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Who is the center of the classroom?

I just read an interesting article on teaching that differentiates between just 
“being” in the classroom from “doing” things in the classroom. The authors 
suggest that when writers refer to learner-centered education, they’re actually 
focusing on the teacher—what he or she can do to achieve learner-centered 
instruction—to the exclusion of the student’s role. They suggest that teachers 
move in their thinking from “doing” things in the classroom to “being” there as 
students do the learning. Being is about letting go, trusting the process, not 
knowing the outcomes, and being comfortable in this state of not knowing. We 
have to give up our need for predictability and consistent outcomes to make that 
shift.  The authors conclude that teaching can’t be learner-centered if the learning 
is not more central than the teaching.  

This article includes many examples of student-centered activities which you 
might find helpful as you consider ways to engage your students.
Reference: Ramsey, V. J. and Fitzgibbons, D. E. (2005). Being in the classroom. 
Journal of Management Education, 29 (2), 333-356.
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How Can We (or You) Help Improve 
Teaching and Learning at GGC?

We invite you to send us ideas for workshops 
or programs you might be interested in doing 
or having us organize.  We are also willing to 
work with individual schools to help develop 
discipline-based programs.  Contact Stella 
Smith to discuss any ideas (ssmith2@ggc.
edu).  

Special Thanks:  Dr. Jason Mosser, Editorial 
Support for the The Teacher’s Edge

Vista Focus:  LMS Pilots
By David Robinson & Gautam Saha 

     
     For the last 19 months, GGC has been using Blackboard9 as our Portal 
environment, now known as myGGC. Since August, we have begun teaching 
GGC pilot courses using Blackboard’s newest Course Delivery system, 
Blackboard Learn version 9.1. This pilot, along with a similar test of Moodle,  is 
part of our evaluation of  Learning Management Systems for our future use.  This 
Spring, in Bb Learn 9, we have 21 faculty teaching 40 active courses with 1,042 
enrolled students.  Some of these instructors have begun to use Bb Learn’s 
exciting new features such as the gradebook and the notifications page.  The new 
gradebook or grade center allows instructors to calculate a “current course 
average”.  The notifications page allows students to see all outstanding 
assignments, upcoming due dates, and any unread correspondence.  
     In the Moodle pilot we have 18 faculty members, 37 courses, and 735 students.  
So far the feedback has been very positive.  We have installed and are using many 
custom and useful plugins such as Drag and Drop Question Type, Math Equation 
Editor, and Attendance.  Faculty are also using NanoGong which allows them to 
record, playback, and save their voices in a web page. Next semester we will 
explore the SecondLife/Sloodle Block, Starfish, and the Echo 360 plugins.  
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     You know your subject matter, understand a thing or two 
about how to explain it, and are committed to your students’ 
learning. At the same time, you recognize, as we all must at 
some point, that there are many ways to approach this 
enterprise called teaching. The following are three simple 
lessons that I have gleaned from my dozen or so years in the 
English as a Second Language (ESL) classroom. Given the 
increasing numbers of students in the mainstream college 
classroom for whom English is not the primary language of 
the home, it behooves faculty across the disciplines to give 
appropriate attention to the distinctive characteristics of these 
students and to consider the adoption of approaches to teaching 
that can benefit not only second-language students, but all of 
those we seek to reach.  

Lesson One: First Principles

One week. That is the amount of time that I give myself to 
know my students’ names. ESL is a field in which students’ 
names can present a pronunciation challenge, so I sympathize 
with faculty members who struggle to retain names. Using my 
daily roster as a reminder, I take special care during the first 
few weeks to use every student’s name at least once each class. 
Consider collecting information cards from your students on 
day one to ensure that you do not miss the opportunity to make 
this important connection with your learners. Using a student’s 
name accurately indicates caring and a respect for her culture 
and identity in a way that few other gestures in the classroom 
can. The sense that each student is respected and valued is a 
prerequisite for an effective learning environment.

Lesson Two: Guided Practice

Under the conviction that doing leads to understanding, I 
provide my students with frequent opportunities to demonstrate 
the principles we are learning in class. A specific activity that 
lends itself to guided practice is having students work in pairs at 
the whiteboard to solve challenging problems. Another 
suggestion is to provide students with an authentic task and to 
tie its completion to one or more concepts targeted in your 
curriculum. For example, to teach aspects of professional or 
academic communication, you might provide your students 
with a sample academically-oriented employment application 
cover letter, then challenge them to visit the college’s Human 
Resources website, select an appropriate advertised position, 
and compose a similar letter tailored to their own goals and 
interests. By providing appropriate scaffolding, faculty and 
more advanced classmates can enable less advanced students to 
reach heights of achievement that they might otherwise never 
attain. Another example of a challenging but rewarding task 

is the solving of higher-level vocabulary challenges. 
Whereas lower-level questions like, “What is the 
meaning of this word?” provide limited challenges and 
learning, higher-level tasks, such as, “Rank the terms we 
have studied based on their positive or negative 
connotations” encourage reflection and foster 
understanding.  Additional activities that may reach 
students at different levels of complexity are crossword 
puzzles (several good crossword websites are available), 
brief mini-dramas composed and performed by the 
students, and structured interviews that students prepare 
and then conduct with other students or even faculty 
members. Students may also be assigned (or choose) 
topics to prepare and teach to their classmates.

Lesson Three: The Balancing Act

A very experienced (and beloved) former professor of 
mine once remarked that among his greatest teaching 
tools was his habit of “watching the students’ eyes” for 
signs of engagement in learning or lack thereof. The 
lesson here is to balance the provision of information—
preferably in the form of brief mini-lectures or small 
group discussions of material—with the active 
application of concepts. Because we are minds inside 
physical bodies, it is wise to provide students with 
regular opportunities to move around in the classroom 
or even take the lesson outside. If my students have been 
sitting for most of a given meeting, I provide time for 
them to work at the whiteboard or to move through a 
series of stations positioned around the room. A 
particular activity that my students over the years have 
enjoyed is called a “running dictation”.  Students work 
in teams and run (or walk quickly) to remote stations to 
retrieve slips of paper containing important information 
that their teammates need in order to complete a task. 
Each time a student retrieves a slip, she reads the infor-
mation, digests it quickly, then discards the paper before 
returning to her group. Thus, she is forced to retain the 
information and communicate it clearly to others. The 
element of competition can add to the students’ 
motivation.   

As a college faculty member, you are a guide to worlds 
of wonder and understanding for your students. I 
encourage you to consider the adoption of the concepts 
reflected in these lessons from the ESL classroom in 
your own pedagogy. 

Justin Jernigan, Ph.D. is Assistant Professor of English for Academic 
Purposes, the college-level ESL program at GGC. He has taught English in 
various contexts since 1997.

A Teacher Speaks: 
Lessons from the ESL classroom

by Justin Jernigan

Continued at the top.
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Looking Backward: 
     The CTE began the Spring Semester with New Faculty 
Orientation for new full-time and part-time professors.  This 
was followed by Starfish training for the pilot courses.  
Faculty showcases involved topics on the baby boomer 
generation and service learning.  Workshops for early career 
faculty were held on portfolio gathering, diversity, and 
rubrics.  Breakfast bytes gave faculty the opportunity to 
learn about browser add-ons and Big Blue Button, a 
collaboration tool.  
     A faculty panel led by Dovile Budryte described their 
classroom strategies for focusing on intersectionality.  The 
CTE also held sessions on dealing with students in distress, 
managing personal stress, and preparing your teaching 
portfolio.  
Looking Forward:  
     The CTE will hold its last breakfast byte of the semester 
on Second Life, on 4/20 at 9:30 am.  Linda Hughes will 
moderate an early career discussion on education 
reformation on 4/25 at 4pm.  Don’t miss the workshop 
(4/21) on two tools that you can explore fully over the 
summer:  Echo 360 for lecture capture and Open Scholar, an 
easy web page creation tool!

Submission Guidelines
     The Teacher’s Edge encourages submissions on any aspect of 
college teaching and learning.  The articles should not exceed two 
or three double-spaced pages, so as to conform to the intent of the 
newsletter:  providing concise, thought-provoking topics that 
promote discussion among faculty and staff.
     Articles may be submitted by GGC faculty, staff,  and even 
students so that all voices are represented for our readers.  Our web 
site gives us rich opportunities for posting ancillary materials to 
accompany submissions.
     Submit manuscripts to Stella Smith, CTE Director.

    
     This section recognizes the achievements of faculty 
related to the scholarship of teaching and learning (SoTL). 
Thanks to everyone who submitted their information to 
the Center.   

Conference Presentations 

Kairu Chen and Xin Xu
Teaching Digital Content Production Skills using Open Source 
Software using Open Source Software
7th annual Georgia Conference on Information Literacy

Stella Smith, Sonal Dekhane, and Nannette Napier 
Blended Learning Patterns for Course Design
International Academy of Information Management 

Alessandra Barrera, Latanya Hammonds-Odie, and Melinda Maris 
were selected by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute to join the 
National Genomics Research Initiative in transforming science 
education. 

Anita Vorreyer and Juliana Lancaster 
Nontraditional Students:  Confounding the Data? 
6th Annual Winter Meeting of the Foundations of Excellence

Chulsung Kim and ChongWoo Park 
Texting: A Potential Communication Technology for Students’ 
Learning
Kennesaw State University 18th Annual Georgia Conference on 
College & University Teaching

Shannon Howrey and Nancy Edwards 
Using Poetry to Teach the 6 + 1 Traits of Writing
Kennesaw State University’s Annual Conference on Literature for 
Children and Adolescents. 

Nancy Edwards (co-presenter)
Using Research Based Practices to Overcome Frustration and Boost 
Confidence in Struggling Readers
International Reading Association’s annual conference

Benjamin Brown co-presented with Kristina G. Brown 
Gender Differences in the Earliest Memories of Deaf College 
Students and  The Effects of Ego-Depletion on Memory and 
Suggestibility in Children 
Meeting of the Association for Psychological Science  

Benjamin Brown (co-presenter) 
What do they remember?: Content Analysis of the Earliest Memories 
of Native and Non-Native Deaf Individuals
Meeting of the Association for Psychological Science  

Barry Biddlecomb
Where Are We Now?:  An Update on Student Success Precollege 
Algebra 
Georgia Perimeter College Mathematics Conference 

Faculty Kudos
Want More?  Additional Resources

      VoiceThread is a collaborative, multimedia work space 
that allows groups to have conversations about images, 
documents, or videos that are displayed in a slide show.  
Group members can navigate the slides and leave 
comments via voice (using a mic or telephone), text, audio 
file, or video (via a webcam).  You can share a VoiceThread 
with others and allow them to record comments.  Users can 
also doodle while commenting and VoiceThreads can be 
embedded into websites or exported to be played 
offline, stored, or burned to DVD for only $2.99.  You can 
get started with this tool by creating a free account that 
allows you to create 3 Voice Threads with unlimited voice 
and text comments.  Find out more by visiting https://
voicethread.com/.

Continued at the top of page 4.
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Conference Presentations (contd...)

Barry Biddlecomb, D. Natasha Brewley, and Alvina Atkinson 
Designing Developmental Mathematics for Student Success
SoTL conference at Georgia Southern University
 
A. Marty Thomas 
Teaching Statistics Using SPSS Technology 
SoTL conference at Georgia Southern University

Lee Kurtz and Candace Timpte 
Alternative to the Research Paper:  Wiki Webpage Development
SoTL conference at Georgia Southern University

Deborah Sauder (co-presenter)
Development and Validation of an Open Ended Assessment - Creative 
Exercises
SoTL conference at Georgia Southern University

Andra Knecht 
Mountain Education in Early Twentieth Century Georgia 
Georgia Association of Historians 39th Annual Meeting 

Amy H. Erickson and Keith Erickson 
DIYModeling project (funded by a NSF grant)
Twenty-Third Annual International Conference on Technology in 
Collegiate Mathematics. 

Mai Yin Tsoi, Sonal Dekhane, David Pursell, Joseph Sloop, Richard 
Pennington, and Julia Paredes 
Using the Apple iTouch Device for Learning in Undergraduate Organic 
Chemistry and TsoiChem: Developing an iTouch App as an 
Interdisciplinary Project between Computer Science and Chemistry 
students
Annual Meeting of the National Science Teachers’ Association 

Justin Jernigan 
(Re)Examining Traditional Grammar: Rhetorical Patterns in College 
EAP Student Writing
45th Annual TESOL (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other 
Languages) International Convention and Exhibit

Alvina Atkinson and D. Natasha Brewley
I Taught My Students to Click:  Teaching Hybrid Courses Using Clickers
Kennesaw State University’s 18th Annual Georgia Conference on 
College & University Teaching 

Adrian Heinz and Gautam Saha 
Educational Video Games Based on Learning Theories
Kennesaw State University’s 18th Annual Georgia Conference on
College & University Teaching 
 

Publications and Papers 

Melinda Cline (co-authored)
Ace Project as a Project Management Tool
American Journal of Business Education

Anatoly Kurkovsky, Thomas Mundie, and David Pursell
Sustainable Development: Educational Programs Assessment as a 
Component of Simulation-Based Technology
Proceedings of the 2010 International Conference on Frontiers in 
Education

Julia Paredes, Richard Pennington, David Pursell, Joseph Sloop, and 
Mai Yin Tsoi
Engaging Science Students with Wireless Technology and 
Applications by Revisiting the Thayer Method of Teaching and 
Learning
Georgia Journal of Science

Georgia LaVerne Hill (book chapter)
Designing Faculty Reward Systems as a Means of Promoting the 
Third Mission of Universities
The Community Engagement and Service Mission of Universities 

Barry Biddlecomb (co-authored) 
A Longitudinal Study of the Development of Mathematics Strategies 
and Underlying Counting Schemes
International Journal of Science and Mathematics Education

Deborah Sauder (audio book)
Understanding Nanotechnology: A Bridge to the Future 
The Modern Scholar

Benjamin Brown (co-authored) 
Impact of Language and Gender on Earliest Memories
Annual meeting of the Association of College Educators for Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing

Zhongxiao Li and Kairui Chen
Tracking Student Engagement in Asynchronous Communication in 
STEM Hybrid Courses
Proceedings of E-Learn 

Nannette Napier, Sonal Dekhane, and Stella Smith
Transitioning to Blended Learning: Understanding Student and 
Faculty Perceptions
Journal of Asynchronous Learning Networks 

Lissa Pollacia (co-authored) 
A Study of the Programming Languages Used in Both Information 
Systems (CIS) and in Computer Science (CS) Curriculums 
Information Systems Education Journal
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Grants

Will Holmes was awarded a Georgia Gwinnett College Seed Grant for 
Student Habits Study.

Zhongxiao Li (Principal Investigator) and Kairui Chen & Xin Xu (Co-
Principal Investigators) were awarded a Georgia Gwinnett College 
Seed Grant for Tracking Student Engagement in Asynchronous Com-
munication in Hybrid STEM Courses.

Susan Bleyle and Semire Dikli were awarded a Georgia Gwinnett 
College Seed Grant for Use and Effectiveness of Automated Essay 
Scoring Feedback in EAP Classrooms. 

Nannette Napier & Kristine Nagel have been awarded $4,910 by 
Georgia Tech to purchase iPod Touch devices and LEGO Mindstorms 
for GGC Tech Camp. 
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