
A JOURNAL OF 

Georgia Gwinnett  

College’s History 

Discipline GGC History 

STUDENT HISTORY CLUBS ADD TO CAMPUS CLIMATE 

“We	used	to	order	pizza,	watch	movies	

with	historical	themes	and	then	compare	

them	to	the	actual	events,”	said	Mason.			

					This	early	collaboration	and	

cooperation	between	students	and	faculty	

paid	creative	dividends.		The	history	club	

sponsored	and	or	co-sponsored	a	series	of	

events	and	on-campus	lectures	(see	box	

below),	which	included	both	visiting	

lecturers	and	on-campus	events	 

utilizing	the	specialties	and	connections	

of	GGC’s	faculty.		One	way	to	gauge	the	

success	of	any	organization	or	group	is	

to	assess	whether	it	continues	after	its	

original	members	depart	or	pursue	other	

interests.		By	that	measure,	the	clubs	are	

successful.		Dr.	Luke	Ryan	succeeded	Dr.	

David	Mason	as	the	second	club	advisor,	

and	now	Dr.	Kathryn	Gray-White	is	the	

third	advisor.			Continued,	page	4	
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Dr.	Nathan	Orgill,	center,	with	new	members	of	Phi	Alpha	Theta,	

GGC’s	History	Honors	Club,	including	from	left,	Kelley	Kimball,	

Christin	Funderburk,	Laura	Valiani,	and	Garrett	Williams.	

					Georgia	Gwinnett	College’s	3irst	

induction	of	Phi	Alpha	Theta	

(history	honors)	Club	members	in	

April	2013	also	occasioned	the	

launch	of		the	second	history-

related	student	club	on	campus.			

					By	all	accounts,	student	clubs	

have	contributed	to	the	overall	

intellectual	and	cultural	climate.	

At	GGC		“I	think	that	having	[these	

clubs]	reinforces	that	we	value	

academics,	speci3ically	history,”	

said	Christin	Funderburk,	the	

inaugural	president	of	the	History	

Honors	Society,	Phi	Alpha	Theta.		

“Our	organizations	offer	a	unique	

situation	where	we	are	really	

working	to	collaborate	between	

the	students	and	faculty	to	build	a	

future	in	the	History	discipline.”	

					That	future	boasts	a	long	

history.		The	3irst	student	history-

related	club	commenced	in	2008.		

Katie	Duneman	became	the	3irst	

president,	and	Dr.	David	Mason	

served	as	the	3irst	faculty	advisor.			 

Examples of History Club Sponsored Events and Lectures: 

Dr. Mar�n Meltzer, of the Centers for Disease Control and Preven�on (CDC),  gave a talk 

in Cisco on November 6, 2008:  “The Spanish Flu Pandemic of 1918.” Flu shots were 

available a.er.  “It was pre0y cool,” said faculty organizer, Dr. Michael Gagnon. 

 

On February 3,  2009, Greg Jerrell of the Georgia Archives presented on Georgia’s lost 

copy of the Declara�on of Independence.  Organized by Dr. Michael Gagnon. 

 

Dr. Steven Varvis, Fresno Pacific University, lecture:  “Ibn Ba0uta: An African Marco Polo.”  

February 25, 2010.  “Standing room only in B-1600,” said organizer, Dr. Richard Rawls. 

 

On October 28, 2010, Dr. James Roark, Emory University, and William Lombardy, editor, 

gave a town-hall lecture in Cisco Auditorium.  Roark wrote the survey text, Understanding 

the American Promise, used in many GGC survey classes on American History.   Other 

events included mee�ngs and dinner with faculty to discuss crea�ng and wri�ng 

textbooks.  The History Club, History faculty, SLA, the Library, and CTE all cosponsored 

these events, which were organized by Dr. Michael Gagnon.   

 

Drs. Kathryn Gray-White and Linda Hughes have helped organize annual “Bu0on Gwinne0 

Days.”  In 2013 Dr. Stan Deaton of the Georgia Historical Society lectured. 



     I wrote a book this summer.  It 

wasn't really a book book, but rather an 

edited collection of primary source 

documents on the American savings 

and loan industry.  This involved, 

among other things, annotating each 

document with footnotes that explain 

uncommon or technical terms, provide 

biographical information for anyone 

mentioned in the article, and identify 

any quote especially if it is from a 

published source.  To do this I relied 

solely on information I found on the 

internet, and when I was done I can 

honestly say that:  a) everything is 

available on the web and b) you will 

never find it unless you know exactly 

how to look for it. 

     I know these are "duh" obser-

vations but it reminded me that I do not 

spend enough time teaching students 

how to use the web effectively.  I just 

assume that because they can use a 

cell phone to order a pizza they also 

know how to search for the author of 

the quote “take care of the pennies and 

the pounds will take care of them-

selves" (it is an English proverb 

attributed to William Lowndes (1652-

1724), and the original used "pence" 

not "pennies").  So below are some 

observations on what I learned this 

summer about conducting research on 

the web.  Of course, this is not an 

exhaustive overview of web-based 

searches, and I am sure your 

professors will share their favorite 

techniques if you ask. 

Dr. Mason earned a Ph.D. from 
Ohio State University, his MBA 
from the University of Texas, and 
his B.A. from Emory University.  
He has taught at GGC since 2007.  
In addition to publishing 
numerous articles, he wrote From 
Buildings and Loans to Bailouts: A 
History of the American Savings 
and Loan Industry, 1831-1995.  
Cambridge University Press, 2004. 

Dr. David Mason 
discusses the 
promises and 
pitfalls of  web-
based research.  
He gives some 
tips on checking 
terms and topics 
from the 
internet. 

     Before you search it is important to first 

define your research topic.  Whether you 

are doing a five-minute presentation or a 

major capstone paper, setting parameters 

for what you will write about will make your 

search that much easier.  For example, it 

would be impossible to write a good paper 

on "The History of Suburbs in America," 

but much more manageable if you limited it 

to, say, "The development of 'street car 

suburbs' - the case of Inman Park, 

Atlanta."  To do this, make sure you 

understand what the assignment entails 

and ask your professor if you need any 

ideas.  Again, I know this is a "duh" 

observation, but I am surprised at the 

number of students who fail to take 

advantage of such an important resource 

like their professors.  

     In terms of search engines, I had the 

greatest success with Google in part 

because it has more databases.  This is 

not to say that Bing or any other search 

engine is not as good, it is just that Google 

is my preference.  Also, I would not 

suggest looking at databases like JSTOR 

until after you have conducted a basic web 

search that will give you a basic familiarity 

of your topic.  I say this because looking at 

encyclopedia articles and other general 

reference sources (including Wikipedia) 

will give good broad overviews, while the 

academic articles on JSTOR may assume 

you already know the material it covers.  

     In terms of actual searches, I found that I 

got better results by using not only more  

      

search terms, but placing terms in quotes.  

For example searching the words David 

Mason returns 79,000,000 hits (including 

ones for a serial murder) while "David 

Mason" returns only 979,000, and "David 

Lawrence Mason" knocks that down to 

117,000 (my GGC profile is the sixth hit). 

Of course too many words in a quote will 

result in nothing, so be prepared to 

experiment with how things are phrased.  

     In addition to using specific search 

terms, I found very good results using 

Google Books instead of Google Web.  

This is especially good for historical 

research because it eliminates virtually all 

contemporary references.  For example, 

searching the name L.L. Rankin on 

Google Web gives me information on a 

stand-up comic, while on Google Books is 

tells me about the president of an Ohio 

savings and loan from 1904 (which is 

what I was looking for).   

     A final recommendation is that no 

matter what you find on the web, you 

should confirm the accuracy of any 

information you find from a second or 

third source.  I freely admit that I used 

Wikipedia dozens of times for this book 

project to find information like birth and 

death years for people cited in the 

articles, but I then went to other sources 

to make sure what I found was accurate.  

Also, just because the web address ends 

in .edu or .org doesn't meant its 100% 

accurate, as I found errors on those 

pages as well.  Bottom line, search then 

verify. 

Ex Libris:  From the Bookshelves of GGC Historians 

Contact Informa!on:  dmason@ggc.edu 



New Faculty 

Wayne Ackerson comes to 

GGC as an Associate Professor of 

History.   Prior to GGC, he taught at 

Salisbury University in Maryland for 

22 years.  He earned his Ph.D. from 

Temple University.  Teaching 

specializations include Modern 

Africa, Modern India, and Nine-

teenth  century Britain.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Andra Knecht became a 

full-�me Assistant Professor 

at GGC, where she was 

already teaching.  She earned 

her Ph.D. at Mississippi State 

University.  Her special�es 

include Appalachian history,  

US History, and Social History. 

Standing Ova!ons!  Faculty Accomplishments 

 Dr. Michael Gagnon                                                                                                            Dr. Ellen Rafshoon 

 
Dr. Michael Gagnon was recently 

promoted from Assistant 

Professor of History to Associate 

Professor, effec�ve Fall 2013.  He   

began teaching at GGC in August 

2007.  He  received his Ph.D. and 

M.A. in History from Emory 

University and his BSFS 

(Bachelors of Science in Foreign 

Service) from Georgetown 

University.  Congratula�ons! 

Dr. Ellen Rafshoon was recently 

promoted from Assistant 

Professor of History to Associate 

Professor, effec�ve Fall 2013.  

She began teaching at GGC in 

August 2007.  She received her 

Ph.D. in History from Emory 

University, a M.S.J. in Journalism 

from Northwestern University 

and her B.A. in History from 

Dartmouth College.  Cheers! 

Dave Mason was selected to edit the mul�-volume 

History of the American Savings and Loan Industry 

1831-1935.  The four volume set is being published 

through Pickering & Cha0o Publishers and is 

scheduled for release in December of 2013 (See 

page 2 of this newsle0er).   

Kathryn Gray-White taught with the European 

Council for the University System of Georgia Study 

Abroad Program in London, England during the 

summer of 2013.  She also used this opportunity to 

research in the Church of England archives at 

Lambeth Palace.  Dr. Gray-White also recently 

published a chapter en�tled “My Measure of 

History:  The Bona Fide Women of Atlanta” in the 

book, Atlanta’s Real Women, released by Deeds 

Publishing in 2013. 

Frank Smith, part �me History Faculty, published a 

review of Revisi%ng Geneva: Robert Kingdon and 

the Coming of the French Wars of Religion, edited 

by Sara K. Barker, in the Swiss American Historical 

Society Review, Vol. 49, No. 2 (June 2013), pp. 55-

57.  He also presented a paper upon his 

inaugura�on as President of the Young American 

Leaders Associa�on, Los Angeles, California, 

en�tled, "Reformed Theology in America: The First 

250 Years."  

Richard Cook, part �me History Faculty, received 

his doctorate in US History in December 2012, from 

Emory University.  Way to go, Doc! 

Lia Schraeder published a book review in the June 

2013 issue of The La%n Americanist.  She reviewed 

Primi%ve Religion:  Restora%onist Religion and the 

Idea of the Mexican Revolu%on 1940-1968, by 

Jason H. Dormandy. 

Dave Mason, Luke Ryan, and Paul Grant (le.-rt) 

observed Cons%tu%on Day on 17 September, with a 

series of lectures.  Addi�onal lectures were given 

on 18 September by Drs. Meg Keiley-Listermann, 

Michael Gagnon, Richard Rawls, & Laura Bourland. 

Michael Gagnon gave a paper at the Society of 

Historians of the Early American Republic (SHEAR) 

conference in St Louis in July: “Flash in the Pan? 

Mr. Smith fights the Bank War.”  He also received a 

VPASA seed grant for faculty research in Spring 

2013, and used the grant to visit the archives at the 

American An�quarian Society (in Worcester, MA) 

this summer, exploring the role of Augus�n Smith 

Clayton in Jacksonian poli�cs in the 1820s-1830s.  

Luke Ryan presented a paper, “Indians in Bleeding 

Kansas: Tribal Survival and the Coming of the Civil 

War,” at the Newberry Library’s Symposium, “Why 

You Can’t Teach U.S. History without American 

Indians,” on 4 May 2013, in Chicago. 

Richard Rawls presented “Involuntary Exiles, 

Ancient and Modern: Virgil’s Aeneid in Dialogue 

with Philosophy and Modernity,” at the 19th 

Conference of the Associa�on for Core Texts and 

Courses, in O0awa, Canada, April 2013. A paper co-

wri0en with Janita Rawls and Amanda Wilsker, 

“Helping Students Communicate Orally and Think 

Cri�cally: On the Use of Oral Examina�ons in 

Undergraduate Business Courses,” was presented 

at the 14th Annual Academy of Business Educa�on 

Conference in Bermuda, on 20 September 2013. 

Seth Kendall presented “The Revenge Aesthe�c of 

C Marius 87 BCE” at the 109th Mee�ng of the 

Classical Associa�on of the Midwest and South, in 

Iowa City, in April 2013. 



Alumni/ae and Student News. 

GGC Student Admi3ed To 

Georgia State University 

Graduate Program in History  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
				One	of	Georgia	Gwinnett	College’s	2013	

graduates	in	history	and	political	science,	

Katheryn	Nikolich	(pictured	above),	was	

admitted	to	Georgia	State	University’s	

graduate	program	in	history.		After	a	well-

earned	hiatus	from	study	over	the	

summer,	Nikolich	began	at	GSU	in	August	,	

2013.	

					In	addition	to	earning	a	double	major	at	

GGC,	Nikolich	was	GGC’s	History	Club	

President	from	April	2011	to	April	2013.		

She	also	became	an	inaugural	member	of		

both	Phi	Alpha	Theta	and	the	Golden	Key	

Honors	Society	per	the	recommendation	of	

Dr.	Seth	Kendall.	

					Nikolich	credits	GGC’s	faculty	for	

making	her	ready	for	graduate	school.		“I	

genuinely	believe	that	I	was	well-prepared	

for	this	new	endeavor	by	the	GGC	faculty.”	

					She	credited	the	Capstone	class	taught	

by	Richard	Rawls	for	“preparing	me	the	

most	for	what	to	expect	in	writing	and	

historiography.“	

					Nikolich	plans	to	pursue	a	thesis	topic	in	

European	history.	

History	Major	�ields	16	Graduates	in	Spring	

CONTACTING GGC & HISTORY DISCIPLINE 

History Point of Contact:  Dr. Richard Rawls 

GGC School of Liberal Arts Phone:  678-407-5401 

GGC HISTORY Editors:   

Richard Rawls: rrawls@ggc.edu  

and Patrick Zander:  pzander@ggc.edu 

Katheryn Nikolich 

became the first 

GGC History Major 

to go to  grad school 

in history 

		Student	Clubs,	continued	from	page	1	

A	series	of		student	presidents	

followed	the	3irst:		Vesna	

Kurspahic,	Kenan	Kurspahic,	

Katheryn	Nikolich,	and	now	

Kelley	Kimball.	Dr.	Nathan	

Orgill,	3irst	faculty	advisor	to	

PAT,	thinks	the	appeal	of	such	

clubs	owes	partly	to	their	

helping	students	pursue	

interests	arising	in	the	

classroom:		"Organizations	like	

Phi	Alpha	Theta	and	the	History	

Club	provide	students	the	

opportunity	to	engage	more	fully	

with	the	subjects	that	fascinate	

them,	while	also	interacting	with	

mentors	and	friends	who	have	

like-minded	interests."		

				GGC’s	Spring	2013	commencement	

ceremony	witnessed	the	largest	class	

of	History	students	presented	as	

candidates	for	graduation.	

					Graduating	historians	included:		

Scott	Baldrich,	Amanda	Botts,	Andrea	

Dwelly,	Takita	Farley,	Anthony	

Flowers,	Christin	Funderburk,	Lauren	

Gunder,	Blake	Harrington,	Scott	

Hartley,	Denis	Knezovic,	Lawrence	Le	

Blanc,	Sarah	Nichols,	Katheryn	

Nikolich,	Kevin	Reddy,	Hannah	

Sheeler,	and	Mancy	Tutt.			The	2013	

Alumni/ae	class	included	both	

History-Teacher	Education	

students	and	History	majors.	

					In	addition	to	its	large	history	

class,	commencement	was	also	

notable	for	being	the	last	of	

outgoing	and	inaugural	GGC	

President,	Dr.	Daniel	Kaufmann.		

The	day	also	witnessed	GGC’s	

1000th	grad,	Jose	Armendariz.			

				GGC	Assistant	Professor	of	

History,	Dr.	Michael	Gunther	

summarized	the	festivities:		“It	

was	a	lovely	late	Spring	day.” 

History Student Wins GGC Award 

Tiffany	McCarty,	a	senior	with	a	

History	major	and	a	minor	in	

Legal	Studies,	received	the	

“Outstanding	Student	Leader-

ship	Award	for	2012-13,”	at	

GGC’s	2013	Convocation	

ceremony	on	September	19.	

Denis Knezovic, le:, and 

Chris%n Funderburk, right, 

joined approximately 275 

students receiving Bachelors 

degrees at GGC’s 17 May 2013 

Commencement Ceremony.  

Former Ambassador Andrew 

Young gave the address. 


