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Business major Bryana Benson plays her violin at the fall 2013 Green Scene, an outdoor event during which student  
organizations recruit new members. GGC has almost 100 registered student organizations spanning the arts, club 
sports, honor societies and other interests. For a list, visit www.getinvolved.ggc.edu.
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I am pleased to introduce you 
to the inaugural issue of our 
new magazine, Engage. The 
purpose of Engage is to share 

the GGC story with the college’s many audiences.  
Georgia Gwinnett is in its eighth academic year, and 

the campus now bustles with almost 10,000 students.  
We quickly became one of the University System of  
Georgia’s 10 largest institutions, and we will reach an 
enrollment of about 13,000 by 2016 – quite a change from 
when we opened our doors to 118 students in 2006.

GGC’s innovative, new model for higher education  
has proven itself, not only through many quantifiable 
success measures but through the stories of our students. 
Some didn’t think GGC’s approach would work. On the  
following pages, you’ll find many examples of how it  
has not only worked, but excelled. 

GGC also has woven itself into the fabric of Gwinnett 
County and the northeast Atlanta metropolitan region, 
and its many roles have grown in number, scope and 

impact. The opportunities and challenges we face  
as a young, rapidly growing institution are complex.  
Community support and involvement are more  
important than ever as we transition from an emphasis 
on building enrollment and facilities to the maturation 
of programs and initiatives.

Engage provides a more effective venue for telling 
GGC’s bigger, more complex story, both in print and  
online at www.engage.ggc.edu, where readers can find 
videos and interactive content.

Why did we name the magazine Engage? Because that 
is what we do – from faculty engaging with students, 
to a class engaging with a community organization 
on a special project, to the college engaging with local 
community, business and elected officials. It is through 
active, purposeful and effective engagement that this 
college has become such a very special place.

I invite you to Engage with GGC.

Stas Preczewski

President’s Message

WELCOME TO Engage
the magazine of Georgia Gwinnett College 

Dr. Stas Preczewski
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Amanda Reichert, MS (NEd), MS RN, 
received a Jonas Nurse Leader Scholar 
Award from the Jonas Center for Nursing 
and Veterans Healthcare. She will receive 
$20,000 to support pursuit of her PhD at 
Mercer University. 

Georgia Gwinnett College is one of six universities and  
colleges recently accepted into the Peace Corps Prep Program.

Katie Buell, assistant director – Wellness Programming, 
received an outstanding contribution award from the Hispanic 
Coalition for the Prevention of Substance Abuse for her com-
mitment to prevent substance abuse in the Latino community.

Dr. Jennifer Dean, staff psychologist – Counseling and  
Psychological Services, serves as chair of the Continuing  
Education committee and member of the Annual Meeting 
Planning committee of the Georgia Psychological Association.

Tomas Jimenez, dean of students, was 
selected to attend the NASPA Associate 
Vice President Institute, “Excellence 
in the Number Two Role,” an intensive 
workshop offered to support and develop 
AVPs in their unique roles on campus.

Nyerere Tryman, associate director – Residence Life, has 
been elected the Georgia state representative for the  
Southeastern Association of Housing Officers.

Dr. Andy Smith, staff psychologist – Counseling and  
Psychological Services, serves as a member of the Continuing 
Education committee of the Georgia Psychological Association.

Georgia Gwinnett College’s Student Center recently earned 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver 
certification from the U.S. Green Building Council.

Dr. Maria Arvelo Lumpkin, director – 
Student Involvement and the Student 
Center, has been accepted into the 2014 
United Way VIP Cohort. She also has been 
elected to the board of directors of Africa’s 
Children Fund, serves as professional 

development chairperson of the NASPA African American 
Knowledge Community, and represents GGC as an SGA  
Advisor on the Board of Regents Student Advisory Council.

Dr. Tamara D’Anjou Turner, director – Counseling and 

Psychological Services, serves as the Chairperson of the 
Alumni Representatives Committee of Georgia for Columbia 
University.

Dr. Kristine Nagel, assistant professor 
of information technology, was named 
Woman of the Year in the mid-market/ 
medium organization category by  
Women in Technology.

The Georgia Gwinnett College Magazine
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Notables

See more Notables at www.engage.ggc.edu
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SUCCESS
College commencement speakers are usually prominent individuals who offer advice about achieving  
success, based on decades of experience. GGC’s commencement speakers have included Ambassador  
Andrew Young and Georgia Governor Nathan Deal, but for its fall 2013 ceremony, the college challenged  
convention and selected Homero Gonzalez, 24, to speak. For such a young person, his insights were profound.

... and challenges graduates to define their own success

GONZALEZ FORGES      HIS OWN PATH

“Usually, when we think about success we think about achievements, wealth, respect 
or fame, but success is such a vague word,” Gonzalez said. “What achievements,  
how much wealth, what amount of fame or respect makes us truly successful?”
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A HARD-WORKING CHILD

In his speech, Gonzalez told of a Mexican child born to a poor 
family of seven children. To help support his family, he started 
working at age five – when most children begin kindergarten – 
delivering papers and polishing shoes. He worked as a cowboy 
on the family farm and spent hot afternoons cutting grass to 
feed the cattle. He also picked oranges in local orchards and by 
13, he worked in construction. At 14, he was on his own in a 
large city, working two and three factory shifts. Because family 
needs came first, he did not finish middle school. Determined 
to change his life, he decided to chase the American Dream.

At 17, the young man immigrated to the United States. He 
taught himself English, buying study guides and jotting down 
new words every day into his matchbooks so he could look 
them up after work. He built a successful career in construction, 
became a U.S. citizen and moved his family to Georgia.

This young man who worked so hard to ensure a bright 
future for his family is Gonzalez’s father.

“To me …that is success. Not fame, not wealth, not awards, 
but overcoming your challenges. Fighting for and staying  
true to what you believe in,” Gonzalez said. “True success is  
proving to yourself that you did it, but most importantly, that 
you never gave up.”

THE FAMILY DREAM

Gonzalez faced his own language challenges. However, due to 
his father’s hard-working example, he didn’t allow these chal-
lenges to keep him from achieving his goal of a college degree.

Gonzalez came to GGC because of its access mission. He was 
skeptical at first, but after being impressed at an open house, he 
enrolled as part of the first freshmen class. It was a big decision, 
as he was the first member of his family to go to college –  
something he has in common with 49 percent of GGC students.

Like many GGC students, he had to take a student success 
course to better prepare himself for his other college courses – in 
his case, English. Once he completed the course, he embarked on 
a successful college career hallmarked by leadership. 

Gonzalez served as president of the Organization of Latin  
American Students and was active in other student organizations. 
He served the Student Government Association as senator and 
vice president. He attended a study abroad program in  
Europe and participated in community service projects, including 
a reading program for Hispanic children which he developed. 

He received GGC’s 2010 Excellence in Leadership Award and 
graduated in 2011 with a bachelor’s degree in business. He is a 
charter member of the college’s Alumni Association Board.

Gonzalez secured a position at Telemundo Atlanta, where 
his work includes multi-media marketing, social media  
engagement, creative design and on-air promotions. As part of 

special news project teams, he received two Emmy awards from 
the Southeast Chapter of the National Academy of Television 
Arts & Sciences.

Not bad for someone who had been told college was not a 
viable option.

In his commencement address, Gonzalez explained that 
while transitioning to high school, he had to select either a 
technical track or a college-prep track.

“When I met with my advisor, she insisted that because I was 
still learning English I should conform to a technical diploma.  
She said concentrating on improving my English, and learning a 
trade, was probably a better option than a college degree. That’s 
the extent of the potential she saw in me. Imagine if I would 
have ‘conformed.’ You should always forge your own path – 
and like my father, I did,” he said. “I wish I could go back and 
show her these!”

Gonzalez then triumphantly lifted  
his two Emmy Awards into the air, 
amid enthusiastic applause and cheers 
from the audience of 3,000. 

Earning his college degree fulfilled 
his parents’ dream, Gonzalez said. 
He does not hesitate to point out that 
were it not for his father’s hard work 
and his parents’ sacrifice of leaving 
their own families and home country, he would not be where 
he is today. He humbly sees his Emmy Awards in the same 
light – his success is his parents’ success.

Gonzalez had such a positive experience at GGC that his 
two younger brothers, Esteban and Arnoldo, also enrolled at 
the college, further realizing the family’s goals.

“I have no doubt that each of you will have your version of the 
type of challenges my father and I encountered. You will have 
your own version of our success stories, and you will have your 
own version of these Emmys,” Gonzalez said to the graduates. 
“How will you go about reaching success? That’s up to you. 
That’s the adventure. That’s the thrill that makes life worth  
living ... You can always forge your own path.”

GONZALEZ FORGES      HIS OWN PATH

Applauded here by the audience, Homero Gonzalez, Sr. and Olga Gonzalez 
were unaware that their son would share the family story in his speech.

See the video of  
Homero Gonzalez’s 
inspiring speech at 
www.engage.ggc.edu



                      r. Richard Pennington  
                      understands very well why  
                  students struggle with chemistry. 
He struggled with it himself during high 
school in Manchester, England. 

“At that time my self-confidence was 
not high so this was a real blow,” he said. 
“But with help from a tutor, I managed to 
take my chemistry grade from an F to a 
B and learned then how much a student 
could be affected by a teacher.” 

That lesson influenced his educational 
philosophy – that any student can succeed 
when given the resources and tools 
to do so. Pennington does not lecture, 
preferring a dynamic environment that 
engages students in learning. 

“For some students, that’s initially a 
tough transition, but in most cases they 
come round and appreciate what I am 
trying to do,” said Pennington, now an 
associate professor of chemistry at GGC. 

Actually, his students did more than 

“come round.” They nominated him for 
the 2013 University System of Georgia 
Board of Regents’ Teaching Excellence 
Award – and he won. 

The award recognizes faculty who 
significantly improve student success and 
demonstrate innovative teaching tech-
niques and programs. The description fits 
Pennington, whose students describe him 
as structured, engaging and innovative. 

For example, he created almost 200  
preparatory videos for his chemistry 
courses. Available to any GGC student, 
the videos have been accessed more than 
15,000 times, a tribute to their usefulness. 

“Winning teaching awards is truly 
a career milestone,” said Pennington, 
a charter GGC faculty member. “This 
award validates my career choice and 
makes me realize that I am very lucky to 
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Pennington Wins USG Teaching Excellence Award

GGC’s TWO PREVIOUS AWARD WINNERS

In only seven years, three faculty members have won the USG  

Teaching Excellence Award, indicative of the quality of GGC’s faculty.  

In 2009, Candace Timpte, associate professor of biology, became 

GGC’s first faculty member to receive the award. Jessica Damián, now 

assistant director, Center for Teaching Excellence, and associate  

professor of English, won the award in 2011. Award recipients  

receive $5,000 and a certificate of achievement.

D
10:37 /11:28

Dr. Richard Pennington 
has produced more 
than 250 tutorial  
videos, which have 
been accessed more 
than 15,000 times by 
GGC students.
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2009
Dr. Candace Timpte

2011
Dr. Jessica Damián

do what I really enjoy doing.”
Pennington’s publication record  

includes book chapters, numerous  
academic journals and presentations at  
several regional and national conferences. 
He has received two teaching awards 
and a national Blackboard Catalyst 
Award for Innovative Use of Mobile 
Technology (see related story, pg. 10).

Pennington quotes an inspirational 
comment from a rather unconventional 
figure, professional wrestler Ric Flair, 
who said, “There is nothing like the 
respect of your peers and the people you 
work with.”  

“I find that an atmosphere where that 
statement is true, both in the classroom 
and working with my peers, contributes 
enormously to my motivation to improve,” 
Pennington said. “Respect from students 
cannot be overstated, as it totally affects 
the dynamics of the classroom, and  
without it, as an instructor you’re sunk.”

His students clearly think Pennington 
is doing just fine.

“ This award validates my 

career choice and makes 

me realize that I am very 

lucky to do what I really  

enjoy doing.”
 – Pennington

When you build a new college, you end up with a lot of blank walls …  
walls that almost scream for art. 

Thanks to some creative art appreciation students, several large scale  
works now grace some of those walls, enriching the campus environment  
for everyone. 

The six-week initiative was the brainchild of Dr. Carolina Blatt-Gross,  
assistant professor of art. It was so successful that she is repeating it this 
semester. Her students not only learned about art first-hand from the  
creative process, but gained experience collaborating with others on a  
complex project, a valuable skill for their future workplaces.

Student works featured in GGC’s 
first permanent art installation

Newly installed art adds splashes of color to the second floor of the Georgia Gwinnett College 
Student Center. The student works are the first permanent art installations on campus.

See the video, full story, 
photos and more at 
www.engage.ggc.edu



G R I Z Z L I E S
S P O R T S

WWW.GRIZZLYATHLETICS.COM  

S C H E D U L E S
S C O R E S  
S T A T S
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   RAIN
  SLEET
 SNOW
SWEAT! 

 Now in its second season of competition as a member of the  

National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA), Grizzly  

Athletics continues its impressive, winning record. 

“We are thrilled with how competitive our teams have been on the field 

and in the classroom,” said Dr. Darin Wilson, director of Athletics. “Our core 

purpose is to develop lifelong leaders of character through academic and 

athletic excellence, and we are excited to see our student-athletes embracing 

that mission. We thank the Grizzly community for its support, and we look 

forward to competing for more championships ahead.”

Achievements so far

•  138-76-3 Overall record (.636 win percentage)  

•  16 Wins over nationally ranked opponents 

•  12 All-Conference selections (men’s soccer)

•  Conference Players of the Week: Ibrahima Sissoko, men’s soccer; Rene  

     Enang, men’s soccer; Chiara di Salvo, women’s tennis; Matias Hatem, men’s tennis

•  4 Teams ranked in the NAIA Coaches’ Top 25 

•  3 Teams ranked in the NAIA Coaches’ Top 10 

•   NAIA All-Americans: Rene Enang, men’s soccer; Jocelyn Baker, women’s soccer

•  1 Conference Player of the Year: Jocelyn Baker, women’s soccer

•  1 Conference Tournament MVP: Rene Enang, men’s soccer

•  1 Conference Tournament Championship: 2013 men’s soccer – the Grizzlies’ first 

    post-season intercollegiate athletics championship

•  First NAIA National Championship Opening Round appearance: 2013 men’s soccer

•  More than 50 percent of scholar-athletes listed on the Athletic Director’s Honor Roll

   Left: Heavy rains do not deter sophomore defender Kelsey Griswold, a key part of the  
women’s soccer team’s defense, which ranked 16th in the NAIA with nine shutout games.



“Part of GGC’s vision is being a wellspring of innovation in education,”  
said Thomas Mundie, dean of the School of Science and Technology.  
“Our IT faculty and students have enthusiastically embraced this concept 
and achieved impressive results in a very short time.”

IT students and faculty have been prolific at developing new educational 
strategies, applications and technologies. They have competed in  
prominent programs, besting more established and larger organizations 
known for long-time leadership in the field. 

In fact, one of Mundie’s purchases upon his office’s move into the new  
Allied Health and Sciences Building this coming summer … is a trophy case. 

In addition to the mentorship of its creative faculty, the IT program benefits 
from a unique alliance with the Technology Association of Georgia (TAG). 
The first of its kind in the state and possibly the nation, the alliance  
enhances the student educational experience through TAG’s  
programming, resources and networking opportunities.  

TAG is a 10,000-member organization dedicated to educating, uniting  
and informing the Georgia technology community. With nearly 30 
profession-specific societies and special interest groups, as well as 
highly competitive award programs like the prestigious Excalibur Awards, 
TAG recognizes and works with organizations using innovation to gain a 
competitive advantage.  

In its first-ever attempt, GGC won a 2011 TAG Excalibur Award for an 
Apple-based technology that provides individualized learning, studying 
and classroom assistance for organic chemistry students. Using tablet 
devices, students access flash cards and podcasts reinforcing basic  
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IT Powe rhouse
GEORGIA GWINNETT HAS QUICKLY  

ESTABLISHED ITSELF AS A 

POWERHOUSE IN INFORMATION  

TECHNOLOGY AND A KEY PLAYER 

IN THE NORTHEAST ATLANTA  

METRO AREA TECHNOLOGY HUB. 

GGC    emerges as an

Above: One of Georgia Gwinnett College’s  
three Excalibur Awards



concepts, allowing faculty to use class 
time for more challenging material. Cre-
ated by an interdisciplinary team, the proj-
ect won a national Blackboard Catalyst 
Award for Mobile Innovation in 2012.

Also in 2012, another interdisciplinary 
GGC team won two Excalibur Awards 
– in education and creativity – for the 
“Solomon Project.” The project uses  
easily available technologies to maxi-
mize student engagement by “gamifying” 
critical reading and thinking, problem-
solving, research, collaboration and 
effective oral and written communication. 

Meanwhile, members of GGC’s student 
chapter of the Association of Information 
Technology Professionals (AITP) were 
competing against hundreds of students 
from dozens of highly ranked college 
and university IT programs from across 
the nation – and winning.  

In 2011, at its first national AITP con-
vention, GGC surprised the competition 
by winning third place in Java program-
ming and fourth place in database 
design. In 2012, the GGC team again 
won fourth in database design. 

Then in 2013, the GGC AITP team  
took third place in mobile applications  
development, second place in Java  
development and first place in  
database design … Georgia Gwinnett’s 
first-ever national championship.

Most recently, students in an under-
graduate research group have made 
remarkable achievements. Led by  

Drs. Robert Lutz and Evelyn Brannock, 
both assistant professors of information 
technology, members of the group have: 

n   Placed in the top five for best use of 
technology in classroom or program 
in TAG’s STEM Education Awards. 

n   Created an application that advances 
a widespread, student feedback 
system enabling instructors to query 
students at a moment’s notice. 

n   Developed a smartphone-, laptop- 
and tablet-enabled app, as a no-cost 
alternative to a dedicated device. 

n   Placed third with a team research 
paper presentation at the annual 
Consortium for Computing Sciences 
in Colleges-Southeast Conference. 

“At GGC, we’re part of the IT future,” 
Lutz said. “We’re as capable of  
meaningful contributions and innovations 
as the most elite institutions.” 

Two group members, Robert Curtis and 
Derek Donaldson, were included by 
Lutz and Brannock on a provisional  
patent application with the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. The patent  
combines EEG brain signals from  
multiple people and renders them as 
sound waves. This invention allows 
 observation of patterns of emotion 
across a group of people and can be 
applied to areas such as health, fitness,  
education and entertainment.  

“While awards are very meaningful,  
the real impact of our program is  
preparing highly trained and talented 
graduates who can meet Georgia’s 
growing demand for IT professionals,” 
said Mundie. “With the robust  
experiences gained here, they are  
well-equipped for successful and  
rewarding careers.”

Still, Mundie might need a very, very 
large trophy case.

IT Powe rhouse
GEORGIA GWINNETT HAS QUICKLY  

ESTABLISHED ITSELF AS A 

POWERHOUSE IN INFORMATION  

TECHNOLOGY AND A KEY PLAYER 

IN THE NORTHEAST ATLANTA  

METRO AREA TECHNOLOGY HUB. 

GGC    emerges as an

Student Patrick Musasa, IT faculty members Evelyn Brannock 
and Robert Lutz, and student Derek Donaldson display a  
software application that measures feelings within groups via 
signals from headsets like what Musasa is wearing.
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                             or about 16 percent of students at Georgia 
                            Gwinnett, a degree represents a new future.  
               Non-traditional students enter college later in life.  
       Some seek new or additional degrees to make them more 
eligible for promotions in their current jobs, while others seek to 
change careers. Still others want to start their own businesses. 

Such is the case for Darian Horn, 43. After his 20-year run in 
the Navy, which included serving in the Clinton and Bush  
administrations, he is back in college in pursuit of a degree 
in business administration. He plans to use his education to 
launch a food label, open a restaurant and publish a book about 
his years in the White House, where he had a unique  
perspective on many events that shaped world history.

“After moving to Atlanta to be close to my family in 2008, 
I decided to continue a degree I had started at Central Texas 
University,” said Horn, a Sugar Hill resident. “I was appre-
hensive since it had been years since I was in a classroom  
and there was a fear of failing. But after enrolling in 2012,  
I found that GGC has a huge emphasis on student success.  
All of my professors have been available to ensure that I  
understand the course material and grow academically.”
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for a new    future

Darian Horn spends a few quiet moments waiting for the arrival of Vice President Dick Cheney and his guests for a luncheon.

Horn is the only enlisted aide to hold the 

White House service badge and the  

Vice President’s service badge for  

a combined 15 years of service. However, 

he was more than a chef – he was part  

of the White House security detail. 

The

F 

Recipe
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Horn joined the Navy after graduating from high school in 
1988, following in his older brother’s footsteps. He managed 
the captain’s and officers’ mess on the USS Abraham Lincoln 
CVN72 while stationed in Alameda, Calif. He completed two 
San Diego food service schools with honors. 

A PRESIDENTIAL OPPORTUNITY

In 1992, he was asked to serve in the White House after an 
extensive background check qualifying him for the nation’s 
highest security clearance. Once there, he joined fellow Navy 
culinary specialists on the staff in the four-star mess, facilitating 
kitchen prep, dining room service, catering services,  
administration and travel support to the President.

Horn is the only enlisted aide to hold the White House  
service badge and Vice President’s service badge for a  
combined 15 years of service. However, he was more than  
a chef – he was part of the White House security detail. 

For example, as head chef on a presidential trip to Jakarta, 
Indonesia, he was responsible for President Clinton’s food 
security when hosting dinners for heads of state. All of the food 
prepared on the trip was procured in the U.S. and transported 
to Jakarta. 

In addition to food security on international excursions, 
Horn cites “off the record meals” as one of the more challeng-
ing tasks he faced. 

“My role switched from being the meal preparer to providing 
food security for a restaurant destination,” Horn said. “It’s not 
easy to infiltrate someone else’s kitchen and watch every item 
used to complete an entrée, then inspect the entrée from its  
origin until it’s placed in front of the President or Vice President.” 

Amid the pressure, there were many perks, such as oppor-
tunities to meet famous and notable people attending events 

at the White House, including Olympic superstar Florence  
“Flo Jo” Griffith-Joyner and actors Whoopie Goldberg and  
Carroll O’Connor. 

Horn also shared many moments with both Clinton and 
Bush, the first families and other high-ranking officials. 

BACK TO COLLEGE AND A NEW CAREER

Leaving the White House and the Vice President’s residence 
and retiring from the Navy was a stressful transition for Horn, 
as he found it difficult to transfer his years of experience into a 
satisfying career path. 

“If it had not been for the options provided by GGC in degree 
opportunity and class schedule, I don’t know what I would  
be doing now,” he said. “GGC taught me that education is a  
powerful tool. The sooner you acquire it, the sooner you are able 
to open doors that might have previously been closed to you.”

Horn plans to graduate in 2015 and launch a food product 
line that will include cooking oils, seasonings and sauces. He 
also aspires to open a restaurant in the Suwanee area with a 
White House theme. 

During his time away from GGC, Horn works as a private 
contractor and concentrates on future business endeavors. He 
has a passion for baking, but enjoys cooking as well and says 
he can “cook anything.” He enjoys teaching and most recently, 
product development. 

“My time at the White House taught me not to grow 
comfortable,” Horn said. “So many people turn away from 
continued education because the bar has been pushed so far 
out of reach, but if the desire to learn is strong, an education is 
attainable. Once you arrive at the place where you believe you 
know it all, it is at that moment you can no longer learn.” 

President Bill Clinton pauses for a portrait with Darian Horn as he  
prepares to leave the White House at the end of his second term. 

Darian Horn spends a few quiet moments waiting for the arrival of Vice President Dick Cheney and his guests for a luncheon.

President George W. Bush and Darian Horn share a moment. 

See more details and photos at www.engage.ggc.edu



GGC
 CONNECTS 
    with its 

   COMMUNITIES

Ian Potter, assistant athletics director for Compliance and Academic  
Services; Lawana Haynes, member of the GGC Alumni Association board 
and her husband, Kenneth Haynes, and Darin Wilson, director of Athletics, 
enjoy conversation during the Grizzly Appreciation Reception.

Georgia Gwinnett’s campus community, now almost 
10,000 students strong, has become tightly intertwined with 
its surrounding communities and region.

“The relationship between a college and its communities  
is multi-faceted and rich with mutually beneficial  
opportunities,” said Renee Byrd-Lewis, vice president 
for Advancement. “These connections enhance both the 
student educational experience and the impact the college 
has on the Gwinnett area.”

More than 80 alumni and 
guests attended the Alumni 
Association’s holiday social.

Several GGC students take a break from painting a wall for  
Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful’s 2013 Great Days of Service.

General visits with a local family during the 2013 
Rock-n-Ribville in downtown Lawrenceville.

14   I   Georg ia  Gwinnet t  Co l lege



Beginning with its choice of degree programs, the 
college regularly involves community stakeholders in 
academic, program and advancement discussions. For 
example, members of the School of Business’ Board of 
Visitors, representing a broad spectrum of experience, 
serve as connectors, advocates and representatives 
of the school. The School of Health Sciences hosted 
several health care industry representatives at a  
presentation about the nursing program, which begins 
in fall 2014. Community and business leaders frequently 
appear as guest lecturers in the classroom, as well.

Beyond academics, colleges are centers of culture  
and vitality. As the college grows, so has its variety of 
activities welcoming the community to campus, from 
receptions and intercollegiate competition to arts,  
academic presentations or alumni gatherings.

Grizzlies also participate in the broader community 
through special events, service projects and other 
activities. Some may be the result of class projects or 
student organization efforts, while others are in answer 
to community needs.

“Service is one of GGC’s four core values, and it is  
woven into the fabric of the institution and throughout  
the student experience. Often expressed through 
course work opportunities, community-wide service 
initiatives like Gwinnett Great Days of Service and  
the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life are high  
value activities for students and the community,” said  
Byrd-Lewis. “Providing students with experiences that 
inspire them to be contributing citizens when they 
graduate is at the heart of GGC’s mission.”

www.engage.ggc.edu   I   15

Andy Williams of Brightree  
talks with Dr. Susan Walsh,  

associate professor of  
nursing, at a breakfast  

presentation about GGC’s  
new nursing program.

To see a slide show of all the 

fun-filled holiday antics, visit 
www.engage.ggc.edu

Alumni and their guests hammed it up at the holiday  
social for festive portraits … some sillier than others.



The School of Business Board of Visitors  

is a consortium of prominent business and civic 

leaders selected from prestigious regional,  

national and international entities. Board  

members partner with constituencies outside 

academia to build private support for the  

scholarships, professorships and internships  

that bring outstanding students, faculty and  

programming to GGC. For more information,  

visit www.ggc.edu/sba/bov.

Connie C. Dudley admits she is “a fish out of water” as an 
introvert doing an extrovert’s job. 

As executive vice president of Product & Client Development 
for Implementation Services at TSYS/North America in  
Columbus, Ga., Dudley guides large clients like Target and 
Bank of America toward complex technical outcomes provided 
by the second largest credit-card payment processing company 
in the world. 

When Dudley started her job at TSYS’  
predecessor, Columbus Bank & Trust, in 1973, 
she had just graduated from high school. She 
assumed working would be like school.  

“I thought if I just got an A, that was all 
that was required – and I always got good  
reviews, so I simply continued to work 
hard,” she said. However, Phil Tomlinson, 
now CEO of TSYS, eventually advised the introvert that she 
needed to focus more on her interactions with other people.

“That conversation started a new path. I reviewed my 
whole work environment,” said Dudley, embracing the  
challenge. Shortly afterward, she was assigned to lead a team 
struggling with two failed attempts at re-engineering the 
company’s key system. 

“I had to learn to sustain successful relationships while  

disbanding the existing team and creating a new one. We  
created the new ‘gold standard’ system from the ground up.  
Since then, it’s been all about relationships,” Dudley said. 
“You can’t be successful on results alone; you must have  
excellent relationships.”

Since 2011, Dudley has shared her relationship lessons  
and experiences as chair of the charter Board of Visitors  

for the GGC School of Business. Her  
understanding of relationships has been 
key in leading the early activities of the 
board. She established the board’s  
signature project and personally hosted 
GGC officials at an international leadership 
forum in Columbus. 

“Connie sees how different kinds of  
support can make a significant impact on the 

college and students, both now and for the future,” said Victoria 
Johnson, dean. “We are deeply appreciative of her insightful 
leadership and generous contributions.”

In addition to serving as charter chair for the board, Dudley 
has given generously to The Daniel J. Kaufman Scholarship 
Fund and GGC’s Learning for Life series.  In 2013, she hosted 
GGC academic leaders at the prestigious, TSYS-sponsored Jim 
Blanchard Leadership Forum in Columbus, Ga.

16   I   Georg ia  Gwinnet t  Co l lege

“ You can’t be successful 

on results alone; you 

must have excellent 

relationships.”

                                     – Dudley

Stas Preczewski, GGC interim president (center), pauses for a 
photo with Connie Dudley and her husband, Danny Dudley, at a 
dinner hosted by Charles and Debra Oglesby before the School 
of Business Board of Visitors’ 2013 fall meeting.

Connie Dudley’s 

Lessons in Giving



Above: Biology students Patrick Smallwood and Yeji Park hold trays of 
plants being investigated for potential insect-defense mechanisms, as 
Dr. Rebecca Higgins, assistant professor of biology, looks on.

Left: A student participates in a laser tag party sponsored by the student 
organization, Greenlight Activities Board, during Grizzly Days ‘14.

Only three years old, GGC’s table tennis club team has defeated opponents from much larger  
institutions and includes Georgia’s top player, Tony Yeap. Shown are Bryce Lenahan, Bryan Yeap, 
Genta Yoshida, Tony Yeap, Will Lynn and Mehul Desai.

Two students make use of one of the private study rooms in 
the Library and Learning Center.

The Gallery
For an extended gallery,
visit www.engage.ggc.edu

Here, GGC students react 
to the rare sight of falling 
snow on campus early in 
the spring 2014 semester.
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Georgia Gwinnett College continues its pattern  

of success. These are a few of the many impressive 

distinctions and milestones achieved by the  

college in its first eight years.
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Per Victory Media and a top military-
friendly school by the journal “Military 
Advanced Education”

MILITARY 
FRIENDLY 
SCHOOLS

$296
million in economic 

impact in 2012*

3,029 Jobs Created
   1,026 on campus
   2,003 off campus

* Per 2013 report by the Selig Center 
for Economic Growth at the University 
of Georgia Terry College of Business, 
using 2011-2012 data.
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Georgia Gwinnett College has been

recognized as a College of Distinction.

To learn more, visit 

www.collegesofdistinction.com/.

At GGC, we’re revolutionizing the college experience. Every 
decision we make has to pass one test:  
Will it help you succeed as a student?

We connect you to career possibilities, resources, international 
cultures and perspectives, professors, lectures, technology and 
countless opportunities 24 hours a day, seven days a week. In 
short, we connect you to the future.

So why go to a school that’s steeped in decades of old-fashioned 
mindsets and outdated standards?

THE WORLD ISN’T
THE SAME PLACE 
IT WAS JUST A FEW
SHORT YEARS AGO.
NEITHER IS THE
COLLEGE CAMPUS.
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HISTORY 
GGC opened its doors in 2006 as the first four-year college 
founded in Georgia in more than 100 years, and the first 
four-year, public college created in the U.S. in the 21st 
century. 

LOCATION 
Located just 30 miles northeast of Atlanta in Lawrenceville, 
GGC’s 260-acre campus offers easy access to Atlanta, Lake 
Lanier, Athens and the mountains. 

STUDENTS 
About 9,500 students representing a diverse array of cultures 
and nations call themselves Grizzlies. The student body is 
almost perfectly balanced: 54 percent female and 46 percent 
male. Thirty-seven percent work at least 21 hours per week, 
thanks to our flexible schedule.  

SMART TECHNOLOGY 
Every classroom is tricked out and our faculty are in touch with 
you by smart phone. From an entirely wireless campus to built-
in recorders in every classroom, innovative teaching (and 
learning) is at the core of a GGC education. 

FACULTY 
Nearly all of the full-time faculty hold PhDs or other terminal 

degrees. GGC is not a research 
institution, so they come here 
because they love to teach, 

advise, mentor and inspire. 

ACADEMICS 
Choose among 38 concentrations across 12 majors: 

Biology History 
Business Administration Information Technology 
Criminal Justice/Criminology Mathematics 
Early Childhood Education Political Science 
English Psychology 
Exercise Science Special Education

Nursing – will begin in 2014

Classes are small, so you’ll find no large lecture halls on 
campus. Flexible scheduling, including evening and weekend 
classes, make GGC possible for everyone. Honors Programs 
are available for students in any major.

STUDENT LIFE 
There are more than 100 clubs and organizations. And if you 
don’t see one you like, you can create your own. We have a 
fitness center and intramurals in many sports. We’re also 
excited about our intercollegiate athletics program, which  
began in Fall 2012. Go Grizzlies!

AFFORDABILITY 
Tuition is currently only $115 per credit, and full tuition is 
capped at less than $1,740 per semester. In addition to the 
HOPE Scholarship, students can qualify for federal financial 
aid, including the Pell Grant and the Stafford Loan, among 
others. GGC’s Office of Financial Aid will be glad to help you 
find funding. The way we see it, cost should never be a factor 
in getting a great education. 
 
GGC is a four-year degree-granting unit of the University System of Georgia.

IN A FEW YEARS, 
WE CREATED  
A COLLEGE. 
IN A FEW MORE,  
YOU CAN CHANGE 
YOUR LIFE.

www.ggc.edu

For a list of all student 
organizations visit 

getinvolved.ggc.edu
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