at the 

Georgia Interna2onal Leadership Conference in March 2014.   

					The	month	of	April	witnessed	the	

induction	of	history	majors	into	two	

academic	honors	societies.		The	.irst	

ceremony	occurred	on	Friday	April	11,	

when	the	History	Discipline	inducted	

its	newest	members	into	Phi	Alpha	

Theta.		Georgia	Gwinnett	College’s	

Provost	and	Senior	VP	for	Academic	&	

Student	Affairs,	Dr.	Lois	Richardson, 


